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Robert Harvey, Baptist Minister,
‘Cursed’ With An Eye For Beauty

Priest Bridges Centuries,
Provides Practical Toolbox

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —Rev. Dr. Jane
Tomaine, a Mountainside resident and
rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
in Livingston, has taken guidelines
for Christian living written 15 centu-
ries ago, and translated them into a
practical guide for today’s hectic,
faced-paced lifestyle.

Rev. Tomaine’s book is entitled
“St. Benedict’s Toolbox: The Nuts
and Bolts of Everyday Benedictine
Living.” Inside its pages lie a step-by-
step guide to centering, calmness and
focusing on the meaning of God, oth-
ers and even ourselves in our lives.

St. Benedict, founder of the order
of monks that takes his name, wrote a
“little rule,” focused on scripture and
the gospel, to help his followers live
together in peace.

“I think that if St. Benedict was
alive today, he would be considered a
great psychologist,” said the author.

Rev. Tomaine, who holds a Doctor-
ate of Ministry degree from Drew
University Theological School, first
became acquainted with St.
Benedict’s Rule while attending a
continuing education course at The
General Theological Seminary in New
York City. Several years later, while
working towards her doctorate de-
gree, Rev. Tomaine had to design and
lead a project with a team of parishio-
ners as part of her coursework. She
and her team chose to use the rule of

St. Benedict as the basis of a seven-
week program, which she titled “The
Benedictine Season.”

“‘St. Benedict’s Toolbox’ contains
down-to-earth, practical advice for
how to live a balanced life, as well as
live in peace within relationships and
within our communities,” said Rev.
Tomaine.

Although Rev. Tomaine developed
the rule of St. Benedict for her own
parishioners, she feels the ideas pre-
sented in her book cross into other
faiths as well.

“Our lives are hectic. We need some
sort of grounding. The rule centers
our lives in God, peace, moderation
and also hospitality,” she added.

“St. Benedict’s Toolbox” can be
used as an individual program or
within a group setting. Each chapter
discusses one of St. Benedict’s Rules
and then provides a toolbox with a
step-by-step guide for personal use
of the tool. Rev. Tomaine has been the
rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
for 10 years. She and her husband,
John, an attorney for Chubb Insur-
ance in Warren, have lived in
Mountainside for 14 years.

Rev. Tomaine also presents work-
shops, seminars, and retreats on
Benedictine Rule. In addition, she
teaches courses on Benedict’s Rule at
the Newark School of Theology.

For more information on “St.
Benedict’s Toolbox: The Nuts and Bolts
of Everyday Benedictine Living,” log
onto www.stbenedictstoolbox.org.

Jane Tomaine

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Saturday, September 24, from 1
to 4:30 p.m., there will be a free
workshop for kids at Crafty Kitchen
in Garwood. At Celebrate the Sea-
sons with Crafts, children ages four
and older can move from table to
table, and create a little something for
many of the upcoming holidays. It
should take about 20 minutes to one-
half hour per table, and there are six
of them. Children must be supervised
by an adult. Call (908) 789-0217.

* * * * * * *
From September 22 through Octo-

ber 9, Music From a Sparkling Planet
will be at the Theater Project of Union
County College in Cranford. This
comedy is about the search for seven-
ties’ star Tamara Tomorrow, local
Philadelphia television host, who
made wacky predictions about the
future. See it Thursday through Sun-
day. Admission is between $10 and
$20. Sunday, September 25 is Senior
Sunday, with reduced admission.
Reserve your seats by calling (908)
659-5189 or visiting:
www.TheTheaterProject.com.

* * * * * * *
If you’d like a warm-up for the

above, on September 16 at 7 p.m.,
Barnes & Noble Booksellers on Route
22 in Springfield will host readings
from Music From a Sparkling Planet
by members of the Theater Project.
It’s free, so grab a cup of coffee, and
see what’s in store for you. It is rec-
ommended that you call to confirm
this event, as there are cancellations:
(908) 376-8544.

* * * * * * *
On Sunday, September 18, 70s

crooner Maria Muldaur will be in
concert with her quartet, and special
guest Jenni Muldaur, to celebrate the
release of her 26th album, Richland
Woman Blues: Sweet Lovin’ Old
Soul. It’s a tribute to early Blues
artists like Bessie Smith and Mem-
phis Minnie. There will also be cake
and noisemakers to make it a real
party. Tickets are $20 for this perfor-
mance of Sanctuary Concerts at the
Presbyterian Church in Chatham. For
information log onto: http://
www.sanctuaryconcerts.org or call
(973) 376-4946.

* * * * * *
NJPAC’s Victoria Theater will

feature two performances of
Menopause: The Musical Out Loud
on Sunday, September 18, at 3 p.m.
and again at 6:30 p.m. A musical
parody featuring updated versions of
classic baby boomer hits, this touring
production helps raise funds for local
and regional cancer charities. Tickets
range from $147 to $52, and can be
purchased online at: http://
www.njpac.org/venue_areas.asp or
by calling 1-888-GO-NJPAC (1-888-
466-5722).

Get Outta’
The House

Roseanne Potter to Sign
Copies Of New Book
WESTFIELD — As a special

homecoming event, The Town Book
Store of Westfield will be hosting its
first poetry reading and book signing.

On Thursday, September 22, from
7 to 8 p.m., Westfield native Rosanne
Potter, a local poet and painter, will
be reading from, and signing, copies
of her book, “Key West, Transit of
Venus.” This collection of love po-
ems, poems about nature and about
Key West, is illustrated by 16 of her
abstract expressionist paintings.

