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Scotch Plains Resident
Faces State Investigation

By JAMES HALLERAN
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Eugene
Leporiere of Scotch Plains, the Hill-
side Chief Municipal Financial Of-
ficer who had been suspended on
February 10 by the Union Country
Chapter of the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants, has
completed a six-month suspension
for violating their code of profes-
sional conduct.

He now faces an investigation from
the State Board of Accountancy,
which could result in the loss of his
accounting license.

Mr. Leporiere, who had reportedly
borrowed $4,000 from the bank ac-
count of the Union Country Chapter
of the New Jersey Society of Certi-
fied Public Accountants for personal
use, has applied for reinstatement into
the society.

Mr. Leporiere when reached for
comment on Tuesday referred all com-
ments to Don Myers, the Director of
Communications for the New Jersey
Society of Certified Public Accoun-
tants.

According to Mr. Myers, “A sub
committee within the society, the
NJCPA Professional Conduct com-

mittee, will reject or accept Mr.
Leporiere’s application. The next step
in the process is that it will then go
before the Board of Directors of the
Union Country Chapter of the New
Jersey Society of Certified Public
Accountants who will have the final
decision.”

As Mr. Leporiere awaits a decision
for reinstatement to the Union Coun-
try Chapter of the New Jersey Society
of Certified Public Accountants, he is
now being investigated by the State
Board of Accountancy and according
to their representatives the case will
be heard by a 12-member board of
directors on whether or not they will
strip Mr. Leporiere of his accounting
license.

In other published reports, it had
been reported that Mr. Leporiere had
discussed the matter with the Karen
McCoy-Oliver, the Mayor of Hillside
and that she had been understanding
and supportive.

According to the mayor, that infor-
mation “could not be further from the
truth.” She declined further comment.
The mayor said she would make a
statement only after the State Board
of Accountancy has finished with their
investigation.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARADIDDLE...Drummers of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School band
don’t miss a beat at the opening football game in Scotch Plains last Saturday.
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Items Sought For
Katrina Victims
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

of Westfield is collecting new, full-
size toiletries: shampoo, soap (liquid
and bars), deodorant, toothbrushes
and toothpaste for shipment to Mis-
sissippi to help those affected by
Hurricane Katrina. Please drop off
your donations through Sunday, Sep-
tember 18, by 1 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El, 756 E. Broad Street,
Westfield. For more information,
please call (908) 232-6770 during
business hours. Your help is greatly
appreciated.

The collection is in conjunction
with the Union for Reform Judaism
as part of the Jacobs Ladder cam-
paign. Goods will be sent to the URJ
Camp Jacobs in Utica, Mississippi
which has been converted to a FEMA
distribution center.

Newcomers Are Invited to
SPF Girl Scout Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS – Girls and par-
ents interested in joining the Girl
Scouts are invited an informational
meeting on Monday, September 19,
at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains. Reg-
istration forms will be available at the
meeting. A $10 fee will also be col-
lected for each registration.

Today’s Girl Scouts enjoy a variety
of adventures in self-discovery with
programs like self-defense, financial
literacy, science & technology, per-
sonal leadership development, ex-
treme sports, and international travel.
Adult volunteers are needed both in
troops and on the community level to
help with fun events, badge work-
shops and cookie sales. Training is
provided for volunteers.

You never know – a Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Girl Scout could grow up to be

an astronaut, a journalist, a Supreme
Court Justice or even President!

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor,
News Anchor Katie Couric, and Space
Shuttle Commander Eileen Collins
are all successful in their chosen fields,
role models for today’s girls — and
they all were Girl Scouts.

For more information, please call
Maura Berger at (908) 889-1760 or
see http://fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org
or the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council website at
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

Patrick Connor for The Scotch plains-Fanwood Times
NO MORE WAR...Anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan and Jeff Key, a marine who
served in Iraq, hold a news conference at the Westfield Municipal Building on
Monday afternoon, calling for an exit strategy for the war. Westfield was chosen
for the news conference as it was the site President Bush chose to kickoff his
Privatization of Social Security campaign. See video at www.goleader.com/video.

(908) 789-0600

222 North Ave. West, Westfield

(across from the Post Office, above Tuxedos by Cozy)

Mon. - Fri., 6 am to 9 pm: Sat., 6 am to 3pm: closed Sun.

Fanwood
Monday, August 29, Guillermo

Argote, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding warrants.

Tuesday, August 30, Roman D.
Thums, 47, of Roselle was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, August 31, Irene
Nevius, 54, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding warrants.

