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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Franklin H. Spirn, M.D.

is pleased to announce that

BENJAMIN D. SPIRN, M.D.
VITREO-RETINAL SPECIALIST

has joined his practice to treat diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration, and surgical

diseases of the retina, vitreous and macula.

A native of Westfield, Dr. Benjamin Spirn is an honors graduate of Cornell University.  He

received his medical training from Mount Sinai Medical School, UMDNJ-NJ Medical

School and University of British Columbia, Vancouver General Hospital.

1656 Oak Tree Road
Edison, New Jersey 08820

732-549-8080

U.S. Rep. Ferguson Assists In
Relief Efforts on Gulf Coast

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

United States  Representative
Michael Ferguson (R-NJ) spent last
weekend helping in relief efforts in
New Orleans. The Congressman trav-
eled south over the Labor Day week-
end with his brother-in-law, as well
current and former staff members, to
assist in the relief efforts.

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times con-
ducted a phone interview with the
congressman last Thursday. The ac-
tual discussion can be heard at
goleader.com/video. The following
is an abbreviated summary of the
interview:

Leader/Times: Congressman, why
did you decide to go to the region?

Rep. Ferguson: I was watching the
coverage last week and was just heart-
broken by what I was seeing. (His
wife) Maureen and I were talking
about what we could do. We had
decided to make a contribution. How-
ever, I really felt like I should go
down there. So, I asked Maureen,
‘would you be willing to hold down
the fort for the weekend with the kids
on your own if I go down there?’ And
she said ‘it’s a great idea.’ I called
Congressman Bobby Jindal (R-La.)
and asked him if he needed a few
extra pair of hands and he said ‘yea.’
So the four of us flew down on Friday
(September 2).

Leader/Times: What did you do
once you arrived in Baton Rouge?

Rep. Ferguson: When we got  down
there we asked Congressman Jindal
‘where should we go?’ He directed us
to two shelters: one with the First
Baptist Church of Baton Rouge,
which was converted into a shelter
for moms with newborns. They had
all been airlifted out of University
Hospital in New Orleans. So they had
several dozen of moms and their ba-
bies. And the other shelter was the
River Center, which is a big facility
where they have about 5,000 evacu-
ees. It’s run by the Red Cross. When
we were going to fly to Baton Rouge,
we found out that they had no cars
left. So, we actually had to fly to
Dallas and rent a car there and drive
to Baton Rouge. It was about an  eight-
and-a-half-hour drive. We got to Ba-
ton Rouge late Friday night and

worked Saturday and Sunday and
came home Monday.

The First Baptist shelter was run by
the pastor there. I asked, ‘what can
we do,’ and he said, ‘you can collect
the trash.’ So that was the first thing I
did. I was never so happy to collect
garbage because you knew you were
doing something that needed to be
done. You knew you were helping
somebody.

Leader/Times: When you arrived
in the city, what were your first im-
pressions of the devastation?

Rep. Ferguson: Listening to the
stories of people who have been air-
lifted out of New Orleans was rivet-
ing and heartbreaking. Getting down
to the River Center where there are
5,000 people, it was overwhelming to
see. People who are still trying to find
family members. Others are trying to
take care of their kids. I was working
with a mom who had 16 children.
Only nine of them were there at the
shelter. Her kids ranged from 23 to
one. Her oldest is serving in Iraq. Her
youngest, who is a one-year-old boy,
was sitting on her lap.

We were quite busy running around
trying to provide meals and clothes,
trying to help people find their loved
ones, making sure people got proper
medical care.

We also spent part of the day on
Sunday going down to the edge of
New Orleans. We went to a commu-
nity called Kenner. Congressman
Jindal has asked us to go down there
to bring some food and water and
supplies to the police department who
had been working overtime and also
to check on a family member at a
shelter.

Driving through these areas around
New Orleans was just remarkable. I
mean billboards had all been blown
down, just about every building had
either roofs or walls missing. There
was water still on streets. For much of
the area, there was no water, no elec-
tricity, and no phone service. It was
like a ghost town. It was as though a
bomb had hit.

Leader/Times: After seeing what
you saw and helping some of the
victims, how can residents in the Sev-
enth District help with this effort in
addition to cash donations?

Rep. Ferguson: People are helping

in a lot of different ways. There are
companies that have donated services
and products. So many of our
healthcare companies have made con-
tributions, such as pharmaceuticals
and healthcare products, diapers and
formula. There are a lot of evacuees
that are going to need a place to live.
I have talked to people who want to
make part of their home available to
evacuees. That’s going to do a lot to
help alleviate suffering and help
people get back on their feet again.

Leader/Times: If people do have a
room available, whom should they
call?

Rep. Ferguson: The best thing to
do is call the Red Cross directly. But
I suspect it might be difficult to get
through. So if people want to call our
office, they are welcome to do that at
(908) 757-7835.

Leader/Times: After seeing the
devastation in the Gulf region, are
there any recommendations that you
have for New Jersey if a storm of this
magnitude ever struck this area?

