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Outpouring of Local Charity
Shown For Katrina Victims
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — After surviving one of
the most horrendous disasters in
United States history, the victims of
Hurricane Katrina’s wrath must now
rely on the kindness of strangers to

tive Director for the local chapter,
told The Westfield Leader that they
have been instructed to collect and
send monetary donations only at this
time. She said that she expects that
other items will be collected and
shipped at later dates.

ACTS OF KINDNESS…Last Sunday afternoon, nine-year-old Michaela Winberg
and her two friends baked brownies and sold them in front of her father’s store
on Quimby Street in Westfield. The girls raised $200 to help victims of Katrina.
The fourth grade Westfield girls donated the money to the Red Cross on Elm
Street. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Jenna Helfand, Rebecca Kiefer,
and Michaela.

rebuild their lives.
In addition to the basic necessities
of food, water and medicine, the
people of the Gulf Coast will need
clothing, toiletries and toys for their
children for many months to come.
The Westfield and Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross
has mobilized along with thousands
of other organizations across the
country to contribute to the relief
efforts.
Maureen Kaufman, interim Execu-

Most local churches, corporations
and many retail stores are also sponsoring collections to send to various
relief organizations.
Among the many local churches
and synagogues that are contributing
to the relief effort, Evangel Church of
Scotch Plains, in coordination with
Convoy of Hope, a Missouri-based
relief organization, has rented a truck
to fill with supplies to bring down to
the affected region. Church members
loaded up the truck Tuesday after-

noon with food and supplies, household items and toiletries, as well as a
palette of water donated by ShopRite of Clark, and left for the Gulf
Coast region.
A second, larger truck will also be
going down next Tuesday with additional supplies. The truck will be
driven down by a church member
John DiGiorgio of Rahway to the
Slidell, Miss. area where Convoy of
Hope will set up relief tents.
Pastor Kenneth Brennan told The
Leader that the church took up a
special donation on Sunday of
$75,000, which they will match two
to one, totaling $225,000. Ninetypercent of that money will be donated
to Convoy of Hope, with the other 10
percent being used for truck-supplies.
Evangel also plans on partnering
with a church in the affected area,
eventually sending down teams of
construction crews to help them rebuild. Pastor Brennan said that Louisiana was one of the first states to
send assistance to New York during
the 9-11 disaster, and that the Bible
admonishes those who have to help
those in need.
The Scotch Plains Library is donating all of their fines for the week to
the relief effort, reported Library Director Meg Kolaya. The Fanwood
Library Director Dan Weiss said the
borough’s library would also be donating fines.
Ms. Kolaya also recommended
that people check out the legitimacy of a charity before donating.
The Scotch Plains Library has a list
of legitimate charity organizations
and patrons can call the library for
this information.
Stanley Stone, Executive Vice
President of the Jewish Federation of
Scotch Plains, said that his organizaCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Town Couple of Son With SCAD
Advocates Screening of Newborns
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – When Westfield
residents Lauren and Michael Hammer first welcomed their son, Evan,
into the world last year, he appeared
to be completely healthy. He had his
blood drawn, as is required for all
newborns under the state mandated
newborn screening, which checks for
at least 20 known disorders, according to the New Jersey Department of
Health website.
Because the Hammers had friends
whose children had a rare metabolic
disorder, they decided to pay an additional $70 to have a more comprehensive screening that reportedly tests
for approximately 30 additional disorders done simultaneously.
Six days later, they were shocked
to learn Evan had tested positive for
Short Chain Acyl-CoA Dehydrogenase Deficiency.
The Hammers had never heard of
SCAD, a fatty acid oxidation disorder. According to the New Jersey
Department of Health, children with
this deficiency have trouble using fat
for energy. This is because a special
enzyme, which converts fat to energy, may either be missing or not
working properly. If someone with
the disorder fasts or goes without
eating for too long, medical crises
can occur, including vomiting, low
blood sugar or even more serious

problems such as coma.
The state sent the Hammers to a
specialist in Bergen County, who simply told them to feed Evan every 12
hours and he would be fine.
“She really minimized the disorder,” Mrs. Hammer said. “But, if you
go online and read stories about other
kids with it, some of them have died
or ended up retarded.”
This led the family to pursue second opinions from metabolic genetic
specialists Dr. Joan Pellegrino of St.
Peter’s Hospital in New Brunswick
and Dr. Mark Korson of New England Medical Center in Boston.
“Dr. Korson really broke down what
Evan had into laymen’s terms we
could understand,” Mr. Hammer said.
The Hammers reported that both
doctors took the disorder very seriously and put Evan on a strict regimen of eating every four hours around
the clock.
This was reportedly no simple task
for the busy Hammer family, which
also includes a three-year-old daughter, Alexis. Mr. Hammer works long
hours in ad sales for CNN in New
York City, while Mrs. Hammer practices clinical social work in Summit
and Westfield.
“The first year was tough. We were
exhausted. We used to literally write
down the time and how much he ate to
the half ounce every four hours,” Mrs.
Hammer said.

Christine Storms for The Westfield Leader

ADVOCATING SCREENINGS…Michael and Lauren Hammer of Westfield are
shown here with their 18-month-old-son, Evan, who was diagnosed with Short
Chain Acyl-CoA Dehydrogenase Deficiency, a rare metabolic disorder detected
early by a newborn blood screening, and three-year-old daughter, Alexis.

“Every parent is usually trying to
make their newborn sleep through
the night,” Mr. Hammer added. “So if
we didn’t know that he had this, we
would have, too. And we’d be highfiving each other not knowing that we
could possibly be killing him.”
In addition to SCAD, Evan also
suffered from several unrelated ear
infections and Pyloric Stenosis, which
causes projectile vomiting.
“Of all the kids to have a problem
keeping food inside him, did it have
to be one who has to monitor every
ounce of intake?” Mrs. Hammer said.
Evan had to have surgery at seven
weeks old to correct the Pyloric Stenosis, and then another surgery at 16
months old to place tubes in his ears.
He had to be admitted to the hospital
the night before each surgery to take
the extra precaution of stabilizing his
glucose for several hours intravenously.
The Hammers later learned that
Mr. Hammer unknowingly has an
asymptomatic version of SCAD,
while Mrs. Hammer is only a carrier.
After DNA testing, they found that
Evan’s gene mutation was different
than his father’s. Therefore, they
would never know for sure whether
he might also be asymptomatic, but
felt they could never take that chance.
Evan is now 18 months old and
becoming capable of going without
eating for longer intervals. Dr. Korson,
who now has him on a schedule where
he eats every four hours during the
day and is permitted to sleep eight to
10 hours at night, monitors his
progress. The American Medical
Association’s Heart-Healthy Diet is
also recommended.
However, according to Mrs. Hammer, whenever Evan gets sick, he
must go back to the every-four-hour
feeding regimen.
“When he has a fever, his body is
breaking everything down faster, and
he is at greater risk,” Mrs. Hammer
reported. “It could just be a cold, but
if we can’t get him to eat, he would
have to go to the hospital just for the
IV sugar drip.”
When Evan eventually goes to
school, he will wear a medical alert
bracelet, and the Hammers always
keep SCAD protocol literature handy
in the car and everywhere they travel
in case of an emergency.
Although having a child with
SCAD hasn’t been easy, the Hammers consider themselves lucky beCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

NEW JERSEY RESPONDS...Captain Michael Brennan of the Westfield Fire Department leaves for parts unknown in the
Gulf states Saturday with 38 pounds of survival gear. He and his teammate, firefighter Tom Ryan (not shown) must be
prepared to live in the wild, volunteering for a minimum of 30 days to perform their rescue duties under Federal Emergency
Management Agency command. Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky looks on as part of the contingent to see them off.

New Jersey Emergency Volunteer
Professionals Leave to Gulf States
By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – One thousand, twoman firefighter teams from across the
nation went to the Gulf Coast states
over the weekend to help in Hurricane Katrina disaster relief.
New Jersey and Union County
towns including Westfield,
Cranford, Hillside, Union, Springfield, Plainfield, Linden and Elizabeth have volunteer professional
teams that departed Saturday to parts
unknown in the Gulf states. This
mobilization has been underway
since Thursday, and the personnel

become part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
rescue efforts.
The firefighter teams carry with them
survival gear for living in the wild
while performing their rescue work:
military rations, water filters and such
equipment. The men have volunteered
for a minimum 30-day period.
Union County has coordinated six
firefighters for the federal decontamination deployment. Five volunteers are
from Elizabeth and one is from Union.
New Jersey emergency medical
response teams consisting of state
employed physicians, nurses, respi-

Town Considering
Change In Websites
By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council,
at its Tuesday conference meeting,
discussed Westfield firefighters volunteering in the Gulf Coast states,
town-wide measures to support victims of the Katrina disaster, a proposed World War II memorial and a
new town website.
Following these discussions, which
were open to the public, the council
went into private session to review
personnel matters including the retirement and replacement of Police
Chief Bernard Tracy, plus the disciplinary hearing involving suspended
police detective Sandra Chambers, as
well as the new contract with

Westfield Mayor
Reminder: Leaf
Collection Policy
There have been some questions
recently about the fall leaf collection policy. In line with my initiative of more open communication,
the following information should
provide answers to these questions.
Leaves will be picked up at the
curbside without mandatory bagging. However, if you choose to bag
your leaves for “on call” pick up
you may contact the Department of
Public Works for free bags at 7894100 ext. 600. Within 24 hours,
bagged leaves will be picked up.
Due to town efforts, curbside pick
up without mandatory bagging will
continue as an option.
The Department of Public Works
employees will be collecting leaves
on an “as needed” basis. We intend
to pick up leaves more often so that
our streets are safer for pedestrians.
Please note that no leaves are permitted at the curbside before October 15.
I hope this information clears up
any confusion about our town’s leaf
collection policy. Please look for
the Leaf Collection brochure, which
you should receive soon.
If you have any questions, or
would like to discuss this or any
other matter, please remember that
I have Saturday morning office
hours. You may contact my assistant Joan at (908) 789-4041 to schedule an appointment.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky

Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association No. 30.
FirstWard Councilman Peter Echausse
said the town is looking at other domain
names for the town’s homepage, including thetownofwestfield.com and
thetownofwestfield.gov. The cost to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

ratory therapists and crisis counselors are also being deployed to
regular and field hospitals in Baton Rouge, La.
It is expected that other personnel
will be dispatched on a longer-term
basis as the Gulf region transitions
in this unprecedented disaster.
Officials report that the unconditional commitments to this disaster
are also mindful of the regular service obligations of these forces in
their home communities.
Fire Chief Dan Kelly recommended the Westfield team that includes Captain Michael Brennan and
firefighter Tom Ryan. Firefighters
Brennan and Ryan flew from New
Jersey Saturday afternoon. Chief
Kelly told The Westfield Leader that
the men are chosen based on many
criteria including training, experience, aptitude and the capacity of
their families (if married) to carry
on with minimum hardship during
their absence.
Engineering, crafts and construction companies in the area are also
readying volunteers to depart to the
Gulf Coast states.

Police Chief Submits
Letter of Retirement
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Police Chief Bernard Tracy officially retired Tuesday
night after five years in the post. Captain John Parizeau will serve as acting chief until a permanent chief is
hired. Chief Tracy, with the department since 1974, submitted his letter
of retirement Tuesday to the mayor
and council.
As first reported by The Westfield
Leader, Chief Tracy has accepted a
position as a school security officer
for the Linden Public Schools, at a
salary of $45,000. The Linden Board
of Education approved the appointment at its August 17 meeting.
The governing body met with the
chief in private session Tuesday night.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
he discussed his recommendation on
how to proceed with the search for a
new chief. The mayor and council are
expected to vote on a resolution at the
council’s Tuesday, September 13
meeting to formalize the appointment
of Acting Chief Parizeau. The appointment will be retroactive to September 7.
Mayor Skibitsky said Mr. Gildea
and council members talked “about
the situation, the process and how to
move forward.” He said the objective
now is to replace Chief Tracy “with
the best candidate possible.”
The mayor said Mr. Gildea Tuesday night unveiled a “very thorough
process” which will also be “open,
fair and pragmatic” on finding a new
police chief. “I’m thinking it’s going
to take two to three months to fill this
position,” Mayor Skibitsky told The
Leader yesterday morning.
The mayor said Captain Parizeau

was chosen in part due to the fact he
has opted not to be a candidate for
chief, “which makes him the perfect
candidate for acting chief,” since he
will be impartial in his new role.
The mayor said Chief Tracy did not
provide a recommendation for his
successor Tuesday night.
“It was really just for him to formally announce his retirement,” said
Mayor Skibitsky. The outgoing chief
also reviewed some of his accomplishments with the department and
thanked the town and the mayor and
council for allowing him to serve the
town as chief.
Chief Tracy will be on the payroll
until January 31, 2006 due to the 100
days of terminal leave he has been
awarded as a non-union employee
with 30 years of service to the town.

Chief John Parizeau
New Acting Westfield Police
Chief John Parizeau graduated from
the College of New Jersey and was
appointed to the department on
March 29, 1981. He was promoted
to Captain on February 1, 2005. He
was the department’s informational
technology and media officer.
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DWC Still Seeks Bus. Owner
To Fill Vacant Spot on Board

Local Charity
For Katrina Victims

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tion has been coordinating a relief
effort among the many Jewish organizations and synagogues in this area.
They are collecting monetary donations only at this time to disperse to
one of the major relief organizations
in the affected region, he said.
Several churches and synagogues,
including First Baptist Church of
Westfield and Temple Sholom of
Fanwood are in the process of organizing housing and relocation sponsorship for families that wish to relocate to New Jersey. Temple Sholom is
collecting donations of supplies,
clothing, toiletries and money, which
will be forwarded to one of the major
relief charities.
Hans Winberg, Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce Chairman
and owner of Embroidery Baby on
Quimby Street, reported that his
nine-year-old daughter, Michaela,
and two of her friends, Rebecca
Kiefer and Jenna Helfand, all fourth
graders in Westfield, raised $200 by
selling homemade brownies, which
they baked, in front of his store on
Monday. They donated the money
to the Westfield/Mountainside Red
Cross Chapter for the hurricane victims.
Ms. Kaufman reported that 10
residents from Westfield and
Mountainside have volunteered to
take the Red Cross training for even-

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

tual deployment. Various skills and
disciplines are needed, she said. For
more information, contact the Red
Cross at 1-800-Help-Now or log on
to westfieldmtside-redcross.org.
Many students attending colleges
and universities in the Gulf Coast
were left to scramble for alternate
housing and schools after it became
apparent that their college campuses
were severely damaged.
Thousands of students from Tulane
University, Xavier College, Loyola
College and New Orleans University
are being offered housing and enrollment at other universities around the
country. Many schools are offering
financial aid, waiving registration fees
an, in some cases, waiving tuition for
the displaced students.
And many families across the country have opened up their homes, offering free room and board to one or
more hurricane victims until they get
back on their feet.
There are also numerous websites
where families and friends can search
to locate displaced or missing loved
ones. These sites can be accessed by
inserting “search Katrina victims”
into any Internet search engine. Additional information on the status of
the relief effort, providing assistance
for the hurricane victims and locating
missing people can be found at
www.fema.gov.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD SUPPORT...Firefighters Tom Ryan and Captain Michael Brennan
pose with well-wishers last Saturday afternoon prior to departing for the Gulf
states as part of the FEMA rescue effort from the damages of Hurricane Katrina.
Pictured above, from left to right, are: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Mr. Ryan, Mr.
Brennan, Councilman Sal Caruana and Fire Chief Dan Kelly.

SCAD Screening
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cause they know he has it, and, therefore, been able to prevent serious
crisis by taking the aforementioned
precautions.
“Unfortunately, not everyone is as
lucky,” Mrs. Hammer said. “There’s
a theory out there about Sudden Infant Death Syndrome possibly being
related. They’re finding out that if a
family that lost a child to SIDS now
has a kid with one of these disorders,
it may not have been SIDS. Maybe
the babies had some kind of metabolic disorder and the families didn’t

know the babies were basically dying
just by sleeping through the night
without eating.”
The Hammers are hoping the state
expands its funding to incorporate
all of the disorders in the expanded
screening into the state mandated one.
According to the Hammers, SCAD
is now part of the New Jersey mandated screening, but many other disorders are not.
For more information on SCAD,
visit www.fodsupport.org or e-mail
laurenhammer@comcast.net.

Hye-Young Choi

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) is still
searching for a downtown business
owner to fill an available seat on its
board that was left vacant by the
resignation of Richard Fromkin, who
left the area in June.
The corporation’s by-laws state that
the individual holding the position,
which is slated for a business owner,
cannot be a property owner as well.
At its last meeting, the board briefly
discussed changing the by-laws to
allow a property owner who is also a
business owner to be eligible for the
seat.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky was in
attendance at the meeting and said
the DWC ordinance states that any
and all changes to the by-laws would
have to be approved by the mayor and
town council.
According to Executive Director
Sherry Cronin, the DWC has met
with an attorney, “to help us craft
that. A person could wear two hats,
not just one.”
Mrs. Cronin stated that any changes
would take “a long time to happen”
because they would be carefully examined by the mayor and council.
The current by-laws state that a
board member’s seat expires after a
three-year term. The by-laws were
tweaked in December 2003 when the
town council reappointed property
and business owner Joseph Spector
to a second term.
Mr. Spector volunteered to serve

another term and indicated that he
qualified for either of the designations and would be happy to accept
either to make it easier for the board
to fill the other seat.
At that time, Westfield Town Administrator James Gildea, who in 2003
also was a board member, questioned
if that was permitted by the by-laws.
Mr. Spector stated, “We fixed that
problem.”
Former
Mayor
Gregory
McDermott told The Westfield Leader,
“We reappointed him because he had
been so active and there was no one
else to take the spot.”
The downtown has seen an influx
of large chains in the last decade,
including Bombay Company, Banana
Republic and Victoria’s Secret.
“Big businesses do not want to get
involved (in the DWC),” Mr.
McDermott said, explaining why seats
on the DWC are hard to fill.
Mrs. Cronin stated that the DWC
newsletter was distributed to all business owners in hopes of finding an
interested party. The member would
be required to attend a monthly meeting as well as an occasional council
or committee meeting.
Mrs. Cronin stated that the position
requires a minimal time commitment,
“depending on how involved they
want to be.”
Any business owner interested in
the position is asked to call the DWC
office at (908) 789-9444 for more
information. The DWC recommends
eligible candidates to the mayor and
town council for approval.

Westfield Council
Discusses Website

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

Westfield….Magestic Highland Ave Tudor featuring 5 bedroom, 4 ½ Bths. Outstanding architectural features include custom heavy chestnut stairway and doors
outfitted with hand made wrought iron hardware. 2 story entry reception hall w/ upper landing. Spacious LR w/beautiful frplc, banquet size formal dining room, open,
airy garden/,family room with barrel ceiling, and French drs to raised flgstn patio. Renovated Kitchen w/ separate dining area, custom baths, 1st flr Guest Suite w/full
bth, CAC, RRm, in ground Sylvan pool. $1,799,000 WSF 0762

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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register a domain is $100.
“For 30 days, free, we can get a
mock-up, to create our own website.
We pay an upfront licensing fee of
$2,700, and $80 per month. We feel
we can take our site to the next level,”
Councilman Echausse said.
Using an International City/County
Management Association (ICMA)
website, “we’ll have the balance of a
professional outside webmaster and
internal expertise working with town
professionals,” said Councilman
Echausse.
Ideally, Councilman Echausse said
he envisioned a site where townspeople could conduct electronic
online registration, pay fees online
and get specific e-mail alerts.
“We want something proactive and
attractive, and something, frankly, the
town deserves,” Councilman
Echausse said.
Over the last few months, the Public Safety, Transportation and Parking Committee, working with the
Citizens Traffic Advisory Committee, investigated the traffic “hot spots”
in Westfield and identified eight locations for further study, based on the
magnitude of requests and
prioritization by the Westfield Police
Department. Three hearings that included public input were held over
several months.
Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee has $50,000 budgeted to accomplish each intersection in “incremental approaches.”
Creating a pick up/drop off and curb
extensions at Franklin Elementary
School would incur the largest expense – $18,000. It will cost $12,000
to create a chicane and island effect at
East Dudley and Lawrence Avenues,

and $10,000 to complete work at
McKinley Elementary School by slowing traffic at West Broad Street to 25
mph and making Lynwood Place a
one-way road going southbound.
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly, at
the request of Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, gave an update on
Westfield’s role in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina. Mayor Skibitsky
said the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) asked for 1,000
two-man teams from career fire departments around the country.
Chief Kelly explained that on September 1, he received a request from
the Department of Homeland Security, through the U.S. Fire Administration in conjunction with FEMA.
“I had two firefighters step up,”
Chief Kelly said.
After “adverse conditions” for the
men’s 30-day deployment were explained, Captain Michael Brennan and
firefighter Thomas Ryan accepted the
request and boarded a plane at 6 p.m.
last Saturday for Atlanta, Ga.
Mayor Skibitsky said, “(First Ward
Councilman) Sal (Caruana) and I had
a conversation with the two
firefighters on Saturday. I think you
made two very wise choices. They
seem very ready and eager to go.”
The mayor announced that Fourth
Ward Councilman Larry Goldman and
Councilman Caruana will “act as council liaisons to the town and get the word
out and see how we can help victims of
the hurricane. They’ll be working with
TV-36 and the local papers to talk about
what we can do and coordinate with
local agencies or organize a town-wide
effort to raise funds.”
Councilman Caruana reminded the
council that there would be a memorial at the town’s 9/11 monument this
Sunday, September 11, at 2 p.m.

