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Defense Rests Case Without
Calling Detective to Testify

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The attorney for
suspended Westfield Police Detec-
tive Sandra Chambers rested his case
last Friday without calling Detective
Chambers or any other witnesses to
testify. A decision is not expected to
be issued by hearing officer James
Damato for several months. That de-
cision, however, is non-binding.

Detective Chambers has been sus-
pended with pay since March for al-
legedly fixing a ticket for her son and
covering it up by lying about it as part
of an internal investigation conducted
by Westfield Police Lieutenant David
Wayman. Detective Chambers’ attor-
ney has charged that former Police
Chief Bernard Tracy had the charges
issued as retaliation against Detec-
tive Chambers after there was a change
in their “social relationship.”

Mr. Damato has given attorneys in
the case 30 days to submit legal briefs
and another 10 days after that to re-
spond to each other’s briefs. After his
report is issued, the police depart-
ment will determine what penalty, if
any, should be issued against Detec-
tive Chambers. During the hearing,
Mr. Tracy said Ms. Chambers faces
termination.

Detective Chambers attorney,
Hassan Abdellah of Elizabeth, said
the “burden of proof” in the case was
on the town and not on Detective
Chambers.

The town’s attorney in the case,
James Plosia, said at Friday’s hearing
that it is generally customary as part

of a disciplinary hearing for the per-
son charged to testify in his or her
behalf.

“Unfortunately, I can’t compel that.
I cannot subpoena or require Detec-
tive Chambers to testify,” said Mr.
Plosia.

Mr. Abdellah told The Westfield
Leader he believes the town failed to
make its case against Detective Cham-
bers.

“I don’t think the township (made
its case),” he said. “Clearly, the testi-
mony on direct cross examination is
that she in no way played any part in
having the ticket (of her son) voided.
She physically didn’t void the ticket.
She didn’t influence (Special Officer)
Jonathan Pierce to void the ticket,
and no meter was ever checked to
determine if the meter was broken.”

Officer Pierce issued tickets to De-
tective Chambers’ son as well as to
Jefferson School secretary Jill Brown.
Detective Chambers has charged that
Detective Lisa Perrotta had Officer
Pierce void the ticket to Ms. Brown
who, according to Detective Cham-
bers, was a friend of Detective
Perrotta’s.

Mr. Abdellah also disputed Mr.
Tracy’s testimony that Detective
Chambers admitted during a phone
conversation with the chief that she
had Officer Pierce illegally void her
son’s ticket.

Her attorney said that was part of
Mr. Tracy’s “discriminatory treat-
ment” of Detective Chambers.

During Friday’s hearing, Mr.
Abdellah attempted to have a state-

ment by Detective Chambers submit-
ted by the town as evidence thrown
out.

“It is not as though we are afraid of
the information in the statement; it’s
that now you want to make findings
of fact. And you (Mr. Damato) may
use that statement to assist you,” said
Mr. Abdellah.

He argued that the town failed to
“lay a foundation for the (Detective
Chambers’) statement” or include it
as testimony during the hearings.

“The sworn statement of a person
charged is essential for the purposes
of you (Mr. Damato) deciding this
case,” Mr. Plosia responded, noting
that the statement is an official police
document. He said the lack of Detec-
tive Chambers’ testimony, combined
with the exclusion of her written state-
ment, would be “an absolute perver-
sion of this process.”

Mr. Damato allowed the testimony
as part of the case but said attorneys
could argue for or against its inclu-
sion as part of their legal briefs. He
also allowed DVDs of police record-
ings showing Detective Chambers and
other officers, including Officer
Pierce, coming and going from the
violations and parking services bu-
reaus as part of the town’s case against
Detective Chambers.

Detective Chambers’ attorney said
the town failed to present testimony
on what was said in discussions be-
tween Detective Chambers and Of-
ficer Pierce or other officials that
would justify the tapes as being ad-
mitted as evidence.

Planning Bd. Grants Willow Grove,
Greene Place Subdivisions for Dev.

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two minor sub-
divisions were granted last Thursday
evening as Westfield Planning Board
members heldtheir monthly meeting.

The first application granted was
for 645 Willow Grove Road, where
developer and owner Dominick Ver-
dict plans to remove a house, garage
and shed on the existing lot and sub-
divide the property into two residen-
tial spaces.

Mr. Verdict testified that he had
held a luncheon in early spring for the
neighbors of the property and found
that a majority of those who attended
said they would rather have two
smaller homes on the lot rather than
one large home. He testified that one
home on the lot would be estimated to
equal 4,600 to 4,800 square feet, and
two homes would measure approxi-
mately 2,000 square feet each.

Board Chairman Jay Boyle asked
Mr. Verdict how many neighbors at-
tended the meeting. He replied that
14 to 16 people were present, repre-
senting nine houses.

Mr. Boyle also asked Mr. Verdict if
he had designed any residential build-
ings in Westfield. Mr. Verdict said
that he had not done residential prop-
erties in Westfield but had performed
commercial work, which included the
Gap Store, The Children’s Place,
KayBee Toys and Oscar’s Hair Sa-
lon. He further noted that he has com-
pleted residential properties in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

Mr. Boyle asked Mr. Verdict if he
would be willing to agree that, before
any new construction would take place
on the new houses, approval must be
sought by the Planning Board Site
Plan Review Committee. Mr. Verdict
agreed.

Mr. Boyle also noted that the prop-
erty had a heavily wooded area to-
ward the rear. He said that he knew
some trees would have to come down,
but asked Mr. Verdict to “maintain as
much of the wooded area as pos-
sible.”

Planning Board member Robert
Newell asked Mr. Verdict if he con-
sidered leaving the existing house
and renovating it, to which Mr. Ver-

dict said, “the existing house is in
poor condition. The foundation is
made of stone, mud and brick.”

Neighbor Reba Waller spoke out
against the application, saying that
she attended the luncheon that Mr.
Verdict had spoke earlier. She said
that the neighbors were shown pic-
tures of two houses “nicely done”
and were then told that if they
were not approved, Mr. Verdict
said he would build “a monstros-
ity.”

Property owner and developer,
Ralph Rapuano, Jr.  sought the sec-
ond subdivision at 123 Greene Place.

According to his testimony, Mr.
Rapuano is planning to demolish an
existing house and detached garage
and subdivide the property into two
conforming lots. He also said that the
existing house is “not salvageable.”
Mr. Rapuano agreed to come in front
of the Site Plan Review Committee
before building the two new homes.

In other business, the board memo-
rialized an appeal from last month for
minor site plan approval at 415 and
419 South Avenue West. The applica-

tion was approved to construct decks
and add a driveway between the prop-
erties, which share parking.

According to attorney George
Canellis, who represented the appli-
cants last month, the buildings are a
combination of office use and resi-
dential use.

Board members said that the ap-
proval is contingent upon approval of
the county and the town council, as
the applicant is looking to remove
one or two street-metered parking
spaces.

Engineer James Mantz testified last
month that the loss of the one or two
spaces would make way for “better
site distance for an entrance and exit
to the properties.” This, he said, would
be safer for patrons using the office
building and for residents occupying
housing there.

Mr. Newell asked Mr. Boyle if there
was approval yet from the county for
the loss of the space, to which he
replied, “no.”

The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for Monday, October 3,
beginning at 8 p.m.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DADDY’S KISS...On 9/11, a tender
moment in Westfield last Sunday.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NEVER FORGET...Last Sunday in Westfield at the 9/11 Memorial, Westfield and Scotch Plains remember residents who
were killed four years ago: Andrew Alameno, David Campbell, Michael Davidson, Dean Eberling, Stephen M. Fogel,
Thomas Glasser, Matthew Horning, Leo Russell Keene, 3rd, Richard B. Madden, Mark Rothenberg, John S. Salerno, See-
Wong Shum, Anthony M. Starita and James Walsh.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FIRST DAY JITTERS...Parents were all smiles last Wednesday as their children
said goodbye to summer and hello to school. Franklin Elementary School students
were reunited on the first day, curious to learn what friends they have in their class.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
NO MORE WAR...Anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan and Jeff Key, a marine who
served in Iraq, hold a news conference in front of the Westfield Municipal
Building on Monday afternoon, calling for an exit strategy for the war. Westfield
was chosen for the media event as it was the site that President George W. Bush
chose to kick-off his privatization of Social Security campaign. See story on page
10 and video at www.goleader.com/video.

Board Rejects Variance
For Sylvania Pl. Project
By JAMES HALLERAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In a narrow 4-3
vote, the town’s board of adjustment
Monday night rejected Fellowship
Partners LLC,  owners of 251 Sylvania
Place, for a variance for a 10-foot
side- yard setback.

The applicant had proposed to re-
construct a first floor wall with a set
back of 8.8 feet. Karol Hewitt, the
architect for the Fellowship Group,
withdrew variances for a front porch
and maximum building coverage;
however, the board failed to grant the
side yard variance.

Therefore, in order for Fellowship
Partners to comply with the board,
the left sidewall has to move 14 inches
away from the property line.

Before the final vote, Chairmen
William Heinbokel said he felt the
board was in a tough situation.

