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AT A CROSSROADS…Michael Kowalski, shown above, has been appointed as
the new principal of The Crossroads School, located at 45 Cardinal Drive in
Westfield. Mr. Kowalski has been involved with the autism community for the
past six years as a school psychologist and supervisor of special education.

Crossroads School Assists
Children With Autism

WESTFIELD — The Crossroads
School, located at 45 Cardinal Drive
in Westfield, is a public school run
under the direction of the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission, which serves the needs of
children age three to 12 with autism
and autism-related disorders.

A Miller-trained Teacher of the
Handicapped, in addition to two
trained paraprofessionals, leads the
students. A staff of occupational,
physical and speech therapists also
support the students.

The Miller Method is an action-
oriented program based on Dr. Arnold
Miller’s theory that children learn
best when they can move and have
physical interactions with people and
objects. This method of learning helps
children organize their behavior, de-
velop concepts of time and space,
solve problems and form relation-
ships with people.

A child with autism often lacks body
awareness and motor planning skills.
An important tool utilized at Cross-
roads is the Elevated Square. Accord-
ing to Dr. Miller, this multi-use plat-
form, raised three feet off the ground,
helps students develop a heightened
state of awareness, as they work with
therapists and teachers to reorganize
themselves and increase the aware-
ness of where their bodies are in space.

In-class video conferencing also
provides parents and staff with an
opportunity to interact with Dr. Miller
and have him make specific recom-
mendations for treatment.

Michael Kowalski has been ap-
pointed as the new principal at The
Crossroads School.

The school is currently interview-
ing and accepting new students. Par-
ents are encouraged to contact their
school district for more information
about touring the facilities and sched-
uling an interview. Crossroads can be
reached at (908) 232-6655

Graduated WHS in ‘75? Please
Come to our 30th Class Reunion

Saturday, October 15, 2005
Holiday Inn in Springfield,

304 Route 22 West
(973) 376 9400

(call if you want to stay over)
 

Please print off form at http://
www.reunions-unlimited.com/
images/westfield75i.pdf
and mail it back to the company
organizing this event. 
 
RSVP by September 24, 2005.
 

Useful contact info:

Reunions Unlimited:
info@reunions-unlimited.com
732-617-1000

Glen Kehler:
glenkehler@comcast.net
908-654-1277

Lisa Bender:
lisa_bender@harrismccully.com
212-984-2295

Brian Kelly
bkelly@rightnow.com
973-763-2776

WF Schools Announce
Back-to-School Nights

WESTFIELD — Parents and
guardians of public school students
in Westfield are invited to back-to-
school nights scheduled on the fol-
lowing dates in September:

Thursday, September 15,
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 7
p.m.

Monday, September 19, Wash-
ington School, grade 5, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 21,
Franklin School, grades K to 2, 7
p.m.

Thursday, September 22,
Franklin School, grades 3 to 5, 7
p.m.

Thursday, September 22, Wash-
ington School, grades 2 to 4, 7 p.m.

Thursday, September 22,
Jefferson School, grades 1 to 2 and
K-a.m., 7:30 p.m.; grades 3 to 5 and
K-p.m., 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, September 22,
Tamaques School, K to 2, 7:30 p.m.;
Grades 3 to 5, 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, September 22, Wilson
School, K to 2, 7 to 7:45 p.m.; Grades
3 to 5, 8 to 8:45 p.m.

Thursday, September 22,
McKinley School, 7 p.m. general
session in gym; classroom presenta-
tions at 7:30 and 8:10 p.m.

Thursday, September 29, Westfield
High School, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 6, Edison In-
termediate School, 7 p.m.

Arielle Dance Is Chosen
For Debutante Program

WESTFIELD —Arielle Dance, a
resident of Westfield and a student at
Westfield High School, has been se-
lected to participate in the 2005 Debu-
tante Leadership Program sponsored
by the Essex County Chapter of The
Links, Inc.

The program is offered every other
year by invitation only to outstanding
female high school sophomores and
juniors in northern and central New
Jersey, who have demonstrated aca-
demic excellence and a commitment
to community service. The 2005 pro-
gram includes 34 girls from five New
Jersey counties.

TALKING TEACHING — On the first day of school, last Tuesday, Princeton
University’s Dr. John Webb, left, spoke at Westfield High School on the impor-
tance of effective teachers and the influence they have on the lives of students.
Principal Robert Petix, right, invited Dr. Webb to speak at the event.