You’re invited to a FREE neighborhood
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Westfield Health & Rehabilitation
Dr. Todd Carnucci
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Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
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Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
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Nursing Home Abuse
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Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases
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Outpouring of Local Charity
Shown For Katrina Victims
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — After surviving one of
the most horrendous disasters in
United States history, the victims of
Hurricane Katrina’s wrath must now
rely on the kindness of strangers to
rebuild their lives.
In addition to the basic necessities
of food, water and medicine, the
people of the Gulf Coast will need

Maureen Kaufman, interim Executive director for the local chapter, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood that they
have been instructed to collect and
send monetary donations only at this
time. She said that she expects that
other items will be collected and
shipped at later dates.
Most local churches, corporations
and many retail stores are also sponsoring collections to send to various

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HELPING HAND…The Evangel Church in Scotch Plains sent a large amount of
relief items to the victims of Hurricane Katrina on Tuesday. Pictured above are
some of the items and parishioners getting the goods ready for transportation to
Slidell, La.

clothing, toiletries and toys for their
children for many months to come.
The Westfield and Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross
has mobilized along with thousands
of other organizations across the country to contribute to the relief efforts.

relief organizations.
Among the many local churches
and synagogues that are contributing
to the relief effort, Evangel Church of
Scotch Plains, in coordination with
Convoy of Hope, a Missouri-based
relief organization, has rented a truck

to fill with supplies to bring down to
the affected region. Church members
loaded up the truck Tuesday afternoon with food and supplies, household items and toiletries, as well as a
palette of water donated by ShopRite of Clark, and left for the Gulf
Coast region.
A second, larger truck will also be
going down next Tuesday with additional supplies. The truck will be
driven down by a church member
John DiGiorgio of Rahway to the
Slidell, Miss. area where Convoy of
Hope will set up relief tents.
Pastor Kenneth Brennan told The
Times that the church took up a special donation on Sunday of $75,000,
which they will match two to one,
totaling $225,000. Ninety-percent of
that money will be donated to Convoy of Hope, with the other 10 percent being used for truck-supplies.
Evangel also plans on partnering
with a church in the affected area,
eventually sending down teams of
construction crews to help them rebuild. Pastor Brennan said that Louisiana was one of the first states to
send assistance to New York during
the 9-11 disaster, and that the Bible
admonishes those who have to help
those in need.
Many local libraries are taking up
donations and contributing to the disaster in other ways. The Scotch Plains
Library is donating all of their fines
for the week to the relief effort, reported Library Director Meg Kolaya.
The Fanwood Library Director Dan
Weiss said the borough’s library
would also be donating fines to relief
efforts.
Ms. Kolaya also recommended that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rain Garden Proposed for Library;
More Funding Needed for Courts
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Environmental Commission member David
Schwartzberg addressed the mayor
and council Tuesday night regarding
the creation of a rain garden on the
north side of the Fanwood Memorial
Library.
The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) has
agreed to fund this environmental
safeguard for Fanwood. The approximate cost is $1,500 to $2,000.
A rain garden is a landscaped area
containing wild flowers and other
native vegetation that soak up rainwater, mainly from the roof of a house
or other buildings. The rain garden
flows with a few inches of water after
a storm, and the water slowly filters
into the ground rather than running
off to a storm drain. Compared to a
conventional patch of lawn, a rain
garden allows approximately 30 percent more water to soak into the
ground.
Storm water runoff from developed
areas increases flooding, carries pollutants from streets, parking lots and
lawns into local streams and lakes,
and results in expensive municipal
improvements to storm water treatment structures.

While an individual rain garden
may seem like a small contribution,
collectively, they produce substantial
neighborhood and community environmental benefits, officials said.
“A rain garden is a very special
type of garden,” Mr. Schwartzberg
said. “It’s a very effective way to
drain water. Not only does it look
good, but it’s very functional.”
Mr. Schwartzberg explained that
the library was selected for the rain
garden because it will provide educational opportunities – pamphlets will
be available at the site – and many
people visit the library.
The rain garden will measure between 100 and 200 square feet and be
shaped like a crescent or kidney bean.
Mr. Schwartzberg explained that in
Cranford, approximately 40 inches
of rainwater soaks into the ground
annually. He didn’t have the amount
of rainwater per year for Fanwood,
but indicated it was probably about
the same as Cranford.
The environmentalist stressed that
the major benefit to the rain garden is
that water will infiltrate the ground
instead of flooding the streets. The
Union County Master Gardeners have
been commissioned to plant the various flowers, and, according to Mr.
Schwartzberg, some members of this

TENNIS ANYONE…Assemblywoman Linda Stender and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr inspect the newly resurfaced tennis court area at La Grande Park in
Fanwood. The project was funded by a grant from the NJ Department of
Community Affairs.
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organization reside in the borough.
The council was in favor of the rain
garden, but suggested that library officials approve it. Mayor Colleen
Mahr explained that the library had
been notified, and she had not received any objections.
The target installation date for the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Limb, Brush And Leaf
Pickups Announced
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains fall branch and brush pick-up
program will begin on Monday, September 19 at 7 a.m. The Department
of Public Works will begin picking
up branches and shrub parts only.
Grass, weeds, leaves, stumps and
other materials will not be collected.
Branches must be cut in reasonable
lengths and tied in bundles. Metal
wire should not be used.
The program will be conducted in
the same manner as leaf collections.
The DPW will be working on the
north side and south side of the township simultaneously; therefore, officials said it is important to have limbs
and branches at the curb by September 19. Officials said it is difficult to
establish a schedule because it is not
known how much material will have
to be picked up at each residence.
The DPW will be going through
the township once. Tree parts will not
be picked up again until the spring
clean up.
Residents are asked to put vegetative waste at the curb unless a pickup
is scheduled. This material should
not be put out until the weekend before the pick-up.
Leaf pickups will begin in Scotch
Plains on Monday, October 31 on
both the north side and south side of
the township. The township plans at
least three collection cycles. Residents are asked not to use plastic bags
and to leave space along the curb line
for water to flow.
Township officials are asking residents to keep as many cars off the
roadways as possible during leaf collections. Also, leaf piles should be
free of sticks, rocks, stumps, etc. to
prevent damage to DPW equipment.
Weather permitting; sweepers will be
operating after the last pick-up cycle
is completed.
The use of biodegradable paper
bags is acceptable and encouraged.
Residents should not put branches
out at the curb. The township’s compost center will not accept leaves if
other vegetative waste is included in
the mix.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMER TRADITION...Thousands of people from all over the area came out over Labor Day Weekend to the annual
Italian Festival at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church in Scotch Plains. The fair featured rides, games and food. The fair
benefits St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church and the Scotch Plains UNICO Club.

Ashbrook Deer Reduction Plan
Now In Hands of County Officials
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township’s
plans for a deer-reduction program in
the Ashbrook Reservation apparently
are in the hands of Union County officials, who will have to decide whether
to accede to a wish by state officials that
any deer management program using
professional riflemen be preceded first
by what could be a weeks-long effort
by bow-and-arrow hunters.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the township council at its conference meeting on Tuesday evening that
he and Mayor Martin Marks had met
last month with Dan Bernier, the Union
County director of the Division of
Park Planning and Maintenance, and
had been told the Department of Environmental Protection’s Fish and Wildlife Division will not issue a deer control permit to thin the deer herd via a
professional firm using rifles without
first giving bow-and-arrow hunters an
opportunity to reduce the number of
deer in the county-run reservation.
Mr. Atkins said the county has some
concerns about non-professionals
with bows and arrows in the reservation. There also is the question of how
such a method might affect the adjacent county-owned Ashbrook Golf
Course. The county does not want to

have to close the facility if a bowand-arrow effort takes place during
the golf season, he said.
Mayor Marks called the state’s
stance “patently political,” saying officials in Trenton were “kowtowing
to the hunters lobby.”
Early this year, the state declined to
issue a permit allowing Scotch Plains
to reduce the burgeoning deer herd in
the reservation. Earlier this summer,
state and township officials toured
the county-owned reservation to get a
first-hand view of the deer herd.
The herd’s increasing size in recent
years has resulted in a number of car
accidents, as well as resident complaints of deer wandering off the reservation and into neighborhood yards,
where they destroy landscaping and
tip garbage cans.
Mayor Marks lamented having to
deal with two levels of government –
county and state – in trying to implement a deer reduction program, which
the township government has been
pushing for the past several years.
The mayor on Tuesday described the
problem in the Ashbrook Reservation as a “crisis.”
In other business, Mr. Atkins told
the council that bids had been received
for renovations to the township library
on Bartle Avenue, but were still being

reviewed because there were some
legal questions needing to be resolved.
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
said two of the apparent low bids may
not be in compliance with state Public
Contracts Law. If that turns out to be
the case, the township’s options will
be to award the contract to the third
highest bidder or re-bid the project.
Mr. Atkins also told the council that
several municipalities in Union County
are involved in the efforts in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina and that Scotch
Plains emergency personnel may be
called on to fill in for absent colleagues in neighboring towns.
Springfield and Linden are each
taking a truck, with five-man crews,
to the Gulf Coast and two fire department officials from Elizabeth also are
heading to the devastated region.
As a result, Mr. Atkins said, Linden, and more likely Springfield, may
occasionally need volunteers from
other towns to cover some of their
shifts. There also may be additional
mutual aid calls for Scotch Plains fire
and rescue personnel.
Separately, Paul Malool, husband
of Councilwoman Nancy Malool
and employed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, went
to the Gulf Coast to assist in the
agency’s efforts.

New Jersey Emergency Volunteer
Professionals Leave to Gulf States
By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – One thousand, two-men
firefighter teams from across the nation went to the Gulf Coast states
over the weekend to help in the Hurricane Katrina disaster.
New Jersey and Union County
towns including Westfield, Cranford,
Hillside, Union, Springfield,
Plainfield, Linden and Elizabeth have
volunteer professional teams that departed Saturday to parts unknown in

the gulf states. This mobilization has
been underway since Thursday and
the personnel become part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) rescue efforts.
The firefighter teams carry with
them survival gear for living in the
wild while performing their rescue
work; military rations, water filters
and such equipment. The men have
volunteered for a minimum 30-day
period.
Scotch Plains Councilwoman

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW JERSEY RESPONDS...Captain Michael Brennan of the Westfield Fire
Department leaves for parts unknown in the gulf states Saturday with 38 pounds
of survival gear. He and his teammate, firefighter Tom Ryan (not shown) must be
prepared to live in the wild, volunteering for a minimum of 30 days to perform
their rescue duties under FEMA command.

Nancy Malool told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that her husband Paul
who works for FEMA in New York
City was dispatched to the Gulf States
on Saturday.
Union County has coordinated six
firefighters for the federal decontamination deployment. Five volunteers
are from Elizabeth and one is from
Union.
New Jersey Emergency medical
response teams consisting of state
employed physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists and crisis counselors are also being deployed to regular and field hospitals in Baton Rouge.
It is expected that other personnel
will be dispatched on a longer-term
basis as the gulf region transitions in
this unprecedented disaster.
Officials report that the unconditional commitments to this disaster
are also mindful of the regular service obligations of these forces in
their home communities.
Fire Chief Dan Kelly recommended
the Westfield team that includes Captain Michael Brennan and firefighter
Tom Ryan. Firefighters Brennan and
Ryan flew from New Jersey Saturday
afternoon. Chief Kelly told The Times
that the men are chosen based on
many criteria including training, experience, aptitude and the capacity of
their families (if married) to carry on
with minimum hardship during their
absence.
Engineering, crafts and construction companies in the area are also
readying volunteers to depart to the
Gulf Coast states.
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Local Charity Flows
To Katrina Rescue

Garden Proposed At
Fanwood Library

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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special garden is Wednesday, September 21. Councilman Jack
Molenaar noted that the rain garden’s
new home at the library will be helpful in terms of encouraging residents
to create such environmental safeguards in their own backyards.
Joe Pryor, the borough’s engineer,
discussed some glitches that arose as
his team began rebuilding the tennis
courts at Forest Road Park. He explained that as work began on the
courts, the team encountered considerable amounts of clay, which were
soft and wet. The problem with his
team’s finding is that the clay was
difficult to remove.
“We tried to give away the materials but no one wanted it,” Mr. Pryor
stated. The engineer added that, as a
result, the material had to be professionally removed, which cost an extra $25,000. The money came from
previously allocated funds.
In other public works news, officials discussed Pleasant Avenue. According to the council, residents of
this street opposed the installation
of a sidewalk at that location. Mayor
Mahr indicated she wants to walk
Pleasant Avenue and speak to the
residents in order to get a clear
understanding of what they would
like to see built in their neighborhood.
In their role as the Fanwood Rede-
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velopment Agency, the mayor and
council discussed changes that have
been made to the Downtown Redevelopment Plan.
The alterations are related to parking requirement specifications, and
these revisions will be presented to
the planning board prior to its Monday, September 19 meeting.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ling, owners
of Enchantments LLC, will go before
the board at that meeting to present
their plans for a retail, commercial
and residential building at 224 South
Avenue.
The planning board has approved
developer Michael Marcovecchio’s
application to construct a mixed-use
residential and retail development at
222 South Avenue on the corner of
Second Street.
The three-story, 6,500-square-foot
building will include 10 residential
apartments on the second floor, offices on the third floor and retail space
on the ground floor. The building’s
facade and the materials used will
incorporate Fanwood’s Victorian
style.
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis reported that the Marcovecchio family’s
lawyer has indicated that the developers are encountering difficulty securing a utilities permit, but are hoping to meet the Thursday, September
29 deadline despite this setback.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMERS END...Fans of the St. Barts Annual Softball Championship enjoy the
perfect weather last Monday at Brookside Park.

Masked Gunman Holds
Up Scotch Plains 7-11
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The 7-11 in
Scotch Plains on Park Avenue was
the scene of an armed robbery on
Tuesday, August 23 in the early morning hours, according to Sgt. Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Police
Department.
According to Sgt. Donnelly, a
masked man wielding a small handgun demanded cash from the two
employees on duty and then fled on
foot. No injuries were reported and
the amount of cash was undisclosed.
There was no other description of the
gunman because the mask completely
covered his face, Sgt. Donnelly reported.
The police do not have any sus-

pects at this time but are actively
investigating the crime, Sgt. Donnelly
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. When asked if this was similar
to any other recent crimes in the area,
Sgt. Donnelly said it was not, but that
the police department was still investigating and reaching out to other
police departments to determine if
this crime was part of any pattern.
The police are also asking for any
witnesses, who may have seen anything, to come forward.
Sgt. Donnelly said that the two
employees acted appropriately, handing over the money. The police advise
all store employees to not resist during robberies or to try any heroic acts
during robbery attempts, as these two
employees exemplified.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years
email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

people check out the legitimacy of a
charity before donating. The Scotch
Plains Library has a list of legitimate
charity organizations, and patrons can
call the library for this information.
Stanley Stone, Executive Vice
President of the Jewish Federation of
Scotch Plains said that his organization has been coordinating a relief
effort among the many Jewish organizations and synagogues in this area.
They are collecting monetary donations only at this time to disperse to
one of the major relief organizations
in the affected region, he said.
All of the organizations reported
that they were advised to coordinate
their contributions through one of the
larger charity organizations and to
contribute only money at this time
due to the enormous need for funds
and eliminate the chaos that would
ensue if thousands of independent
trucks rolled into the affected area.
Many other local organizations told
The Times that they will be doing
something, but haven’t had a chance
to meet with their boards yet to determine how they will contribute.
Several churches and synagogues,
including First Baptist Church of
Westfield and Temple Sholom of
Fanwood, are in the process of organizing housing and relocation sponsorship, for families who wish to relocate to New Jersey. Temple Sholom
is collecting donations of supplies,
clothing, toiletries and money, which
will be forwarded to one of the major
relief charities.
Hans Winberg, Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce chairman
and owner of Embroidery Baby on
Quimby Street, reported that his
nine-year-old daughter, Michaela
Winberg, and two of her friends,
Rebecca Kiefer and Jenna Helfand,
all fourth graders in Westfield,
raised $200 by selling homemade
brownies, which they baked in front
of his store on Monday.
They donated the money to the
Westfield/Mountainside Red Cross
Chapter for the hurricane victims on
Tuesday.
Over a thousand, two-man fire
fighter teams from across the nation
are on their way to the Gulf states to
help in the relief effort.
New Jersey and Union County, including Westfield, Union, Springfield
and Elizabeth, have volunteer, career
professional teams departing soon or
who are already in transit. This mobilization has been underway since
Thursday.
The firefighter teams carry with
them survival gear for living in the
wild while performing their rescue
work, military rations, water filters
and other such equipment. The men

are volunteers for at least a 30-day
period.
New Jersey emergency medical response teams, consisting of state employed physicians, nurses, respiratory
therapists and crisis counselors, are
also being deployed to regular and
field hospitals in Baton Rouge, La.
It is expected that other personnel
will be dispatched on a longer-term
basis as the Gulf region transitions in
this unprecedented disaster.
Officials report that these agencies
are also mindful of the regular service obligations of these forces in
their home communities.
The American Red Cross is sponsoring a training program for anyone
who would like to join the relief effort
in the Gulf states. Once volunteers
have completed an 18-hour training
course and have been medically
cleared, they will wait to be deployed
to the Gulf Coast. Deployment decisions are being coordinated by the
National Red Cross in conjunction
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Classes were held last weekend
and will be repeated in the future.
Ms. Kaufman reported that 10 residents from Westfield and
Mountainside have volunteered to
take the training for eventual deployment. Various skills and disciplines are needed, she said. For more
information, contact the Red Cross
at 1-800-Help-Now or log on to
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.
Many students attending colleges
and universities in the Gulf Coast
were left to scramble for alternate
housing and schools after it became
apparent that their college campuses
were severely damaged.
Thousands of students from
Tulane University, Xavier College,
Loyola College and New Orleans
University are being offered housing and enrollment at other universities around the country. Many
schools are offering financial aid,
waiving registration fees and in
some cases, waiving tuition for the
displaced students.
Many families across the country
have opened up their homes, offering
free room and board to one or more
hurricane victims until they get back
on their feet.
There are also numerous web sites
where families and friends can search
to locate displaced or missing loved
ones. These sites can be accessed by
inserting “search Katrina victims”
into any Internet search engine. Additional information on the status of
the relief effort, providing assistance
for the hurricane victims and locating
missing people can be found at
www.fema.gov.

Westfield….Magestic Highland Ave Tudor featuring 5 bedroom, 4 ½ Bths. Outstanding architectural features include custom heavy chestnut stairway and doors
outfitted with hand made wrought iron hardware. 2 story entry reception hall w/ upper landing. Spacious LR w/beautiful frplc, banquet size formal dining room, open,
airy garden/,family room with barrel ceiling, and French drs to raised flgstn patio. Renovated Kitchen w/ separate dining area, custom baths, 1st flr Guest Suite w/full
bth, CAC, RRm, in ground Sylvan pool. $1,799,000 WSF 0762

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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You’re invited to a FREE neighborhood

Health & Fitness Fair
hosted by:

Westfield Health & Rehabilitation
Dr. Todd Carnucci
Chiropractic Physician
Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases
2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com

Free Raffle - Great Prizes
Saturday, September 17th 2005
Between 222 and 226 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ
From 11:00am to 4:00pm

SAMPLE GREAT TASTING FOODS THAT ARE FIT FOR LIFE!
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Director Discusses ‘Do Not
Call,’ Fraud, Identity Theft
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

DOING THEIR SHARE…In response to the Hurricane Katrina disaster, Andrew Rivera, Danny Bungerz and Jessica Bungerz set up this lemonade and ice
pop stand in Tamaques Park in Westfield over the Labor Day weekend. They
raised $260, which will be donated to the Red Cross. Others who helped were Matt
Rivera, Morgan Bungerz, Meredith Rivera and Krista Ruschmann.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan’s
Column Needs My Response
By PAT QUATTROCCHI
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

When I first saw Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan’s response to my recent opinions in The Westfield Leader, my first
impulse was to ignore it. However, I
just couldn’t do that. I have encountered some sore losers in my time, but
sore winners? Never until now.
Though we have our differences,
we do share something in common –
namely a commitment to our families. I had noticed that you were MIA
at the last freeholder meeting; certainly, seeing to it that your youngest
was settled at college is a good reason
to be absent.
As for myself not making it to the
budget hearings this spring, I was busy
with family as well. Unfortunately,
my aging parents were seriously ill
simultaneously with my father passing away after a major stroke. I was
busy navigating the county’s tangled
web of services to learn what was
available to assist them. I assumed my
absence would not be an issues since I
didn’t see last year’s Democratic candidates, Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski for more than 10 minutes at
one meeting prior to her appointment
six weeks before Election Day when
she ran on your record as an incumbent; nor Freeholders (Adrian) Mapp
or (Nancy) Ward at any of the many,
many meetings I had attended.
Yes, we both referred to the county
debt service in similar terms; however, I stressed to the readers that

these “mortgages” are putting the residents deeper and deeper into debt. I
find this to be unacceptable, as several of our municipalities have had to
go to the state for extraordinary aid. I
am so glad that you brought up the
Trailside Museum, which was so
sorely neglected by the Democratcontrolled county government for
many years.
It is good to see that this gem is
being addressed, but the use of Open
Space taxes to expand a building is
contrary to the intent of the law and
most importantly, not how the referendum was presented to the voters.
There isn’t a need to explain to me
how things work within county government or where the money goes.
This is something that should be explained to the public. Would it be
difficult when you give a report to say
something such as “I voted yes because...” or “Mr. Jones, I am sure that
the public would like to know...”.
Since you visited the GOP website,
I checked out your party’s to see what
I was missing; in two words, not
much. It is not possible to discern
who the candidates are actually in the
upcoming elections, and the latest
press release is dated March, 2004.
As for a vision for the county, it
seems that the Democrats are all too
busy to bother with anything new. It is
basically the same old thing.
One more thing, when I need help,
I doubt very much that I will be asking you. Thanks, but no thanks.

