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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER

(908) 789-0600

222 North Ave. West, Westfield

(across from the Post Office, above Tuxedos by Cozy)

Mon. - Fri., 6 am to 9 pm: Sat., 6 am to 3pm: closed Sun.

Mountainside
Wednesday, August 24, Julio A.

Clusan, 43, of Union was arrested
after leading police on a high-speed
chase after allegedly committing
armed robbery at the Echo Queen
Diner.

Friday, September 2, a postal em-
ployee was delivering mail to a Cen-
tral Avenue resident when he was
bitten by loose dog. The victim sus-
tained a bite on his left forearm re-
quiring medical attention. It was later
determined the dog was unlicensed
and the owner was charged for dog-
at-large violation as per a borough
ordinance.

Saturday, September 3, an em-
ployee of BP Gas Station reported
being physically assaulted by two
black males. The suspects then robbed
the cash register of $50 in cash. The
victim also reported that the suspects
took his wallet and $500 of his per-
sonal money. The suspects fled on
foot running down Route 22 towards
L’Affaire parking lot.

Saturday, September 3, Travis T.
Howell, 39, of Edison was arrested
for contempt of court. Bail was set at
$687.

Monday, September 5, Mauro N.
Hernandez, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for driving under the influence
following a motor vehicle accident in-
volving another vehicle on Route 22.

Westfield
Sunday, September 4, Jaime

Osorio, 33, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Central Avenue and charged with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
giving police a false name and date of
birth during a motor vehicle stop.
Osorio was released with a summons.

Monday, September 5, a 19-year-
old Cacciola Place resident filed a
report of simple assault following an

altercation with a 19-year-old female
neighbor. No arrests occurred as the
result of the incident.

Tuesday, September 6, Eric
Nussenfeld, 19, and a 15-year-old
male, both from Fanwood, were ar-
rested in the municipal lot behind the
Rialto Theatre and each charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia.

Nussenfeld additionally was
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a mo-
tor vehicle and failure to wear a seat
belt. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Tuesday, September 6, Luis Luna,
20, Nelson Valentin, 19, and Anthony
Thompson, 22, all of Elizabeth, and
Josue Martinez, 21, of Linden were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at First Avenue and Trinity Place.

Each of the four was charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. Martinez was
further charged with possession of
phentermine, also known as speed.
Valentin was wanted on a contempt
of court warrant out of Elizabeth and
was turned over to that city’s police
department, where he was held in lieu
of $500 bail. All four suspects were
released on their own recognizance
on the Westfield charges.

Wednesday, September 7, Lee
Daniel Newmark, 19, Joseph Labbate,
19, and Daniel Abramson, 19, all of
Cranford, were arrested at Oak and
Linden Avenues and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. All were re-
leased on their own recognizance.

Saturday, September 10, Serafim
Brandao, 54, of Rahway was arrested
at Dudley Avenue and Clark Street
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated and refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. He was released to
a responsible individual.

Monday, September 12, a Cottage
Place resident reported the attempted
theft of her motor vehicle while it was
parked in her driveway. The ignition
cover on the steering column was bro-
ken in an attempt to steal the vehicle,
but nothing was reported missing.

Tuesday, September 13, John
Alexiades, 22, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at Central Avenue and Harrow
Road and charged with possession of
suspected cocaine and possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. He was released after being
issued summonses.

Tuesday, September 13, David
Scott McKoy, 28, of Union was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated at Carleton Road and
Clifton Street. He was released to a
responsible adult.

spoken to Mr. Freedman.
“I had contacted Steve and explained

what had happened. He understood what
I had told him. He asked me to fax him a
letter and a sketch of what I was to do,”
she said.

According to Ms. Hewitt, Mr. Freed-
man signed off on the plans and gave
the go ahead to continue work on the
site. However, the project was been
stopped the zoning department.

When Ms. Hewitt contacted Mr.
Freedman to ask about the status of the
work stoppage, she said Mr. Freedman
had instructed her to put the walls back
up by using old lumber.

“When I asked Steve what was go-
ing on, he told me to just put the walls
back. ‘If you have old lumber, put the
walls back,’” she said.

After the wall had been in place, the
project was allowed to continue on the
authorization of Zoning Officer
Kathleen Neville. However,it was shut
down a short time later at  the request
of the town council. Work was allowed
to continue to secure the site of the
roof.

Anti-War Activist Sheehan
Discusses Iraq War in WF

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Cindy Sheehan, anti-
war activist who lost her son Casey in the
Iraq war, spoke at a news conference
outside town hall in Westfield with Rep.
Frank Pallone (D-6th, Monmouth). The
event was attended by a handful of people
along with several news broadcast crews.

Ms. Sheehan, who gained notoriety for
her persistence in waiting outside Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s Crawford, Tex.
ranch during August and demanding to
speak with him, started a national effort to
protest the war. Along with Congressman
Pallone, Springfield resident Fran
Middleberg, whose son served in both
Iraq and Afghanistan, and Jeff Key, a
marine who served in Iraq and opposes
the war, joined Ms. Sheehan.

“The reason I asked her to come was
because of the work she has been doing
bringing attention to the war and the need
for an exit strategy,” Rep. Pallone said.
“When she started her efforts after her son
Casey died and she started the protests the
public was mindful of the Iraq war and the
casualties and the people that have been
injured. That’s’ what riveted me about
Cindy Sheehan. She was a catalyst for
bringing the Iraq war back to the head-
lines,” Rep. Pallone said.

Ms. Sheehan spoke of a lack of ac-
countability, she felt, on the part of the
current administration.

“We need to hold someone account-

able for the travesty and tragedy that is
going on in America. I thought nobody
cared about what was going on in Iraq and
the losses we have been sustaining. This
war is taking a terrible, terrible toll on our
country. Nobody was asking (President)
George (W.) Bush the tough questions,”
she said.

Ms. Sheehan claimed that the United
States is setting up bases “the size of
Sacramento, Calif.” and shows no signs
of leaving Iraq in the immediate future.

Rep. Pallone, who said the press con-
ference was held in Westfield because it
was where President Bush last visited in
New Jersey to tout his social security
privatization plan, presented his idea for
an exit strategy, which features an inter-
national coalition to ease the burden off
American troops.

“The Pentagon keeps saying, of the 18
Iraqi provinces, 14 of them are fairly
secure. If those 14 are secure, why not
internationalize the conflict under the
auspices of UN (United Nations) or NATO
(North American Treaty Organization)
and have them be in charge of the opera-
tion?” Rep. Pallone asked.

“It allows us to concentrate on the four
provinces around Baghdad, which the
Pentagon says are not secure, and would
allow us to bring troops home,” Rep.
Pallone added.

Asked what her son would have thought
of his mother’s actions, Ms. Sheehan said,
“He (Casey) disagreed with this war. He
thought his commander and chief was
using his troops callously and recklessly.
Our entire family believed it. He did not
want to go to Iraq, but he, out of a sense of
duty, honor and to fulfill his commitment
to his country, went.

“Their mistake cost me my oldest son
and that’s not an ‘oops’ moment. That’s a
tragedy and someone should be held re-
sponsible. We feel this is not a partisan
issue. It’s an issue of flesh and blood and
life and death,” Ms. Sheehan concluded.

Ms. Sheehan plans to visit 52 cities
across the nation and eventually set up
“Camp Casey” in Lafayette Park (across
from the White House) “until the Presi-
dent brings our troops home.”

Items Sought For
Katrina Victims
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El of

Westfield is collecting new, full-size toi-
letries: shampoo, soap (liquid and bars),
deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste
for shipment to Mississippi to help those
affected by Hurricane Katrina. Please drop
off your donations through Sunday, Sep-
tember 18 by 1 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El,
756 E. Broad Street, Westfield. For more
information, please call (908) 232-6770
during business hours. Your help is greatly
appreciated.

The collection is in conjunction with
the Union for Reform Judaism as part of
the Jacobs Ladder campaign. Goods will
be sent to the URJ Camp Jacobs in Utica,
Mississippi which has been converted to
a FEMA distribution center.

Erratum
A front-page story last week re-

garding relief efforts for Hurricane
Katrina victims incorrectly identi-
fied Temple Shalom of Fanwood
instead of Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield as helping in those efforts.

vided a 30-minute PowerPoint presenta-
tion, highlighting the eight intersections
and laid out the plans for immediate im-
provement, which total $51,000. The com-
mittee, he said, focused on streets sur-
rounding two elementary schools, on
walking routes to the school and those
having high crash ratings and levels of
cut-through traffic and speeding. Mr. Meth
said that the incremental approaches al-
lowed the town to pursue striping, sign-
ing and temporary curbing.

After a moment of silence to remember
those stricken by Hurricane Katrina in
New Orleans, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
updated the town on Westfield’s efforts
in the wake of the hurricane. Councilmen
Sal Caruana, First Ward, and Larry
Goldman, Fourth Ward, are serving as
liaisons between the townspeople and
council concerning how best to respond

in terms of relief efforts.
Councilman Caruana said that he and

Councilman Goldman coordinated with
the council and decided to endorse the
Red Cross to deliver aid. Councilman
Caruana spoke about reaching out to other
constituents, such as the Westfield Area
“Y” and the Chamber of Commerce, to-
wards “creating a unified goal.”

All proceeds, donations and profits gar-
nered through bake sales, car washes and
other similar fundraisers will be donated to
the Red Cross at the Sunday, September 25
Festifall, now being referred to as D-Day
(Donation Day). The Red Cross tent will
be on the corner of Broad and Elm streets.

Because of issues with warehousing
and shipping, handling food, clothing and
water has become problematic during the
relief efforts; therefore, both councilmen
stressed donating money for the immedi-
ate future, as there will be “an eventual
need for more tangible items.”

Councilman Goldman said, “The rec-
ommendation from the Red Cross is that the
greatest need is cash to support the myriad
of things that need to be done to help the
individuals displaced by the storm.”

In a related matter, Fire Chief Dan
Kelly discussed, at the request of Mayor
Skibitsky, the status of the local emer-
gency awareness plan and if one existed.

“Our community does have an emer-
gency management plan,” Chief Kelly
said. “It’s a very comprehensive plan. We
have a local emergency planning com-
mittee, which has 13 chairs on it. They
meet twice a year. That’s a minimum by
law. They’re overseen by federal and
state (agencies) and participate in annual
drills.”
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Westfield Town Council

Garwood Tables Ordinance
For Borough Administrator

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After an extensive de-
liberation, the Mayor Dennis McCarthy
and the Borough Council Tuesday night
tabled an ordinance to establish the posi-
tion of borough administrator.

Garwood resident Anthony Sytko ques-
tioned the governing body on the ultimate
purpose and necessity of creating the new
position.

“Who fulfilled these duties prior to the
creation of an administrator?” he inquired.

“Right now the borough clerk handles
those responsibilities,” replied Mayor
McCarthy. “As we all know times change,
things aren’t the way they were. We need
to have somebody in an official capacity
to oversee everything.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson asked
what pressures or problems have arisen  that
would warrant hiring an administrator.

Councilman Charles Lombardo attested
that there are no problems; rather the
necessity to create the position derives
from a legality standpoint.

“There are certain duties that are not
encompassed by the title of borough clerk;
some of the things that go on here would
fall under the auspices of an administra-
tor,” explained Mayor McCarthy.

In addition, an ordinance to fix the
salaries and wages of certain officials and
employees of the borough could not be
adopted at Tuesday’s meeting because of
a lack of votes needed for passage. Two of
the six council members were not present.