Dr. John Webb Speaks
About Effective Teachers

WESTFIELD — This past Tuesday,
on the first day of school, Westfield
teachers met for their first faculty meet-
ing to discuss goals for the coming year.
Princeton University’s Dr. John Webb
launched the morning with his speech
“Opening Day Reminder” – a collec-
tion of his thoughts and ideas on the
importance of effective teachers.

Dr. Webb is the director of the Pro-
gram in Teacher Preparation at Princeton
University. Additionally, Dr. Webb over-
sees the university’s highly respected
Teachers As Scholars Program that brings
area teachers to campus to study with
distinguished Princeton professors.

Dr. Webb reminded Westfield High
School (WHS) staff of the influence
they have on the lives of students. He
recounted the importance of teach-
ers’ “hearts, souls and beliefs.” Dr.
Webb emphasized that these compo-
nents highlight the interactions and
learning that occur in the classroom.

Dr. Webb was mindful of the many
requirements demanded of teachers
in the form of assessments, standard-
ized tests and political reform. How-
ever, he reminded the staff that adher-
ence to these alone does not make an
effective teacher. Certainly, he said,
they are important, but students are
more prone to remember the way that
a teacher builds relationships; they
remember whether or not a teacher
knew their name, attended a game, or

asked about a family member.
Dr. Webb encouraged the staff to

make this their aim. He explained
that relationships are the catalyst to
student growth and are the best way
to create forums for student learning.

Social Studies teacher Karen Stark
said she was impressed and motivated
by Dr. Webb’s remarks. She said,
“Teaching really is an art. It’s some-
thing that’s not always scientific or
quantifiable. It has to come from the
heart in order to be done well.”

Principal Dr. Robert Petix, who in-
vited Dr. Webb to speak, said he was
grateful for the words of encourage-
ment and direction offered to the WHS
staff. Dr. Petix noted, “It is important
to start the year with a positive outlook
and a clear understanding of goals. Dr.
Webb’s words provided both. His re-
marks cited not only the importance of
scholarly knowledge, but also the re-
lationships which serve as a vehicle to
transmit that knowledge.”

Majority of WHS Grads
Pursue Higher Education

WESTFIELD — A total of 92 per-
cent of the Westfield High School
Class of 2005 are embarking on the
road to higher education this fall.
According to a statistical report re-
leased by the WHS Guidance Office,
86 percent are entering four-year col-
leges and universities, while five per-
cent are attending two-year colleges
and less than one percent have en-
tered vocational, business and other
post high school institutions.

The remainder have accepted em-
ployment or had future plans that were
undecided at the time of graduation.

Although the colleges selected are
from coast-to-coast and even Canada
and Italy, most of the colleges and
universities chosen by the class of 2005
are located in the eastern United States.

Some of the more popular out-of-
state colleges and universities selected
by this year’s graduates include: Uni-
versity of Delaware (10 students);
Lehigh University (nine); Gettysburg
College (eight); University of Michi-
gan (seven); New York University
(seven); University of Rhode Island
(seven); James Madison University
(six); Brown University (five); Lafayette

College (five); and Marist College (five).
A total of 69 WHS graduates are

continuing their education in New
Jersey, with 52 attending four-year
colleges and universities and 17 en-
tering two-year colleges.

The most widely attended New Jer-
sey school is Rutgers, with 12 WHS
graduates attending various colleges
within the university. Kean Univer-
sity is next in enrollment, with 10
students from WHS.

Seven out of the eight Ivy League
schools will be attended by at least
one WHS graduate this year.

Looking at two-year institutions of
higher learning, Union County Col-
lege welcomed 13 WHS graduates
this fall. A total of 375 students (or
100 percent) received WHS diplo-
mas this year, including 16 students
who attended special education out-
of-district schools.

A complete list of schools attended
by WHS graduates will be available
on the Guidance Department web site
at www.westfieldnjk12/westfieldhigh.

Teachers Get Welcome,
Orientation in Westfield

WESTFIELD — A total of 44 new
teachers, five new guidance counse-
lors and a school social worker were
welcomed to the Westfield Public
Schools by Superintendent Dr. Will-
iam Foley during a new teacher ori-
entation breakfast on September 1.
For the most part, the new hires are
replacing those who have retired, re-
signed or are on leave.

