
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 15, 2005 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

McCARTHY SCORES 2, SHELMAN 1, RIGANO SCORES

Blue Devil Girls Top Raiders
On Kehler Stadium Turf, 3-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Blue Devil girls’ soccer team’s
quick passing style and speedy at-
tacking forces stormed past the pow-
erful Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls to seize a 3-1 victory in
the season opener on the new turf
field at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on September 9.

Prior to kickoff, Westfield Athletic
Director Ed Tranchina said, “We have
been dreaming about this for years.
It’s just a great thing for our athletic
program and for the town. It took a lot
of work and a great team effort by the
Westfield Board of Education and the
people involved. I’m glad the girls
started out on this today.”

Junior Erin McCarthy stuffed the
net twice and junior Julie Shelman
scored the third goal for the Blue
Devils and senior goalkeeper Lauren
Sinnenberg finished with 16 saves.
Midfielder senior Kelly Rigano scored
the lone goal for the Raiders. Junior
keeper Lauren Mains made five saves.

“I was not surprised by our perfor-
mance. We were excited to play on a
new field, so I knew we were going to
come out strong,” said Blue Devil

Head Coach Katie Egan. “Scotch
Plains is strong with really good play-
ers, so I was surprised that we went
up by two right away. That was pretty
big for us. We played to our strength
and to our speed. Allie Hambleton
and Kelly Rigano are two kids who
are especially strong for them and we
wanted to shut them down. I thought
our kids did a really good job of that.”

The Blue Devils opened up the
scoring when Andrea Hollander fired
off a shot that bounced high off the
left side crossbar to McCarthy, who
rocketed a header into the left corner
of the net at 7:37.

“It really felt great,” said McCarthy.
“The Raiders are a great team. They’re
very strong physically and have good
speed, so it was tough but we muscled
through.”

The Blue Devils second goal came
at 16:29 when Shelman fired a
bouncer that was snagged by Mains.
However, the momentum caused by
the shot drifted Mains across the goal
line, thus allowing the goal according
to the call of the referee.

“I was there, got the shot at the
right time and gave it all my power,”
said Shelman. “We worked so hard,

played so well, worked as a team and
everyone was positive.”

The Raider offensive forces tat-
tered the Blue Devil net in the second
half when go-to junior midfielder
Hambleton fed Rigano at the 29:12
mark to cut the deficit to, 2-1. How-
ever, the charged-up Devils capital-
ized on a breakaway when McCarthy
sped 40 yards and stuffed the ball into
the goal for a 3-1 edge with 23:32
remaining.

“I felt Bridget Cornwell coming on
to my back pretty strong and Mains
came out at me. I looked towards the
right corner and tried to place the ball
as well as I could and it went in,” said
McCarthy.

“Everything about this game was
huge. We’re opening against our ri-
vals on our new field and we rose to
the occasion,” added co-captain
Sinnenberg. “We’re one of the fastest
teams I have ever seen and it simply
came down to the fact that we wanted
it more. We were more excited, fo-
cused on the game, rose to the occa-
sion and it showed in the first half
when we scored two quick goals.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1
Westfield 2 1 3

DEVISIO, YOUNG SCORE; MEREDITH MAKES BIG SAVE

Raider Soccer Boys Thwart
Cougars’ Bid for Upset, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a huge victory over
Delbarton, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team expected an easy victory over
visiting Cranford on September 12
but did not get it. Instead, it took a
great save by junior goalie Brian

Meredith on a penalty kick with five
minutes remaining to preserve a 2-1
victory.

Sophomore Mike Devisio put the
2-0 Raiders on the board first with a
goal less than eight minutes into the
second half and after Cougar forward
Joe Toloumis knotted the score with
28:57 remaining, Raider senior Sean

Young on an assist from sophomore
Jarek Cohen skid in what turned out
to be the winning goal with 23:56 left
in the game.

The Raiders dominated the first
half sending seven shots on goal while
Meredith was virtually unchallenged.
Cougar goalie James Kulinski kept
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Divine Design

Well designed with the perfect location...this home won’t last long at $599,900!
Visit my website at www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour

Westfield…Thoughtfully designed, this 3 Bedroom home boasts an open and airy floor plan.  Graced with an entry
foyer, this unique layout features a brand new eat-in kitchen with granite countertops and cherry cabinetry. The grade
level family room opens to an updated powder room and laundry room.  Sunlight streams into the Living and Dining
Rooms adding warmth and light to the more formal areas of the home.  The updated main bath is directly accessible
from both the Master Bedroom and hall, making everyday living easy and carefree. Situated on a large lot, this home is
ideally located within walking distance to the elementary, middle, and high schools.  In addition, Tamaques Park with
all its recreational facilities and walking trails is just a stone’s throw away.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO HEAD A THROW IN…Raider senior Sean Young, right, attempts to head a throw in from teammate
Jeff Bell in the game against Cranford. Young did score one of the Raiders’ two goals.

STRONG RUSHES 129 YDS, SCORES; BRAND GETS TD

Raider Footballers Trample
Red Raiders, 21-6, in Opener

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of punishment was handed
out in the season opener by the
very young Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football defense while
the offense scored three touch-
downs to roll over visiting Newark
Eastside, 21-6 in Scotch Plains on
September 10.

Versatile senior halfback Rashawn
Strong inflicted major damage, rush-
ing 129 yards on 23 carries, including
touchdown (TD) runs of 14 yards and
20 yards, respectively, and had one
reception for 27 yards. Junior half-
back Greg Brand gobbled up 45 yards
on nine carries including a touch-
down plunge of one yard. Senior quar-
terback Colin Weber completed two
of 14 passes for 56 yards and scooted
23 yards on five carries. Junior wide
receiver Kyle Rowbotham snagged
one reception for 29 yards.

“This was the first start for a lot of

our kids. Sometimes you play so ner-
vous and try so hard that you don’t go
anywhere. That was the case in the
beginning I thought. They have to
learn to play within themselves and
not get too emotional and I think we
ironed that out in the second half,”
expressed Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “Defensively, we gave up
one pass in the first half; however, we
played really well I thought, particu-
larly in the second half. This is mainly

a rookie team learning how to win
and they were rewarded by their ef-
fort.”

The first Scotch Plains TD came
with 5:13 remaining in the second
quarter. Rowbotham sprinted down
the right side and leaped to haul in
Weber’s pass for a 29-yard gain at the
East Side 14-yard line. Strong then got
great blocks on a draw play and bolted
his way to a touchdown. Senior Matt

Lady Blue Devils Rap Kent Place in Tennis
The Westfield High School tennis girls gave a strong indication that they

most likely are the top team in Union County after defeating Kent Place, 5-
0, in Westfield on September 7. Last season, Kent Place won the Union
County Championship and finished ranked ninth in the state. Westfield
finished second in the county tournament and was ranked 15th in the state.
1st singles: Nikki Reich d. Amanda Barletta, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3
2nd singles: Lindsay Goldberg d. Allison Oberlander, 6-2, 6-3
3rd singles: Lane Maloney d. Rachel Blake, 6-1, 6-0;
1st Doubles: Lisa Aliche and Jessica Bender d. Mia Feitel and Alex Brierley, 6-1, 6-4
2nd Doubles: Rachel Louie and Kim Morawsky d. Lauren Zajad and Sarah
Gadsden, 6-1, 6-1.
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSITY WITH A PURPOSE…Scotch Plains Raider Colleen LaForge and Westfield Blue Devil Erin McCarthy mix
it up in the girls soccer showdown on the new turf at Kehler Stadium in Westfield. McCarthy notched two goals forthe Devils.

St. Bart’s Championship Game
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