Editor’s Note: The following is Part
Two of an interview at the offices of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on August 25
with Kimberly Ricketts, Director of
New Jersey Department of Consumer
Affairs. Part One was published last
week. The department is part of the
Office of the Attorney General and
the New Jersey Department of Law
and Public Safety.
Ms. Ricketts provided an update
on issues such as the “Do Not Call
List,” identity theft, and the state’s
Wheelchair Lemon Law.
Ms. Ricketts was appointed as the
department’s 10th director on June
20. She previously served as manager
of intergovernmental affairs in the
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs. Prior to joining state
government in 2002, Ms. Ricketts
was project director for the New Jersey Association of Mental Health
Agencies.
She was also director of occupational services at St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center in Paterson,
and business development manager
at the Charter Behavioral Health System of New Jersey.
The following is a question-andanswer format of the interview:
Leader/Times: How has the “Do
Not Call” registry been doing in New
Jersey? What’s the difference between
New Jersey’s and the federal list?
Ms. Ricketts: The difference between New Jersey’s “Do Not Call”
and the federal is that New Jersey’s is
tougher, stricter. Businesses with existing business relationships cannot
call customers to solicit them. They
can call to see if you are happy with
your current services, with your current contract, with the current product that you have. They are not allowed to try to sell you something.
Telemarketers have to be registered
in New Jersey. Telemarketers also
cannot make calls between 9 p.m. and
8 a.m. There is a federal challenge to
the law right now. We are not looking
to lessen this law. It is a quality of life
law. Since the law was enacted in
May 2004, we have had over 3.2
million New Jersey phone numbers
registered. We are hearing some complaints of telemarketers calling people

Oyster Bay Pinot Noir $17.99
A fine example of New Zealand’s next “hot” grape.
Gentle spice accompanied by smooth sweet
tannins. A palate filled with cherries, plums, and
berries. This gem from the northern tip of the
South Island should be decanted for an hour.

on their cell phones, so we are encouraging people to also call and also
register their cell phone numbers.
Leader/Times: The Consumer Affairs Division has reached a settlement with a health care service firm
for violating the Consumer Fraud Act.
Can you tell us a little about that?
Ms. Ricketts: The company was
O’Grady-Peyton and the company
settled with the Division of Consumer
Affairs. It was an out-of-state company bringing nurses in to provide
services during a strike. And what
they are required to do is comply with
our requirements for the New Jersey
Board of Nursing, and part of that
was to make sure the background
checks were completed and that they
had all of the background information on file and provided to the appropriate entities. It was alleged that they
were signing contracts on the nurses’
behalf, for apartments, rent, the rental
of the furniture, which was not disclosed to the nurses upfront when
they signed their agreement. They
have agreed not to do that anymore.
We are definitely pleased at the settlement and that they have agreed to
follow the rules according to the New
Jersey Board of Nursing as well as
the Consumer Fraud Act.
Leader/Times: How do you think
this settlement is going to help consumers?
Ms. Ricketts: In a post-(Charles)
Cullen (the former nurse charged with
killing dozens of patients in New Jersey and Pennsylvania) era, it is extremely important to make sure that
the criminal background checks and
all the due diligence is done for any
health care professional that is providing health services to our residents.
And also for the nurses that are relying
on this company for placement, this
guarantees that there is proper disclosure and that it is up front.
Leader/Times: What does the Consumer Fraud Act entail?
Ms. Ricketts: Under the Consumer
Fraud Act, we can issue penalties of
up to $10,000. For each subsequent
violation, we can issue fines up to
$20,000. Whether you are a small
business or a big business, depending
on the number of violations, that can
take a chunk out. Also, under New
Jersey’s Consumer Fraud Act, if a
senior is defrauded and we prove they
were defrauded, we can up to treble
damages. Seniors tend to be one of
the most vulnerable populations to
fraud. We have very strict guidelines
under this act for advertising. And
that is one of my biggest pet peeves –
misleading advertising. We have a
team of attorneys and investigators
who continue to monitor, especially
if the settlement involves misleading
or false advertising. We have a process by which we monitor their advertising after they sign that agreement.
Leader/Times: And consumers can
file a complaint?
Ms. Ricketts: Absolutely. Consum-

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PROTECTING CONSUMERS...Kimberly Ricketts, Director of New Jersey
Department of Consumer Affairs, discusses, with The Leader/Times on August 25,
actions her department takes to protect consumers on many fronts .

ers can call us at any point in time and
file a complaint if they think they
have been defrauded. And we would
encourage consumers to call us beforehand before they join a health
club. If they are new to the state and
they are changing doctors, they can
call us to find out about a doctor: Are
they licensed and have they had any
disciplinary actions taken against
them or any complaints filed against
them? People can use us as a resource
before they buy their car, before they
lease their car.
Leader/Times: Are there any other
areas that your division is working on
that you would like to address?
Ms. Ricketts: Identity theft. Last
year, the Federal Trade Commission
reported that consumers lost as a result of identity theft $5 billion. There
are all sorts of ways that people can
steal your personal identification information. We are working to educate the consumer on how to protect
themselves from the low-tech identity thief, which is someone who goes
through garbage. We encourage consumers to buy a shredder and shred
anything that you are throwing out. If
you are getting a credit card offer in
the mail, shred it. If you are throwing
out old bills, shred it.
Leader/Times: What is the process
once someone feels their identity has
been stolen?
Ms. Ricketts: They should immediately call the police and file a report.
Second, they should contact all three
credit-reporting agencies and put a
temporary freeze or fraud alert on
their account. You should call any of
your credit card companies if it is a
credit card number you think has been
stolen. One thing that is on the rise is
individuals who steal the identity of
people who have died. Some of the
tips we give folks are to limit the
information you put in an obituary,
because there are literally individuals
who are out there that surf the obituaries. Anything that is identifying to
where they lived, worked or spent
most of their time. You can share that
information but in very general terms.
We also advise family members to
notify the three major credit reporting agencies, banks, creditors and
Social Security.

Leader/Times: We have noticed that
banks are using a few digits of Social
Security numbers on accounts (rather
than the entire number). Is this a law
now?
Ms. Ricketts: There is a piece of
legislation that is waiting the
governor’s signature, which we fully
anticipate he will be signing, called
the Identity Theft Protection Act. One
of the things this act does is prohibit
the use of Social Security numbers
for any type of identification. So no
longer will you be required to use
your Social Security number to identify an account or your health insurance. It will also require companies
to alert their customers if there has
been a security breach involving account or personal identification information. Once you no longer do
business with them, it will require
them to purge their systems so that
they no longer have your account
information or your personal identification information.
Leader/Times: Does your division
handle e-mail spam cases?
Ms. Ricketts: We don’t have a “do
not e-mail” law yet. There is a “Do
Not Fax” law under the Federal Trade
Commission. We do have an Internet
unit that investigates Internet fraud.
Right now, what we are looking into
are complaints, via e-mail, of people
looking for your personal account
information. Unless you initiate it,
don’t give them the information.
Leader/Times: What is your vision
for the division?
Ms. Ricketts: I think that the Division of Consumer Affairs has been
the best-kept secret in state government. One of my main goals is to
increase the visibility of the department through media venues, through
our speakers’ bureau, and we have an
elder services unit. We have been
focusing on seniors and taking out
speakers and investigators to seniors
groups. We have a Motorized Wheelchair and Power Scooter Lemon Law
for individuals who have to use those.
Also, we are stepping up what we are
doing with young adults. We have the
Consumer Bowl, which we do every
year. We are also increasing our outreach into high schools and colleges
to provide general education.

Domaine Vocoret Chablis $19.99

Fourth generation estate bottled Chablis, which
shows the brilliant ripe fruit that Chardonnay
produced. Lovely tones of apple, pear and mineral.
Great with chicken or shellfish. Give it 20 minutes
of air. Should age well for five or more years.

Saint Clair Rose $10.99
An inventive New Zealand dry blend of Pinot Noir,
Merlot, and Riesling. Flavors of watermelon,
strawberry, cherry, licorice, sage, and pepper. Try
with a burger with Cajun spices. Make your
friends guess the grapes.

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99
$33.99
$25.99
$26.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$13.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$13.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

A
9-11
Tribute

$29.99
$51.99
$55.99
$30.99
$16.99

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 9/16/05

Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$23.99
$14.99

With
Honor and Respect
For those
Who have allowed us to……

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99
$18.99
$18.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

“Go confidently
In the direction of your dreams
Live the Life
You have imagined”….

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$13.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$9.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Henry David Thoreau

To the men and women
of the
Westfield Police, Fire and Emergency Services
who keep us safe and secure.

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL!

%
10OFF

Seven grapes (Syrah, Barbera, Zinfandel, Carignane, Pinot Noir,
Mourvedre and Grenache) for seven stars that give the constellation
and the wine its name. Complex earthy tones accompanied by hints of
black and red fruit. A wine and the winery that deserve more
attention than they get. Absolutely brilliant. Roast beef and an hour
decant. Robert Parker 90 Pts.

Your Favorite Whiskey

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$10.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
$8.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay
$10.99

Sean Thackrey Pleiades XIII Old Vines
$29.99

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$17.99
$17.99
$14.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

WESTFIELD

Fine Art
Needs no definition….You’ll know it when you see it!

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

GALLERIES

Bring in this Tribute & 10% of purchase price will go to the Red Cross Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund
September 2005 Purchases Only
270

East Broad Street • Westfield NJ

07090

Tel•908•232•5833
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Westfield Campaign Release

Candidate 4th Ward Council

How many times has a builder come
into Westfield, recklessly developed
in one of our neighborhoods, removed
healthy trees, and left nothing behind
but the sawdust and a McMansion?
As a member of the Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission since January 2004, I have conducted physical
inspections all over Westfield of landscapes like the one pictured. In every
Westfield neighborhood, scenes similar to this are far too common.
In addition to beautifying our neighborhoods and adding visual interest,
trees filter pollutants from the air,
absorb water that helps prevent flooding and soil erosion and provide shade,
privacy and tranquility.
The value of healthy vibrant trees
to a neighborhood is echoed by
Westfield schoolchildren. I planted a
red oak at the McKinley Elementary
School this past Arbor Day with enthusiastic children from the Early Act
program, and their appreciation for
trees should not be lost on Town Hall.
The indiscriminate and uncontrolled destruction of trees is unacceptable, and I propose a specific
common-sense solution to stem the
tide of trees lost as a result of careless
building on undeveloped lots and
teardowns. The municipal code
should be changed. The Tree Preservation Ordinance is far too limited
and needs to be given teeth. If a developer comes into Westfield and violates town law, or is reckless during
construction, he or she should have to
pay a significant fine.
The Tree Preservation Ordinance is
deficient in several respects. For example, the town code only permits a
maximum monetary penalty of $500
for each unauthorized tree removal;
whereas, neighboring towns’ ordinances impose penalties of up to $1000.

If a developer wants to remove 10
large trees in order to transform a
beautiful thickly-wooded property
into a bald platform for an oversized
McMansion, will a $5,000 penalty
serve as a meaningful disincentive?
Of course not, especially for a new 6bedroom house that is likely to sell
for well into seven figures.
The municipal ordinance should also
be revised to protect trees from being
damaged by heavy machinery during
construction. Presently, builders are
not required to place barriers protecting tree roots from cranes, backhoes
or large piles of dirt. This simple step
would prevent an otherwise healthy
tree from dying a few years later, or
decaying to a point where limbs and
branches fall unexpectedly.
Walking throughout the Fourth
Ward, I have spoken to many citizens
about the need to preserve Westfield’s
unmatched beauty. The residents fail
to understand why properties cannot
be developed responsibly without
healthy trees being compromised,
nuisances to the neighbors being minimized, and the community’s character being preserved. However, residents want creative solutions that will
not hit them squarely in the wallet.
I intend to bring to the town council
a genuine interest in the continued
vitality of one of Westfield’s precious
natural assets. With little effort and
no cost, we can preserve our healthy,
mature trees. The first steps are broadening the TPC’s jurisdiction and revising the municipal code to include
stiffer fines for reckless development.
Voters in the Fourth Ward and elsewhere are urged to discuss with me
their shared interest in responsible
development, beautifying the town,
and other issues or concerns by phone
(908) 232-6606 or email at:
Bigo_For_Council@Comcast.net.

TREES NEED PROTECTION...Westfield candidate for 4th Ward Council Tom
Bigosinski believes ordinances need to be strengthened to protect trees during
development such as shown above.

Schering-Plough to Provide
Donations for Relief Effort
KENILWORTH — ScheringPlough Corporation, last week, announced that it would make a
$500,000 cash contribution and provide $2 million (wholesale value) in
medicines and other products in support of the massive relief effort under
way to help victims of Hurricane
Katrina.
In response to a request from the
American Red Cross, the company
has already contributed 100,000 units
of Coppertone sunscreen.
In addition, Schering-Plough is
putting in place a special employeematching gifts program for employ-

Girl Scout to Conduct
Fitness Day For Kids
WESTFIELD – Ilene Goodman, a
Girl Scout from Westfield High
School, will present a fitness and
nutrition day for children eight to 11
years old entitled “Be A Better You”
as her Gold Project.
This free event will take place on
Sunday, September 18, from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Roosevelt Intermediate School Track & Field and the
Westfield Area “Y.”
Participants at this Girl Scout and
Westfield Area “Y” sponsored event
will learn how to live healthier with
field games and preparing a nutritious snack. A nutritionist and fitness
expert will be on hand to offer information. Attendees also will leave with
a prize.
This project is part of Ilene’s requirements for attaining the Gold
Award – the highest award offered in
Girl Scouting. It is necessary for interested individuals to respond in
advance. They may do so by calling
Ilene or Susan at (908) 233-6991.

ees to contribute to the relief effort.
The company will match employee
contributions on a dollar-for-dollar
basis. Colleagues will be able to
select from a number of charitable
organizations to receive their donations.
“We are all deeply saddened by the
loss of life and massive destruction
caused by Hurricane Katrina,” said
Fred Hassan, Schering-Plough Chairman and Chief Executive Officer.
“Schering-Plough is proud to be able
to contribute to the relief efforts to
assist victims of this disaster, which
now appears to be among the worst
natural catastrophes in the nation’s
history.”

GW Mayor McCarthy
Holds Saturday Hours
GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday hours from
10 to 11 a.m. on Saturday, September
10 at the Garwood Municipal Building at 403 South Avenue.
Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or
just to say hello and meet the mayor.
For more information, please call
(908) 789-0710.

County to Remember
POW/MIA on Sept. 16
ELIZABETH — All veterans and
residents of Union County are invited
to attend and participate in the annual
POW/MIA Remembrance Day Ceremony on Friday, September 16 on
the front steps of the Union County
Courthouse on Broad Street in Elizabeth. The ceremony will begin at
11:15 a.m.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

908-232-8977
Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE
Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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The WF Optimist Club
Begins a New Season

Penalties Are Required
For Violating Tree Ordinance
By TOM BIGOSINSKI

Thursday, September 8, 2005

INTERNS…Ed Kramkowski of Westfield receives recognition at an awards
luncheon along with the other interns that served the 21st Legislative District
during the summer. Pictured, left to right, are: Assemblyman Eric Munoz, Ed
Kramkowski, Senator Tom Kean, Jr., and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.

Summer Interns Praised
For Service to 21st District
WESTFIELD — Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Eric Munoz
and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R21) recently honored interns who volunteered in their Westfield and Summit offices this year during a luncheon at Ferraro’s Restaurant in
Westfield. All participants received a
citation signed by the legislators acknowledging their hard work and
dedication.
“Each and every year we are fortunate to have a number of well informed and highly motivated students
volunteer their time to work in our
busy legislative offices,” said Sen.
Kean. “Their eagerness, enthusiasm,
and familiarity with various issues
facing our state are a direct reflection
of the high quality education students
are receiving in our schools.”
The internship program is intended
to help students gain a better understanding of the legislative process
while cultivating their interest in governmental service. “We make every
effort to tailor the internship experience to the student’s interests in conjunction with the needs of our district
offices. Hopefully, by interning in
our office, a student gains a better
understanding and appreciation for
the relationship between legislator
and constituent,” said Asm. Munoz.
Asm. Bramnick said that they were
an exceptional group of students that
were more than willing to undertake
any assignment given to them. “Not
only were they eager to take on the
responsibility, they were more than
capable of doing the work. I was very
impressed with their positive attitudes
and professional demeanor,” he said.
Mihal Gross of Livingston, who
will be a sophomore this fall at
Brandeis University, said, “As an introduction to government, I gained
both knowledge and experience in
the legislative process and believe
that it was a very worthwhile experience. I am grateful for the opportunity that was given to me and I encourage anyone interested in government to apply for an internship.”
To learn more about internship opportunities please contact the
Westfield office at (908) 232-3673 or
the Summit office at (908) 918-0414.
The interns for the past year were:
Short Hills: Lisa Adler, Margaret
Chapman, Anne Feely and Amanda
Greenbaum.
Westfield: Garrett Cockren, Katelin
Conroy, Kevin Devaney, Allie Fleder,
Ryan Gundrum, Ed Kramkowski,
Michelle Kuppersmith, Jim McCabe,
James Morton, Dina Regab, Hope
Skibitsky and Satya Tagat.

Lucia Ponte of Summit; Mike Driscoll
of Madison; Chris Dugan of Cranford;
Mihal Gross of Livingston; Jeff Jablons
of Watchung; Chad Kass of Edison;
Shane Krieger ofWarren; Shannon Leary
and Justin Samolowitz of Roselle Park;
Mike Scherer of Berkeley Heights; Kate
Walsh of New Providence.

WESTFIELD — As the Optimist
Club of Westfield begins its 17th
year this month, it draws on a national tradition of service to youth.
Optimist clubs have been serving
their communities, particularly
young people, for over 90 years.
Since the Westfield chapter was
formed in 1989, the men and women
who are its members have supported
community needs in a variety of
ways:
They have helped bring to life 16
Project Graduation “Bashes” — safe,
alcohol-free, all-night graduation
parties for Westfield High School
seniors.
They assemble and distribute holiday food baskets for the neediest
citizens. Last year alone, with the
help of local businesses like Kings
of Garwood, Lancaster’s, Vance Florists and Brummer’s Chocolates, the
organization created holiday cheer
for 88 Westfield families with baskets.
By supporting Westfield High
School’s 9th grade transition community service project, over 1,000

unused coats were put to good use
rather than discarded.
Junior Optimists have been part of
the “fright” crew at the Recreation
Commission’s annual Haunted
House and part of the “smile” crew
at the Sunrise Assisted Care facility.
This past season, the Optimist Club
honored two outstanding teachers,
Liz Sheuerer of Roosevelt Intermediate School and Kathy Zippler of
Edison Intermediate, with the Optimist Intermediate School Teacher
award.
Optimists recognized volunteers
in the community with the 2005
Youth Volunteer (Gregory Ryan, Jr.)
and Friend of Youth (Jack Martin
and Rich Hughes) awards.
Members of the community are
invited join the Optimist Club and
meet other community-minded
people at the next meeting, 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, September 14, at
Ferraro’s, as the organization begins
a new season of civic activities. Visit
www.westfieldnj.com/optimist for
more information on how to become
an Optimist.
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Critical Information Needs to
Come From the Professionals
If Hurricane Katrina taught America anything, it is
that communication is critical in emergencies, and
that it must come from the professionals. In an effort
to answer questions we have been receiving on
where to donate items (medical supplies, bottled
water, etc.) and how to arrange transportation for
these goods to be sent the Gulf Coast victims, we
often were referred to press officers or websites.
There’s very little real substance that comes from
these official channels during a time of crisis. The
information is often sanitized, inexact, out-of-date
or of little real use.
When we’re able to get through to department
heads and professionals on the firing line, meaningful information flows. As example, Westfield Fire
Chief Dan Kelly was able to provide insight. Union
County Division of Environmental Health and Emergency Management Director Ben Laganga was very
busy but able to relay important information through
his sources during the rapidly changing situation.
On the surface, it may not seem like it’s that
important to have a few moments of contact with
those professionals directly involved in the work.
But for the public, and to us, the contact provides
insight and reassurance that the information is valid
and things are happening. Our leaders need to have
this frank interaction with the professionals as well.
In the past, it was easier to reach professionals and
department heads to obtain candid information. But
due to policy changes, such as, at the county, reaching a department head these days is rare. It seems that
department heads are ordered not to talk to the press,
but refer all inquiries to the public information
office. This seems to be a more common practice of
government and industry these days.
Over the summer, we put together a story on road
projects. We contacted Director of Engineering and
Public Works Frank Dann, a highly qualified profes-

sional who had talked to us in the past. He referred
us to the public information office, which sent us a
press release we had already reported on.
It is important that department directors be permitted to speak to the press to ensure that the most
factual information is reported. County spokespersons cannot know everything and sometimes simply
cannot provide a complete answer to basic questions.
Municipal officials do not have spokespersons and
do talk to our reporters. Most often, town administrators will talk to us. The value of this is immense.
We hope that the County of Union will change its
policy and have department heads speak directly to
the press in the future. Union County has many
experienced directors who are well versed on county
business — whether it is roads, parks, finance,
budget issues or emergency management.
We invite department heads to submit columns
regarding important issues our readers need to know
about. We hope they will be permitted to do this.
There are good examples of how this does work.
Recently, Kimberly Ricketts, New Jersey Director
of Consumer Affairs took the time to interview with
us directly. Her comments are reported in this edition, as well as part one last week. She consented to
have the interview video-taped and we will post the
45-minute discussion on the Internet this week. We
offer the video to the local TV stations for airing.
We are ready and willing to work with state,
county and municipal officials, whether it is important everyday business, or during critical times of
local and national emergencies to ensure that vital
information reaches the communities we serve.
Direct interactions from professionals need to
flow vertically, also – to our leaders who must make
critical decisions based on the best available information.

It’s Our Turn To Reciprocate;
Help Hurricane Katrina Victims
In all likelihood, many from this area are making
cash donations to help those desperate and suffering
from the tragedy of hurricane Katrina in New Orleans and the neighboring Gulf Coast. The scope of
the anguish is mind-boggling.
We cannot hope more for relief to be achieved
soon, and for the misery to lessen. The National
Guard, Coast Guard, police, firemen and thousands
of volunteers deserve praise for their exhausting,
difficult labors to save lives and end this plight for
hundreds of thousands.
In three days from this publication date, it will be
September 11. Four years ago, our area suffered
anguish and the nation, the world, came to our aid
and comfort. Now it’s our turn to reciprocate.
In the midst of this disaster, for which we locally
were untouched, it is heartwarming to see our children take action in their compassion to help in the
best way they know – such as raising donations with
brownies and lemonade stands. They remind us of
the good in the human spirit. It’s frustrating for many
who wish to donate material goods. At this time,
transportation and distribution resources are very

The Challenges As Home
Demolition Trend Accelerates

TIMES

scarce. There will be considerable need for material
goods later.
As citizens generously open their hearts and wallets to save and console fellow Americans from this
misery, we urge the government to hurl a lightning
bolt at those who gouge, defraud and exploit.
We strongly disagree with those spreading racial
hatred to enhance their personal and political positions. It is time to put aside selfish pettiness. New
Jersey – stand up and show what we’re made of.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the IRS are publishing lists of approved
and legitimate agencies for donations. Check their
lists to be sure fraudulent solicitors don’t dupe you
— stealing from those who are so very distressed.
FEMA can be reached on the Internet at
www.fema.gov. Look for the Volunteer or Make a
Donation link.
The IRS is on the Internet at www.irs.com. “Some
organizations, such as churches and governments,
may be qualified even though they are not listed.”
More information can be found on the main government website on the Internet – www.firstgov.gov.

By Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman Ward 1
The Westfield Leader has been following the progress of a project on
Sylvania Place in Westfield and I would
like to take this opportunity to add
some additional information and to also
discuss the tear down trend.
Having heard concerns from Sylvania
Place residents in e-mails to the town
council, Mayor Andy Skibitsky and I
organized a meeting near the building
site on Sunday, August 28. Over a dozen
homeowners attended and the sequence
of events they described gave us cause
for concern too.
A new builder in town owns the property in question, and the project began
as a second and third floor renovation
of a classic ‘Arts and Crafts’ period
bungalow. When the walls and floors
were opened, ‘balloon construction’ was
revealed (an extended infrastructure that
made the planned renovation technically impossible).
Under these circumstances, the owner
decided to demolish the home and build
something new (one can argue that,
given the age and style of the house,
balloon construction could have been
anticipated at the outset).
The builder contacted the town’s
building official with a demolition request. Our building official properly
used his discretion to grant this request
without council approval because the
project was at a point where there were
imminent safety hazards in a delay.
Had the request been submitted to the
town council, it is important for you to
know that under state law, our municipality has practically no ability to deny
a demolition permit. The laws of private property (absent a historical designation) give the homeowner almost an
inalienable right to tear down his or her
own home.
The purpose of a demolition permit
and council approval is to ensure that
prior safety measures (such as the disconnection of all utilities) are inspected
and complied with. Our building official insured they were.
Upon demolition, the Sylvania Place
residents were concerned by the sudden change and saddened by the loss of
yet another vintage home — a trend
disturbing to many of us in Westfield
who believe it is threatening two of the
basic fabrics of our town — architectural diversity and historic preservation.
After the demolition, the builder proceeded to frame out the new house with
new timber, though he had not yet filed
a revised building plan with the town.
The neighbors alerted the town’s zoning officer who issued a Violation Notice. The zoning officer told the owner
that he must submit a revised plan showing that the proposed construction was
in compliance with our zoning laws; or
if it was nonconforming, he must appear before the Board of Adjustment to
seek permission for the variances
needed. The builder was advised to
proceed only on those portions of the
job that would be conforming because
all of the work he did in the interim
would be “at his own risk.”
The next event was the most perplexing in the sequence. Apparently, the
builder placed a tarp over the newly
framed house and work continued away
from public (neighbors’) view. When
the tarp was removed a few days later,
many of the new timber used and previously seen in the new framing had now
been replaced with old (original) timbers, and old timbers were being used
for additional framing.
Why, the residents asked, would a
builder put up new timbers then remove
them and replace the with old timbers?
These were interior wall studs. What
architectural or structural importance
would be served by using old rather
than new timber?
The mystery remains, but perhaps
the builder stumbled upon the fact that
when he demolished the home, he also
demolished (forfeited), under our building codes, all of its many preexisting or
grandfathered variances. Consequently,

Letters to the Editor
County Watchdog Lashes Out At
Freeholder Sullivan Column
Listed under a heading ‘Union County
News,’ Freeholder Daniel Sullivan
speaks of the GOP’s website as tired
and the same old website with the same
old candidates with a total lack of vision for Union County. He goes on to
arrogantly ask GOP Freeholder candidate Patricia Quattrocchi “maybe your
next campaign release can explain why
the GOP hasn’t won a countywide election since 1994".
I’d like to direct Freeholder Sullivan to
another website for the answer
www.unioncountywatchdog.org This site
will give several explanations as to why
no one has been successful at beating the
Democrats in a county-wide election since
1994. It will tell him how the all-Democrat Freeholder board used over $350,000
in tax dollars a year in both 2003 and 2004
in the weeks leading up to the elections on
commercials and mailers featuring the
incumbent freeholders.
It will tell him of the $72,000 yearly
no-bid contract with Message and Media
for media consulting services, which the
county has no documentation to show the
public what they do for this money. It will
also tell him that the Democrats also have
a contract with this same firm to handle
their freeholder campaigns and the result
is that a constituent would be hard-pressed
to tell a campaign mailer from a government mailer.
It will also tell him how the county’s
Office of Public Information, whose employees I have personally seen on the
campaign trail the past two years, won’t
tell what their budget is or even give an
accurate accounting as to the days off that
these employees took in 2003 and 2004.
This is the department that churns out

supersearch
Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the
newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information
and exciting extras! Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com
or call us at (908) 232-4407
Visit our website at www.goleader.com

the builder could not rebuild the house
even as it was without board re-approval for the prior nonconformities.
Some speculated that the use of old
timber might have been an ill-conceived
attempt to reclaim “un-demolished”
status and avoid needed board approval
in restoring the old variances.
The day after our meeting on Sylvania
Place, Mayor Skibitsky, Councilman
Peter Echausse and I discussed the issues and our own concerns with DPW
head Ken Marsh and Town Administrator Jim Gildea.
Conversations were had subsequently
with our building and zoning officials.
The decision was made to order the
jobsite secured and closed given the
fact that non-conforming work had been
done (rebuilding a previously existing
wall that had lost its variance once the
demolition occurred). The builder cannot resume work until he submits a
revised plan that is conforming or a
revised plan with variances that have
obtained the approval of the Westfield
Board of Adjustment, which will probably take weeks.
Thankfully, the efforts of concerned
neighbors helped to call the attention of
our Building Department and town
council to a situation where it was
needed.
As the demolition trend accelerates,
the rate-of-loss of vintage homes is
impacting more than the architectural
diversity and charm of our community;
it will change our economic and social
diversity as well. More and more potential “starter homes” are going to builders who often replace them with highpriced ‘McMansions’ and, if left unabated, over time, young families or
families of modest incomes will find it
difficult to settle in Westfield.
Many of the new homes are often
much larger than the ones they are replacing and they bring with them their
own set of negative impacts too by
changing the character and continuity
of blocks and neighborhoods — dwarfing some of the adjoining properties
and yards, and accommodating aboveaverage-sized families that add additional stresses to our stretched education and infrastructure capacities.
In the coming weeks (and after a year
of study), the town council will be introducing, for discussion, proposals that
seek to lower the maximum height and
sizes of new homes relative to the size
of their building lots. We will also focus
on growing safety and quality of life
issues, such as: unfenced demolition
sites; incessant construction noise; and
front lawn Port-a-Johns and open front
lawn dumpsters (where alternative sites
exist).
The rights of private property development should also attach obligations
to be a good neighbor. During construction, a broader exchange of courtesies
between the homeowner, contractor and
neighbors will help us all get through
this period of boom.
Older homes cannot be saved without the help of sellers who must be
encouraged to test their property’s value
in the open public market. If you are a
senior citizen or other homeowner with
a home or property in disrepair, please
do not succumb to fears or doubts that
your home is not desirable as is, or that
a home inspection will be an automatic
deal-breaker, or that your home is of
maximum value only to an owner or
builder intent on demolishing it.
Whether you have lived one year or
fifty years in our midst, a family’s home
often becomes a family’s legacy in the
Town of Westfield. Please give a new
family the opportunity to own, restore or
improve yours, and give your friends,
neighbors and community the opportunity to continue to enjoy its presence. By
testing the public market for the best bid,
a seller gives his or her home the opportunity to survive and prosper. It is a great
gift indeed to a community that urgently
needs your help to preserve its classic
and diverse architectural character.
Please help us to endure.

press releases featuring campaigning freeholders ‘ad nausea’ and this website will
tell him the exact numbers of these press
releases per freeholder.
Freeholder Sullivan, always the one to
be nastily attacking anyone who dares to
challenge his ‘team’ by participating in
the democratic process, or whatever is
left of that in Union County, brings up
that no GOP candidates ever attended
budget hearings. He doesn’t mention that
there is no input allowed from the public
at these hearings. Also, it is true at freeholder meetings that the public would not
be able to have questions answered.
I attended several freeholder meetings
last year and I never saw the freeholders
who where appointed at various times for
various reasons: John Wohlrab, Bette Jane
Kowalski, Adrian Mapp or Nancy Ward,
at any of the meetings.
My husband also ran for office the year
before and I can’t say I ever knew who
these people where or what their visions
were for Union County before they were
appointed to their seats by the Union
County Democratic Committee.
Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Assoc., Inc.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Jadish – Tired, mean or worn out
2. Posnet – A little basin or saucepan
3. Pathetist – A hypnotist
4. Peba – A small armadillo found from
Texas to South America
SAKEEN
1. A nectarine
2. A grain plant of Abyssinia from
which flour is made
3. A wild goat of the Himalayas
4. Discolored or blackened
TENTATION
1. Experimental adjustment
2. The shattering effect of a sudden
burst of energy, as in an explosion
3. Spontaneous subdivision
4. Temporary loss of memory
TEMULENTIVE
1. Somewhat intoxicated
2. Distressing; perplexing
3. Stern; grim
4. Tenative; timid
MIFF
1. To take offense or quarrel
2. Utter dismay; astonishment
3. To beat or slap
4. To ignore or overlook

Letters to
the Editor
FMBA Looks For
Contract Settlement
The Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent Association (FMBA) Local No.
30 and the Town of Westfield are awaiting the decision from an arbitrator regarding the settlement of our 2005 contract.
As president of the Westfield FMBA, I
am hopeful that an amicable outcome will
be achieved. I would like to thank the
Town of Westfield for acknowledging
our needs and concerns.
Firefighter Robert Tarantino
President,
Westfield FMBA

Why Is Jefferson School
Treated Differently?
Editor’s Note: Copies of this letter were
sent to Superintendent of Schools Dr
William Foley, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
the Westfield Board of Education,
Jefferson PTA, and Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca.
*****
I write to inform Westfield taxpayers
and the parents of Westfield students of a
situation that belies the good reputation
of our school system. The stated policy of
the school system is “1) The Class Size
Range should be between 18 and 25. 2)
The lower range should be in the primary
grades and the higher range should be in
the upper grades” (quoted from Superintendent Foley’s website).
As of August 30, Jefferson, Tamaques,
and Wilson are projected to have essentially identical numbers of kindergarten
students (69 to 71); however, both
Tamaques and Wilson have been assigned
four classes but Jefferson has three. Consequently, all three Jefferson classes have
23 students. Only a couple of highergrade classes have 23 students. Why are
children in the three different schools not
treated equally?
Expecting one teacher to deliver a quality education to 23 five-year-olds is ludicrous and is against the stated policy.
Parents objected to this situation to Superintendent Foley and the school board
in writing and at the August 24 meeting to
no avail.
Dr. Foley offered to allow parents the
option of sending their children to
Tamaques or McKinley for kindergarten
providing that the class size does not
exceed 19 students in these schools, but
will not allow them the option of continuing on in that school. This option is discriminatory and clearly undesirable for
many reasons.
Dr. Foley agreed that Jefferson has a
room and a willing teacher for another
session, and said that this class would cost
$35,000 and that the money is in the
budget. Although Dr. Foley and the school
board admitted that the size of the classes
is a problem, they rejected this option.
In the school board meeting, it was
maddening to hear the administration enthusiastically describe the beautiful new
high school enhancements, such as the
new synthetic turf field and running track.
These non-academic expenditures will
be paid for by the $1,381,839 bond that
Dr. Foley and the board asked for and
received last year.
So why, in a school system with a
budget of $70 million and the taste for
fancy athletic facilities, are Jefferson’s
kindergarteners and teachers asked to
endure such large classes? Because, to
quote Dr. Foley, the school budget was
rejected “due to the apathy and foolishness of parents.”
Indeed, the attitude of the entire board
appeared to be that parents are getting
“what they deserve” for turning down the
school budget. Note that the school board
chose to request the $1.3 million bond
immediately prior to a request for a 5.12
percent increase in the school levy.
Denying 69 kindergarteners an adequate education to punish parents for the
town’s democratic decision to turn down
a significant increase in the school budget
is outrageous. Dr. Foley and the board
should be ashamed.
People of Westfield, it is patently unfair to these children when the school
system’s written policy is to have small
classes in the early grades. Please contact
Dr. Foley at (908) 789-4420 or
wfoley@westfieldnjk12.com to urge him
to rectify this situation.
Melissa Rogers
Westfield

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, September 8, 2005

Page 5

United Way to Kick Off
Campaign This Saturday

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WANTING TO HELP...The Harrington family of Westfield pause for a moment
during their walk around downtown on Saturday passing out fliers to solicit help
for providing relief to those in the gulf states devastated by hurricane Katrina.
Pictured above, from left to right, are Ben Cook; and Don, Ryan, Kelly and
Brendan Harrington.

Changes In Election Law
To Be Scene at Polling Places
COUNTY – Due to changes in state
law, voters will see a number of changes
in upcoming elections, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced.
“We have many changes which will
affect future elections, some of which
will be initiated this year,” Ms. Rajoppi
said. “These changes are mandated by
state law. They will be implemented in
part by the Office of the County Clerk,
which shares election functions with
the County Board of Elections.”
Under the “No Excuses Absentee
Ballot Law,” beginning this November’s
General Election, a voter no longer needs
a reason to vote by absentee ballot for
any election. Any voter may request an
absentee ballot application be sent to
him or her automatically for all future
general elections, until the voter notifies the County Clerk to stop sending
the applications.
The new Absentee Ballot Application is available on the County Clerk’s
website at www.ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
election.html.
The new law also forbids candidates
in that election from providing any assistance whatsoever in the handling of
absentee ballots. Candidates cannot assist in the completion of an absentee
ballot application or act as an authorized messenger or bearer for any absentee ballot. Previously, candidates
were only barred from assisting with or
handling the ballot itself.
Also this year, the statutory deadline
for applying for a court-ordered recount
is 15 days after any election.
Beginning January 1, 2006, the deadline for registering to vote in a particular
election is 21 days before the election.
Any voter who registers after the 29th day
before any election may not receive a
sample ballot; however, the County Board
of Elections must still mail the voter a
notice of his or her polling location and
where to receive a sample ballot.
Also beginning January 1, 2006, a
single statewide voter-registration system will be the official repository for all
voter-registration records. It will replace all County-based voter-registration systems and be under the control of
the State Attorney General.
By January 1, 2008, every voting
machine in the state must have a voterverifiable paper trail attachment that
will allow voters to verify their choices
by way of a printed document before
casting their votes. For purposes of a
recount, the paper trail documents will

constitute the official results of the election. The New Jersey Attorney General
has the authority to waive the deadline if
it is determined the technology is not
commercially available.
Beginning with the 2008 Presidential
election, the state will hold a Presidential Primary Election on the last Tuesday in February. This election will be
limited to the selection of the delegates
and alternate delegates for the two national conventions and the choice for
President.
The regular June Primary for federal,
state, county and local offices will also be
held at the regular date of the first Tuesday after the first Monday of the month.

Westfield Residents
Commend Fire Dept.
Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Fire Chief Daniel Kelly and
copied to The Westfield Leader
*****
I would like to extend my utmost appreciation for the quick response from the
Westfield Fire Department that involved
a fire located at 645 Cumberland Street in
which I live next door to.
The response time of your men, coupled
with the professional performance of all involved, especially Kenneth Dannevig (Deputy
Chief) made my wife and children feel safe. I
was truly impressed with how caring they all
were for the safety of everyone.
Please extend my most grateful gratitude to all involved.
Mr. & Mrs. Cuccaro
Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Board of Trustees of the Westfield United Way, formerly the United Fund of Westfield,
has announced it will officially launch
its 2005-2006 fund-raising campaign
with a reception at the home of Jane
and Lou Francz this Saturday, September 10. The goal of this year’s campaign is $700,000.
Tom Cusimano will again serve as
campaign chairman, having chaired
last year’s successful effort. He has
been active as a volunteer in the
Westfield community for decades.
“Great campaigns result from the
hard work of many people,” said Mr.
Cusimano. “This year’s campaign cabinet includes Jim Pinkin, Matt
Forstenhusler, Rick Coltrera, Wendy
Cozzi Dr. Seymour Koslowsky, Dr.
John Tabachnick, David Foltz, former
State Senator Rich Bagger, Scott
Cassie, Susan Schwarz, Dr. William
Foley and Linda Maggio.”
“We live in an age of philanthropy

that requires measurable results,” noted
Mrs. Maggio, Executive Director of
the Westfield United Way. “We are
grateful that donors recognize that their
money is well spent with us.”
Agencies that depend on allocations
from the United Way of Westfield include the American Red Cross, the
Cerebral Palsy League, CONTACT We
Care, the Jewish Community Center
and Mobile Meals of Westfield, among
others.
“From the smallest donor to the largest, everyone who gives plays an important part in improving someone’s
life,” said Carolyn Fleder, President of
the Westfield United Way. “We look
forward to the continued generosity of
Westfielders in the support of our member agencies.”
The Westfield United Way is a
non-profit organization that has, since
1937, worked to enrich the lives of
people from young children through
senior citizens in the community.

Letters to the Editor
It Would be Great for Westfield to Take
A Strong Stand in Support of Victims
The idea to raise supplies to those poor
people from New Orleans was from my
son Ryan Harrington. He has seen me
work on a charitable organization that I
formed with two other friends after September 11 in memory of a dear friend who
perished. (That foundation is education
in nature and grants scholarships).
Ryan thought it would be “cool” to do
something for those who have less than us
(in the sense of the Westfield “us”). Ideally,
we want to collect donations until next
Sunday and either agree to pick them up or
have them delivered to our house at 538
Lenox Avenue. Once we finish the collection, I will contact the Somerville Armory
and discuss the collection and shipment of
the material via McGuire Air Force Base.
We hope this letter raises some attention. And it would be great for Westfield to
take a strong stand in the wake of this
tragedy because we, like a number of other
New Jersey towns, suffered greatly during
the last tragedy on September 11, 2001.
Our flier being passed out is called New
Jerseyans for New Orleans calling for a
charitable response to the Katrina devastation. We seek help to make a positive
impact upon the lives of people in New
Orleans who have suffered greatly and
will never be the same again.
Please contribute bottles of water,
canned goods and baby material (cloth-

ing, bottles, formula, diapers and wipes).
To have these materials picked up, please
call (908) 232-0099. Otherwise, drop off
the material at the Westfield Memorial
library and mention this cause.
Don Harrington
Westfield

Westfield Kids Help
Hurricane Victims
Cassandra and Michael Masciale, along
with their friend Adel Roff, set out to raise
money for the victims of Hurricane Katrina
by setting up a lemonade stand. They sat
outside for six hours on Thursday and
raised over $100 that they sent to America’s
Second Harvest (an organization where
100 percent of donations are going directly
to feed victims of this disaster).
Karen Masciale
Westfield

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

CANOE ADVENTURE…Members of Boy Scout Troop No. 73 from Westfield
enjoy the great outdoors during a high adventure canoe trip to Algonquin
Provincial Park this summer. Pictured, from left to right, are: Aidan Ireland, JP
Zavodny, John Gilmartin, Patrick Ireland, Andrew Davinson, Alex Deduck, Ben
Stracquatanio, Tom Hogaboom and John Falzon. Adult leaders (not pictured)
included Alec Ireland, Tim Avis, Pete Hogaboom, Bob Fromtling and Annie
Fromtling.

Boy Scout Troop Returns
From Canada Canoe Trip
WESTFIELD – Boy Scouts from
Troop No. 73 in Westfield recently
returned home after spending two
weeks canoeing in Algonquin Provincial Park in Canada. Algonquin
Provincial Park, established in 1893
as Canada’s first Provincial Park, is a
favorite of Canadians and canoeists
worldwide.
Troop No. 73 meets on Monday
evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria
of the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield. The first meeting of the new school year will be
held Monday, September 12.
The troop traveled over 115 miles
throughout the park, across big and
small lakes, up and down rivers and
over beaver dams. In addition, their
route encompassed 33 portages (carries between lakes) covering over 13
miles. While on the trek, the scouts
saw moose, deer, minks and beavers,
as well as signs of bears and wolves.
The scouts also visited the Canadian Canoe Museum, where they

learned about the canoe’s key role in
the exploration and history of Canada
and North America. Additionally, they
stopped at the Algonquin Visitors
Center to learn about the natural and
human history of the park.
Besides the Algonquin High Adventure trip, the troop sent 15 scouts
and three adult leaders to the local
Patriot’s Path Council’s Camp
Winnebago in Rockaway for a week
in July.
Anyone with a son interested in
camping and high adventure is invited to attend Monday’s meeting.
For more information about the troop,
please visit www.westfieldnj.com/
troop73/.
Reading is Good for You!
Subscribe
online at:

goleader.com
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Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

Certified Trial Attorney

Serving The Community For 30 Years
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www.JonBramnick.com

58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

Volunteers Needed

Introducing

FREE Online Banking
Access from anywhere…

Caring & Crisis Hotline
Join our “Mental Health Rescue Squad” in the
Westfield area
Help callers cope with Stress,
Relationship Issues,
Anxiety, Depression, Loneliness,
Suicidal Thoughts and Intentions
No experience required. Training provided
36 hours classroom, 12 hours interning.

NEW CLASS BEGINS
Saturday September 24

At Home.

At Work.

At Play.

No matter where you go, your Town Bank accounts are just a click away. Our FREE online banking
provides easy access to information about your accounts when it’s convenient for you.

View account balances • Transfer funds between accounts
View account history • Pay bills* • Reconcile statements
Sign up today!
Check out our website for more information or stop by one of our branches today.
www.townbank.com

Hotline commitment
8 hours per month, flexible scheduling
For more information or to volunteer, call Sue Fasano at
the CONTACT We Care office
(908) 301-1899.
This advertisement made possible by Ethicon, Inc.

520 South Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

44 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

*Free for first 3 months. After 3 months, a minimum of one bill per month must be paid using online Bill Pay feature, or a service charge of $5 will apply.
©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC 7/05
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Historical Society Meeting
To Feature Talk on Edison

Miss Kimberly Green and Stephen Kendrick, Jr.

Miss Kimberly Green
To Wed Stephen Kendrick, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Green of
Garwood have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss Kimberly Green, to Stephen Kendrick, Jr.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Kendrick, Sr. of Westfield.
A graduate of Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains, the bride-elect
received her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Teacher of the Handicapped and her
Master of Arts degree in Special Edu-

cation, both from Kean University in
Union. She is employed as a special
education teacher in Woodbridge.
Her fiancé, a graduate of Westfield
High School, was awarded his Bachelor of Science degree in Economics
from Kean University. He is employed
with Tarratax International in
Westfield as a Logistic Specialist.
A wedding is planned for August
of 2006.

Garden Club of Westfield
To Present Olmsted Legacy
WESTFIELD – The Garden Club of
Westfield will host a presentation on
Tuesday, September 13, dealing with
the background and history of Frederick
Law Olmsted, Sr. and his influence on
New Jersey’s park system.
Well-known as the premier landscape
architect and designer of Central Park,
Mr. Olmsted and the Olmsted Brothers
Firm also had a significant impact on
the development of New Jersey’s parks,
particularly in Union County.
Free and open to the public, the program will be held at 1 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, located at 140 Mountain Avenue. It is
being offered through the Horizons
Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, a state
partner of the National Endowment for
the Humanities.

