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Local Students Among
Scholarship Semifinalists
AREA – Ten area residents are
among the 16,000 Semifinalists in
the 51st Annual National Merit Scholarship Program that were announced
last week. These scholastically talented high school seniors have an
opportunity to continue in the competition for some 8,200 Merit Scholarship awards worth $33 million that
will be offered next spring.
Semifinalists from Scotch Plains
include: Kazimierz Filus, Union
Catholic Regional High School;
Derek Anderson, Elise Coker, Meryl
Coker, Xin Jiang, Elizabeth Katz and

College Club Presents Total
Of $16,000 In Scholarships

Sara Kim, Union County Magnet
High School.
Semifinalists from Westfield include: Rachel Leopold,Yuchen Zhang
and Yue Zhu, Westfield High School.
To be considered for a Merit Scholarship award semifinalists must fulfill several requirements and advance
to the finalist level of the competition. About 90 percent of the semifinalists are expected to attain finalist
standing, and approximately half of
the finalists will be selected as Merit
Scholarship winners, earning the
Merit Scholar title.
TEACHER OF THE YEAR...Tara Pignoli, a social studies and psychology
teacher at Westfield High School in Westfield, has been named the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities 2005 Teacher of the Year.

NJCH Announces Pignoli
2005 Teacher of the Year

OPENING ITS DOORS…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains opened its
doors to welcome the Class of 2009. In its 43 years of educating youths, the school
continues to grow in education, technology and faith. Many improvements
welcomed the 800 students on their first day of class. A $250,000 new locker
installation was completed, along with new lighting, landscaping and the painting
of the exterior and interior of the campus.

WESTFIELD – Tara Pignoli, a social studies and psychology teacher
at Westfield High School in Westfield,
has been named the New Jersey Council for the Humanities 2005 Teacher
of the Year.
The honor is bestowed annually on
a teacher who possesses exceptional
understanding of the humanities and
whose approach to humanities education is multidisciplinary and creative.
A graduate of Princeton University, Ms. Pignoli has been teaching
courses in Global Perspectives, Advanced Placement Psychology and
Comparative Religions at Westfield
for the past nine years.
In naming her, the Teacher of the
Year Award Committee noted her role
in the creation and success of an elective for ninth graders entitled Humanities: Finding and Maintaining
an Identity in the Global World.
Dedicated to an interdisciplinary
approach to the humanities, Ms. Pignoli led a team of teachers from the
English and Social Studies departments to develop this cross-cultural

SP’s Salisbury Helping
Students Feel At Home

IN THE PICNIC OF TIME...Franklin Elementary in Westfield held its annual
family picnic sponsored by the PTO last Friday in the field behind the school.
After eating dinner and sampling many delectable desserts donated by the
families, children enjoyed face painting, temporary tattoos, sports and hula hoop
activities. Franklin dad Brian Moynihan provided his DJ services with music that
got the crowd dancing. Pictured are Franklin mom Trish Dulinski painting Julia
Singer’s face while kindergartener Charlotte Redman and her sister Laura look
forward to their turns.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson
Salisbury of Scotch Plains is a student advisor for the class of 2009 at
Susquehanna University. As part of
the orientation team, student advisors are upper-class students who act
as mentors to first-year students. They
assist new students during orientation and throughout the first semester
with registration, study hints and answering questions about life at
Susquehanna University.
Allyson, a sophomore environmental science major, is a 2004 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and the daughter of Brian and
Connie Salisbury.

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.

course combining the study of art,
drama, music, religion, literature, architecture and anthropology. Through
rigorously planned thematic units,
Ms. Pignoli challenges students to
think critically and inclusively.
The committee was also impressed
with Ms. Pignoli’s drive to discover
and develop each student’s strengths
through differentiated opportunities
designed to hone higher-level thinking and reasoning skills.
Beyond the classroom, Ms. Pignoli
serves as Women’s Studies Club advisor
and has given a presentation at the Rutgers
University-Douglass College Women’s
Leadership Conference, and other locations, on creating an effective Women’s
Studies program in a high school.
In her district, Ms. Pignoli has
mentored new teachers, led professional development workshops on
using technology effectively in the
classroom, and developed new curricula for the courses she has taught.
This past summer, Ms. Pignoli
again led a team of teachers in the
process of developing the curriculum
for a new American Studies humanities class for juniors.
Ms. Pignoli will receive her award at
the annual NJCH humanities celebration luncheon on Sunday, October 23 at
the Somerset Hills Hotel in Warren.

