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Invites You to Come
and See Our

219 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ
908-233-6900

www.adlersjewelers.com

Hours: Monday thru Saturday: 10:00am - 5:30pm • Thursday: 10:00am - 7:30pm

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.WestfieldRescueSquad.org

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

County Report Shows Drop
In Worker Comp Claims

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

 

ELIZABETH — Union County
worker comp claims are on the de-
cline following new procedures
implemented by the county’s safety
committee, committee representa-
tives told the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day.

The committee was formed three years
ago to help address loss prevention and
safety issues to ensure a downward trend
in workers comp statistics. The panel
also reviewed county policy to ensure
that the county was complying with
state and federal regulations.

According to the report, workers
comp claims have declined from total
payouts of $2.1 million in 2002 to
$1.2 million thus far this year. The
total last year was $1.8 million.

“This is a significant downward
spiral in workers comp claims,” said
William Treich of CRCS (Compre-
hensive Risk Control Systems) of
Washington Township and a member
of the committee’s labor panel.

As part of regular audits of county
operations, the committee starts with
high-risk areas, such as Public Works,
by looking at paperwork on depart-
ment statistics regarding workers
comp and related insurance claims
and examining the buildings them-
selves for potential safety hazards.

“We try to put some meat behind
the findings,” said Patrick Lorimer
of the PMK Group of Farmingdale,
a consulting and environmental en-
gineering firm. PMK is also a mem-
ber of the Safety Committee’s labor
panel.

The committee helped prepare a
Health and Safety Plan, which in-
cludes programs to address control of
hazardous energy, confined space
entry, hazardous materials, personal
protective equipment, respiratory pro-
tection, indoor air quality and blood-
borne pathogens.

Mr. Treich said the committee
looked at “worse case scenarios” in
designing the safety plan. He said
many of the employee accidents ap-
pear to have been preventable.

“We were getting to many reports
(from insurance representatives) say-
ing the employee was careless,” Mr.
Treich said.

He said the committee looked for
patterns in claims to see if changes
could be implemented to reduce these
numbers. A list of unsafe practices
was developed for employees to avoid.
The panel also made recommenda-
tions on the type of footwear to be
worn to reduce workers’ slipping and
falling claims.

Also, a manual was developed for
work-zone safety training to reduce
the risk of accidents at work sites

from oncoming vehicular traffic and
other hazards.

Mr. Treich said the committee also
looked to reduce loss of time by county
employees due to injuries and reduce
indemnity insurance costs.

Noting the state’s motor vehicle
policies that allow motorists to accu-
mulate numerous points and speed-
ing tickets, he said the panel devel-
oped an in-house system to address
employees needing the most
remediation of their driving habits.

He said driving into fixed objects,
rear-end collisions and backing up
are the most frequent cause of acci-
dents by county employees. A new
driving training program will put
employees on notice that they must
drive more safely while also provid-
ing safety tips.

The number of county vehicle ac-
cidents decreased from 46 in the first
half of 2004 to 36 in the first six
months of this year.

Freeholder Nancy Ward recom-
mended that the county consider in-
stalling warning systems in county
vehicles to reduce the risk of vehicles
backing into pedestrians.

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella recommended regular audits
by the committee to ensure that  safety
procedures are met and case claims are
reduced.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed a resolution that would grant a
10-year lease agreement with the
Cranford Swimming Club, Inc., for
an easement for the use of County
Park Drive in Lenape Park at a fee of
$1. The roadway is the only excess to
the club. The previous lease expired
in 1987.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Ward, Department of Parks, Recreation
and Facilities Director Chuck Sigmund
said rather than selling the parcel to
club, the county and club might be able
exchange pieces of land.

Officials also reviewed a resolu-
tion awarding a contract to Maser
Consulting of Hamilton to complete
an improvement study of the inter-
section of Chestnut Street, West
Chestnut Street and Stuyvesant Av-
enue in Union near the Route 22
overpass. The cost of study is
$54,480.

Department of Engineering and
Public Works Director Frank Dann
said numerous accidents occur at the
intersection. He said a traffic light
might be the solution to the traffic-
safety issue.

Springfield Township has asked the
county to increase the speed limit on
Shunpike Road from the Summit line
to Mountain Avenue from 25 to 35 mph
while decreasing speed limits from
Mountain Avenue to South Springfield
Avenue from 35 to 30 mph.

Mountainside Comes to Aid
Of Louisiana Schoolchildren

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Last
Wednesday, Deerfield Middle School
was the scene of a massive effort to
finish sorting, packing and loading
every imaginable school supply into
what amounted to 32 boxes — which
were supposed to be well on their
way by now to the Milton Elementary
School in Milton, La.

In a twist of fate, as of press time,
the K-8 school district, which em-
braced the challenge of adding 76
evacuees from the New Orleans area
to their own student body of 700 as a
result of Hurricane Katrina, was un-
der a voluntary evacuation itself,
pending the arrival of Hurricane Rita.

