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Musical Theater Begins At
NJ Workshop For The Arts
WESTFIELD —Aspiring young

actors, ages 10 to 18, will have an
opportunity to participate in the fall
session of the Musical Theater Work-
shop, a division of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

Beginning September 29, on Thurs-
day afternoons
from 4 until 5:30
p.m., the Musical
Theater Workshop
will be held at
Westminster Hall at
the Presbyterian
Church on East
Broad Street in
Westfield. The
e i g h t - s e s s i o n
course includes
learning solos, du-
ets, and ensembles
from various musi-
cals.

It also entails
studying the basics
of acting, musical theater improvisa-
tion, vocal exercises, scene analysis
and staging scenes. The session will
culminate in a performance, which
will allow the students to showcase
their talents for family members and
friends.

Veteran Broadway actor Juan
Pineda will direct the MTW. For six

Juan Pineda

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & 1/2 popcorns

Terry Gilliam’s The Brothers
Grimm, an overwrought, messy pile
of misbegotten notions, asks the fan-
tasy question: What if the title sib-
lings were in reality snake oil sales-
men who made a living by capitaliz-
ing on the superstitions of their early
Nineteenth Century brethren? It then
proceeds to build an entire movie on
that premise.

The results are lackluster. Like a
lie, the more director Gilliam tries to
justify his idea, the more dreary and
incredible his tale gets.

A lecturer in film beset with having
to grade this flight of the imagination
might at first be kind, if condescend-
ing, by scribbling: “Indeed, your con-
cept is ambitious, if not curious. But
you are trying too hard. Perhaps a
simpler, less complicated project
should be next.”

So everyone lives happily ever af-
ter. But none of this fable makes Mr.
Gilliam’s fractured fairy tale any less
lousy. Viewers, try as they may to
avoid the commonplace and obvious,
will be hard put not to say The
Brother’s Grimm is grim indeed. And
odds are they’ll say it with a grimace.
Even Matt Damon’s smile can’t out-
shine the bleakness that pervades the
story.

As Wilhelm, he’s the more plot-
ting, scheming of the two; Jakob,
portrayed by a very nervous Heath
Ledger, is the scholar-dreamer, for-
ever chronicling their adventures in a
tattered tome. The story is hardly
based on fact. And while the attempted
mood has some merit, it winds too
obscurely to command our attention
for any length of time.

The tale is set in French-occupied
Germany during the Napoleonic Wars.
The dual protagonists aren’t quite the
literary figures that the Grimms were
in real life. There is mention of nei-
ther their pioneering work in lexicog-
raphy nor the political role they played
in what was known as the Gottinger
Sieben (The Gottingen Seven).
Rather, instead of dedicating much of
their early lives to democratic re-
form, they are conmen, albeit with an
intellectual bent. Will womanizes;
Jakob frets and fantasizes.

Employing two actor/henchmen to
aid and abet their ruses throughout
the city-states that will ultimately
become der Faderland, the brothers
arrange elaborate stings. They are the
exorcists of their day. Feeding on the
fears engendered by the citizenry’s
long held myths, they arrive in each
burg with the promise of relief. And
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The Brothers Grimm:
Sibling Humbuggery
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more often than not, their lavish pro-
ductions convince the local populace
that the resident demon they fear has
been expunged. They inevitably leave
with a satchel full of gold coins.

But while you can fool some of the
burgers some of the time, their handi-
work doesn’t escape the gaze of Gen-
eral Delatombe (Jonathan Pryce), the
effete regional magistrate. Through
his right-hand sycophant, the absurdly
self-aggrandizing Cavaldi (Peter
Stormare), he summons the brothers
to court. He informs that he is wise to
them and wishes two things. First, a
confession of their fraudulence; sec-
ond, an agreement to place them-
selves in his employ. Their decep-
tions can benefit the Republic.

It’s a Nineteenth Century version
of “It Takes a Thief.” The general
believes that another group of con
artists is perpetuating an old folk leg-
end that stands in the enlightened
way of the new order. Their mission,
if they want to avoid being boiled in
oil, is to unmask the scalawags and
thus debunk the myth. They accede.

The assignment takes them to a
decrepit village where they meet
Angelika (Lena Headey). Two of her
younger sisters are among the twelve
virgins missing from the forest ham-
let. A tough huntress of a gal and
more than their equal, she scoffs at
their proposed intercession. Further-
more, she assures the boys that this is
no farce. Before long, they’re in over
their heads. They’ve come face-to-
face with real enchantment.