“Either way, for the residents or the
builder, this is a no-win situation,”
Mr. Heinbokel, said he, along with
other members of the board, felt the
builders were building in good faith
and thought the process received some
bad advice from town officials.

Ms. Hewitt had received approval
by the Westfield Building Depart-
ment for a remolding permit on April
12. However, on July 29,  a letter to
Westfield’s construction official Steve
Freedman, noted the existing wall
studs were rotted and therefore had
be removed.

Ms. Hewitt told the board she had
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Unveils Permit Parking
Reduction, Approves User Fees

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
public meeting, the Westfield Town
Council approved recreation user fees
for athletic leagues; made permanent
one-way street changes at Wilson
School; introduced on first reading
an ordinance to reduce permit park-
ing fees; approved 12 single-family
teardowns appointed Captain John
Parizeau as Acting Police Chief and
listened to a presentation on traffic
safety.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance on first reading that will reduce
permit parking fees for employees
and commuters in lots three, eight
and nine. In lot three, the South Av-

enue lot, the fee will be reduced from
$58.50 to $48 per month. In addition,
annually, the rate commuters and
employees pay at the north side, south
side and Trader Joe’s lots will drop
from $702 to $576.

Night hour parking will cost $120,
and Watterson Street parking will re-
main at $360 for a year. Night hour
parking changes will go into effect
immediately, while all other permit
parking changes are effective Janu-
ary 6, 2006.

In addition, the town approved 12
single-family teardowns, two, one-
car garages and one two-car garage.

The council passed unanimously
on second reading three ordinances.
One will authorize the use of recre-

ation user fees. First Ward Council-
man Peter Echausse said the mea-
sure, which will be used for needs
such as new backstops, is “unani-
mously endorsed by the six athletic
leagues. What this will do is set aside
money to an improvements fund and
use the fees instead of taxpayer
money.”

Another ordinance makes perma-
nent the changes in the Wilson School
area. Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said it would change streets
by the drop-off and pick-up zones to
one-way. Also, the town finalized and
made permanent changes to Clark
Street.

The council appointed Captain John
Parizeau to Acting Police Chief.
Councilman Echausse, on behalf of
the council, “thanked him for step-
ping in and agreeing to step up as
acting chief.”

Councilman Ciarrocca’s Public
Safety Transportation and Parking
Committee, over the last eight months,
compiled eight hotspot areas through-
out the town to have safety issues
addressed. The town formed an advi-
sory committee that worked with
members of the public and incorpo-
rated residents’ input into meetings
with the Public Safety Committee.

Councilman Ciarrocca Tuesday
night touted the committee’s findings
and recommendations, saying that the
group sought “effective solutions to
try and improve traffic safety in these
areas, to try and do it in an incremen-
tal approach, through temporary curb-
ing to produce an island or a chicane
and to try and do so in an inexpensive
manner,” he said.

Traffic Engineer Gordon Meth pro-

Enrollment Highest Since 1979;
BOE And Town Eye Fields Post
By JAMES HALLERAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Record setting
enrollment figures and Westfield Su-
perintendent Dr. William Foley’s
goals for the upcoming school year
were the highlight of the first Westfield
Board of Education meeting since
the start of the 2005-2006 school year.

The enrollment for the 2005-2006
school year stands at 6,033, the high-
est since 1979. That is a jump of 3
percent from the previous school year.
Dr. Foley said that with the growing
rate of the Roosevelt Intermediate
School enrollment now at 719 stu-
dents, by the time the 2007-2008
school year of September of 2007 the
district would have to address student

enrollment. He said a parent advisory
committee would be put together to
make recommendations to the board
to address the overcrowding issue at
Roosevelt.

“It is an issue that we must face
now. By September of 2007, the num-
ber of students at Roosevelt would
make it impossible to operate,” said
Dr. Foley.

The district’s goals center around
reducing the achievement gap across
the district. For instance, Dr. Foley
wants to have 90 percent of students
at Edison Intermediate School profi-
cient in math and language arts in the
Grade Eight Proficiency Test (GEPA).
Dr. Foley said he is making a two-
year commitment to bring in IDE, a

company from outside the district, to
train teachers and special education
teachers who teach math to help in-
crease scores.

Another goal of Dr. Foley is the
development of a database so that
administrators will have information
on students including grades and at-
tendance records, as well as a break-
down of the percentages in various
sub groups.

“I have all of this information;  how-
ever, we need to centralize it so that,
we will be able to track the students
achievement as well as using the in-
formation to our advantage to help
them with the testing,” he said.

The state is initiating new tests for
grades 3 though 8 to monitor student
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