On other matters, Garwood Engineer
Donald Guarriello informed the govern-
ing body of a final change order that was
made for the 2004 Department of Trans-
portation-funded street projects, which
include the 300 blocks of Spruce Street
and Myrtle Avenue and a small section of
East Street, which also includes sidewalk
work. He said that there was a 3 percent
increase ($11,000) over the original bid.

The borough has negotiated a change
in the contract for a fence that is to be
erected at Hartman Park and the Little
League Field.

“Basically what we’ve done is change
the fence on the street side of Hartman
Park to chain link, which brought the price
down $22,000,” Mr. Guarriello stated.

The Borough Hall parking lot project
was delayed one week due to Sunday’s
street fair. A change order was also negoti-
ated to install a new drain at a cos tof  $6,000.

Mayor McCarthy questioned the engi-
neer on any communication that has taken
place with the state on the brook over by
the Pathmark supermarket.

“I received some concerns about sec-
tions of the brook that are in need of repair
and maintenance,” said Mayor McCarthy
to Mr. Guarriello. “What I would like you
to do is take a survey of the entire brook.”

Mr. Guarriello explained that when the
original application was submitted about one
and half years ago, it was for 150 feet of
gabions. The state came back and told them
there was actually 165 feet needed and it
requires an extra $2,000 for the extra 15 feet.
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MS BOE Signs Agreement
With Governor Livingston

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Board of Education  President John Perrin
announced Tuesday night that the send/
receive agreement with Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights has been finalized.

The BOE and Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin executed a succes-
sor agreement for the period of July 1,
2007 through June 30, 2017.

The language of the contract concern-
ing the cost per pupil was an issue that had
been under discussion for the past several
months. Mr. Perrin noted that Mr.
McLaughlin was a “major factor in final-
izing the agreement to the satisfaction of
both districts.”

“We had a good healthy discussion on
this contract,” board member Carmine
Venes said. “It will be beneficial to our
students and our community.”

“I am glad to see the rumors put to
rest,” fellow board member Mary Beth
Schaumberg stated.

In other news, Mr. Perrin confirmed
that the return ductwork in the Beechwood
School classrooms affected by a nuisance
odor last year has been properly encapsu-
lated. The ductwork was considered to be
one of the sources responsible for the
musty smell.

“We have remediated any issues
brought to us by the experts,” Mr. Perrin
stated, referring to investigations con-
ducted by Home Health Science, and
environmental testing firm.

Mr. Perrin reported that the BOE is still
awaiting the installation of permanent
ductwork on RTU-2.

Michael Craver, who recently was hired
as the Supervisor of Curriculum and In-
struction, presented the BOE with an over-
view of the newly implemented curricu-
lum.

The Everyday Math program will be
taught to students in kindergarten through
fifth grade. Students in grades 6 through
8 will learn Connected Math.

Mr. Craver’s long-term goals include
raising student achievement, specifically
on standardized tests. His plan also in-
cludes a vigorous and innovative five-
year curriculum, as well as improvements

to special education.
“We are here for long-term student

achievement,” Mr. Craver said.
Ideas on how to prepare, support and

retain quality teachers also were presented.
“We want to keep good people here (in

Mountainside). It is the teacher in the
classroom delivering it (the curriculum).
That is the key,” Mr. Carver concluded.

It was reported that the district hired 21
new employees. Seventeen have joined
Deerfield School, with the remainder be-
ing employed at Beechwood.

Building and Grounds Supervisor
Wayne Devico presented the BOE with
what he called the “district’s commit-
ment to ground maintenance.”

He described the integrated pest man-
agement program, which was designed
following the state mandated pest man-
agement program created by Rutgers
University Extension Program.

The board has received several com-
plaints from residents in close proximity
to the schools and playing fields concern-
ing the use of chemicals. The residents
feel the chemicals used for pest manage-
ment by the district are unsafe for hu-
mans, as well as pets.

“Our goal is to make the playing fields
safe. By safe, I don’t mean holes in the
grass,” Mr. Devico said. “Crabgrass and
dandelions are considered by the state to
be pests.”