SCOTCH PLAINS –The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has
awarded $16,000 in scholarships to 11
young women, four of whom are attending college and seven who were high
school seniors whom graduated in June.
This is the 69th year that female
students, seeking financial assistance
to pursue a four-year college degree,
have been helped by the club’s
fundraising efforts, primarily through
the club’s annual fashion show and
the production and sale of the club’s
community calendar.
College Club Scholarships for the
2005-2006 academic year were
granted to the following Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) seniors: Jeanette Franzone, Denise Horn,
Lauren Perrotta, Mary Shashaty, Elizabeth Stamler and Michelle Swick.
Jeanette, the daughter of Joseph
Franzone, received $1,000 and is attending the St. Joseph’s University.
Denise, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William Horn, received $2,000 and is
attending Howard University. Lauren,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John
Perrotta, received $1,000 and is attending the University of Michigan.
Mary, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James Shashaty, received $1,000 and
is attending the Catholic University of
America. Elizabeth, the daughter of
Jeanne Stamler, received $1,500 and
is attending Loyola University.
Michelle, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Mark Swick, received $2,000 and is
attending Lafeyette University.
Nora Isack, the valedictorian and
top female graduate, received an

award of $500 in recognition of her
academic excellence. She has begun
her studies at Rutgers University.
College students Regina Cappio,
Malina Milonnet, Christine Perrotta
and Tara Shashaty were also awarded
scholarships.
Regina, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Philip Cappio, received $1,000 and is a
senior at Villanova University. Malina,
the daughter of Mrs. Donna Milonnet,
received $2,000 and is a junior at the
University of Delaware. Christine, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Perrotta,
received $2,000 and is a senior at Indiana University. Tara, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. James Shashaty, received
$2,000 and is a sophomore at the Catholic University of America.
A special reception and dinner was
held for the recipients at the Scotch
Hills Country Club on May 23. Ginger
Rachko, President, Rosemary
Gousman and Maureen Corbin, Scholarship Co-Chairmen, made the scholarship presentations at the dinner and
at the SPFHS Awards Assembly.

Edison Intermediate
School Holds Carnival
WESTFIELD – Edison Intermediate
School will hold its third annual carnival
on Friday, October 7, from 3:30 to 6 p.m.
on the field behind the school on Rahway
Avenue, as well as inside some areas of
the school building. Pumpkin decorating,
food and games are planned, along with
“Dunk the Teacher.” The carnival is open
to the entire community. In the event of
rain, the carnival will not take place.

Scholarship recipients, left to right, from upper left: Tara Shashaty, Janette
Franzone, Michele Swick, Mary Shashaty, Lauren Perrotta, Denise Horn, Elizabeth Stamler, Regina Cappio, Christine Perrotta and Malina Milonnet

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2005
2:00 - 4:00PM
Take a tour of our campus. Talk with
faculty, students and parents. Receive
information regarding the admissions
process, transportation options, financial
aid, sports and co-curricular activities.
Join us at our fall Open House and
learn why we say, “It is not simply Prep
for four years. It is Prep...for life.”

SAINT PETER’S PREP
new Jersey’s Jesuit High school since 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 

WWW.SPPREP.ORG

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
“Open House”
Saturday, September 24
11:00am-3:00pm
“Healthcare Products for Seniors”
Wednesday, September 28
2:30pm-4:30pm

The Colon & Rectal Physicians

Sunrise of Westﬁeld
“Open House with Weichert Realtors”
Sunday, September 25
11:30am-3:30pm

at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
If you are concerned about potential colon and rectal problems, you want
the best colo-rectal screening and treatment services possible. You want the most
experienced doctors who can offer advanced, innovative and successful treatments.

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has the largest colo-rectal residency program on
the East Coast. It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey and has
more colo-rectal surgeons on staff than any other hospital in the state.
Nearly half of all colo-rectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg.

Unparalleled knowledge and experience
Our group of surgeons has more than 150 years of combined experience. They have
written and published more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have
been significant contributors to medical textbooks on the subject.
For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-891-8662.

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Senior Living
Sunrise Senior Living provides specially designed
Alzheimer’s care based on each resident’s rich
history and individual needs. The result is
a personalized environment as loving as it is
innovative. We call it the Reminiscence
Neighborhood.
It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, ofﬁce
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as to
help them return to the comfort of a time that
brought them much joy.
And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ

