
T I M E S
timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 37-2005 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, September 15, 2005

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-8

Obituary ........ 22
Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-16

Real Estate .... 11-19
A&E .............. 23-24
Classifieds.......20

BOE Introduces New Policy to Add
Parent-Funded Teams at SPFHS

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

 

SCOTCH PLAINS—Last Thurs-
day, at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting, the
board read a policy outlining how
parent groups would fund new ath-
letic teams.

This policy, expected to be for-
mally adopted at the next board meet-
ing on Thursday, September 22, al-
lows a local group to explore funding
a new ice hockey team at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The policy, explained board mem-
ber Tom Russo, is not specifically
geared toward ice hockey, but, rather,
any potential new sport. However, it
was obvious the policy was put into
place in response to the outpouring of
support for the high school ice hockey
concept.

Mr. Russo added that this particu-
lar policy had been at the top of the
policy committee’s agenda for a while
and had gone through several drafts.

While specifics of the final policy
have not yet been released, Mr. Russo
explained that there would be a six-
year “probationary period” for any
team or sport financed by a group
outside of the board.

Board member Sasha Slocum in-
quired as to how the policy commit-
tee arrived at six years, and Mr. Russo
answered that it was based on the
examination of similar policies in
other districts, as well as committee
recommendations. After six years, the
board could decide whether the pro-
gram should be continued or not, as
well as determine whether there was
room in the budget for assistance in
funding the program.

Board member Craig Nowlin was
quick to point out – referring to pub-
lic comments at the previous meeting
– that budget guidelines would never
allow the board to pick up the entire
cost of a parent-funded team. While
there may be eventual assistance on
the board’s behalf, the parents would
continue to pay the bulk of costs
associated with a team.

“We have a budget,” said Mr.
Nowlin. “If we…cannot afford a cer-
tain program, it doesn’t proceed.”

“This policy does not commit the
board of education to pay for any-
thing, now or in the future,” he added.

The issue was raised as to what
would happen if the parent group ran
out of money and could no longer
fund the team. Mr. Russo explained
that the policy would put specific,
firm financial guidelines in place,
whereby an outside organization
would be required to display all of the
funds up front before taking action on
forming a team. This would ensure
that the board would not be stuck
with unforeseen financial commit-
ments. A schedule of payments would
also be part of the funding process.

Nancy Bauer, the head of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ice Hockey Asso-
ciation, brought with her a group of
parents and students to voice their
support and gratitude to the board.
Mrs. Bauer expressed gratitude to the
board for putting the policy into ef-
fect and pledged full support on be-
half of the association.

“We wanted to publicly thank the
board,” said Mrs. Bauer.

After the policy is put into effect,

the next phase will involve coordina-
tion with the hockey association. They
will put together a formal proposal,
which will be delivered to, and re-
viewed by, the school board.

“We’re moving toward resolution
one way or another,” said Board Presi-
dent Linda Nelson.

In other board business, superin-
tendent Dr. Carol Choye gave a report
on the opening of schools. Among
other items, Dr. Choye said that the
district faculty and staff attended
many workshops dealing with a vari-
ety of educational aspects.

In terms of the physical improve-
ments, the McGinn School parking
lot was repaved and Evergreen
School’s media center was painted
with new floors also installed at the
school.

Dr. Choye also mentioned that Brad
Siegel, the newly hired social studies
supervisor, is putting a plan in place
to aid the victims of Hurricane
Katrina. Backpacks will be sent to
students affected by the storm, and

other assistance will follow. She added
that one child from the Gulf states has
registered within the district.

The board and the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood municipal governments
are examining the parking situation
around the high school and Brunner
School, and jointly conducting a traf-
fic study. Results of the study will be
forthcoming.

It was revealed that three candi-
dates have applied to fill the seat left
by Lance Porter. Candidate interviews
are scheduled for Thursday, Septem-
ber 15 and are open to the public for
attendance only.

The board explained that because
this was an appointment and not an
election, board members would only
question the candidates. However, as
is standard practice, the public will
have a chance to give input once
elections are held next year.

In addition to the September 15
candidate interview meeting, the next
scheduled regular board meeting will
be held on Thursday, September 22.

Cumberland Farms Plans New
Effort to Expand Rt. 22 Station

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Cumberland
Farms, the owner of the Gulf gasoline
station on Route 22 in Scotch Plains,
plans to submit a new application for
the expansion of the facility to the
Township’s Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, which, in June, rejected an ini-
tial application after residents raised
concerns about the scope of the ex-
pansion and the condition of the prop-
erty itself.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin
confirmed the intent to reapply at last
week’s meeting. Cumberland Farms
is currently in litigation with the board
regarding its denial of the original
application, which had sought to ex-

pand the Route 22 facility by adding
four additional gas pumps to the ex-
isting two, covering the pumping area
with a canopy and replacing three
underground gas storage tanks with
three new ones that will provide ex-
panded capacity and lessen the fre-
quency of deliveries.