Dr. Foley noted that the new teach-
ers were selected from more than 1,500
applicants. Bachelor degrees are held
by 58 percent of the new hires, while
40 percent earned masters degrees and
one holds a doctorate. Four are
Westfield High School graduates.

Dr. Foley advised the new teachers
to set clear expectations, be positive,
communicate with parents, keep
learning and share ideas with each
other and their mentors.

Board of Education President Anne
Riegel and Michael Seiler of the
Westfield Education Association for-
mally greeted the teachers. Mrs.
Riegel said, “Our outstanding staff is
one of our greatest strengths.”

Mr. Seiler told his new colleagues,
“This is an excellent community
where education is a priority and your
task does not go unappreciated.”

The new teachers completed a
three-day orientation program as part
of Westfield’s New Teacher Institute,
focusing on Classroom Management,
Differentiation of Instruction and
Technology. Following that, they re-
ceived orientation at the school level
from their principals and mentors.

Professional development dates are
set for the fall and winter to continue the
training schedule for the new teachers.

Arielle Dance

Please come to an open house with Sunrise Assisted
Living and Weichert Realtors®, who offers nearly 350
company-owned and franchise offices and specializes
in providing personal services to seniors in regard to
senior housing. Learn how the Weichert team can
support and counsel seniors and family members as
decisions about a move become necessary.

Information on the following topics includes:

• Selling your home quickly at the best possible price
• Securing financial services such as mortgages, loans

and insurance
• Providing quick access to the equity in your

current home
• Helping with home-related services and repairs
• Organizing your move

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield             908-317-3030             Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Join Sunrise of Westfield and Weichert Realtors for an Open House
Sunday, September 25th, 2005 • 11:30am-3:30pm

Featuring tours, refreshments and a raffle – RSVP by Sept. 22nd

Resident Joins Fight
Against Cancer

WESTFIELD —Jennifer Lane will
be raising funds for cancer research
by walking in the 17th annual Boston
Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk to be
held this Sunday, September 18.

Ms. Lane will join more than 6,500
participants, who are expected to raise
$4.75 million for cancer research and
care for children and adults at Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

Over the past 16 years, walkers
and their supporters have contrib-
uted more than $35 million to Dana-
Farber. This funding supports can-
cer research to find cures and better
treatments for all forms of the dis-
ease. It also provides special ser-
vices and assists with costs of pa-
tient care and treatment.

Westfield Student
Named To Dean’s List
WESTFIELD —Robert Freundlich

of Westfield was named to the Dean’s
List for the spring 2005 semester at
The Johns Hopkins University. To be
selected for this honor, a student must
earn a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher on a 4.0 scale.

Robert is the son of Drs. Richard
and Nancy Freundlich and attended
Westfield High School in Westfield.

Robert, who majored in German,
graduated in May 2005.SP-FW Alumni Assoc.

Remember James Muir
SCOTCH PLAINS —The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association will meet on Tuesday,
September 20 at 7:30 p.m. in Room
101 of the high school.

Marie Di Francesco Leppert, Class
of 1944, will present a program she
calls “Remembering James Conklin
Muir, Soldier, Athlete, Intellectual.”
Mr. Muir, in a ski division during
World War II in Italy, was killed in
battle. Mr. Muir, Class of 1942, was a
part of the Muir family honored by the
naming of the street, Muir Terrace,
and the now defunct Muir School.

His father, Alexander Muir, was a
leader in the community. John Gausz,
Class of 1942, will follow Ms.
Leppert’s presentation with a synop-
sis of Mr. Muir’s military career and
the battle, which ended his life. Pic-
tures of Mr. Muir and maps of the
battle area will augment the program.

Refreshments and socialization
will follow. The alumni association
welcomes history buffs, World War II
buffs, all alumni and friends of the
Muir family.

Driver Education
Returns To Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Adult School is now offering driver
education. Classes begin Monday,
September 26 and continue through
Monday, November 28. The curricu-
lum follows the state mandate and is
an important step in qualifying for an
insurance discount, a school spokes-
person said.

Classroom instruction is offered
through the Adult School and meets
on Monday evenings at the Westfield
High School. Behind-the-wheel train-
ing is provided by the state-certified
Edison Driving School.

Students should register in person on
Monday, September 19, from 6:30 to 9
p.m. at Westfield High School or by
mail. Forms and complete course infor-
mation are available in the catalog, at
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool, or
by calling (908) 232-4050.
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