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Letters to
the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sakeen – A wild goat of the

Himalayas
2. Tentation – Experimental adjust-

ment
3. Temulentive – Somewhat intoxi-

cated
4. Miff – To take offense or quarrel

SURPHUL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Out of use
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. To bathe with medicated water

PECCADILLO
1. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
2. A petty fault or minor offense
3. A vagabond
4. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

IDONEOUS
1. Self-absorbed
2. Producing a slight glow
3. Suitable; proper
4. Peaceful; friendly

TORMINA
1. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
2. Turmoil
3. Severe gripping pains in the bowels
4. Extreme doubt, disbelief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Westfield School Finances Are Limited,
While Enrollment Is Growing

rooms, the Board of Education has agreed
that it would not be prudent to hire an
additional kindergarten teacher for
Jefferson School.

When we cut $750,000 from the bud-
get in May after the school budget was
defeated, both the board and town council
tried to avoid harm to existing programs.
At that time, we cut two unfilled elemen-
tary positions because our enrollment in
first grade had dropped. When it went up
during the summer at Jefferson School, I
created a fourth first grade with class
sizes of 18. I found the funds by not filling
a secretarial position at the high school
and postponing the appointment of a plant
manager.

While Mrs. Rogers may not have sup-
ported the December 2004 bond for the new
field and track at Kehler Stadium, the
Westfield community did, and those funds
may only be used for that purpose. Any fund
balance will be returned to the taxpayer.

The board and I will continue to listen
to requests from the community for addi-
tional expenditures. We must remind ev-
eryone, however, that our finances are
limited, our enrollment growing and not
every request can be funded, especially
when there is a reasonable alternative for
meeting the needs of our children. I en-
courage Mrs. Rogers and all our parents
to show support and encouragement to
their children as they enter school this
year. I am confident that their academic
experience will be a fulfilling one and I
wish all our parents and students an en-
joyable and successful school year.

Superintendent William Foley
Westfield Public Schools

A Bike-Friendly Westfield Would
Improve Our Community Lifestyles

Congress Should Scrap the Pork to
Help the South Overcome Katrina
The recovery and rebuilding in the wake of last month’s

devastating hurricane that nearly destroyed New Orleans
and caused severe damage elsewhere on the Gulf Coast
will likely cost upwards of $200 billion, at least according
to initial estimates. This is on top of a war that’s costing
us nearly $100 million every day and a federal deficit that
tops $300 billion.

Already, Congress has approved billions of dollars in
assistance for the region, and more is on the way. All these
figures beg an important question: Where is all this money
going to come from? Here’s one answer, although it
would take an act of real political courage by the House
and Senate, whose members would, for once, have to
show real concern for the common good rather than their
own narrow interests.

Earlier this summer, Congress overwhelmingly passed,
and President Bush, again failing to locate his ever-
elusive veto pen, enthusiastically signed into law, a mas-
sive $286 billion transportation bill  loaded with some $25
billion in pork barrel projects that outraged even some
Republicans who are starting to remember that their party
used to be the one decrying fiscal profligacy.

The king of the transportation bill’s pork-laden list of
more than 6,000 earmarks is undoubtedly the several
hundred million in taxpayer dollars that will build two
bridges in Alaska, one of which will connect the mainland
with an island with a population of 50. But then there’s
also the $2.5 million for a Blue Ridge Music Center in
Virginia; $1.5 million for the Henry Ford Museum in
Michigan; $3 million for a hiking trail in Richmond, Ind.;
$6.5 million to restore the Wilmington, Del. Train station;

and $7 million for snowmobile trails in Vermont.
Closer to home, there’s $320,000 to replace a bridge on

Prospect Avenue in Summit; $392,000 to replace traffic
signals at Centennial and Lincoln Avenues and Walnut
and Lincoln Avenues in Cranford; $400,000 for a
streetscape project in Rahway; $5.4 million for improve-
ments to Route 22 in Bridgewater between Route 287 and
Route 202-206; $2 million for a waterfront pedestrian and
bike access path in Newark; $8 million for a waterfront
walkway in Hoboken; $1.7 million for a bus facility in
Freehold; and $836,000 for Trenton trolley development.

I’m sure proponents could make a case for why all of
these projects are absolutely necessary at this time, but
given the tens of billions of dollars needed to rebuild New
Orleans and the Gulf Coast, Congress should bite the
political bullet — and perhaps raise their standing a bit
with a very cynical public — and rescind the $25 billion
in frivolous pork projects and, instead, redirect that money
to the recovery and rebuilding efforts in the south.

The great majority of the money in the transportation
bill is for legitimate transportation and infrastructure
needs around the country, but nearly 10 percent of that
$286 billion is not vital or needed or necessary during a
time when it’s more important to rebuild The Big Easy —
which is a vital port and truly important to the national
economy—and the surrounding environs.

Granted, New Jersey’s share of the pork isn’t as embar-
rassing as some other states, but it would be a real act of
leadership for Sens. Corzine and Lautenberg and our 13
representatives, including Mike Ferguson, to give up
something for the greater good.

It’s Time to Review Visions and
Plans for Community Access TV

Technology improvements, and the lower costs of
doing what we already know how, enable advances today
in community access TV — far greater than those envi-
sioned when the planning for the direction of local TV
was reviewed in depth in 1999. Also, many individuals
have developed the skills necessary to produce quality
content for airing. However, questions raised in 1999 still
linger and opportunities presented then haven’t been
seized – those involving jurisdiction, sharing resources,
coordinated emergency communication, cable contracts,
distribution arrangements and overall vision. In these
respects, little has changed.

One obvious gripe then that still exists is that towns
cannot view telecasts of neighboring towns – towns that are
culturally and economically integrated.

As example, Westfielders cannot view its neighbors a
few blocks away, such as in Mountainside, Cranford,
Clark, Summit, Springfield and Berkeley Heights. Nor
can those communities view what’s happening in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

We believe that it’s even more important today that this
viewing limitation is removed. First, it would provide for
improved emergency management information transfer.
Secondly, top-level content could be shared and consoli-
dated on a single station, attracting more viewers with
quality programs. Thirdly, each town could learn from the
other, enriching everyone’s quality of life and sense of
community. Bulletin boards, which are of regional inter-
est, could be shared – viewers would know where to look,
and wastefully dull duplication would end.

In 1999, the cable company said there were not enough
channel slots available to make this happen. There were
about 70 channels then on the network, and they were
flooded with infomercials. Today, there are about 200
channels. All that was added includes more infomercials,
less quality content and higher monthly bills.

To us, today, and as stated in 1999, there is considerable

room for improvement of the telecast arrangement. Un-
derstandably, the cable company needs to make a profit,
but shouldn’t there be a higher standard applied? It’s been
six years without improvement – but backsliding has
occurred in our opinion.

Technology changes that are already here will eventu-
ally force changes to how cable TV operates – satellite TV
and webcasting on the Internet are two such realities.

As everything is digitally recorded today, piping content
through DSL or a T1 fiber-optic cable from a town meeting
to the Internet for webcasting is now a reality. Tomorrow,
the signal piping may go from the town meeting to satellite
and then to the Internet – and to your cell phone. Two weeks
ago, NBC news was at the Westfield Fire station broadcast-
ing live to the nation via satellite – and that’s not new
technology.

After all is said and done, “content is king” – it’s the
most expensive and time-consuming component of pub-
lishing ‘on the air’ or ‘in print.’ It also requires people with
creativity and initiative, which is hard to price.

Bill McMeekan, who directs Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School video operations, has an idea we think has
merit. The school has the facilities for TV show produc-
tions that can be made available for sharing with other
communities. His equipment needs an upgrade, but if
several communities share the cost, a first-class produc-
tion studio can result for all to use.

Mr. McMeekan also favors the idea of developing the
technique to pipe the productions to the Internet. It’s
forward thinking like this that will take our communities
to the next level. From a content development perspective,
Mr. McMeekan has demonstrated his talent in many
places, including Westfield High School and with his
private operations.

Maybe it’s time for the region to review their visions
and plans for community access TV. There are many more
options and opportunities today than in 1999.

Has Greed Replaced Pride Once Felt
From Westfield Home Ownership?

CONTACT We Care In Need Of
Volunteers To Cope With Katrina

I am an old WHS graduate and a recent
college graduate. I have been lucky enough
to travel and live abroad, mainly in West-
ern Europe, throughout much of my higher
education and I have begun to take notice
of both the deliberate and the uninten-
tional structure and organization of towns
and cities. I have also noticed how a
layout of a town can, and most definitely
does, go on to affect the actions and
attitudes of the residents, whether it is
positive or negative.

I also really like riding my bike.
Westfield residents take pride in their

town for a reason. It is the same reason
why so many people milling around town
aren’t from town. Westfield, chiefly the
downtown, is a step above the surround-
ing areas. This said, I believe Westfield
should also be aiming to be a step ahead.

I went to college in Ithaca, N.Y., which
is a consumer conscious, environmen-
tally-friendly kind of place. Like many
there, biking was my chief mode of trans-
portation and it always got me where I
needed to go. Westfield is a different
story. I run errands on my bike in Westfield
but often arrive at my destination an-
noyed and disgruntled because of the
inconsideration of the very large vehicles
with whom I am sharing the road.

Westfield needs designated bike paths
in the downtown area and other popular
areas like parks and schools. This is im-
portant for Westfield for several reasons.
Firstly, it is economically sound. Parents,
stop paying for your kid’s gas when they
are only driving the car from the north
side to the south side and back again.
From personal experience, I can attest
that the vast majority of the time a kid gets
into a car, or a parent gets into his or her
own vehicle for that matter, it is to drive
two miles to the Starbuck’s parking lot
where there isn’t even a parking spot.
Bringing me to my second point: parking,
or lack there of. Traffic congestion in
general, it shouldn’t take anyone five
minutes to make a left turn onto Central
Avenue from East Broad Street. I can go
on with the obvious. Biking is exercise.
We need exercise. Frivolously wasting
gas is bad for the environment. We need
the environment. Et cetera.

If everyone in the world lived the way
an American does, we would need a total

of five Earths to sustain ourselves. If
everyone lived the way a Westfielder
does, we would probably need the whole
galaxy. (Lets remember this jaw dropper:
92 percent of the world’s people do not
own cars.) I don’t believe it is that the
people of Westfield are selfish, but that
there aren’t any convenient, safe alterna-
tives to driving your car around a town
that is less than seven square miles. Hav-
ing designated and respected biking paths
would encourage a healthy way to get to
and fro.

Making Westfield a bike-friendly com-
munity would set a strong, positive ex-
ample to our neighbors, as well as im-
proving the lifestyles of our residents.

And, as I said, I also really like riding
my bike.

Mary Lorraine Snauffer
Westfield

I’d like to thank Tom Bigosinski and
Councilman Sal Caruana for their articles
in the September 8th Westfield Leader
dealing with the recent trend of how
McMansions are replacing, not only the
charming architecture of years gone by,
but the greenery of stately trees that date
back to past generations.

By now, every Westfield resident can
relate: an older home, perhaps small, but
appropriate for the lot and the neighbor-
hood, is purchased by a builder without so
much as a “For Sale” sign. Soon thereaf-
ter, the demolition begins — first the
landscape, then the structure. Four-to-six
months later, a hulking, out-of-place be-
hemoth crowds the site, and breaks the
cohesiveness of the quiet streets.

Up until now, I thought it was just me
who shook their head at this rampant re-
development, but seeing Bigosinski’s and
Caruana’s pieces makes me realize that
others have the very same concerns. The
question now is, “What do we, as a com-
munity, do about it?”

While we’ve all enjoyed property value
appreciations over the past few years,
we’re paying the price now, and this is

even before the prognosticated “bubble”
bursts. Our land has become so sought
after, that greed has replaced the pride
once felt from home ownership.

Can we fault the homeowners who sell:
if we could get the dollars we wanted for
our homes, without the hassle of real
estate commissions, would we? Can we
fault the builders: they’re not doing any-
thing illegal, and they’re certainly mak-
ing quite a profit in these transactions.
Can we fault the Town of Westfield: it
probably sees this as an emerging rev-
enue stream of new building permits and
increased tax dollars on the larger homes.

The house next door to mine, as well as
the house across the street, have both
been purchased for the purpose of tearing
them down and replacing them with larger
homes. I have six months of noise, heavy
equipment, dumpsters, and port-o-johns
to look forward to. And even when the
contractors leave, the “McMansions” will
still remain.

Again, “What do we, as a community,
do about it?”

Jeff Forbes
Westfield

Citizens of Westfield, like Americans
everywhere, have responded to the disas-
ter on the Gulf Coast with compassionate
offerings of money and goods to assist the
most basic needs of the survivors. Over
the coming months, the many victims of
this disaster will be going through a slow,
painful process of resettling and rebuild-
ing their lives, some in new locations,
perhaps far from extended family mem-
bers and the places they once called home.
As they do so, they will be coping with
extreme stresses of dislocation.

CONTACT We Care and other crisis
centers around the country expect calls
from traumatized victims of the Katrina
disaster to multiply as these victims
struggle with grief, anxiety, depression
and despair. Those of us who belong to
national networks are in the process of
figuring out how we can share the burden

of the vastly increased volume of calls we
expect in the coming months and distrib-
ute calls through toll-free numbers to
centers all over the United States.

To manage the expected call-volume
increase, we need additional volunteers
to staff the phones to offer solace and
empathy to those who need spiritual com-
fort as they try to pick up the pieces of
their lives. Anyone who believes they
have good listening skills, a gentle,
empathetic telephone manner and a pa-
tient disposition should call us to find out
about enrolling in our new training class.
We need your help so we can give our
help to those who need and seek it.

For more information about how you
can help, call (908) 301-1899.

David Owens, Executive Director
CONTACT We Care, Westfield

WF Council Urges:
Support Katrina Victims

Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the
Westfield Town Council are helping to
organize a town-wide effort to aid the
victims of Hurricane Katrina. Council-
man Sal Caruana and Councilman Larry
Goldman are leading the initiative and are
reaching out to the Westfield Board of
Education, Westfield Chamber of Com-
merce, Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, Westfield YMCA and other organi-
zations in town for their support.

After much thought and contact with
various relief efforts and other munici-
palities Councilmen Caruana and
Goldman advised the council on Septem-
ber 9, that the most effective and efficient
means at this time for our residents to help
those 500,000 people whose lives have
been ravaged by this tragedy is with cash
contributions to the American Red Cross,
either at our local chapter house at 321
Elm Street (908-232-7090), by phone at
1-800-HELP NOW, or online at
www.redcross.org.

The donation drive will culminate at
the Westfield’s annual Festifall on Sun-
day, September 25, now “D-Day”-Dona-
tion Day for Katrina’s victims. All of
those groups or individuals who are spon-
soring collections, fundraisers, bake sales,
etc. are encouraged to bring their dona-
tions to the American Red Cross tent (to
be located at the intersection Elm and
Broad) at Festifall between 11 a.m. and 5
p.m.

Planning has begun for Festifall, the
annual street fair sponsored by the
Westfield area Chamber of Commerce,
to also feature reminders of the victims’
need, locations to make cash contribu-
tions and items for sale such as memorial
wristbands with proceeds going to the
cause.