During two hearings, a number of
residents living near the gas station
voiced concerns about the present
condition of the property, saying that
an excessive number of cars awaiting
servicing are parked, not only on the
site, but also on Mountain Avenue.

Residents opposed to the expan-
sion plans also cited other reasons,
including their skepticism that
Cumberland Farms would follow

through on its promises to clean up
the site, concerns about the effect of
a more expansive gas station on their
own property values, an increase in
vehicular traffic in the area, the fact
that the property is located in a resi-
dential zone and the feeling that an
expanded station would offer no posi-
tive benefits for Scotch Plains.

Despite Cumberland Farms filing
suit against the zoning board, Mr.
Loughlin recommended that the board
process the new application and, when
it comes time for a hearing, invite
Cumberland’s attorney, Gary
Rosensweig, to address the board
about the differences between the new
application and the earlier one.

In order for an applicant whose
application has been denied to resub-
mit a new plan, it is required that the
new application be “substantially dif-
ferent” from the original.

Previously, Mr. Rosensweig said
that revised site plans would include
closing off all vehicular access from
the station to Mountain Avenue via
landscaping and fencing. Earlier, resi-
dents voiced concerns about gasoline
delivery trucks possibly using Moun-
tain Avenue as an exit route to return
to the highway.

To address the concerns of some
residents about excessive lighting
from an expanded pump station, the
new plans also will include a provi-
sion calling for a nighttime test of the
lighting and, if necessary, a down-
ward adjustment in the lights’ watt-
age output.

Mr. Loughlin said, last week, that
after reviewing the revised plans, there
does seem to be “substantial changes”
from the original application. The
timetable for a new hearing on the
new application is not known.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEVER FORGET...Last Sunday in Westfield at the 9/11 Memorial, Westfield
and Scotch Plains townspeople remember residents who were killed four years
ago: Andrew Alameno, David Campbell, Michael Davidson, Dean Eberling,
Stephen M. Fogel, Thomas Glasser, Matthew Horning, Leo Russell Keene, 3rd,
Richard B. Madden, Mark Rothenberg, John S. Salerno, See-Wong Shum,
Anthony M. Starita and James Walsh.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRETTY PAGEANTRY...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School color guard and band rouse the crowd and stir the team
to victory at the opening football game in Scotch Plains last Saturday.

PB Approves Six-Home Subdivision
On Pheasant Lane in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board, on Monday
evening, approved a major subdivi-
sion application for a six-home de-
velopment along the township’s
border with Plainfield.

Ernest Fantini will build six
homes on Pheasant Lane, a cul-de-
sac off Sleepy Hollow Lane, whose
size, he said, will range between
6,000 to 7,000 square feet. Mr.
Fantini’s development plans now

depend on approval from the
Plainfield Planning Board, since the
northern edge of the land is located
in Plainfield.

Monday’s favorable decision ends
an effort dating back to the late
1990s when the board denied a simi-
lar application by Mr. Fantini for a
nine-home development, a denial
that was subsequently upheld by a
court. Monday’s hearing focused
mainly on neighbors’ concerns
about possible storm water drain-
age problems resulting from the

building of the new homes, but en-
gineers for both Mr. Fantini and the
board felt that detention systems to
be installed would take care of any
excessive water run-off.

There was also some discussion
about whether children living in the
new development would attend
schools in Scotch Plains or
Plainfield, given that a portion of
two of the new properties will be
situated in Plainfield.

While that issue is ultimately one
to be decided by the local boards of
education, since access to the prop-
erties in question comes from Scotch
Plains, school-age children would
be educated at township schools.

The board, on a 5-2 vote, also
approved a waiver to Commerce
Bank, allowing the bank’s branch at
the corner of Park and Mountain
Avenues to keep in place the brick
pavers installed around the
building’s perimeter, even though
those pavers are not in compliance
with township standards.

Local regulations require red brick
pavers to be installed at new build-
ings in the downtown business dis-
trict, but bank representatives said,
earlier this year, that it was unclear
whether those requirements included
pavers on a property’s interior.

Commerce Bank installed the re-
quired red pavers at the perimeter
of its property, but, in keeping with
the bank’s overall design standards,
put gray pavers in the area immedi-
ately outside its building.

After examining the original site
plans, the board found that the re-
quired red pavers were included on
one plan, while the Commerce Bank
gray pavers were included on an-
other, thus leading to the problem
of different colored pavers. While
several board members said there
was no reason now to compel the
bank to replace the interior pavers,
there was a consensus that the town-
ship ordinances governing pavers
needs to be tightened.

Before voting against the grant-
ing of the waiver, Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato complained that
Commerce Bank “always gets their
way. This (the pavers) is just the
icing on the cake.”

At the start of its meeting, the
board approved a minor subdivi-
sion application for Gilbert and
Carolyn Markham, who will divide
their property at 145 Glenside Av-
enue into two conforming lots, re-
tain the existing structures and also
build a two-car garage.

SP Council Approves
Library Renovations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship Council, on Tuesday, awarded
an $824,925 contract to AB Design
for renovations to the library on
Bartle Avenue. Plans call for the
replacement of the sheet metal roof
that has been leaking with increas-
ing frequency in recent years, the
installation of new thermal-paned
windows and various plumbing up-
grades.

A bond approved last spring will
finance the bulk of the project’s
cost, and $170,000 in state and fed-
eral grants will fund the remainder.
Library Director Meg Kolaya,
speaking to the council after its vote,
thanked the members for their sup-
port of the upgrades and said the
new windows and insulated roof
should help lower heating and cool-
ing expenses.

In other business, at the council’s
first regular meeting since early Au-
gust, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins announced that Director of
Public Property Walter DiNizo
would be retiring at the end of this
year.

“We’ve been fortunate to have
Walter for over 13 years,” said Mr.
Atkins, who told the council he
would begin a search for a succes-
sor soon.

The council also introduced an
ordinance establishing a left-turn-
only lane on westbound Raritan
Road at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School in an effort
to ease traffic flow. A public hear-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 27.

A $109,000 bond ordinance was

also introduced to finance the con-
struction of a five-bay storage facil-
ity at the Public Works facility on
Plainfield Avenue that will house
recently-purchased equipment
shared by Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the joint board of education.

Councilman Frank Rossi said that
the township’s share of the costs of
the new structure would be about
$30,000. State grant funds will off-
set some of the expense. The public
hearing on the ordinance will be
held on September 27.

The council also introduced a po-
lice department salary ordinance in
conjunction with the recent settle-
ment between the township and the
local PBA on a new four-year con-
tract. Commenting on the settle-
ment, which was “done under the
umbrella of an arbitrator,” Mr.
Atkins said, “I wish that it was a
little more taxpayer-oriented than it
is.”

The ordinance, which will be
voted on at the council’s September
27 meeting, sets out salary ranges
for various department officials and
officers depending on their dates of
hire.

The council approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the purchase of
three dashboard-mounted video
cameras for township police cars at
a total cost of $15,282. A separate
resolution was approved engaging
Caffrey Tree Services to perform
tree work in township parks at a
cost of $17,400.

A third resolution was approved
to allow the police department to
apply for a $31,572 state grant that
will finance the purchase of a new
emergency 9-1-1 call answering system.
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FW Redevelopment Obstacles
Overcome, Work to Begin

By MERIDETH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During Tuesday’s
governing body meeting, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said obstacles hindering
developer Michael Marcovecchio
from obtaining utilities permits for a
mixed-use building were overcome
and that work should begin by next
month.

At last week’s council meeting,
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis noted
that Mr. Marcovecchio had encoun-
tered difficulty in obtaining the per-
mits. The developer plans to con-
struct a residential and retail struc-
ture at 222 South Avenue at the corner
of Second Street.

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ling, owners
of Enchantments, LLC and the devel-
opers of 224 South Avenue, will go
before the borough planning board
on Monday, September 19.

Mayor Mahr also addressed the
Martine Avenue facelift, the goal of
which is to unify the look of the
building fronts along Martine, so that
the facades are congruent with the
borough’s Victorian style.

The mayor discussed the project
with Martine Avenue property own-
ers, and reported that about 99 per-
cent are on board with the renovation
plans for the fronts of their buildings.

“This (the facelift) will comple-
ment all the hard work that has gone
into redevelopment,” she said.

It was mentioned at last week’s
council meeting that the Redevelop-
ment Plan had been slightly tweaked.
The revisions focus on parking, and
Councilman Jack Molenaar explained
that the plan needed these minor
tweaks because the parking stipula-
tions are “not always consistent with
parking rules and regulations in the
rest of the borough.”

He explained that the Redevelop-

ment Plan is more a set of guidelines
than a strict, unchanging decree. This
looser setup enables the developers
to have some flexibility and creativ-
ity.

Mayor Mahr also explained that
the plan, although complete, is a
“working, living, breathing docu-
ment” and will need some adjusting
from time to time, as development
plans unfold and issues arise.

Reacting to the media coverage of
Hurricane Katrina’s devastation,
Mayor Mahr recently met with emer-
gency response officials. She said an
emergency plan for Fanwood is in
place, and invited members of the
public to review it and provide any
insight or expertise.

The mayor also pointed out that the
Fanwood Community Policing Alli-
ance (CPA) offers free Community
Emergency Response Training
(CERT). The eight-week course is
divided into two-hour blocks.

CERT is a national organization
that teaches citizens lifesaving skills
in the event of a fire or other crisis.
The Fanwood CERT is an organized
team available to assist first responder
services. Residents can complete the
CERT training with no obligation to
become a team member.

In other redevelopment news, work
is close to completion on the
LaGrande Park tennis courts, accord-
ing to the mayor. Last week, Borough
Engineer Joe Pryor reported that his
team encountered problems when ex-
cavating the courts; there was an ex-
cess of wet clay, which created extra
costs in removal.

The mayor reported that despite
this setback, the courts are expected
to be completed, with two-tone green
coloring, in time for the girls’ tennis
team to play.