Kathleen Galop, an attorney with
extensive experience and a national
reputation in historic preservation
projects, will be the presenter. Ms. Galop
is Principal of Preservation Possibilities, a historic preservation consulting
firm based in Summit. She is the recipient of a John F. Kennedy Library Foundation Research Grant and a White
House Historical Association Grant.
Ms. Galop has authored “Branch
Brook Park – An Historical Perspective,” published by the National Association for Olmsted Parks and the
Branch Brook Park Alliance.
She also is a contributing author to
the “Encyclopedia of New Jersey,”
Rutgers University Press and an adjunct professor in the Historic Preservation Program at Drew University in
Madison.

It’s Hot, It’s Here. The Original Hot Yoga.

WESTFIELD – Jack Stanley, Executive Director of the Thomas A.
Edison Memorial Tower and Menlo
Park Museum in Edison, will be the
guest speaker at the Westfield Historical Society’s meeting on Friday,
September 16, at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting will take place in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.
Mr. Stanley has many personal stories of Edison to tell, having researched
the inventor’s life extensively. While
working at the Edison National Historic Site in West Orange, he did extensive research and often would spend
the night at Edison’s laboratory reading through many of Edison’s own
books.
He spent many hours studying
and researching Edison’s collection
of private books, many of which
were filled with marginal notes, and

also recorded by hand the recording
log books for the Edison Company.
In 1999, Mr. Stanley started the
Thomas A. Edison Recording
Project, through which recordings
are made onto the original Edison
wax recording cylinders, using the
same process Edison used in his
recordings.
Mr. Stanley recorded many people
who influenced the 20th century
and the world, including Presidents,
renowned entertainers and broadcasters and astronaut Buzz Aldrin,
among others.
Additionally, Mr. Stanley has
served as a historical consultant for
many books, magazine articles and
television programs, and has lectured in many parts of the country
and the world.
This Historical Society program
is open to the public at no charge,
and light refreshments will be served.

The Arc of Union County
Schedules Golf Classic
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Arc of
Union County, Inc. will hold its
annual Fall Arc Golf Classic on
Thursday, September 22, at the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club in Scotch Plains.
Proceeds will benefit family support programs and services of The
Arc of Union County. Registration
will begin at 10 a.m., with brunch at
11 a.m. and a modified shotgun start
at 12:30 p.m.
A cocktail reception is scheduled
to begin after play ends at 5:30 p.m.,
to be followed by the annual dinner
and awards presentation.
Begun in 1949, The Arc serves
more than 800 individuals of all ages
with developmental disabilities and
their families throughout Union

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Gather Monday
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold its first
fall meeting on Monday, September
12, at 1 p.m. in the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School gymnasium on
First Street in Westfield.
Kenneth Di Paola, Associate Director of planned giving for the Archdiocese of Newark, will be the speaker.
Refreshments will be served after the
meeting.
Openings remain for the
Octoberfest trip to the Platzl Brauhaus
in Pomona, N.Y. on Wednesday, October 5. Additionally, a trip to the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse is scheduled for Tuesday, December 6, for the
Christmas show.

County each year.
A 501(c) (3), non-profit, non-sectarian, membership-based organization, The Arc of Union County maintains 23 residential home programs
and has a new residential program
for senior citizens under development for the New Providence/Murray
Hill area. It also operates five special needs day programs; a childcare
center; a summer camp program and
a private school.
For more information on The Arc
Golf Classic registration or individual/
corporate sponsorship opportunities,
please call the Office of Resource Development and Community Outreach
at (973) 315-0020 or (973) 315-0022,
or e-mail poneill@arcunion.org. A calendar of special events and monthly
news updates can be viewed at
www.arcunion.org.

Mr. and Mrs. Lydotes
Welcome Ava Grace
James and Laura Cashman Lydotes
of Lexington, Mass. have announced
the birth of their daughter, Ava Grace
Lydotes, on Wednesday, August 10,
at Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, Mass.
Ava weighed 7 pounds and 7 ounces
and measured 21 inches in length at
birth.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Kathy and Michael Cashman of
Westfield.
Stella and Aristomenes Lydotes of
Arlington, Mass. are her paternal
grandparents.

Ms. Katherine G. Rowan and Blake J. Giannisis

Ms. Katherine G. Rowan
To Wed Blake J. Giannisis
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Rowan of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Katherine Grace “Katie” Rowan, to
Blake James Giannisis. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. James Giannisis of
River Edge.
A lifelong resident of Westfield,
the bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School in 1997. She
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English and Philosophy from Boston
College in 2001. Ms. Rowan is employed as a high school English

teacher by the Paramus Board of Education.
The future bridegroom graduated
from River Dell Regional High School
in 1997 and received his Bachelor of
Arts degree in History in 2001 from
Colgate University in Hamilton, N.Y.
He is an assistant vice president in the
Property and International Practice
of Marsh and McLennan’s Marsh
U.S.A. Incorporated Division in
Morristown.
The couple will be married in July
of 2006.

Recruitment Night on Tap
For Girl Scouts, Volunteers
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Service
Team of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Community of Girl Scouts will hold an
informational meeting for parents and
girls interested in joining the Girl Scouts
on Monday, September 19, at 7 p.m. in
the cafeteria of Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains.
Registration forms will be available
at the meeting. A $10 fee also will be
collected for each registration.
Parent volunteers are needed to help
form Girl Scout troops, and training is
provided for those interested in working with the girls. In addition to troop
leaders, volunteers are needed to help
both on the troop level and the community level with fun events, badge work-

shops and cookie sales. Girl Scout
badges include every interest area from
aviation to zoology.
Girl Scouts also are always looking
for “experts” in the community to serve
as guest speakers, whether they be senior citizens who can offer their life
experiences, executives who can share
their business sense or homemakers
who can impart their skills.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
Scout community includes girls from
kindergarten through high school and is
part of Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council, which serves 24 area communities. For more information, please call
Maura Berger at (908) 889-1760 or visit
www.fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Have you always wanted to try yoga or
hot room yoga? Come see how it can
change your body and your life.
Class Times: 8am, 10am, 2pm and 4pm (90 minutes each)
Bring Yoga Mat, Towel and Water - Available to rent/buy
Classes are for all levels, no experience necessary
No advanced registration, arrive 20 minutes before class
More Info: www.bikramyogawestfield.com

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

361 South Avenue East • Westfield, NJ • 908.317.YOGA

richardjkaplow.com

Criminal Defense - Federal & State
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

rjk722@aol.com

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
340 North Avenue

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

220 St. Paul Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
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Clergyman to Share Insights
On Mental Health Disorders

Wisdom’s Light to Begin
Series at FCC on Sept. 13
WESTFIELD – The first in a fall
religion and science series on “A
Consistent Ethic of Human Life”
will be held on Tuesday, September
13, at 7:30 p.m. at the First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street.
This series will be sponsored by
Wisdom’s Light, a ministry of the
Reverend John Mills. Reverend
Mills is a co-convener of the United
Church of Christ steering committee on religion and science and a
United Church of Christ representative to the Ecumenical Roundtable
on Religion and Science.
The public is invited to each of the

Interfaith Gathering
Set For September 11
WESTFIELD – An interfaith gathering of the Westfield community will
take place on Sunday, September 11,
at 2 p.m. at the 9/11 Town Memorial
at the intersection of Broad Street and
North Avenue, opposite the First
United Methodist Church.
Sponsored by the Westfield/
Mountainside Ministerium, this event
will be a brief time of remembrance
and prayer for peace. The Reverend
Joe Masiello of the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church, the Reverend
Ed Carll of the First United Methodist Church and Rabbi Doug Sagal of
Temple Emanu-El, all in Westfield,
planned and oversaw this event.

three sessions, the second and third of
which are set for October 11 and November 8, to reflect on the ethics of
embryonic stem cell therapy, reproductive cloning and prolongation of life.
All sessions will begin at 7:30 p.m. in
the church’s Coe Fellowship Room.
Among the questions to be explored
are why God has given humans the
knowledge of embryonic stem cell
research and whether a way exists to
steward God’s gift so its healing powers can be revealed. Notes on adult
stem cells will be included to contrast
with embryonic stem cells.
Participants also will discuss ethical issues involving reproductive cloning, why God has made cloning possible and the appropriate ethical response to the humanity (or lack of) of
a clone.
Finally, they will discuss how far
medical science should be allowed to
go in prolonging human life; if humanity should pursue immortality; quality of life; the effect on the
soul, and whether death is a curse to
be battled or a gift from God. The
philosophy/theology practiced in the
hospice movement also will be reviewed.
The opinions expressed in the session are solely those of the ministry
and may not be those of the host
church. Reverend Mills can be
reached at wislit@worldnet.att.net.
Information on Wisdom’s Light is
available at www.wisdomslight.net.

Area Street Fair to Honor
Fallen of 9/11 and Katrina
COUNTY – The Second Annual
Church Mall Street Fair, taking place
this Saturday, September 10, in Springfield, will pay tribute to those who lost
their lives on September 11, 2001 and
the recent hurricane that devastated
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast.
Sponsored by the Springfield
Emanuel United Methodist and First
Presbyterian Churches of Springfield,
this free event will run from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. In the event of inclement
weather, the fair will move indoors to
the two churches.
“Our goal is to provide the public
with a fun and meaningful event that
honors both those who lost their lives
on 9/11 and during Hurricane Katrina
through the promotion of stronger
families and more compassionate
communities,” the organizers stated.
Participants also will be invited to
donate money to the Hurricane
Katrina Disaster Relief Fund. Interested persons may visit the American
Red Cross table at the fair.
A brief “Time of Remembrance for
9/11 and Prayer for Those Affected by
Hurricane Katrina” will take place at
11:15 a.m. on the Community Stage.
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The fair will feature more than 50
vendors and community service organizations. From 10 a.m. to noon,
Overlook Hospital will have a specially equipped van on site to offer
free health screenings.
Additionally, this year’s Kids Zone
has been expanded to include more
“make your own craft tables,” carnival skill games and water games. Boy
Scout and Cub Scout troops will be
on hand with two pinewood derby
ramps.
The sale of assorted fall mums,
direct from a local grower, will help
to fund the fair. A food court will be
open for the duration of the event, and
an outdoor dining area is located near
the Community Stage on Church
Mall. Seven different groups will
take the stage during the event, with
disk jockey music between acts.
The public is asked to park in township parking lots off of Mountain or
Morris Avenues and walk the short
distance to Church Mall and Academy Green Streets, which will be
closed to traffic during the fair. For
more information, please call (973)
376-1695 or (973) 379-4320.

MISSION OF MERCY…Medical missionary Dr. Kristen Schmaltz, center, visits
the Redeemer Lutheran Church in Westfield, to discuss her work in Africa.
Pictured with her are the Reverend Paul Kritsch, Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran,
and Jane Basuino, Chairwoman of the Mission Committee.

WESTFIELD – The Reverend Robert Morris will offer “Insights and Tips
into Depression and Bipolar Disorder” on Tuesday, September 13, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Family Support Organization (FSO) of Union
County, located at 137 Elmer Street in
Westfield.
Reverend Morris will relate the ups
and downs of his personal experience
as an adolescent and young man dealing with bipolar disorder and depression, and share the insights, skills and
tips he discovered along the way.
In addressing his mental health challenges, he learned how to apply a
combination of traditional and holistic skills, and is able to live with minimal effect from the disorders.
Reverend Morris is an Episcopal
priest and the founder and Director of

Redeemer Lutheran Assists
Missionary’s Work in Africa
WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church of Westfield recently
presented medical missionary Dr.
Kristen Schmaltz with a check for
$10,000 to benefit the pediatric hospital in Kissidougou, West Africa, and to
aid in addressing malnutrition among
the children of Guinea, West Africa.
Dr. Schmaltz, a former member of
Redeemer Lutheran, is sponsored
through the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod outreach program Together in Mission (TIM). Her work in
West Africa includes providing relief
for refugees, setting up and maintaining mobile clinics, and training and
educating African national healthcare
workers.
While on furlough in the United
States this summer, Dr. Schmaltz visited Redeemer Lutheran, speaking at
both worship services on July 31.
Following morning worship, Dr.
Schmaltz highlighted her work

HAZAK Luncheon
On Tap For Sept. 14
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel’s HAZAK social
group for people age 55 and older
will hold its “Welcome Back Luncheon” at noon on Wednesday, September 14, at the temple.
Cantor Matt Axelrod will present
the program at the luncheon. The cost
is $8 per person for paid up members
and $10 per person for non-members.
Reservations are required.
Interested individuals are asked to
call Laurie at (908) 889-1830. Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

See it all on the Web!

through a slide presentation and discussion for an audience of congregation members and visitors.
As an added treat, Vacation Bible
School attendees enjoyed Dr.
Schmaltz’s presentation of African
skits, songs, stories and slides during
their “African Safari” adventure the
first week of August.
Anyone interested in learning more
about Dr. Schmaltz and her mission,
or in supporting her mission, may call
Redeemer Lutheran at (908) 2321517.

Meeting Date Posted
For Rosary Society
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s Catholic Church Rosary Altar Society will meet on Thursday, September 15, at 12:30 p.m. at
St. Helen’s Parish Center, located on
Lambertsmill Road in Westfield.
Participants are asked to bring a
bag lunch, and refreshments will be
served. Membership dues of $5 will
be collected.
All are welcome to come and pray
the new Illuminous Mystery of the
Holy Rosary and watch a film taken
in the Holy Land depicting this Rosarian mystery. Prospective members
are invited to attend.
Frank Muggeo, a representative of
Rafael House, a home for unwed
mothers and their newborns, will be
the speaker. Donations for this charity will be accepted.
Tickets for the Society’s annual
Communion Breakfast on Sunday,
October 9, at The Westwood in
Garwood will be available for a donation of $20.

Interweave, a community learning
center based in Summit, that for the
past 25 years has taught skills for
“wholistic” living and personal transition in a changing world.
Members of the public are invited to
attend this program, the first in a fall
series of events offered by the Family
Support Organization of Union
County.
The FSO is contracted by the New
Jersey Department of Human Services
to offer support, education and advocacy for parents and caregivers of children with special mental health needs.
To reserve a spot, be placed on the
mailing list for future events or for
more information, please call Kathy,
Vickie or Gail at (908) 789-7625 during business hours. The program will
be offered free of charge.

Voice of the Faithful Plans
Gathering This Saturday
COUNTY – Voice of the Faithful,
Northern New Jersey (VOTF-NNJ)
and its affiliates in Union County and
Metuchen, will gather Roman Catholic Church reform groups this Saturday, September 10, between 9 a.m.
and noon at the Birchwood Manor,
111 North Jefferson Road in
Whippany.
Speakers for the event will represent the following organizations: Call
to Action, CORPUS, Women’s Ordination Conference, Pax Christi, Association for Rights of Catholics in
the Church, Future Church, and
Catholics Speak Out.
“These, too, are voices of the faithful, and they have been working for
structural reform and renewal for decades – long before VOTF was called
into action,” explained Teresa
Padovano, VOTF-NNJ co-facilitator.

VOTF is a Roman Catholic reform
group that seeks active participation
of the faithful in the governance and
guidance of the Catholic Church. Its
goals are to support survivors of abuse,
to support priests of integrity, and to
shape structural change within the
church.
VOTF – Northern New Jersey was
founded in 2002 and is an affiliate of
the national organization. In 2004,
VOTF Union County and VOTF
Metuchen established active groups
under the VOTF-NNJ umbrella.
Coffee and breakfast treats will be
served at the meeting, and all are
welcome. There is no attendance fee,
but donations will be accepted. Directions to the Birchwood Manor are
available on the Internet at
w w w. b i r c h w o o d m a n o r. c o m /
directions.htm/.

NEIL SULLIVAN
President, Westfield Mortgage
Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
908-518-0800 Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

www.goleader.com

Celebrate

National Assisted Living Week
Please Join us the week of September 12 – 16th, for any of the following FREE PROGRAMS AND EVENTS and celebrate National Assisted
Living Week with the Chelsea at Fanwood, 295 South Avenue, Fanwood.

PRESENTS

THE ORION STRING QUARTET

Trash or Treasure
Tuesday, September 13th

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Speaker, Carolyn Remmey from The Antique Road Show on PBS will
talk about your trash or treasure. One item per person please!

Baby Parade
Wednesday, September 14th

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Moms or Dads – Bring your babies 36 months or younger and join our parade
for a walk around our grounds. Decorate your stroller, dress up your babies,
the more the merrier, so bring an audience!!! Raffles and EVERY BABY WINS!

THE CHELSEA SPELLING BEE
Thursday, September 15th

DANIEL PHILLIPS STEVEN TENENBOM
violin

viola

TODD PHILLIPS

TIMOTHY EDDY

3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Come watch two previously selected Teams compete for the blue
ribbon in a good old fashion spelling bee!

DAILY MOVIE –
Grange Fair: An American Tradition
Monday, September 12th – Friday, September 16th at 1:00 p.m.

violin
cello
The Orion Quartet serves as Quartet-in-Residence at the Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center and New York’s Mannes College of Music. They
have performed with Yo-Yo Ma, Wynton Marsalis, The Beaux Arts Trio,
The Guarneri Quartet, Isaac Stern, Pinchas Zuckerman, and others.

Join us for a screening of a PBS documentary on the making of an old
fashioned Grange Fair in Pennsylvania. Refreshments will be served.

DAILY CHIDREN’S MOVIE –
Charlotte’s Web

Monday, September 12th – Friday, September 16th
at 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Come and watch everyone’s favorite farm story, Charlotte’s Web.
Everyone is welcome! Apples and mini pumpkins will be given out,
compliments of Hill View Farm in Meyersville.

RSVP
908-654-5200
Open to the Public – Please join us for these programs – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
The programs are a part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

Program:

BEETHOVEN STRING QUARTETS
Op. 18 #6 • Op. 59 #3 • Op. 132

Sunday, September 18, 2005 • 4 P.M.
First Methodist Church • Westfield
One East Broad St. • Corner of North Ave.

TICKETS: $15

Please Call for Reservations: 973.762.0108
Good handicap access – no steps from parking lot
Program subject to change
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First Baptist to Hear Stories
Of Members’ Mission Trips
WESTFIELD – At the 10:20 a.m.
worship service this Sunday, September 11, the congregation of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield will
reflect on the tragic events that occurred on this date four years ago, as
well as efforts this summer to reach
across cultures.
Church members have undertaken
four mission trips this summer and
will report on them during the service.
Alan Greenlaw of Westfield will
speak on the week he spent in Tijuana,
Mexico, overseeing 40 volunteers from
another state as they worked on a battered women’s shelter started there last
April by a group from First Baptist.
A few of the 20 middle and high

Fanwood Library Seeks
To Aid Counterparts
Impacted By Katrina
FANWOOD – Responding to the
destruction left in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the Fanwood Memorial
Library will donate all monies collected between Saturday, September
10, and Monday, September 12, to the
cleanup and rebuilding of libraries in
the affected areas. Patrons are encouraged to return overdue materials while
helping those in Katrina’s path.
“Last year, we had an amnesty day
on September 11 in conjunction with
our library activities in remembrance
of September 11, 2001,” said Library
Director Dan Weiss. “This year, in
remembrance of that day, we will
donate our days’ monies from fines,
lost books and rentals to a Hurricane
Katrina relief fund.
“In that way, we will be helping out
another part of the country in their
time of need, just like we were supported in 2001,” he added.
The Fanwood Library also is encouraging other libraries in New Jersey to support the rebuilding of libraries in the Gulf Coast region. For
more information, please call Mr.
Weiss at (908) 322-6400.

school youth who performed home
repair tasks in the Appalachian area
of Tennessee will describe their work
and what they learned from their work.
The four young people who accompanied Minister of Local Outreach, the Reverend Jeremy Montgomery, on World Vision’s Study Tour
in Kenya, Africa, will narrate photographs depicting their experiences.
Finally, Elliott Johnson of Westfield
will summarize his adventures in the
Republic of Georgia as part of the
American Baptist Churches’ “Xtreme
Team.”
“I am proud of the many members
of our congregation who reached out
this summer, and not at all surprised
that each of them can describe how
their contact with people different
than they are opened their eyes to
what links humanity worldwide,” said
the Reverend Dee Dee Turlington,
Senior Pastor.
The worship service will be preceded by a 9 a.m. Pancake Breakfast and special educational programs for all ages. Visitors are welcome at all events, and childcare
will be provided. First Baptist
Church is located at 170 Elm Street.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Rosary Society to Meet
Monday at St. Bart’s
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society
will hold its first meeting for 20052006 on Monday, September 12, following the 7:30 p.m. Mass and Novena at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church, 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Tickets for the Annual Communion
Breakfast to be held on Sunday, October 2, at The Westwood in Garwood
will be available at the meeting. The
meeting is open to all women of the
parish, and refreshments will be served.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Westfield Area AARP
Sets Monday Meeting

NEW TEAM…New officers of the Scotch Plains Lions Club for 2005-2006 were
installed July 14. Pictured, left to right, are: Michael Solomon, Executive Committee
member; Jerry Kirshenbaum, Second Vice President; Ron Kelly, First Vice President; Barbara Anilo, President; Don Wussler, Treasurer; George Church, Executive
Committee member, and Barney Barnett, Secretary. The club meets on the second
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at Jade Isle on Terrill Road. For more information
or to attend a meeting, please call Barbara Anilo at (908) 322-4472.

Hetfield House Spruced Up
With Exterior Paint Job
MOUNTAINSIDE – The historic
Hetfield House, located adjacent to
the Mountainside Public Library at
Constitution Plaza, got a new paint
job over the summer.
“We tried to be as authentic as
possible in replicating an 1880s
shade,” remarked Scott Daniels,
Chairman of the Mountainside Historic Preservation Committee.
“I scraped carefully through about 10
layers of old paint and did a less-thanscientific analysis of the chips,” he continued. “I think we came up with a color
even the deacon himself would have
chosen. This modern version is one of
the Benjamin Moore historic colors.”
The work was done by Willie’s
Painting of Union, the employees of

Junior Women Plan
Wine and Cheese
WESTFIELD – The Junior
Women’s Club of Westfield will host
a New Member Wine and Cheese
event on Wednesday, September 21,
at 7:30 p.m. at a member’s home.
Attendees will have an opportunity
to meet club members and learn more
about the organization. Drinks and
light hors d’oeuvres will be served.
The club offers women an opportunity to socialize, make friends and
make a difference in their community, their environment and the lives
of others.
Anyone interested in attending the
wine and cheese event or in more
information about the club may call
Jennifer at (908) 789-8991. Further
information about the club also is available at www.westfieldnj.com/jwcw.

which got the job done by mid-August despite sweltering temperatures
last month, according to Mr. Daniels.
The historic preservation
committee’s annual raffle provided
the funds to complete the job, which
marked the first exterior repainting of
the house in some eight years.
“I’d like to thank everyone who
bought raffle tickets for helping with
this project,” said Mr. Daniels. “We
plan to take care of the property in
perpetuity, preserving this fine example of our town’s history for many
generations to come.”

Woman’s Club Reveals
Scholarship Fundraiser
FANWOOD – Members of the
public are invited to support the
Woman’s Club of Fanwood’s annual
Scholarship Fund through a fundraiser
on Wednesday, September 14, at the
Double Dipper Café, located at 38A
South Martine Avenue in Fanwood.
The eatery features a selection of
wraps, sandwiches, soups, quiches,
pizzas, salads and ice-cream desserts,
as well as assorted sweet treats and
beverages.
Patrons can support the fundraiser
by visiting Double Dipper anytime
between 11:30 a.m. and 9:30 p.m. that
day, stating up front that they are supporting the Woman’s Club of Fanwood
fundraiser, and ordering their food.
Fifteen percent of each sale in which
a customer indicates he or she is supporting the fundraiser will be donated to the Scholarship Fund. For
further information, please call Barbara Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its first meeting of the season on
Monday, September 12, in Assembly
Hall at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at the corner of
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.
The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m., with a brief
business meeting to be held later. At
1:30 p.m., guest speaker James
LaCorte, Union County Surrogate,
will discuss the new legal changes in
wills and their procedures.
Individuals may bring their wills to
have them confidentially “selfproved” by an authorized notary at
this time, and a question-and-answer
period will follow.
Members are asked to donate
canned and boxed grocery items to be
given to the homeless and needy.
Additionally, the Knitting and Crocheting Group is seeking donations
of wool of any kind or color with
which to make items for hospital and

Genealogical Society
Lists Meeting Date
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will meet
on Thursday, September 15, at 1 p.m.
in the Program Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
Reference Librarian Alan Kleiman
will speak on “The Search for an
American Loyalist, my quest for William Axtell.”
The public is invited to attend this
meeting, which is free of charge. For
additional information, please call
(908) 276-7104.

Mr. Starner to Discuss
Homeowner Insurance
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Monday,
September 19, at 7:15 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, will host a presentation entitled “Homeowner Insurance:
Three Questions You Should Always
Ask.”
Ronald Starner, an independent
insurance agent and owner of the Bob
Evans Agency in Cranford, will be
the presenter. He is a Certified Insurance Counselor and has been active
in the insurance industry since 1981.
The program is free, but registration is suggested and the group size is
limited. To register or for further information, please call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204.

nursing home patients.
The meeting also will mark the
opening date to make reservations for
a day trip to the Brownstone on Thursday, October 27, for a German-style
luncheon and entertainment. For more
information, please call (908) 2321362.
Reservations and information also
will be available at the meeting for a
seven-day trip called “Christmas in
Nashville and Gatlinburg,” taking
place November 15 to 21. Information may also be obtained by calling
Marie Walsh at (732) 669-0399 or
Mary Walsh at (908) 276-3576.

Library to Feature
‘Ballroom Basics’
MOUNTAINSIDE – “Ballroom
Basics,” a special program for adults,
will be offered on Tuesday, September
27, at 7:30 p.m. at the Mountainside
Public Library, located at Constitution
Plaza.
The session is designed to teach
participants the basics of ballroom
dancing. Marta Sawycky, an accomplished competitive ballroom dancer,
will lead the class. Couples and singles
both are welcome to take part.
Mrs. Sawycky has won top honors
in many dance competitions, most recently in April, when she placed first
in the specialties of rumba, swing and
cha-cha at the International Hustle and
Salsa Competition in Miami, Fla. She
also is the director of Music & Me in
Mountainside, which offers music
education for preschoolers and up.
To sign up for this event, please call
or come to the library. Space is limited, so early registration is suggested.
All library programs are free and open
to the public. For more information,
please call the library at (908) 2330115.

Caregivers Group
To Meet Monday
WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet this
Monday, September 12, at 8 p.m. in
the Parish Center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic
Church
on
Lambertsmill Road in Westfield.
Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more details, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Ashbrook to Present
Tricky Tray Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – Ashbrook
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center,
located at 1610 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains, will host a Tricky Tray event
on Wednesday, September 14, from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in celebration of the
last Resident/Family Picnic of the
season.
All proceeds will benefit the Recreation Department. For more information, or if interested in attending
or donating an item to be auctioned,
please call the Recreation Department at (908) 889-2587.

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
“Living a Memory Healthy Lifestyle”
Wednesday, September 14
7:00pm-9:00pm
“The Sandwich Generation”
Wednesday, September 21
6:30pm-8:30pm

Sunrise of Westﬁeld
“Open House with Weichert Realtors”
Sunday, September 25
11:30am-3:30pm

Bringing Our “Neighborhood” to Yours
Innovative Alzheimer’s Care at Sunrise Senior Living
Sunrise Senior Living provides specially designed
Alzheimer’s care based on each resident’s rich
history and individual needs. The result is
a personalized environment as loving as it is
innovative. We call it the Reminiscence
Neighborhood.
It’s a unique approach within our community
created to stimulate the memories and senses
of seniors with memory impairment. Supportive
and nurturing staff, interactive Reminiscence
kits and multi-sensory experiences keep our

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

residents involved in the familiar routines that
marked their lives: gardening, sewing, ofﬁce
work, setting the dinner table, and even folding
laundry. It’s all designed to focus on each
resident’s strengths and abilities as well as to
help them return to the comfort of a time that
brought them much joy.
And because each senior is gently guided along
in a place that looks and feels like home, every
day can be a pleasant day.

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Puglisi Insurance Agency

STANLEY GERSCH, DMD

1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

is pleased to announce that his son

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Specialty Permit # 2684

SCOTT D. GERSCH, DMD
Specialty Permit # 5639

Diplomate American Board of Orthodontics
NYU College of Dentistry - Orthodontic Residency
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
University of Michigan

908-322-5150
Our 67th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

has joined his practice in

Specializing in:

Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices
• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

547 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-8668

401 No. Wood Avenue
Linden, NJ 07036
908-486-4333
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‘Winning the Homework
Battle’ As School Starts
By CHERYL ANN NOTARI, PhD.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — If getting your child to
do their homework is like attempting to nail gelatin to a tree, then this
article is for you. Avoiding homework is an art for some kids. Many of
us wish they would apply their creativity and ingenuity to the actual
homework rather than spending their
energies in avoiding it. You, as a
parent, can help your child refocus
their talents and apply them to their
studies. Here are a few pointers:
First, if the key to real estate is
location, then the key to homework
is structure. Designate a time and
place for homework and stick to it.
Homework should be done at the
same time and in the same distraction-free zone every day. Avoid times
that could potentially be derailed by
more attractive outside activities.
And make sure that there is down
time between homework and bedtime. No one likes to go to bed thinking about work.
Some practical suggestions for
times include: immediately after
school, one hour before dinner or
immediately after dinner. A child’s
bedroom may not be the best place to
do homework. Today, children’s bedrooms are filled with televisions, computers and video games. Pick a location free of these temptations. Turn
off their cell phones to avoid interruption. Having a consistent schedule and providing a distraction-free
zone will go a long way in helping
your child form good study habits.
Second, get your child a homework planner and teach them how to
use it. Many schools offer children
planners, or you can pick up an inexpensive at your local office supply
store. Learning to write down homework and plan for tests and papers is
a skill. Children need to be taught
how to do this. Sit down with your
child and review his/her assignments
with them before he/she starts on

his/her homework. Ask them what
will be easy for them and which ones
will be harder. Offer to help them
with or to go over the harder assignments. Don’t wait to be asked.
Third, be present and supportive.
Check in with your child while they
are working on their homework.
When they complete an assignment,
compliment their efforts. Children
who avoid homework often do not
feel competent in the academic
world. Showing your appreciation
for their efforts and being positive
goes a long way toward building
confidence and self-esteem.
And fourth, reward your child’s
efforts. Completed homework should
be rewarded with some valued activity. For younger children, the reward
may be time playing a game or reading a book with Mom or Dad. For
older kids, the reward may be time
on the computer, talking on the phone
with a friend or watching a favorite
television show. Avoid giving candy
or food as a reward. Whatever the
reward is, it should reflect what is
valuable to your child and it should
only be allowed once homework is
completed.
Finally, if you have not had routine for homework in your house
before, don’t expect this new demand to be welcomed and embraced.
A little resistance on the part of your
child is natural. It should take about
two weeks of consistency and persistence on your part to establish a
pattern for success. Once established,
you and your child should experience less fighting and more compliance with homework. Then, hopefully, all of that creativity and ingenuity will be channeled in the right
direction.
Editor’s Note: Ms. Cheryl Ann
Notari is a Westfield resident, a licensed psychologist with a private
practice in Summit. She has 22 years
of experience, including education
administration.

Concepts & Thought
Pre-Employment
Program Is Eyed

Dr. Mark Cerefice

WF’s Mark Cerefice
Receives MD Degree
WESTFIELD— St. George’s University, School of Medicine, awarded
Mark Cerefice the degree of Doctor
of Medicine during a ceremony held
on June 12 at Avery Fisher Hall, Lincoln Center, New York City.
Dr. Cerefice will be performing his
residency in internal medicine. As a
student, he was a three-time winner
of the Legacy of Excellence Scholarship, and made the Dean’s List.
Dr. Cerefice is the son of Leonard
and Mildred Cerefice of Westfield.
He has two sisters, Julia and Jenna,
and is married to Theresa Perez
Cerefice, who is a teacher.

Keeton Awarded BA
SCOTCH PLAINS— Carolyn
Keeton, the daughter of David and
Rita Keeton, graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan University at the
university’s 161st commencement on
Sunday, May 8.

United States Veterans Can Display
VetSignia Stickers Commemorating Service
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

The many proud U.S. Veterans
should be recognized on more than
just a couple of holidays by having
“every-day” visibility. To this end,
one group of retired public-spirited
veterans decided it was high time
people should be made aware of the
veterans in their communities all year
long.
“The idea came up during a Vets
bull session,” said Bob Kline, a World
War II Marine.
According to Mr. Kline, men and

women who served in the U.S.
Armed Forces in the past four major wars can now display stickers
on car windows that show the
branch of service they were in and
the war they fought in with
VetSignia Window Stickers. Mr.
Kline, who handles the sticker requests, points out that the distinctive stickers let the veteran say, “I
did it when it had to be done and
I’m proud of it.”
The stickers are two-by-four inches
and are black on shiny silver metalized film with the Stars and Stripes

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Educational Services
Foundation (UCESF) is looking
to implement a Pre-employment
Training Skills Project (P.E.T.S.)
at Westlake School in Westfield.
The goal of this project is to
prepare physically and mentally
disabled students to obtain employment upon graduation from
the school. The P.E.T.S. Project
will provide entry-level employment training in hospitality service, retail, silk screening, graphic
arts and print shop operation.
The foundation works to support students who are in need of
assistance, like those at Westlake
School, who cannot be served in a
traditional school environment.
Statistics indicate that they will
not obtain self-sustaining employment after they graduate from
school, unless pre-employment
training skills are provided, a
Westlake spokesman said.
The cost to fully develop and
implement these new training programs is estimated at $125,000,
including the cost of materials
and equipment. After the start-up
money has been raised, these programs will be covered by tuition.
UCESF is looking to community
to raise the start-up money.
UCESF is the fund-raising arm
of the Union County Educational
Services Commission and provides resources for the creation
and development of unique or innovative programs and services
that help the disabled and nondisabled students become welladjusted, functional members of
their communities.
Donations can be sent to: Union
County Educational Services
Foundation, 45 Cardinal Drive,
Westfield, 07090.

WF Students Participate In
Community Service At F&M
WESTFIELD — Nicole Zubizarreta
and Edward Kerins, 2005 graduates of
Westfield High School, are among 11
first-year students who participated in
the Putting it Together (PIT) community service project at Franklin &
Marshall College.
Nicole took part in the Clean Air,
Clean Water project, while Edward
participated in the Friends For Life
workshop. Nicole is the daughter of
Lucia Zubizarreta. Edward is the
son of John and Sally Kerins.
The PIT program is a four-and-ahalf-day workshop designed to introduce first-year F & M students to
volunteer opportunities in Lancaster
County, Pa. Students arrive prior to
freshman orientation and participate in a variety of workshops designed to help them think critically
about social issues, meet a variety
of community leaders, and develop
leadership opportunities for the next
four years.
The Clean Air, Clean Water work-

SP Student Earns
Degree at Rensselaer
SCOTCH PLAINS — Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute has announced
that Brendan Bergen of Scotch Plains
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Information Technology at
its 199th Commencement on Saturday, May 21.

ADVERTISING:
Reservations: Friday by 4pm
Ad Submittal: Monday by 12 pm
Tel: 908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com

w w w. d e l b a r t o n . o r g

(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Marching Band will
hold its annual fall mum sale on
Thursday, September 15, from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. at Edison Intermediate School, located at Rahway
Aven ue and Grove Street in
Westfield, on the Clark side of the
building. The rain date is Friday,
September 16.
The sale will feature nine-inch
mums in a wide assortment of colors, priced at $6 each. Proceeds will
help support the many band events,
activities and scholarships. For more
information, please call (908) 6545966.

Abrakadoodle, the popular art education
program, is now available in your area! Kids
explore, create and learn in action-packed
classes filled with color, texture, shape
and fun! Our classes
are carefully crafted to
promote creativity and
imaginative thinking.
In Abrakadoodle,
children learn about
and through art… all
while having a blast!

Don’t miss out!
Classes are forming.
For Information:

908-232-4055

We can bring our program directly to your child’s school!
Call for information.

DARE to begin...

230 Mendham Road
Morristown, NJ 07960

WHS Band to Conduct
Mum Sale Next Week

Remarkable Art Education

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

DELBARTON SCHOOL

shop addresses various aspects of
environmental action such as recycling and pollution, as well as environmental issues in Lancaster
County. Students work in local and
county parks to help build trails,
clean streams and other such activities that help to reduce the effects of
pollution and make parks and other
areas more accessible to the public.
“Friends for Life” matches students with the elderly in an adult
daycare program. Participants develop activities to play and work
with elderly people and assist with
the exercises, crafts and other activities within the adult daycare.

background. Thirty-three different
stickers are available, including
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Persian Gulf,
Overseas Expeditionary Campaigns,
Peacetime with the Army, Navy,
Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard and
Merchant Marine. All VetSignias can
be viewed on the Internet at http://
www.vetsignia.org.

Biology. Private sessions may be arranged for
languages. The SAT II Subject Test is a onehour subject specific test. While not all colleges
and universities require these tests, many do.
The Enrichment Center also provides tutors
for all subjects at all levels. As all teachers are
state certified in their respective fields, the quality
of instruction is very high. SAT preparation is
offered by English and Math state certified
teachers. Elementary programming is taught
by elementary teachers, many of whom have
advanced degrees in Reading, Math and Science
education.
The College Advising Program is great for
students in all grades in high school. Parents
and students can learn about the program by
setting up an initial meeting with our counselor.
While guidance counselors in the schools are
well qualified and supportive, they might not have
enough time to see students as otfen as parents
would like. This is a great opportunity to ask
questions and get help from another source.
The philosophy of The Enrichment Center
is that education needs to be individualized and
must be enjoyable. If children are engrossed
in what they are learning, the potential for
achievement is limitless. Experience for
yourself what The Enrichment Center
difference is and how it makes a true
difference in students’ lives.
The Enrichment Center has very popular
enrichment, gifted, and remedial programs for
students going into pre-kindergarten (age four)
through grade 12. Call today (908)654-0110 to
receive your free brochure or view the web site:
www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com.

Admission tests
will be administered
on Sept. 24, Oct. 15,
Nov. 12 and Dec. 3.
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For More Education
News, see PAGE 19

ENRICHMENT CENTER PREPARES STUDENTS
FOR PSAT, SAT I AND SAT II SUBJECT TESTS
WITH SMALLEST CLASSES IN AREA
The Enrichment Center, a full service tutoring
and enrichment center, located at 424 Central
Avenue in Westfield, offers the smallest class
sizes in the area. This complete modern facility
is air conditioned, handicapped accessible and
has ample free parking to offer its clients. The
Enrichment Center has over 150 teachers on
staff and all are state certified and experienced.
Programming is available for students entering
kindergarten through Grade 12.
The Enrichment Center’s SAT program is
very successful. Mrs. Elaine Sigal, the Owner
and Director of The Enrichment Center says,
“Our students scores speak for themselves. Our
success rate is extremely high for students of
all abilities. Students are referring their friends
and positive word of mouth is a great
compliment.”
Students may attend for either the math, the
critical reading or the writing sections of the
PSAT/SAT I or they may choose all three. The
level of learning and retention is very high. As
one local guidance counselor says, “This is the
best program available!” Strategies for taking
this and other tests are covered during class time
as well as the learning of subject matter. All of
the teachers at The Enrichment Center are New
Jersey State certified, not just certified by an
organization, and are specialists in their fields.
Parents may always ask to see the statecertification of the teacher. Many students start
working on the PSAT/SAT I preparation as early
as 9th grade. A unique program is also offered
for students in middle school. SAT II, Subject
Tests, review sections are offered in Math, World
History, US History, Physics, Chemistry, and
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• Delbarton students come from more
than 65 towns and 10 counties.
• Private and public transportation
available.

• Over $800,000 in need-based
financial aid granted annually.
• Delbarton is committed to meeting
the demonstrated financial need of
all its students.

DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12
administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey
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SHAFFER, STEWART, DAROSA NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Eighth Annual
All-Corbin Team:
The All-Corbin Team is dedicated
to the Adult Softball Leagues, American Legion Baseball League, Vintage
Base Ball League and Youth Baseball
Leagues. The selections are based
entirely on neat looking plays, fan
participation and interesting poses.
1. Best Sportsmanship – Antone’s
and Linwood Inn (Union County 50+).
2. Best Known Name – Larry “Young
Yogi” Berra with LennyYenish (Union
County 50+).
3. Best Dance at Home– Mike
Petriarca and Will Towles (AFP vs.
Sofa Kings – Scotch Plains League)
4. Most Intense Swing – Dean Talcott
(St. Joseph of St. Bart’s League).
5. “Finest” Swing – Brian Cheney
(Finest vs. Bravest Charity Softball).
6. “Finest” Home Run – Luke Fugett
(Finest vs. Bravest Charity Softball).
7. Best Youth Slide Home – Steve
Forgash and catcher Brian Levine
(Westfield Youth Baseball).
8. Most Protective Slide – Bill Mirto
(St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s League).
9. Most Closely Witnessed – Neil
Kauffman (slide) and Greg McComb
(Scotch Plains Men’s League).
10. Best Home Run Trot – Joe Carroll
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association)
11. Best Windup – Nathaniel Ward
(Westfield Youth Baseball)
12. Most Protection – Keith Gibbons (St. Stephens of St. Bart’s)
13. “Finest” Lefty Swing – Matt
Hoelzel (Finest vs. Bravest).
14. Most Pampered – Brian Greves
(Scotch Plains League).
15. Best Defense of First – Art Hobble
(St. Bart’s Oldtimers League).
16. Best Pitching Pause – Daniel
Kerr (Westfield Youth Baseball).
17. Best Explosion of Dust – Jason
Evans (slide) and thid baseman Chris
Houlihan (Scotch Plains League).
18. Best Face Full of Dirt – Mike
Manochio (Scotch Plains League).
19. Best Slide but Out – James Parker
(St. Joseph of St. Bart’s Oldtimers).
20. Best Block at Third – Ken Blaes
and runner Terry Gallagher (St. Bart’s
Oldtimers League).
21. Best Youth Slide Second – Steve
Loshiavo (SP-F) & second baseman
Brian Duffy (WF Youth Baseball).
22. Best Proof of Out – Shortstop
James Barry and base runner Matt
Rivera (Westfield Youth Baseball)
23. Closest Play at First – WF first
baseman Alex Zierler & SPF’s Matt
Ferrara (American Legion Baseball).
24. Best Youth Home Run – CJ
Meyer (Westfield Youth Baseball)
25. Best Fan Support – Scotch Plains
Softball League.
26. Most Times on All-Corbin – The
notorious St. Bart’s Hecklers
27. First Time on All-Corbin – Also
Most Intentionally Walked – Mayor
Marty Marks (St. Bart’s League)
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Blue Devil Footballers Work
On New Offensive Strategy
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEDICATED RUNNERS…The Blue Devils cross-country team has dedicated its
season in memory of former WHS Hall of Fame coach Walt Clarkson.

DANIELSSON, ‘ROSE’ TO LEAD PACK

Devil XC Girls Dedicate
Season to Walt Clarkson
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A quarter of a century ago (1980),
the Westfield High School (WHS)
girls cross-country program began.
This season, the 2005 lady Blue Devils have something special to add to
their program. They are dedicating
their season to Walt Clarkson.
“I have spoken to the kids and we
will be running this season in memory
of Walt Clarkson who was primarily
responsible for everything track and
cross-country in Westfield as well as
the (WHS newspaper) Hi’s Eye,” said
Thom Hornish, in his 34th year as
Blue Devil Head Coach.
Clarkson advised the school newspaper, Hi’s Eye, for 30 years. He also
coached 62 teams at WHS between
1960 and 1982, including three swim
teams, with the remainder being crosscountry, winter and spring track and
field. He achieved a 462-55-3 record
(89.4 percent wins), while winning
110 team championships.
There are currently 60 runners on
the roster and many are veterans of
cross-country, spring or winter track,
which may translate to the recapturing
of the Union County title that was won
by rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood last
year. The Blue Devils are the defending Group IV, Section II Champions, a
title they have held since 2003.

Jayne Ruotolo, Rachel Barrett, Meg
Driscoll and Anna McGrath have been
named as team captains and Jennifer
Buccino is in her 10th year as Assistant Coach.
“This is going to be a very organictype of team in terms of our front 10,
possibly 14, changing,” said Hornish.
“Jenn Danielsson probably brings to
us the strongest end-of-spring season. She is the defending sectional
champion in the mile. Jenn is in really
good shape and she will be complemented by Rose Driscoll. Ayn Wisler
is a very solid third. We have the
luxury of going 13 or 14 deep, and
these kids are capable of running
within a minute or minute-and-a-half
of each other.”

Changes have definitely been made
in the Westfield High School football
team’s offensive strategy this season.
Facing the toughest rated – 75 rating
– schedule in the state, the Blue Devils suffered through a dismal 2004
season in which they managed to
score only five touchdowns.
According to Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchina, “We’ve had to
do some things on offense to take
advantage of our personnel, to adjust
to what defenses are now doing. They
are very aggressive, very blitz conscience. We have changed pretty much
to a spread offense from the Wing
“T”, which we have been since 1997.
I was very happy with most of the
kids’ commitment over the summer
not to go through what we went
through last year.”
From time to time, Tranchina also
may run a no-huddle offensive scheme
to, “Just try to get defenses out of our

faces so we can have a chance to
move the ball.”
Senior Tri-Captains Andrew
Shaffer, Nick DaRosa and Cowles
Stewart figure heavily into the offensive equation.
“Our leadership from our captains
has been great. Right now, everything
is very encouraging,” said Tranchina.
DaRosa will assume the quarterback position with Shaffer in the
backfield and Stewart opening up
holes from his lineman’s position.
“He’s healthy. He’s strong. He’s
confident and he has shown really
well in our scrimmages throwing the
ball,” Tranchina said of DaRosa. “Andrew is running the ball really well.
He runs better out of the “I” formation than he did as a Wing “T” halfback.”
In addition to Shaffer and senior
Willy Jenkins, the Blue Devils have
several reserve running backs in juniors Peter Cornell, Tyrell Simmons,
Ryan Yarusi and Mike Henry.

“In our league, we are probably
slower than most of the teams. I think
speed is the name of the game in this
conference,” said Tranchina. “Our
speed is good. It’s not bad at all. We
have enough speed to hang in there.”
Emerging toward the top of the
wide receiver and ends list are seniors
Jayshawn King, Eric Scrudato and
Terron Rogers and juniors Tom
Bonard, Pete Antonelli and Davon
Wise. Others in the mix are: seniors
Ryan Sharkey, John Gagliano, Andrew Petrsoric and Brandon
Simmons, juniors Joe Simone, Sean
Ferro and Kyle Zeitounian and sophomore John Dugan.
“Terron has been great on both
sides of the ball. He has great hands
and the ability to go to the ball,”
commented Tranchina.
The 300-lb+ Stewart will head the
offensive line along with seniors Bob
Mroz and Pete Protogiannis and juniors Santo Nardi, Bill Harbaugh, Joe
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

RUNNERS IN THE MIX:
Seniors: Meg Driscoll, Rachel
Barrett, Jillian Hobson, Jayne Ruotolo,
Amy Santoriello, Carly Oliff
Juniors: Jen Danielsson, Nicole
DiBenedetto, Ayn Wisler, Kim Legones
Sophomores: Rose Driscoll,
Marissa Mumford, Caitlin Burke
Freshmen: Liz McCarthy

Hornish added, “This is going to be
a very competitive season. Not only
is Scotch Plains talented but their
program is reinvigorated. That’s a
very positive thing and they are to be
complimented for that. Therefore, we
look at them as people looked at us.
We have to prove ourselves against
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL GRIDDERS WORKING ON DEFENSE…The Westfield High school football team work hard on defense
during a practice session on September 1.
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Devil’s Den

St. Joseph Beats St. Mark, 10-1, for St. Bart’s Title
See Story in September 15 Issue

Top 10 Reasons to Root
For ’05-06 Blue Devils
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING SAFELY HOME…St. Joseph’s Amilcar Monroy slides safely home as Blaise catcher Gregg Swidersky catches
the relay in the Saints Division championship game.

JOSEPH’S ‘D’ KILLS 4 RALLIES WITH 4 DOUBLE PLAYS

St. Joes Head to Title Game,
Smother St. Blaise Men, 12-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All season, St. Joseph held the number 1 spot in the Saints Division of the
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League. On August 31, the Joe boys
proved they deserved that spot by
smothering St. Blaise, 12-3, in the
division title game at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains to advance to the
league championship game on Labor
Day.
Eleven players contributed to St.
Joe’s 16-hit bombardment, with five
getting two hits, but the highlight of
the game was their defense that turned
four double plays (DP) to quell four
St. Blaise rallies. Amidst three of the
DPs was second baseman Mike Jonny,
who enlisted assistance from pitcher
Tony Blasi and first baseman Bill
Mirto in the second inning, shortstop
Amilcar Monroy and first baseman
Larry Shaub in the fourth inning and
Mirto and third baseman Rick
Wustefeld in the sixth. Wustefeld initiated a third-to-first DP in the third
inning. Jonny also made a fine running grab in shallow right.
Centerfielder Bob Guy made two fine
snags for the Blaisers and rightfielder
Tom Straniero made a sliding grab in
the first inning.
Jonny was also slick with the stick,

going 2-for-3 with two RBI and two
runs scored. Monroy doubled, singled
and scored twice, George Gracia
ripped a two-run double and scored
twice, Shaub slapped a pair of RBI
singles, Jim Parker singled twice and
scored once and Bob Elmi had a pair
of singles. Damon Roth rapped an
RBI double and scored.
Tom Sherwin and Guy each had
two hits for Blaise and Chris Meehan
smacked a two-run double. Frank
Samuelian and Gerry Spitzer each
had a single and a run scored and Pat
Luongo scored the other Blaiser run.
The Blaisers registered two hits in
five of the innings but failed to plate
runs due to double plays. After Blasi
grabbed a chopper to initiate the first
DP to end the second inning, Roth
shouted, “Tony! That’s the way,
baby!”
In the fourth, Jonny called off Blasi
to initiate his first DP.
“I had that all the way. That’s why
I called him off,” explained Jonny.
Acting the cheerleader, in the bottom of the first, Roth rooted, “Lot of
hits, guys! We are playing a good
team.”
The Joe boys rocked the Blaise
backward with six runs on eight hits
in that inning. Roth had his RBI
double, Jonny added a two-run single,

Monroy doubled, Gracia drilled his
two-run double and Shaub sizzled an
RBI single.
Getting into the rooting mode in
the third inning, Jim Kelk (1-for-2, 1
run) cooed, “Let’s roll some through.”
Mirto muttered, “Mike! Nice level
swing!”
Jonny leveled a single to left and
Monroy walked. Wustefeld grounded
out to short as Jonny bolted home and
Monroy later scored to put St. Joe up,
8-0.
In the fourth, Dean Talcott tagged
an RBI single and Kevin Marron
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to make
the score 10-0. An inning later,
Shaub’s RBI single and Elmi’s
grounder that was mishandled upped
the score to 12-0.
As St. Joe strolled to man their
defensive positions in the sixth,
Monroy reminded his team, “It’s all
about defense!”
His reminder seemed to fall upon
deaf ears as the usually rock-solid
defense temporarily turned into mush
mixed with arthritic knuckles, allowing the Blaise to blaze with three
runs. Ironically, the final DP of the
game prevented the blaze from getting out of control.
St. Blaise
St. Joseph
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It’s September, that time of the year
when a brand-new optimism-filled year
of sports is about to being at Westfield
High School. Last year was not a year that
will be long remembered at WHS, though
it was hardly a bad year at most schools.
Still, as the 2005-06 scholastic season
begins, here are 10 reasons (in chronological order) why it’s gonna be a great
year to be a Blue Devils fan.
The new field at Kehler Stadium: It’s
very functional, very attractive and will
serve the football, soccer, lacrosse and
track teams, making it a showplace (if we
could ever get permanent lights put up, it
would REALLY be a showcase).
Cowles Stewart: Has the ability and
attitude to be the school’s finest lineman
ever … and that’s saying something.
Andrew Shaffer: A throwback kind of
athlete, a footballer/wrestler who goes
all-out all the time.
Jeff Perrella: A late bloomer and soccer convert who has developed into one of
the state’s premier distance runners.
Anna Koehler and Erin Roudabush:
Two of the top players in New Jersey, and
both just juniors, they could lead Bev
Torok’s volleyballers deep into the state
tournament.
Pat Daurio: The school’s first junior
All-American swimmer since Darren
Hertell and Dave Schwartz, he’ll display
his versatility as the team looks for its
record 21st state championship.
Erin Miller and Company: The WHS
girls basketball team has the potential to
blossom into a powerhouse, with the
sharp-shooting sophomore leading the
way.
Mike Murray, Tom Ricciuti and Mike
Diaz: If he avoids senior-itis, and he will
avoid it, Murray will finish rewriting those
parts of the school’s baseball record book
he hasn’t already done. Sometimes lost in
Murray’s shadow, Ricciuti and Diaz will
be four-year starters at shortstop and second base for coach Bob Brewster.
Kris Fietkiewicz, Mary Kate Flannery,
Jillian Olsen: Up the middle at shortstop,
centerfield and catcher, coach Tara
Pignoli’s softball team will be as strong as
any WHS softball team has ever been.
Kevin Shallcross, Ravi Netravali, Evan
Eisenberg, Brian Kender and Jack
Trimble: It’s been 17 years since the
WHS boys tennis team won a state Group
4 title … that streak could end this spring
with these guys.
SUMMER READING
Mrs. Mary Learish, my old English
teacher, would have been proud. Some 42
years after leaving her, she would be
shocked at how much her former student
delinquent read this summer. Here’s a
capsule of some very, very good summer
reading (on a one * to five ***** grading
system).
Oscar Robertson: The Big O, By Oscar
Robertson: Maybe the game’s all-around
greatest player ever, from Crispus Attucks
High School to the NBA. ****
The Ticket Out, By Michael Sokolove:
The story of ex-Mets phenom Darryl
Strawberry and his very talented high
school baseball team, trying to use baseball to escape Los Angeles and the gang
life. ****

Ted Williams, By Leigh Montville: If
you like baseball, this is maybe the alltime baseball book by one of the country’s
best writers. *****
Home and Away, By Carl Becker: A
look at semiprofessional and professional
football in its infancy, along the Ohio
River in the 1920s. ****
When I Was Cool, By Sam Kashner: A
child of the ‘’70s gets to live the life of his
beatnik dreams at the Kerouac School of
Poetry. ****
The Eighty-Yard Run, By Theron
Hopkins: Capsule looks at some of
America’s top high school football programs. ****
Prof Blood and the Wonder Teams, By
Charles (Chic) Hess: Back in the 1920s,
Passaic High School’s basketball team
won 159—yes, one hundred fifty nine—
straight games. The coach was later basically asked to leave. Even back then there
was political intrigue on the scholastic
sports level. ****
Joe K, A Biography of Joe Kasberger,
By Dennis Joyce: An amazing tale of the
legendary coach, who “commuted” from
Oregon to coach at St. Benedict’s Prep in
Newark. ****
Joseph Coviello: Master Mentor, By
Warren Wolf: The state’s all-time
winningest football coach (at Brick) turns
author to reminisce about his old coach.
***
Slide Kelly Slide, By Marty Appel:
Fantastic read about Mike (King) Kelly,
one of the great baseball players in the
late 19th century. ***
Havana Heat, Darryl Brock: Interesting novel by the author of “If I Never Get
Back.” ****
Baseball’s Forgotten Heroes, By Tony
Salin: Guys you’ve never heard of, who
did something historic at some point.
Very cool stuff. ****
Last Train to Memphis, By Peter
Guralnick: Perhaps the ultimate book on
the “early days” of Elvis, and how Colonel Parker took over his life. ****
Unforgivable Blackness, By Geoffrey
Ward: Heavyweight champion Jack
Johnson comes across as Muhammad Ali,
with an attitude. An amazing timepiece of
a racist America in the early days of the
20th century. *****
Black Ajax, By George MacDonald
Fraser: A story of America’s Tom
Mollineaux, a black boxer in the 1800s
who took on the best in England. ****
Red Grange, By John Carroll: A look at
the man who left college to help the NFL
start on the road to becoming the huge
thing it’s become. ****
Unbeaten, Untied, Uninvited, By
Kristine Setting Clark: The 1951 University of San Francisco may have been the
most talented team in college football
history. Three NFL Hall of Famers, five
Pro Bowlers, and 11 players who made it
in the NFL. They went 10-0, didn’t go to
a bowl game and the school dropped the
sport. ****
The Dark Prince of Baseball, By Donald
Dewey and Nicholas Acocella: The rise
of first baseman Hal Chase in the early
1900s … and the fall into darkness. *****
Monsters of the Midway, By Jim Dent:
The Chicago Bears and player/coach

George Halas, in the early days of professional football. ****
Rammer Jammer, Yellow Hammer, By
Warren St. John: A New York Times
writer takes a fall off and travels the south
via Trailer Home following the Crimson
Tide of Alabama’s football team. ****
So, how’d you spend your summer?
DEN TRIVIA
Joe Kasberger (football, baseball) and
Prof Blood (basketball) coached at St.
Benedict’s during the 1940s. What
Westfield resident played football under
Kasperger and basketball for Blood at St.
Benedict’s during the 1948-49 school
year? Hint: He also had four sons play
football or wrestle for WHS coaching
legend Gary Kehler.
LEGION UPDATE
The Westfield American Legion baseball team had an 11-10 record this summer. Third-year coach Bob Gardella’s
team won a playoff game against Scotch
Plains, but fell to Springfield in a game
that could’ve advanced it to the state
tournament.
The Westfield team is mostly comprised of “next year’s WHS varsity” players. But Gardella had to deal with only
occasional appearances from WHS tricaptains Mike Murray, Tom Ricciuti and
Mike Diaz, along with Jay Anderson,
who were also playing on AAU and travel
teams.
“The kids this summer leaned to stick
together and to make more from less,”
Gardella said. “They stayed positive and
made a positive season from what easily
could have been a disaster.”
P/cf Craig Ellis, 1b Alex Zierler, ss
Josh Gerckens and p/of Brandon Cuba—
all key players for WHS this past spring—
were the Legion leaders. Ellis hit .507 and
led in RBI (11) and stolen bases (11)
while posting a 2-2 pitching record and
striking out 33 batters in 36 innings. Zierler
had a .451 average, 19 RBI and 10 extra
base hits (six doubles, four triples).
Gerckens batted .367, while Cuba was at
.304, with a 4-1 pitching record and 30
K’s in 31 innings.
Dave Kaplow filled in at catcher when
Murray wasn’t there and did a fine defensive job, though hitting just .227.
Three players brought up from the Junior team were a huge help for Gardella.
Joe Schurig played third base and hit
.417, driving in 18 runs in half a season.
Kevin Hennessey played second base and
hit .500 while versatile Kyle Zeitounian’s
.267 average belied his importance to the
team as he played the outfield, third, first
and second.
Cuba also played on a team from Monroe, Middlesex County, that recently went
7-1 and won the Rhode Island Showcase
in West Warwick. He hit over .500, pitched
and played right field.
NEED YOUR HELP
Working on a history of sports at a high
school as old and tradition-rich as
Westfield is a tough job. And even somebody who loves doing this “work” can use
some help. So, it’d be great if anybody out
there could help with these two items:
Sports Illustrated’s Faces in the Crowd:
Who from Westfield, and/or WHS, has
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

FANWOOD

$439,900

Comfortable and convenient! This 3 Bedroom, 2.5 bath home is
located on a cul-de-sac, close to town and transportation. It offers
an Eat-In Kitchen with Corian counters, Sub-Zero and Jennair, deck,
Family Room with sliders to yard, central air conditioning, newer
furnace and HWH.

WESTFIELD

$1,095,000

Move right into this wonderful Westfield vintage Colonial/Victorian
with wrap-around porch. Home offers 9 spacious rooms and
includes 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, large up-to-date Kitchen, central
air conditioning and more. Beautiful, deep lot and great walk to
town, schools and train location.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$739,000

Location! Location! Location! Immaculate Custom/Colonial on a
cul-de-sac, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Family Room, Florida Room,
central air conditioning and lovely, private yard.

MOUNTAINSIDE

CALL FOR PRICE

Primavera Estates at Mountainside breaks ground. Relive the graceful
elegance of the Grand Victorian to the majestic style of a country
manor estate. Only 4 of 6 Custom homes remain.

FANWOOD

$545,000

A rare find! Roomy and rare two-family in Fanwood. The first floor
apartment feels like a house with large rooms, hardwood floors, new
Eat-In Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms, basement and deck. The 2nd unit
features 2 Bedrooms and new bath. All new electric, plumbing,
roof, windows, furnace and HWH.

WESTFIELD

$1,595,000

Perfection plus! Exceptional “Wychwood” Colonial. Sophisticated
and charming. Handsome detail. Exquisite workmanship. Ten
rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 stunning baths, 3 fireplaces, gourmet Kitchen
and so much more. All in outstanding condition!

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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ALICHE, BENDER NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Girls Sight
U. C. Tennis Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNDERSTANDING BY EXAMPLE…Westfield Head Coach Maggie McFadden
demonstrates the finer techniques in controlling the stick to her young field
hockey team. Expectations for a good season are high.

MANETTI, CASSIDY, DEFAZIO TO LEAD

WF Girls Eye Promising
Field Hockey Season
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
Field Hockey team struggled for victories last year, however, much better
things appear on be on the horizon,
despite the loss of numerous seniors,
according to Head Coach Maggie
McFadden. The Devils will feature a
horde of new faces and the expectations may prove to be much higher.
“We’re looking to be a better team
this year. The girls have played a lot
of hockey over the summer and have
worked hard on their physical conditioning, so they may become athletically stronger. We’re hoping that carries over to the field, however, they
are inexperienced and it may take
some time for them to gel,” said
McFadden. “We’re still trying to figure out who is playing where, so we
don’t have a set team at this point. We
have many girls playing at the varsity
level without experience, so that’s a
challenge; however, I believe we have
the makings of a fairly good team.”
McFadden believes the team will
need to rely heavily on senior TriCaptain offensive forward Justine
Cassidy who brings offensive experience, senior Tri-Captain defensive
wizard Samantha Manetti and senior
Tri-Captain Becky DeFazio, who sustained a pre-season injury, but is expected back, to lead the blend of this
year’s team.
“The younger girls are doing really
well and we have set pretty high expectations for ourselves,” said
Cassidy. “We are focusing on accurate passing, conditioning and maintaining motivation.”
“We’re looking pretty good thus

SCOTCH PLAINS

far,” added Manetti. “We have a pretty
good forward line so I believe it will
be a pretty a good season.”
“Despite the fact that we lost many
seniors, our defensive line appears to
be pretty good and we’re playing well
together,” said DeFazio. “Natalia
Mavrogiannis will step up and assume the goal tending position.
“Nat, as a keeper at the JV level
stepped in and played really well last
year and has shown a lot of improvement,” said McFadden. Also look for
Katherine Taylor, the wild card in the
deck, to make a good showing. “She’s
been working as a goalkeeper for
several years but was sidelined most
of last year with a knee injury. She
has yet to be on the field this year due
to a sprained ankle but I love to see
her out there and play some goal.”
Other senior veterans who will take
to the charge are Julie Bennett, Christine DeSerio and Eunice Park.
“The primary key for this team lies
in understanding how to move better
off ball and create space allowing
separation from their defenders so
they can receive balls in a good position to score,” said McFadden. “The
ultimate goal is to win. Having fun
and being athletic are by-products of
winning and we’re going to try to win
as many games as we can.”

SP Cobras 18U Girls
Tryouts September 10:
Tryouts for the 2005-2006 Cobras 18U fast pitch softball team
will be held on Saturday, September 10, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School varsity softball field.

Competition is fierce and the talent
level is high among the girls of
Westfield High School tennis team,
which is potentially a very good sign
for the season’s outlook. All but one
of the girls on last year’s varsity squad,
that placed second to Kent Place in
the Union County (UC) tournament,
have returned and all of the members
of the two doubles teams that won
individual UC titles will be competing, but with some changes.
Junior Nikki Reich has retained
her position at first singles and junior
Lindsay Goldberg has won the second singles position that was vacated
by Michelle Morawski who graduated last year. Junior Lane Maloney,
who teamed with Jessica Bender to
capture the UC first doubles crown,
has won the third singles position.
Senior Rachel Louie and sophomore Kim Morawski, who won the

UC second doubles crown last year,
have been competing with Bender, a
senior Co-Captain, and senior CoCaptain Lisa Aliche, who placed second at third singles last year, to determine the doubles slots.
“Everybody came back a little better player,” said Ed Tirone in his 11th
year as Blue Devil girls Head Coach.
“They are better than we were last
year and we were tough last year, so
with another year’s growth, our expectations are high. Now it’s a matter
of doing it.”
The Blue Devils were edged for the
UCT title, 72-64, by Kent Place and
will have gotten a good idea of their
strength after opening the season with
them on September 7.
“We will find out! We have all this
potential that we talk about. We have
all these good players back. Now we
have to go out on the court and do it,”
said Tirone. “See if we can put it
together!”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER BRIDGE TO CROSS…The Blue Devil cross-country team run in a
tight pack and feel that they have the goods to accomplish bigger and better things
this season. The competition amongst the boys is so intense that nearly every
position is up for grab.

MOST POSITIONS ARE UP FOR GRAB

Blue Devil XC Boys Have
Goods to Win UC Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHARPENING HER SKILLS…Junior Nikki Reich has retained her position as
the Blue Devils’ first singles player.

Devil XC Girls Dedicate Season to Clarkson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

them. We feel we have a good shot at
them but we are certainly not going to
dismiss them.”
Hornish also feels Cranford, led by
star Laura Gallo, will present quite a
challenge and the sleeper team will
be Summit with Samantha Lee.
“Laura is one of the top runners in
the county and the state,” he said.
The Blue Devil girls open their

Open House: Sun. 9/11 1-5PM

$898,900

invitational season at Lincoln Park in
Jersey City on Saturday, September
10, at the St. Dominic Invitational.
Their dual meet season begins on
September 13 at Warinanco Park in
Roselle against Scotch PlainsFanwood and Shabazz or Newark East
Side at 4:15 p.m.
“It’s good to have competition. It
inspires teams,” said Hornish.