Councilman Caruana explained the
strategy in a plea to Westfield residents
for their support: “At this stage, the dona-
tion of hard goods; food, clothes, bottled
water; is made very problematic by of the
logistics involved in storing, shipping
and distributing them to such a dispersed
population. We believe the same needs
can be addressed strategically and eco-
nomically by supporting with cash dona-
tions those experienced organizations
such as the Red Cross who are on the
ground and in position to help the victims.
We anticipate that in the near future,
families will be relocated to Westfield
and other towns in our area. As these
programs emerge, donations of hard goods
will be needed locally; however, we are
also encouraging our residents to also
support Westfield relief efforts that have
identified effective distribution channels
for limited needs, such as soap, toiletries,
etc.”

Councilman Goldman added, “Due to
the enormity of the catastrophe and the
daunting tasks ahead in terms of provid-
ing relief to displaced persons and re-
building portions of New Orleans and the
Gulf Coast, cash contributions to the Red
Cross or other organizations with a pipe-
line to the Red Cross will have the great-
est impact on the greatest number of
people. By no means, however, do we
want to deter individuals from supporting
more directed relief efforts such as assist-
ing one or more families to resettle in
Westfield or specific causes with which
they have personal connections. The con-
sequences of Katrina call for all of us to
reach deeper in terms of our charitable
giving and take extra steps.”

For further information please contact
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the
American Red Cross at 908-232-7090 or
Councilman Sal Caruana at (212) 233-4039.

Westfield Councilmen
Sal Caruana

Larry Goldman

Please Help Gulf Coast
Families Recover

Like you, I have grieved at the images
of devastation throughout the Gulf region
as a result of Hurricane Katrina and its
aftermath. It has been heartbreaking to
see this tragedy unfold.

On Tuesday, I volunteered at the Cen-
tral New Jersey chapter of the American
Red Cross, where there are so many people
giving – sharing their time, donating their
blood and giving money to be spent where
it is most needed. While I was there, I met
many people who were giving their own
time to undergo specialized training and
travel to the devastated region.

Doug and I have been pleased to give
both time and money to these important
efforts. I want to encourage you to do
whatever you can for people from the
Gulf Coast region who are suffering such
hardships in Katrina’s wake.

It is up to all of us to support our fellow
Americans in their time of need. Please
join me in giving through one of the
dozens of organizations who are helping
to meet the needs of thousands.

Andrea Forrester
West Windsor

I am writing in response to Mrs. Rogers’
letter in the September 8 edition of The
Westfield Leader, in which she implies
that Jefferson students are being treated
differently. Mrs. Rogers compared the
kindergarten class sizes of Jefferson with
those of Tamaques and Wilson Schools.
She neglected to compare Jefferson’s with
Washington School, which has similar
kindergarten class sizes.

In a perfect world, all our class sizes
would be the same across the district. In
reality, we see a distribution of enroll-
ment based on the demographics of each
neighborhood school. In Westfield, we
have six elementary schools with 19 half-
day kindergarten sessions. A third of our
parents transport their children to private
kindergarten, who then enter the public
schools in first grade.

I have offered to the kindergarten par-
ents at Jefferson and Washington this
year the option of enrolling their children
at Tamaques, McKinley or Wilson, which
are experiencing low kindergarten class
sizes. I do not see a class size of 23 as a
“problem” as Mrs. Rogers implied; how-
ever, I agree with our policy that smaller
class sizes in the primary grades are pre-
ferred.

As we enter the school year, I will be
faced with many anticipated expenses.
The price of heating the schools this win-
ter is an obvious concern as well as un-
foreseen special education expenses. We
incurred $350,000 in additional out-of-
district expenses mid-year for special
needs students. In a school budget that
already has been cut $750,000, and with
space available in other kindergarten class-
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