Mountainside resident and mother
of two, Debbie Hoffman, orchestrated
the relief effort for the Milton School
ever since she checked in on a former
associate, whose daughter, Cindy
Broussard of New Orleans, was dis-
placed as a result of Hurricane Katrina.
Mrs. Hoffman told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “After learning that
all was well with Cindy, I asked,
‘what can we do to help?’”

Mrs. Broussard, living temporarily
in a motel with her husband, was one
of the lucky ones who had fortunately
not lost her job. One of her co-work-
ers with two children attending Milton
Elementary quickly put Mrs. Hoffman
in contact with Milton School Princi-
pal Suzie Kebodeaux.

Knowing time was of the essence
and wanting to make a direct impact
on a particular group of school chil-
dren, Mrs. Hoffman immediately ap-
proached friends, family and her
children’s middle school.

Newly elected student council
members held an emergency meet-
ing, with eighth grade English teacher

Linda Shanahan advising, and they
quickly moved things forward. A flyer
was sent home directly afterwards,
requesting specific school supplies
and/or monetary donations. Deerfield
school  embraced the plan for action
and relayed the message to the public
through a televised taping at a recent
Board of Education meeting.

Communicating largely via blan-
ket e-mail to a core group of dedi-
cated citizens, Mrs. Hoffman shared
updates as soon as they became avail-
able, coordinating the effort.

Less than two weeks later, a moun-
tain of school supplies arrived in Mrs.
Shanahan’s homeroom, including
much-needed backpacks, notebooks
and padlocks. Three Mountainside
fathers generously offered to donate
all the packing materials and ware-
house space in which to store the
supplies until ready to ship, and they
also offered to pay for and arrange
delivery directly to the school. More
than $4,000 was collected, including
sizable contributions donated on be-
half of the Ryan Patrick Faella Foun-
dation and the Mountainside Educa-
tion Foundation.

Ms. Kebodeaux relayed her thanks
to the Mountainside school district,
noting that the 76 students taken in
from the New Orleans area were do-
ing well.

Like many families, the evacuees
who had come to Milton had lost
everything in the storm and were in
need of everything from pencils and
pens to money for desks and chairs.

Mrs. Kebodeaux said, “Your ef-
forts will be used to be sure that these
76 students have the same books,
materials and opportunities as the
rest of our student body.”

But just as the supplies were sched-
uled to be loaded onto the truck and
shipped to Milton, Hurricane Rita
approached, putting the delivery tem-
porarily on hold. Supplies will be
sent to the school soon, barring any
damage from Rita.

For more on information, contact
www. hurricanehelpforschols.gov.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader and The Times
SMALL TOWN/BIG HEART…Deerfield middle schoolers display a sampling of
the mountain of supplies collected for displaced students in Louisiana. Debbie
Hoffman, left, and Student Council Advisor Linda Shanahan, middle, along with
Deerfield parent Donna Klein are shown with some of the student volunteers.

MS Police Officer Assigned
To N. Orleans Relief Efforts
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for  The  Leader  and The Tmes

MOUNTAINSIDE – Police Chief
James Debbie announced at the Sept.
20 Mountainside Borough Council
meeting that Mountainside Police
Officer Donald Amberg is one of 137
New Jersey police officers assigned
to the second wave of duty in New
Orleans.

According to Chief Debbie, Of-
ficer Amberg, who is also a member
of the Union County Emergency Re-
sponse Team, was assigned by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) to help in the ongo-
ing recovery of bodies and the gen-
eral security of New Orleans.

Chief Debbie said officers in New
Orleans are still “going door to door
for body recovery.” He also noted that
for the two weeks or more that Of-
ficer Amberg will be working with
the team, FEMA will pay his salary.
He concluded, “we are really hon-
ored to have Officer Amberg as part
of the team to assist his brother offic-
ers in New Orleans.”

In other business, two ordinances
passed upon second reading at
Tuesday’s meeting. After two-and-a-
half years of negotiations, the council
passed an ordinance approving a con-
tract between the borough and the
Mountainside Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) Local 126 for
the period of time of Jan. 1, 2003
through Dec. 31, 2006. The  contract
reflects a 3.5 percent increase for
2003; a 3.625 percent increase for
2004; a 3.75 percent increase for 2005
and a 3.75 percent increase for 2006.
Starting salary for a probationary of-
ficer will rise from $28,000 to
$32,000.

In other business, Candace
Lesofski-Fiorenza was appointed to
the borough’s volunteer fire depart-
ment. Also, a resolution was passed
to award a resurfacing contract of
Globe Avenue to Jenicar Builders in
the amount of $264,766.

Resident Joseph Chippa asked
members of the council to explain
how certain streets were picked for
resurfacing projects.  Councilman
Mirabelli said that streets were picked
by Borough Engineer Michael Disko
and then confirmed by mayor and
council.
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WF Public Schools to
Close 3 Days in October

All Westfield Public Schools will
be closed Oct. 4 and 5 in observance
of Rosh Hashanah. Classes also will
not be in session on Oct. 10, Colum-
bus Day.  However, teachers will at-
tend in-service workshops focusing
on technology and differentiated in-
struction. 

School offices will remain open
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.


