
Page 4 This Is WThis Is WThis Is WThis Is WThis Is Westfield estfield estfield estfield estfield Our 33rd Annual Edition 2005

Discover Beautiful Things
Specializing in American contemporary crafts

& unique gifts for over 30 years

beautiful things
1838 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817

��������	
�����		���	����	�������

������������ �����������������

9 Times Out of 10, Where You Eat Isn’t Critical. . .

But Why Take Chances

www.northsidetrattoria.com
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By MAYOR GREGORY S. McDERMOTT
Specially Written for This Is Westfield

Westfield is a community in which
ordinary people do extraordinary things
each and every day.

There is, in fact, a tradition of
public service in this community
that dates back to our town’s
settler days.

Some three hundred years ago,
Westfield’s first act of business as
a newly-incorporated township in
1794 was to commit to raising
$100 for the support of the poor.

Westfield residents have al-
ways cared about each other and
about the welfare of the town in which
they lived. It is one of the many character-
istics that distinguish our town.

Thanks to the service, dedication and
the talent of outstanding Westfield resi-
dents, our town has matured into one of
the most successful communities in the
state. We have established a premier down-
town with a wide range of businesses,
retail stores and restaurants.

Our top-notch school system, high qual-
ity of living, community spirit and enthusi-
asm attract new residents to Westfield each
and every year and inspire generations of

families to call Westfield their home.
Strong and vital communities like

Westfield don’t just happen. They are cul-
tivated, maintained and encour-

aged by concerned individu-
als who are willing to make
it happen. And there are
so many here in Westfield
who make it happen not
just for our community,
but also for our neigh-
bors throughout the state.

I salute Westfield’s
many exceptional residents

and thank all of the indi-
viduals and organizations that

work tirelessly to support our
town, to ensure its continued prosperity and
to better the world around us.

It is truly the people of this town that
make Westfield Westfield.
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The Westfield Historical Society has an

important opportunity for the community
this year – converting the Reeve house to a
public museum. It will be a challenge to take
the gift willed from Edgar Reeve, to decide
on the scope of the project, and to obtain the
financial wherewithal (see page 55). To this
purpose, we dedicate our 33rd Annual Edi-
tion of This Is Westfield.

Our writers strove to interest
and entertain the reader with a
mix of Westfield history and
today’s information. We trust you
find it so. Buoyed by this, it is
hoped that the townspeople get
behind the history museum
project.

Clearly, the measure of a com-
munity is the mettle of its people.
History records this. How do we
as a people measure up compared
to our predecessors? What’s our prognosis?

Many physical changes have occurred
over the last 250 years. We’ve traveled from
muddy roads and wooden plank sidewalks
onto paved and bustling thoroughfares. Kero-
sene beacons, assisted by moonlight, have
been replaced by bright electric streetlights.

We’ve organized into names: from The
West Fields of Elizabeth to denominations,
which include Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Mountainside and Garwood. In-
stead of taxing our horses to improve our
roads, we now have license plates for our
horsepower. An errant step back in bygone
days may have resulted in a slippery and
odiferous landing for our shoe. An errant
step today into busy traffic can have far more

serious consequences.
Our people are strong today and well posi-

tioned to lead and live in the future. We have
the benefit of learning from our predecessors.
Lest we find the look back too amusing,
remember that someone 100 years from now
may be amused by our plight (we hope).

The intent of this publication was well
stated in 1923 by Thomas Jones, Editor, and

Mrs. Walter J. Lee, Sr., Pub-
lisher of The Westfield Leader,
which follows.

“…It is our belief that, if the
reader will study the different
angles from which the story of
Westfield is related by the con-
tributors and those old residents
who have been interviewed or
who have reviewed the events of
earlier days, they will have prof-
ited exceedingly and be better
prepared to do their part in the

work of civic progress and expansion which
is ahead of us. It is a real romance, this story
of Westfield…”

I have a personal goal and welcome your
help. We have about 100 years of microfilm
of The Westfield Leader. I intend to convert
this to electronic format and make it public
on the Internet. From present day to 1997,
this already exists at www.goleader.com. As
a test, we’ve successfully converted the first
half of 1967 – only 99 more years to go! It
can be done in a few months and at about
$300 per year of microfilm.

There are many to thank for this edition –
Betsey Burgdorf, Lauren Pass, our interns
and the regular staff. Most of all, thank you
and our advertisers.
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