Rep. Ferguson: We are going to be
having an investigation into the prepa-
ration and response to Katrina that I
think is going to be very important
for, not only the country, but New
Jersey. There were clearly some prob-
lems in the Gulf Coast in preparing
for this type of storm. There seems to
have been some inadequate prepara-
tion taken. And there certainly seems
to have been an inadequate response
to the devastation once it happened.
We are going to need to look at the
federal, state and local issues on the
various levels of government, not to
lay blame, but to sort out where the

weak links are to make sure that we
don’t make similar mistakes in the
future.

In our area of New Jersey, we are
very much in the bull’s eye of poten-
tial terrorist activity. Whether it’s ter-
rorism or another natural disaster, I
want to make sure that our local, state
and federal responsibilities are met.

Leader/Times: What’s the spirit of
the people down in the area?

Rep. Ferguson: You know, that is
something that was encouraging.
Here, there are folks who have been
dealt so much. They strike me very
much as survivors, not as victims.
Victims don’t have any hope. Survi-
vors are people who have hope and
some optimism for their future.

Leader/Times: Do the people down
there appreciate our help?

Rep. Ferguson: Oh, so much. They
are so appreciative for the outpouring
of relief and supplies and well wishes
and prayers. It’s remarkable, with all
of the displacement and all of the
destruction and the damage and the
heartach,  that the extraordinary kind-
ness and generosity of people every-
where has softened this devastation
somewhat.

Leader/Times: As you may know,
we have some of our firefighters and
police and county employees down
there. Do you know anything about
what they are doing?

Rep. Ferguson: I don’t, but you can
rest assured that they are doing good
work. The local police and fire and

EMS are so exhausted and so spent
that the reinforcements and the sup-
port of folks from around the country
including New Jersey, is absolutely
vital to the continued relief and re-
covery efforts.

Leader/Times: How long do you
think these efforts will go on?

Rep. Ferguson: It’s going to be
weeks or months before we really
know the extent of the damage and
devastation in New Orleans and
around the area. It’s going to be
months or years on top of that before
life begins to get back to normal in
that region.

Leader/Times: There are some
people that think that the gas compa-
nies and oil companies are taking
advantage of the situation with the
skyrocketing price of gasoline. Are
you looking into that all?

Rep. Ferguson: Yes. In fact, we had
a hearing on that yesterday (Septem-
ber 7) in our Energy and Commerce
Committee. We are very closely moni-
toring that situation. There are some
examples of price gouging by com-
panies. It is just unconscionable for a
company or a facility to take advan-
tage of a disaster like this for their
own benefit. We are going to make
sure that anybody who is caught in
that type of activity is going to pay a
severe price.

Leader/Times: Do you have any
feel yet whether any illicit charity
groups are defrauding the public?

Rep. Ferguson: I haven’t heard of

any instances of that yet; although,
that doesn’t mean that might not hap-
pen. That’s why it’s important for
folks, if they want to have a high level
of confidence, that their resources are
going to be used properly, it is impor-
tant that they go through a well recog-
nized and established charity. There
is Catholic Charities, the Red Cross,
Salvation Army, and the new Bush/
Clinton Katrina Fund. Those are all
reputable and well-established chari-
ties.

Leader/Times: Do you feel that
FEMA is now cooking at full speed
and now past some of the early criti-
cism?

Rep. Ferguson: Well, I think they
are cooking at full speed, and they are
doing some good work. But clearly
they did not respond in a way that was
satisfactory from the beginning. But
now isn’t the time to be finger point-
ing. There is going to be a compre-
hensive investigation into all of that –
to the federal response, the state re-
sponse, and preparation. But we don’t
want an investigation to hamper the
relief efforts that are ongoing now.

FoodBank Collects Food
For Victims of Katrina

HILLSIDE —The Community
FoodBank of New Jersey is col-
lecting food to assist victims of
Hurricane Katrina. The food drive
is targeted for the most-needed
items: canned beef stew, canned
chili, canned pasta (ravioli, Spa-
ghetti O’s, etc.), peanut butter in
plastic jars, protein bars and dis-
posable diapers.

Donations can be brought to the
FoodBank’s warehouse at 31
Evans Terminal Rd., Hillside,
Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; Tuesday evenings until
8 p.m., and Saturdays, 9 a.m. until

1 p.m.
On Saturday, September 17, from

9 a.m. until 1 p.m., donations can be
dropped off at St. Teresa’s Church
Memorial Hall, 302 Morris Avenue,
Summit, and Community FoodBank
in Hillside. No clothing or house-
hold items are being collected.

 The FoodBank is also seeking
financial donations in order to make
large, wholesale purchases of most-
needed items that aren’t donated
and to help defray trucking costs to
get the food down south. Checks
can be mailed to the FoodBank in
Hillside with “Disaster Relief”
noted.  Secure on-line donations
can also be made.

Volunteers are needed to sort and
pack food. Please contact the
FoodBank to assist.

For information on other coun-
ties and updates, check the website
at www.njfoodbank.org. Call (908)
355-3663 for additional informa-
tion.

KATRINA VICTIMS...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) visits victims of Hurricane
Katrina last week at the River Center Shelter in Baton Rouge, La. to provide
encouragement and to help accelerate federal aid.