Ms. Potter, who, from kindergar-
ten through high school at Holy Trin-
ity Inter-parochial School, was
Rosanne Giuditta, taught English and
Women’s Studies at Iowa State Uni-
versity for more than 20 years and is
now retired to a second career of
painting and writing. She lives half
the year in Key West, Fla. and the
other half in the house that her par-
ents built on Prospect Street in
Westfield.

Anyone who is unable to attend the
book signing may call and reserve an
autographed copy Ms. Potter’s book.
For more information, call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535.

Roseanne Potter

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARVEY’S HALL...Dr. Robert Harvey, Minister of the First Baptist Church in Westfield for over 20 years, is now retired,
but not forgotten.  Harvey Hall, located in the church, is dedicated to Mr. Harvey’s artwork. The work showcases everything
from Buddhist temples to the Okefenokee swamp. Above, Mr. Harvey stands by his photograph of the World Trade Center
towers. He took the shot lying on his back and shooting upwards.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Dr. Robert Harvey,
a worldly and traveled man, speaks
with authority on trips to Burma and
Africa, from inside the First Baptist’s
Church’s dedicated Harvey Hall.

His keen eye notices how light peers
across the landscape and changes

nothing into something. He under-
stands how depth and shadow play
factors in his work.

He covers up the bottom of a  pho-
tograph of the Okefenokee swamp in
Georgia and says, “that’s not a photo-
graph” until he removes the cover
and reveals “the twigs and water down
here, that’s what makes it.”

He obviously understands the ba-
sic tenets of good photography, the
need to have a strong and established
foreground and background, but he’s
also careful to just follow any guide.

“They say, if you’re shooting, make
sure the light’s behind you not to
disturb the shot,” he notes. “No.
Wrong.”

He points to a photo of an African
woman carrying her laundry in a wrap
over her head. He notes that she’s just
washed her clothes, but also she’s keep-
ing cool. He says what makes the
photograph is not simply the subject.

“No, without the light it’s noth-
ing,” he says. He points to how the
backlighting, also called Rembrandt
lighting, exposes part of her face and
gestures to her neck and explains how
it reveals her collarbone and how
strong and pronounced her shoulders
are.

He loves shooting all over the world,
especially France, Burma, but Africa
is his love.

“There’s nothing in the world like
central Africa,” he says. “The people
are so beautiful.”

Dr. Harvey likes to keep the work
he does separate from his daughter,
Susan Cook, who was recently named
one of 50 finalists in the 2005
Smithsonian Magazine Annual Photo
Contest.

“It’s not a competition,” he says. “I
don’t want to compete with my daugh-
ter. She does beautiful work.”

Dr. Harvey certainly has paved his
own path. A man of eclectic interests,
he enjoys kayaking and fly-fishing,
and even has a small connection with
the church, which boasts his work.

Dr. Harvey was the Senior Minis-
ter at the First Baptist Church from
1978 until 2000.

“When I came to town, the church
was in trouble and in merger talks,”
he remembers. “But I love challenges
and with God’s help, we turned it
around.”

Dr. Harvey, a 25-year resident in
town, “loves Westfield” and says he
can walk around the neighborhood
and be stopped by people who re-
member the contributions and the
legacy he will leave behind. He says
he “hates to leave, but I can’t afford to
live here.”

Dr. Harvey jokingly says that he is
“cursed with an eye.” He notes he
“sees everything.” He can be dis-
tracted by a gap in the wallpaper or an
unevenly hung painting in a restau-
rant, which will “drive (him) insane.”
Dr. Harvey believes he sees “beauty
that others don’t see.” He laughs. “I
think it’s a curse though. It can drive
people nuts.”

Audience of WAA’s  ‘Artistic
Harvest’ Reaps Bundles

By MICHELLE Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association’s (WAA) Contemporary
Art Group is presenting its “Artistic
Harvest” exhibition, a bounty of di-
verse paintings, sculpture, prints,
photographs and other pieces through
Friday, September 30, at the Watchung
Arts Center.

Tom Rhodes, the Office Manager
at the Watchung Arts Center, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the exhi-
bition, which began on September 1,
has been well attended.

“The turnout of local people is much
higher,” he said, “especially by those
who are very familiar with the artists
in the exhibition and their work.”

Gaylee Schachter’s touching
acrylic on canvas, “Male Bonding,”

was indisputably the hit of the show.
Created in 2003, the 58-inch by 42-
inch, black and white piece com-
mands attention with its emotional
subject matter, and the shading and
composition are superb.

Other notable pieces include Rose
Marie Gatto’s watercolor on paper,
“Bursting,” which was a cheerful ex-
plosion of citrus colors, as well as
Maxine King’s “Fairground Series:
Jungle Arcade.” Ms. King’s artwork
is always beyond provocative and bold
as she uses watercolor and sumi ink
to create a colorful stained glass ef-
fect. The subject matter always draws
the audience in deeper and deeper.

Ellen Renner’s acrylic “The Man
and His Shadow” also was an excep-
tional entry. The artist seems to excel
the most when incorporating people Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL AROUND THE WORLD... This photograph features a a motorcycle in
Bangkok with the phrase “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” from Dr. Harvey’s travels.CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

MUSIC FOR CHILDREN
MARY ANN HALL’S

Connecting the ART of the music with the HEART of the child
founded in 1972

OPEN HOUSE
DEMONSTRATION CLASSES

Tues. & Wed. Sept. 20, 21 • 10:30am - 11:30am

A nationally recognized early childhood
music program for children ages 10 mos.- 8 yrs.

You’re Invited . . .

• Live instruments in every class • Piano play
beginning at age 4 • Connecting everything that’s

music to the child’s world of fantasy play

Grace Orthodox Church
1100 Boulevard, Westfield

RSVP (908) 232-4881