It all has to do with the five hun-
dred-year-old Mirror Queen (Monica
Bellucci) trying to make her beauty
eternal, no matter how many lives it
ruins. And don’t tell Angelika, but
just to thicken the plot, her long-lost
Dad happens to be an integral part of
the spell.

The scene set, all manner of special
effects flit this way and that; cadavers
and skeletons freely morph through
the spectrum of biological states, and
incantations dominate the soundtrack.
Expectedly, the brothers Grimm fight
the good fight, Peter Principle not-
withstanding.

The result is a turbulent tapestry
filled with more flotsam than there is
in a Where’s Waldo? Panel. Only
instead of prompting us to wonder
the location of Waldo, our question
is, where’s the entertainment?

* * * * * * *
The Brothers Grimm, rated PG-13,

is a Dimension Films release directed
by Terry Gilliam and stars Matt
Damon, Heath Ledger and Lena
Headey. Running time: 118 minutes.

and their relationship to one another
in her paintings, instead of simpler
landscapes.

Portrait painter Linda Kolar never
ceases to astound an audience be-
cause she has a way of capturing the
most profound emotions in her mod-
els, and translates them skillfully to
canvas. Her “Coffee Scholar,” an oil
on pressed hardwood, was the more
remarkable of her two entries.

Susan Albert’s mixed media col-
lage with acrylic box pieces were
stunning. The artist used paint, beads,
fabric, and tassels covered with blue,
pink, and purple hues to capture the
attention of her audience.

Watercolorist Kathy Baumann of-
fered “Cape May Blossoms II” with
vibrant magenta magnolia trees in
front of a Victorian home resembling
a gingerbread house, as well as “View

from the Reeds,” a subtle, serene land-
scape in sunset tones.

Millicent Brody’s “Oh So Good”
photograph of delectable chocolate
treats affirms that the editor of a food
magazine would be lucky to have
Mrs. Brody on their staff.

Francesca Azzara exhibited two of
her classic encaustic on panel pieces,
“Another White Dress” and “Vapor
Dress.” The artist, who has always
been a pioneer in this medium, also is
one of the WAA’s top artists and has
perennially been in a class by herself.

Fabric artist Joan Dreyer presented
two panels meticulously designed and
composed – “Requiem (For Greta)”
using linen and cotton with digital
printing, machine and hand-stitch-
ing, and a personal favorite, “Midas,”
created from silkscreen cotton, me-
tallic threads, hand and machine
stitching.

Applause to Brooke Gardiner for
his “Peacock,” a playful glass/metal/
wood sculpture. In three separate seg-
ments, Mr. Gardiner’s glass pieces,
infused with flowing color, took the
shape and attitude of a proud bird,
seemingly ready to strut off its pedes-
tal.

Stephen D’Amato (“Female
Nudes”) and Rosalia Verdun (“Pony
Tail”) both demonstrated a solid
knowledge of anatomical drawing
with their female nude studies. Ms.
Verdun also exhibited her giclee on
canvas, “La Piccola Rosa,” which was
the hit of the WAA’s spring members’
exhibition.

Barbara Uhr also is to be com-
mended for “Waiting,” an anatomical
study in pastel with flecks of fluores-
cent blues, greens, magentas and or-
ange, while Lee Renner’s wood con-
struction/acrylic piece entitled “The
Bamboo Screen” was truly unique,
something new and decorative for a
home with Asian flair.

Six vibrant encapsulations of ab-
stract art, each with remarkable color
and composition, were exhibited by
Bernice Shah. Across the room, two
sunflowers seemed to be having an
intimate conversation in Liron
Sissman’s “Conversation,” a pig-
mented giclee on archival paper.

And if there was ever any doubt, S.
Allyn Schaeffer proved he can mas-
ter any medium in the blink of an eye.
A day at the horse races came to life
through carbon pencil strokes in var-
ied gradations, while he used mixed
media pastel to illustrate a wrench in
a more colorful piece, “The Trades –
I.”

Indeed, it was a pleasure to review
another WAA exhibition, which not
only inspired creativity, stirred the
soul and delighted the eye, but further
established that this organization and
its Contemporary Art Group contrib-
ute masterfully to the local art scene.

An artists’ reception was held last
weekend at the Watchung Arts Center.

For more information on the WAA’s
Contemporary Group, contact Sheilia
Lenga at (908) 687-2617 or e-mail
slenga@comcast.net.

Trailside Center Hosts
Harvest Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE —The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will host the 24th annual Union
County Harvest Festival on Sunday,
September 25, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside.

The Harvest Festival includes: a
Revolutionary War encampment, a
Native American lodge and artifact
display, storytelling and perfor-
mances, colonial and Native Ameri-
can crafts and work skills, a petting
zoo, pony rides, log sawing and
shingle splitting.

The 24th annual Harvest Festival
will be held rain or shine. Admission
is $3 per person, with children ages
seven and younger admitted free of
charge.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside. Additional
information can be obtained by call-
ing (908) 789-3670 or by visiting our
website at www.ucnj.org.

Westfield’s Festifall
Slated for Sept. 25th
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce will
hold its 16th Annual Westfield
Festifall street festival in downtown
Westfield on Sunday, September 25,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine.

The chamber is seeking volun-
teers, including youth groups, to
help during the street fair. Respon-
sibilities may include assisting at
the chamber booth, managing the
kids’ autumn craft activity, or moni-
toring the hospitality suite. Hours
of participation are flexible.

The fair will feature over 250
vendors, including more than 100
arts and craft merchants, many area
businesses, clubs, and organizations,
and a wide variety of food mer-
chants. The main stage will feature
live music and dancing throughout
the day and the KidZone where a
petting zoo, pony rides, activities,
face painting and rides will be fea-
tured.

SP-F Arts Association
Features Joseph Hulsen

SCOTCH PLAINS—The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion will feature Joseph Hulsen as its
guest demonstrator at the general
meeting on Wednesday, September
21, at 7:30 p.m., in the Fanwood
Community Center on North Avenue
in Fanwood. A brief business meet-
ing will precede his demonstration.

Joe Hulsen, born in New Jersey,
based his career on drafting and engi-
neering at P.S.E. & G. where he was
a senior staff engineer for over 37
years. During that period, he renewed
his interest in art when a set of col-
ored pencils inspired him to begin
sketching and later, painting nature
scenes, waterscapes, nautical themes,
studies of buildings and abstracts.

For the last 18 years, he has held
one-man shows at the Les Malamut
Gallery in Union, the latest of which
included his collages. He has also
exhibited at the Price Sisters Art Gal-
lery in Tuckerton. He has received
numerous art awards from the
Westfield Art Association, the Senior
Art Show sponsored by the NJ Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
and Salon 2004 in Westfield.

He has been on the boards of the
Yard School of Art in Montclair and
the Westfield Art Association, and
contributes his artistic gifts to the
community by critiquing for the Teen
Arts Festivals.

NJ

Extracurricular Activities
Valued By College And Self

By VINCE FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I thought that all you had to do to
get into a good college was get good
grades. I had no idea how wrong I
was.

Growing up in the Westfield school
system, I always felt confident in the
education I was getting. I knew that
our public schools were some of the
best in the state, and I did fairly well
without trying too hard. Middle school
allowed me to get a sense of where I
was compared to my peers, and I
learned the techniques that guaran-
teed success in later experiences.

Going into high school seemed like
a major step, but after I became accli-
mated to the environment, my classes
were manageable and sometimes fun.
I got good grades and stayed on top of
my work, and I felt pretty secure. My
confidence stayed high until a few
months into freshman year, when talk
of college began to trickle down from
the juniors and seniors like all gossip
does.

Throughout the stories and tips
from older siblings and friends of
friends, one theme ran throughout: If
you want to get into a better college,
you have to stand out.

This factor did not seem unfair or
unusual. I had always heard about
teenagers in magazines and in the
news who had reduced pollution in
their town or come up with an inge-
nious invention, but I never made the
connection between that and a col-
lege résumé.

For a while, I panicked, thinking I
had missed the boat, failing to ac-

quire some unique talent, which would
boost me to the top. I spent time
thinking about things I did especially
well or hobbies that had slipped my
mind, but found little.

My mom communicated these feel-
ings to my guidance counselor, who
suggested what many students choose
as a vehicle for discovering interests,
school functions. The clubs, sports,
and elective courses in WHS allow
many to refine skills and get involved
in activities they enjoy. I had already
gotten involved in cross-country and
track, which provided great physical
condition and an enjoyable team ex-
perience.

This year, my sophomore year, I
continued with my guidance
counselor’s suggestion, and opted to
take journalism as well as two half-
year social studies electives.