Friday, September 2, John T. Mays,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop for outstand-
ing warrants.

Saturday, September 3, Connie C.
Guglielmini, 30, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for outstanding warrants.

Saturday, September 3, Aaron P.
Sanguesa, 27, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following motor vehicle stop
for outstanding warrents.

Tuesday, September 6, Suzanne L.
Fetzer, 40, was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for outstanding
warrants.

Saturday, September 10, Delshaun
L. Myers, 30, of Roselle was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding warrants.

Monday, September 12, Islande St.
Preux, 32, of Far Hills was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for
outstanding warrants.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, August 29, A Happel

court resident reported being a victim
of fraud. The victim received a call
from his credit card company that a
second credit card was opened. The
card was not authorized by the vic-
tim.

Sunday, September 4, A Mountain
Avenue resident reported that his ve-
hicle was parked in the street over-
night where it was struck by another
car on the driver’s side door.

Friday, September 9, An E. Second
Street resident reported being the vic-
tim of harassment. Unknown
person(s) caused damage to the
victim’s front car door. There are no
suspects at this time.

Friday, September 9, a Union Co.
Vo-Tech student reported that his
vehicle was damaged while parked in
the student lot. The car was dented
and the molding was ripped off.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 24, Julio A.

Clusan, 43, of Union was arrested after
leading police on a high-speed chase
after allegedly committing armed rob-
bery at the Echo Queen Diner.

Friday, September 2, a postal em-
ployee was delivering mail to a Cen-
tral Avenue resident when he was
bitten by loose dog. The victim sus-
tained a bite on his left forearm re-
quiring medical attention. It was later
determined the dog was unlicensed
and the owner was charged for dog-
at-large violation as per a borough
ordinance.

Saturday, September 3, an em-
ployee of BP Gas Station reported
being physically assaulted by two
black males. The suspects then robbed
the cash register of $50 in cash. The
victim also reported that the suspects
took his wallet and $500 of his per-
sonal money. The suspects fled on
foot running down Route 22 towards
L’Affaire parking lot.

Saturday, September 3, Travis T.
Howell, 39, of Edison was arrested
for contempt of court. Bail was set at
$687.

Monday, September 5, Mauro N.
Hernandez, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for driving under the influence
following a motor vehicle accident in-
volving another vehicle on Route 22.

Westfield
Sunday, September 4, Jaime

Osorio, 33, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Central Avenue and charged with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
giving police a false name and date of
birth during a motor vehicle stop.
Osorio was released with a summons.

Monday, September 5, a 19-year-
old Cacciola Place resident filed a
report of simple assault following an
altercation with a 19-year-old female
neighbor. No arrests occurred as the
result of the incident.

Tuesday, September 6, Eric
Nussenfeld, 19, and a 15-year-old
male, both from Fanwood, were ar-
rested in the municipal lot behind the
Rialto Theatre and each charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Nussenfeld additionally was
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a mo-
tor vehicle and failure to wear a seat
belt. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Tuesday, September 6, Luis Luna,
20, Nelson Valentin, 19, and Anthony
Thompson, 22, all of Elizabeth, and
Josue Martinez, 21, of Linden were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at First Avenue and Trinity Place.

Each of the four was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. Martinez was
further charged with possession of
phentermine, also known as speed.
Valentin was wanted on a contempt
of court warrant out of Elizabeth and
was turned over to that city’s police
department, where he was held in lieu
of $500 bail. All four suspects were
released on their own recognizance
on the Westfield charges.

Wednesday, September 7, Lee
Daniel Newmark, 19, Joseph Labbate,
19, and Daniel Abramson, 19, all of
Cranford, were arrested at Oak and
Linden Avenues and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. All were re-
leased on their own recognizance.

Saturday, September 10, Serafim
Brandao, 54, of Rahway was arrested
at Dudley Avenue and Clark Street
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated and refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. He was released to
a responsible individual.

Monday, September 12, a Cottage
Place resident reported the attempted
theft of her motor vehicle while it was
parked in her driveway. The ignition
cover on the steering column was bro-
ken in an attempt to steal the vehicle,
but nothing was reported missing.

Tuesday, September 13, John
Alexiades, 22, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at Central Avenue and Harrow
Road and charged with possession of
suspected cocaine and possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. He was released after being
issued summonses.

Tuesday, September 13, David
Scott McKoy, 28, of Union was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated at Carleton Road and
Clifton Street. He was released to a
responsible adult.