Mr. Devico mentioned that bees and
other insects also are being targeted when
the grounds are treated.

Mr. Perrin stated that a resident ap-
proached him claiming a lawsuit against
the district was being considered for
medical bills to treat a pet which had
been diagnosed with lymphoma, a can-
cer presumed to be caused by pest man-
agement techniques.

Mr. Devico affirmed that the applica-
tions follow the state mandate “to a ‘T’.”

He stated that applications are moni-
tored. “It is effective and I feel very safe
with it. When chemicals are applied, signs
are displayed,” Mr. Devico concluded.

Back to School Night for Beechwood
School will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22. Deerfield’s Back to School
Night will take place on Thursday, Sep-
tember 29.

Mountainside Council Moves
To Finalize Police Contract

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The  Borough
council, at Tuesday’s agenda setting meet-
ing, discussed ordidances scheduled for a
second reading next week.

The first ordinance is for the new con-
tract between the borough and the
Mountainside Policemen’s Benevolent
Association (PBA) Local No. 126  for the
period of January 1, 2003 through De-
cember 31, 2006. An agreement was
reached between the borough and PBA
after two-and-a-half years of negotiations.

The new contract reflect a 3.5 percent
increase for 2003; a 3.625 percent increase
for 2004; a 3.75 percent increase for 2005
and a 3.75 percent increase for 2006.

Other changes include an increase in
the starting salary for a probationary of-
ficer, from an annual $28,000 to $32,000.
Also, the new contract provides for a
seventh step to the top salary, whereas the
old contract only provided six steps. All
Emergency Medical Technicians will re-

ceive an annual stipends of $500.
Another ordinance to be adopted Tues-

day night provides improvements to the
municipal swimming pool. An appro-
priation of $275,000 will be bonded to
provide for resurfacing and retiling of the
pool and for a new water slide.

In other business, the governing body set
aside tomorrow, Friday, September 16, as
POW/MIA (Prisoners of War/Missing in
Action) Remembrance Day. Council Presi-
dent Glenn Mortimer said the day will be a
time for “remembering and honoring those
who have given so much to make us all free
and secure in our national homeland.”

At next week’s meeting, Candace
Lesofski-Fiorenza will be sworn in as the
newest member of the borough’s volunteer
fire department. Also, resolutions of com-
mendation for the Boys 11-year-old Base-
ball All Stars, who placed first in the Roselle
Park Tournament, and for the Mountainside
PAL Girls Softball Team, which won the
Elmora Youth League Title.

proficiency.
Communication with the commu-

nity is also highlighted goal of the
board. Board President Anne Riegel
feels the district’s new website,
www.Westfieldjk12.org, is vital for
communication with the parents.

“We have been working hard on our
website to become a communication
and information tool for the parents.
For instance, on the website parents
can read about the news and events of
the school district as well as child’s
curriculum,” said Mrs. Riegel.

Among other things listed is the Back
to School Nights, which will be held
between Tuesday, September 13 and
Friday, October 6 and the TV 36 sched-
ule. School board members and their
respected committees along with the
district profile and emergency related
information is also listed on the
website.

During the Back to School Nights,
parents will be given information about
registering for the district’s news up-
dates via e-mail.

Working with the Town of Westfield
is another goal of the board. With a
new grounds position open to monitor
the athletic fields, Dr. Foley said the
district is working with the town to
share the position.

The district will also this year look
to improve on strengthening the cur-
riculum and raising achievement of
learning disabled students. They are
looking to add instructional support
such as early diagnosis of potential
learning disabled students and tutor-
ing. The district is looking to expand
opportunities for the out-of-district
learning-disabled students to be inte-
grated into the public school system.

The board announced that the rib-
bing cutting ceremony for the new turf
field and track at Kehler Stadium would
be held  at the  stadium on Sunday,
October 2 at noon.
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Enrollment
Jumps