As soon as the clubs begin, I am
going to join the Model UN on a
friend’s recommendation. I’ll also
keep my eyes open for other opportu-
nities in the community to get in-
volved.

Of course, it would be wrong to
just join these pursuits with only col-
lege in mind, as kids are sometimes
accused of in student council and
charity organizations. Hopefully, I
will enjoy them, or at least get a lot
out of them. I am glad to live in a town
where there are so many ways to
stand out and define yourself as an
individual. I still believe in the impor-
tance of good grades and hard work.

Now, with my expanded schedule
and new perspective, I feel content in
where I am and confident in where I

WF Farmers Market
Lends Hurricane Relief

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Farmers Market continues through
the fall every Saturday from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. until October 29 in the South
Avenue train station parking lot.

In addition to farm fresh produce,
flowers, and baked goods, the Farm-
ers Market will host a variety of fall
activities each weekend in Septem-
ber and October, many of which will
benefit Hurricane Katrina relief ef-
forts.

This week, September 17, at the
Westfield Farmers’ Market, arts and
crafts accompanied by the staff
Westfield Area Y staff will be at the
market from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

On September 24, the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce will be offer-
ing a pumpkin painting project. The
chamber will donate funds generated
from the sale of pumpkins to paint
and keep to local Hurricane Katrina
relief efforts.

On October 1 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m., Sandy Deck’s Parties will
present Scooby Doo and on October
8, Terri Colfer will return from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. with new fall stamps
and activities. Ms. Colfer will donate
all proceeds from sales of stamps to
Hurricane Katrina Relief efforts.

Donaldson Farms and Peaceful Val-
ley Orchards are now carrying an
abundance of Jersey Fresh corn, to-
matoes, beans, potatoes, lettuces, pep-
pers, and squashes, plus an assort-
ment of complimentary items, such
as pies, jams, and fresh mozzarella
cheese. The apples and pumpkins will
be arriving soon.

In addition, the Lithuanian Bakery
continues to supply European-style
breads and treats, including Jewish
rye bread, multi-grain breads, a vari-
ety of babkas and deep-dish fruit pies.
The Amish Country Bakery provides
a wide selection of cookies, sweet
bread and slicing breads, as well as
jams, honey, and relishes.

Residents Perform
In Gala Opera Concert

AREA — Area residents Anthony
Cook of Westfield, Carmelyn
Marino of Scotch Plains, Jan
Skutnik of Fanwood, Barbara Burke
of Mountainside will be singing in
the New Jersey State Opera’s 40th
anniversary gala concert “Great Mo-
ments from Grand Opera” at 3 p.m.,
Sunday September 25 at the Paper
Mill Playhouse in Millburn.

This concert will feature the New
Jersey State Opera chorus with pro-
fessional soloists performing fa-
mous choral scenes and arias from
favorite operas. The conductor is
the new New Jersey State Opera
Chorus Master, Jason Tramm, who
resides in Summit. Chorus mem-
bers come from throughout New
Jersey and New York.

Tickets are priced at $25 and $50
and can be ordered at the Paper Mill
Box Office at (973) 376-4343 or online
at www.papermill.org. For more in-
formation, visit www.njstateopera.org.

years, Mr. Pineda played the role of
Thuy in the Broadway production of
Miss Saigon. He also appeared off-
Broadway in The Karaoke Show and
in Babes in Toyland at Lincoln Cen-
ter. Mr. Pineda has performed in the
Lincoln Center Concert of Excellence

and been recog-
nized by NJWA
for his influ-
ence as an
Asian artist.

A vocal
coach and act-
ing teacher at
the New Jersey
Workshop for
the Arts, Mr.
Pineda is also
the artistic di-
rector of The
Little Opera
Company of
New Jersey and
the musical the-

ater programs at the Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop.

Registration information for the
MTW is available at the NJWA office at
150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield,
or by calling (908) 789-9696 for a
brochure. Information on all NJWA
programs is available on the Web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

“Male Bonding” by Gaylee Schachter, acrylic on canvas, 2003.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Teen Arts Exhibit Held
In Elizabeth Gallery
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring the 2005 Teen Arts Touring Ex-
hibit at the Union County Freeholders
Gallery, located on the sixth floor of the
Union County Administration Building
at Elizabethtown Plaza in Elizabeth, from
now through Monday, October 24.

The exhibit consists of 62 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual artworks shown at the 2005 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College.
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“Bursting” by Rose Marie Gatto,
watercolor on paper, 2000.
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