FW Firefighters
Receive $24,653 Grant
WASHINGTON - Rep. Michael

Ferguson (R-7th) announced that
the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment received a $24,653 grant from
the Homeland Security Department
to purchase new equipment. The
department will use the funding to
purchase portable radios, pagers,
and computer technology.

Rep. Ferguson said, “These im-
portant Homeland Security dollars
will help to ensure the voluntary
firefighters in Fanwood have the
resources and equipment they need
to do their jobs safely and effec-
tively.”

This is the third federal homeland
security grant Fanwood has received
in the last three years. In 2002,
Fanwood received a $57,185 grant,
and the department received
$21,420 in 2003 for equipment and
improvements to its firehouse.

See full story on page 19.

Mountainside Police Arrest
Robber of Diner and 7-11

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE - Mountainside
Police were in the right place at the
right time when a call came in from
the night manager of the Echo Queen
Diner on August 24.

According to Captain Richard
Osieja, it was the manager’s first night
on the job when a man wearing a
black wig, sunglasses, hat and black
face paint entered the diner just after
midnight.

Julio Clusan, 43, of Union dis-
played a firearm and demanded the
manager open the register, which con-
tained $93 in cash. After taking the
cash, Mr. Clusan demanded the man-
ager lay face down on the floor and
instructed her not to call the police.
He then fled the scene.

A Mountainside police officer was
paroling the area when his attention
was drawn to a car parked on the
street directly behind the diner. The
vehicle pulled out of the parking spot
with the lights off and entered an
office-building parking lot on Mill
Lane. Police dispatch then reported
the diner had just been robbed and the
officer notified headquarters about
the car positioning his vehicle near
the exit to the parking lot the vehicle
was idling in and waited for backup.

The officer reportedly pulled the
vehicle over and parked behind him,
while an additional officer parked his
car in front of the suspect. As the
officers approached the passenger side
window of the car he demanded the
suspect keep his hands in view.

Captain Osieja said the suspect
abruptly stepped on the accelerator
hitting the back of the patrol car parked
in front to avoid apprehension and
fled down Route 22.

A high speed chase ensued as the
officers persued the vehicle down
Route 22 as Clusan tried to get away,
Captain Osieja said. The suspect
slammed on the brakes suddenly  caus-
ing the persuing officer to stike the
suspects passenger side door. The
impact made him loose control of the
car and crash, police said.  The crash
occured  in Springfield, the captain
reported.

The suspect then fled on foot and
was later apprehended, with the as-
sistance of the Springfield Police,
behind the fence line of Auto Land in
close proximity to where the vehicle
crashed, police said.

Captain Osieja said it was deter-
mined at the scene that the suspect
was in possession of a blank imita-
tion firearm, a black wig, make-up, a
medical syringe and $93 in cash.

“It was a really heads up situation
by the officers,” Captain Osieja told
The Westfield Leader. “A case of be-
ing at the right place at the right
time.”

According to Captain Osieja, the
suspect is being linked to four other
armed robberies that have occurred
in the past few months including a 7-
11 in Scotch Plains, a Domino’s piz-
zeria in Cranford and two Chinese
restaurants, one in Union and the
other in Roselle.

Mr. Clusan is currently being held
in the Union County jail in lieu of
$225,000 bail set by Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court Judge Brenda Cuba.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GEM OF A DAY…Last Saturday, Fanwood resident and freeholder, Al Mirabella
and his son Alex enjoyed the Gem and Mineral show. The New Jersey Mineral-
ogical Society, Inc, held the 34th annual show at the Fanwood Train Station.
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FW Council
Council President Katherine

Mitchell announced that Fanwood has
received official state recognition as
an historic landmark. This milestone
will be celebrated with a new sign
that will be unveiled at Borough Hall
on Sunday, September 25, at 3 p.m.

Discussion of a proposal to have a
caboose located near the Fanwood
Train Station is on hold, since several
council members voiced concern about
insurance ramifications and mainte-
nance procedures. Since June, the bor-
ough has been considering accepting a
donation of a 1940s caboose to be
utilized as a railroad museum.

The proposal would bring the ca-
boose to Fanwood as a museum and
learning center. The caboose, which
ran on the Jersey Central Railroad
through Fanwood, would stand per-
manently on a track beside the
borough’s community house.

Since these crucial insurance and
maintenance details are not 100 per-
cent clear, the council agreed to table
this item until October.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
emphasized that he is in favor of the
caboose, but feels strongly that the
details of insurance cost and mainte-
nance responsibilities need to be clari-
fied before moving forward with the
project.