MOUNTAINSIDE

Westfield High School boys crosscountry has exploded onto the New
Jersey radar screen since the Blue
Devils placed eighth in the Meet of
Champions last year and Jeff Perrella
came home with a sixth-place finish.
Most of that same pack has returned;
however, with the exception of
Perrella, the remainder of the top-7,
spots are up for grabs.
“Jeff Perrella is number one, after
that, the top seven will be wide open
because we have a lot of people who
have trained hard and it puts a lot of
pressure on the guys who are returning. It will make us a better team
overall,” stated Blue Devil Head
Coach Jack Martin. “We have three
sophomores, Alex Tarlow, Evan Friedman and Neil Fitzpatrick, who have
trained very hard over the summer.”
Martin also pointed out that, in
addition to the returning veterans,
seniors Greg Souders and Matt Harris and juniors Jon Meredith and Eric
Williams have made big gains.
“We have a lot more kids in the top
group and a lot running well,” added
Martin. “That will keep the pack
tighter and everybody happier.”
As Tri-Captains, Perrella, Kevin
Devaney and Ameer Rogers aim to
keep the 98 strong Blue Devils a
tightly knit pack that will be needed
in order to dethrone Cranford from its
perch as Union County (UC) champi-

Open House: Sun. 9/11 1-5PM

ons. It can be expected that Perrella
and Cougar Joe McKinney will be
vying for the individual title.
“Jeff has a good attitude and he
knows how to handle the pressure so
far, along as the newspapers and colleges don’t hound him too much,”
said Martin.
Assistant Coach Chris Tafelski, a
1997 WHS graduate and former crosscountry star who ran with six-time
MOC champ – winter track, spring
track and cross-country – Matt
Elmuccio, has been quite an asset,
helping coach Martin handle the large
Blue Devil team.
“Their work ethic is great. The
guys put in a terrific summer and they
are very serious about developing as
a team. They are in great shape and
they are enjoying being in great
shape,” said Tafelski. “The guys look
up to guys like Matt (Elmuccio) and
last year we had some guys run times
that put them on the (WHS) all-time
list. We had Jeff and Rob (Broadbent)
make the all-time list at Holmdel,
which was great because we haven’t
had anybody make that list since Matt.
They are seeing the results of their
hard work.”
With such a great showing at the
MOC last year, the Blue Devils have
more than just a UC title in mind.
“I hope that we can still peak at that
point and, hopefully, make it there
(MOC) again, but also maybe to be
there to win something,” Martin said.

$949,900

This 8 year old Center Hall Colonial is nestled on a professionally landscaped property. Specimen trees form a
natural border, framing a private yard with deck & riverstone patio. Attention to detail is apparent in the built-ins
flanking the living room fireplace, the formal dining room’s bow windows & sprawling kitchen with Viking stove,
maple cabinetry, pantry, built-in desk & custom butler’s pantry. 4 bedrooms, 1st floor office/bedroom & impeccably
finished basement complete this fabulous home. DIR: Lamberts Mill Rd. to Jacobs Lane #29 (052000511)

A beautiful updated nine-room Center hall Colonial located in a park like setting. This custom home features
spacious living room with fireplace, formal dining room with built-ins & custom crown moldings. The eat-in
kitchen features custom Rutt cabinets, Jenn-aire, granite countertop, pantry & a bay window overlooking a
beautifully landscaped yard & large patio. New family room with cathedral ceiling & many new features too
numerous to mention. DIR: Rt. 22 to New Providence Rd. lt on Partridge Rd. #291 (052000550)

Elegant Colonial
$1,400,000
Elegant Colonial built in 2003 by Needlepoint Homes. Spacious room, fabulous upgraded kitchen and
two and one half baths, four bedrooms, family room with stone fireplace, finished basement, office,
security and sprinkler systems, three car built-in garage. (052000539)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

Open House: Sun. 9/11 1-5PM

$749,000

Welcome home to 456 Birch Place, a lovely and spacious English Colonial, located on lush, park-like
property. This wonderful 4 bedroom, one and 1/2 bath home glows with the warmth of oak throughout,
hardwood floors, crown & toe molding, banisters, railings & an oversized mantle on the living room
fireplace. The formal dining room is reached through an archway which flows to the step-down den with
large windows, and newer eat-in kitchen. DIR: Dudley to Forest to Birch Pl. #456 (052000559)
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St. Bart’s Softball League
Division Playoff Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TRIO OF LEADERSHIP…Seniors Andrew Shaffer, left, Cowles
Stewart, center, and Nick DaRosa are set to lead the Blue Devil grid boys into an
exciting season on the new turf field at Kehler Stadium.

Blue Devil Footballers Work
On New Offensive Strategy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Schurig, Matt Ince, Sam Crawford,
Dan Johnson and Erik Anderson. Junior JT Sheehan will center the ball.
“Our offensive line has some good
size and they are good athletes, like
Cowles. He is a 300-pound kid who
moves well and Santo, a big kid who
moves well. Then we have some
quicker guys like Willy Harbaugh,
not as big, but very strong,” said
Tranchina. “Defensively, we are doing the same thing. We’re going to try
to be simple and work on being more
aggressive and more physical.”
The outside linebacker position is,
“up for grabs,” according to Tranchina
with Shaffer, Cornell, senior Steve
Markowski, juniors CJ Patella and Jack
Meagher and sophomore Joe Vallllobera grasping for the spots. Tyrell
Simmons, Harbaugh, Zeitounian and
seniors Joe Corea and Bryan Levine
will vie for middle linebacker.
King, Rogers, Jenkins, Bonard,
Antonelli, Yarusi, Bonard and senior
Marcus Graham are candidates for
the corner and safety positions. The
previously named offensive linemen
along with senior John Chananie will
vie for defensive line time.
Special team efforts make up onethird of the game of football and Bonard
seems to have wrapped up all the kicking duties with Antonelli holding for
field goals and extra points. All the
speedsters may get their opportunity
for punt and kickoff returns.
“Special teams is key man! Any
close game, it’s special teams. Special teams can turn a game around,”
emphasized Tranchina.
The new turf field with the big “W”

at the 50-yard line certainly has given
the Blue Devil coaches and players a
hopeful attitude.
“The kids are excited! We are all
excited! It’s nice to know that we can
have a good, safe field all the time,
permanently lined, not have to worry
about rain. If it’s raining, we can still
play with all of our sports. I hope our
kids play with a lot of pride. I think
they will,” concluded Tranchina.
The Blue Devils open in Old Bridge
tomorrow, September 9, at 7 p.m.
then face rival and host Scotch PlainsFanwood on Saturday, September 17,
at 1 p.m. before opening on Westfield
turf against Malcolm X. Shabazz on
Saturday, October 1, at 1 p.m.

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results:
A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association of
Scotch Plains announced the results
of the 100% Handicap Stroke Tournament held August 30.
FLIGHT A:
Low Gross: Marge Grimmer 47
Low Net: Fil Scuderi 32
Second: Kathy Sjonell 33
Third: Linnea Rhodes/Grimmer/Ronnie
Buob 34
FLIGHT B:
Low Gross: Alice Yorks 48
Low Net: Yorks 29
Second: Alice Callahan/Tania Dente 31
FLIGHT C:
Low Gross: Mary Ann Schuler/Dolores
Veghte 66
Low Net: Veghte 37
Second: Schuler 40
Third: Olga Rose 44
Low Putts: Elsie Blanchette #10
Chip-in: Blanchette #5

ANGELS DIVISION:
Game 1: St. Anthony 10, St. Nicholas 2
A supercharged St. Anthony received key contributions from Dennis Vuono (1 single, 1 HR & 3 RBI)
and Nate Mangiris (1 single, 1 HR &
4 RBI). Also helping the cause were
Captain Tony Perconte, Harry
Semple, Brian Williams, Don
Rowbotham and Tommy Henderson.
Pitcher John Chupko allowed just
eight hits for “Old St. Nick’s” team.
Game 2: St. Anthony 23, St. Jude 4
“Tony’s Tigers” registered 27 hits.
Leading the way were Captain Tony
Perconte (4 RBI), Tom Mangiove (3
hits, 3 RBI & 3 runs) and the omnipresent Nate Mangiris (4 hits & 4
runs). Sluggers for St. Jude with a
multi-hit game were Pat Enright, Pat
Nigro, Pete Glock and Al Rezza.
Game 3: St. Anthony 19, St. Luke 8
Captain Luke “Skywalker” Fugett’s
team did not “feel the force”. Where’s
Yoda or a Whookie when you need
them? For St. Anthony, Captain Tony
Perconte had four hits and Harry Semple
and John Chupko each had three hits.
Scott Smith had three hits and Bill
McKinney had two hits for St. Luke.
Game 4: St. Mark 6, St. Anthony 2

St. Anthony’s luck ran out at the
hand of the League’s team with the
best record. For the Marksmen, Kevin
Woodring had two doubles and Glen
Walz had three hits. St. Anthony had
seven hits, including two by Harry
Semple. St. Anthony played more
games than any other team in the
league this season.
SAINTS DIVISION:
Game 1: St. Stephen 5, St. Aloysius 1
Jim Sacca and John Gordon each
had two hits for St. Stephen. For St.
Aloysius, Steve Brainard had a pair
of hits.
Game 2: St. Stephen 12, St. Anne 8
St. Stephen’s Frank Marrero, John
Gordon, Tom Reade and Paul Leso
lashed three hits each. Anne’s Scott
Curtis had multi-hits.
Game 3: St. Blaise 13, St. Stephen 6
Frank Samuelian (3 hits, 2 RBI & 3
runs), Gerry Spitzer (2 doubles & 4
RBI), Chris Meehan (2 hits) and Bob
Guy (2 hits) led the Blaisers. For St.
Stephen Frank Marrero and Keith
Gibbons each had two hits.
Game #4: St. Joseph 12, St. Blaise 3
See exclusive story.

WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

The final standings of the WTA Men’s
Masters Singles ladder are listed below. Six players obtained the five games
or more that are required to qualify for
the post season.
Chris Wendel won the most active
award with 14 matches posted by the
end of the period doubling the second
place finisher in that category. Don
Dohm won the regular season title with
victories over Mike McGlynn and Chris
Wendel in the last reporting period.
1. Don Dohm (6) *
2. Mike McGlynn (7) *
3. Hank Koehler (6) *
4. Henry Williams (5) *
5. Chris Wendel (14) *
6. Joe Donnolo (3) *
7. Jeff Connolly (5) *
8. Dewey Rainville (1) *
9. Bob Kolesik (2)
*reported match played in reporting
period
(#) number of matches reported played
this year

The playoffs started on September 6.
With six qualifying, the top two seeds
received a bye. Seed #3 (Koehler) plays
seed #6 (Connolly), and seed #4 (Williams) plays seed #5 (Wendel), with all
rounds to 8 as during the season, except
for the finals, which are best two of
three sets. Dohm plays the winner of
the Williams vs. Wendel match in the
semis, and McGlynn plays the winner
of the Koehler vs. Connolly match in
the other semifinal.

Devils Den
ever been a face in the crowd? And would
anybody have a copy of the issue that
these “Faces” appeared? I know of John
Ketcham in a 1970 issue and Gary Kehler
in I believe a 1990 or ’91 issue, but a) are
there more “faces” and, b) can I get a copy
of the issue?
Minor leaguers: I’m trying to compile
a list of WHS players who have either
been drafted or signed by a major league
baseball team, or played minor league
baseball at some point. Here’s a semichronological list of players whom I believe would be on the final list: Mount
Howarth, Red MacCloskey, Rudy Stanzel,
Dave Townley, Sam Mitchell, Bob List,
Jeff Torborg, Dick Myers, Greg Chlan,
Ken Stith, Don Anderson, Bobby Flynn,
Steve Tebbetts, Bobby Jester, Monte
Turner, Jeff Stember, Kevin Stock, Drew
Keehn and Kris Williams. But I need
some kind of verification for many of
these: a baseball card, newspaper articles
from a scrapbook, etc.
Thanks in advance for any help you can
give me. Just contact me at the address
below.
TRIVIA ANSWER
Bob Brewster Sr., a three-sport standout
at Newark’s Central High School, did a
post-grad year at St. Benedict’s. He is the
father of WHS baseball coach Bob
Brewster Jr., and three other sons—Brad,
Daryl and Roger—who were also WHS
athletes.
Devil’s Den appears Thursday in The
Westfield Leader during the scholastic
sports season. We welcome your comments
and
suggestions
at
bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POWERFUL PUBMAN…Fleet-footed Ron Kulik has consistently been the
hammer man with the bat for Antone’s Pub & Grill.

Antone’s, Awnings, Creative Get
UC 50+ Softball League Titles
All of the top-seeded teams in their
respective divisions emerged victorious in the Union County Senior 50+
Softball League. Antone’s Pub & Grill
defeated D&K Associates in three
games to win the 50+ A Division title,
Awnings Galore bankrupt Northwestern Mutual in two game to capture the
B Division title and Creative Industries, with a two-game sweep over
L.A. Law, won the Super Senior 60+
title for the fifth straight year.
50+ A DIVISION:
Game 1: D&K Associates 7,
Antone’s 6
Frank Ciampi’s grand-slam home
run was the decisive blow.

Sean Elliott Clinches
Golf Player of Year
BEDMINSTER – Westfield’s Sean
Elliott clinched Player of the Year
honors in the Boys 10-11 Group by
winning the New Jersey Junior Golf
Competition’s year-end championship
at Fiddlers Elbow Country Club in
Bedminster on August 31 with a twoday score of 75. The event was the
culmination of the NJJGC’s 23-event
summer season.
Mike Forman of Westfield won the
Boys 14-15 Group at Fiddlers Elbow
with a combined score of 159. Yong
Wang of Mahwah was second with a
161 effort, which also gave him enough
points to clinch Player of the Year
honors in this age group.
The NJJGC Summer Tour featured
a point system which determined the
players of the year in each age group.
Points were awarded for first through
fifth places on a 10-7-5-3-1 basis. Twoday tournaments were awarded points
of 20-14-10-6-2.

Game 2: Antone’s 19, D&K Associates 2
Ron Kulik cracked four hits, Bob
D’Meo rapped three hits and pitcher
Don Pencinger poked three hits, including a three-run homer.
Game 3: Antone’s 12, D&K Associates 11
In the top of the 7th-inning, with 2outs and his team clinging to a onerun lead, Antone’s leftfielder Randy
Tenhengel threw-out the potential
tying-run at home-plate with a perfect throw. Ron Kulik led the victors
with three hits, including a two-run
homer.
50+B DIVISION:
Game 1: Awnings Galore 20,
Northwest Mutual 11
Awnings combined power with
masterful hitting to take this game
dominated by the steady hitting of
both teams.
Game 2: Awnings Galore 18,
Northwest Mutual 2
Awnings banged out 22 hits to support the solid pitching of Tom Paskow.
60+ DIVISION:
Game 1: Creative Industries 15,
L.A. Law 4
Ray Cozzarelli and George Merlo
paced Creative with three hits apiece.
The key hit was a grand-slam HR by
Cozzarelli.
Game 2: Creative Industries 16,
L.A. Law 6
Karl Grossmann blasted a grandslam homer to go along with his four
hits. Demo Cervelli and George Merlo
added three hits apiece to support the
outstanding team defense and stingy
pitching of Dom Deo who, for the
second game in a row, silenced the
potent bats of the Law men.
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“Your Jersey Shore Connection”
Spring Lake-Sea Girt
Manasquan-Belmar
Susan Linky
732-614-7079

Diane Turton, Realtors

Doris Baril
732-995-3088

732-449-4441
1216 Third Ave., Spring Lake, NJ 07762

GRAND OPENING THIS WEEKEND
SATURDAY 9/10 & SUNDAY 9/11
At Heather Glen in Scotch Plains, active adult homebuyers
will find spacious homes with smartly designed floorplans
that are a step up from other active adult communities.
These spacious homes of up to 2,843 square feet are
loaded with upscale standard features that include nine-foot
first floor ceilings, hardwood floors, granite countertops,
energy efficient Andersen® windows, sumptuous first floor
master suites and more. Best of all you’ll live less than two
miles from downtown Westfield and midtown direct train
service to Manhattan. Heather Glen is convenient to fine
shops and boutiques, gourmet restaurants, parks, golf
courses, the Mall at Short Hills, the Garden State Parkway
and Route 22. Nearer still are on-site amenities including a
pool and clubhouse, which is scheduled to open summer
2006. Move up to the unmatched style, design and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union County’s
premier active adult lifestyle community.

Divine Design
Westfield…Thoughtfully designed, this 3 Bedroom home boasts an open and airy floor plan. Graced with an entry
foyer, this unique layout features a brand new eat-in kitchen with granite countertops and cherry cabinetry. The grade
level family room opens to an updated powder room and laundry room. Sunlight streams into the Living and Dining
Rooms adding warmth and light to the more formal areas of the home. The updated main bath is directly accessible
from both the Master Bedroom and hall, making everyday living easy and carefree. Situated on a large lot, this home is
ideally located within walking distance to the elementary, middle, and high schools. In addition, Tamaques Park with
all its recreational facilities and walking trails is just a stone’s throw away.

Well designed with the perfect location...this home won’t last long at $599,900!
Visit my website at www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour

Single family homes from $595,000
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.
Artist’s Rendering
NEW HOMES FROM:

BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITED

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Westfield
$1,395,000
Classic CHC on quiet cul-de-sac. State of the art kitchen
w/palladium windows, family room fireplace, rec rm and
more. WSF0699

Westfield
$595,000
Outdoor paradise. 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath split with newer
baths and many updates. Great yard with patio/party area
& more. WSF0723

Westfield
$1,899,000
Richly appointed. 12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. Close
to New York City transportation. Still time to add
personal touches. WSF0816

Westfield
$1,595,000
Thoughtful architecture executed with superior craftsmanship.
5 bedrooms, 5 baths, finished basement. WSF0069

Westfield
$659,900
Deceivingly spacious. 4 bedrooms, 21’x13’ eat-in kitchen,
2 full baths, family room, deck and more. Near park and
schools. WSF0573

Westfield
$599,900
Open and airy 3 bedroom split near park & within walking
distance to schools. Brand new kitchen, updated baths.
WSF0774

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Stamler PD Academy Recruit
Awarded P.B.A. Scholarship

Recent
Home Sales
Weichert
Westfield:
Martha Mayer to Jeffrey Nicholson,
420 Roanoke Road, $775,000.
Lawrence I. and Susan L. Kaplan
to Jonathan Gabriel, 801 Lenape Trail,
$1,200,000.
Paul and Gail Grigaux to Brian and
Elissa Scholder, 288 Seneca Place,
$655,000.
Robert B. and Ann J. Doll to Tomasz
J. and Joanna C. Ratajczak, 625 Maple
Street, $719,000.
Yuval I. and Revital Wellisch to
Robert M. and Kathleen M. Gorelick,
526 Kimball Turn, $1,170,000.
Timothy B. and Debra A. Day to
David and Heather Bloch, 756 Oak
Avenue, $565,000.
D. Scott and Susan M. Robertson
to Robert Garrison and Erika J. Vargas,
715 Kimball Avenue, $640,000.
Scott and Mara Zilberberg to Steven
and Elizabeth Isser, 516 Kimball Avenue, $880,000.
Sean T. and Jennifer L. Coakley to
Richard Buontempo, 720-722 South

Avenue, West, $450,000.
Michelle Tobert to Thomas M. and
Mary Kiernan, 635 Nottingham Place,
$830,000.
Ernesto and Draia Perez to Weichert
Relocation Resources, Inc., 401
Tremont Avenue, $760,000.
Weichert Relocation Resources,
Inc. to Carlos and Anne P. Lundt, 401
Tremont Avenue, $760,000.
Anthony L. and Salome M. Vallaro
to J. Garrett and Lesley A. Ferris, 501
Street, $657,000.
John J. and Judy Debole to Cai Li,
745 Third Avenue, $680,000.
Gerald F. and Mary Lou Anton to
Christopher J. and Colleen A. Ceraso,
16 Settlers Lane, $1,350,000.
Christopher and Colleen Ceraso to
Helene H. Federgreen, 47 Doris Parkway, $489,900.
The Pelton Family Trust to Bella
Properties, LLC, 632 Green Briar
Court, $460,000.
Frances Witkin to Ronen and
Elynne Gold, 224 Massachusetts
Street, $519,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
Police Academy Alternate Route recruit Kimberly Raguse of North
Plainfield had two surprises on August 31. The first was when Union
County Prosecutor’s Office P.B.A.
Local No. 250 officers called her to
the front of the room to receive a
$1,230 scholarship. The second was
when her 92 classmates gave her a
standing ovation.
The presentation of the check was
made at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains, where
Recruit Raguse is a member of Police
Academy Class 93’s basic police
training class. The members of this
Police Benevolent Association recently created this scholarship to
honor one of their own fallen sisters –
Sergeant Paula Lerman, who lost a
long battle with cancer in 1993.
“We are honored to present this
first scholarship award to Recruit
Raguse,” said Detective James C.
Russo, P.B.A. President. “Sergeant
Lerman, who actually designed the
first ‘Land of Secrets’ interview room
for child abuse victims, was a pioneer in the field of child advocacy
and a warm and highly regarded fellow law enforcement officer. We are
pleased to honor her in such a way
that also can help ease some of the
financial pressure an Alternate Route
recruit faces.”
He noted that this scholarship is
intended for an Alternate Route fe-

male recruit who currently is attending the academy. The scholarship
recipient is selected from all female
Alternate Route recruits, who are
asked to submit an application, replete with an essay on why she wants
to be a police officer, he said.
P.B.A. officers making the presentation included Detectives Russo,
Vincent G. Gagliardi, Treasurer, and
William Mannix, State Delegate.
The Police Academy’s Alternate
Route program enables selected candidates to participate in the New
Jersey Police Training Commission
Basic Course for Police Officers
without first being appointed to a
municipal or county police agency.
The Alternate Route recruit pays his
or her own $1,285 tuition for the 20week class, which starts in July and
culminates in graduation in midDecember.
P.B.A. Local No. 250 was chartered in 1972. Currently, over 70
detectives with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office are members.
This fraternal organization fosters
brotherhood and sisterhood amongst
its members, and “has emphasized
taking care of its own and other law
enforcement officers who suffer
hardship or who are in need,” Detective Russo said.

Weichert

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER…John Stamler Police Academy recruit Kimberly
Raguse is presented with a check by, from left to right, Union County Prosecutor’s
Office P.B.A. Local No. 250 Treasurer Vincent G. Gagliardi, State Delegate
William Mannix, and P.B.A. President James C. Russo.

Donations Collected At Two Local Libraries
SCOTCH PLAINS – “Neighbor to
Neighbor,” a community program to
generate increased donations to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry,
was launched on Labor Day.
Conceived and spearheaded by
Gary Herzberg, a Scotch PlainsFanwood High School senior,
“Neighbor to Neighbor” is providing collection bins for donations at

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Holly Cohen
• Top Lister & Top Production, Month of August
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

the Scotch Plains and Fanwood libraries. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, while the Fanwood Memorial Library is at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry assists several dozen households in the two towns, who rely on
donations to the food pantry.

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on August 24, 2005 granted approval for variances to allow for driveway widening and
construction of a three car detached garage to Mr. Michael DiIorio, for property at
441 La Grande Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey being Block 94, Lot 26.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. Michael DiIorio
441 La Grande Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/8/05, The Times
Fee: $17.34

Holly Cohen
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Holly Cohen in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Westfield . . . Welcome to 932 Harding Street. This charming Colonial boasts the
very best of quality craftsmanship combined with a warm & cozy atmosphere that
feels like home. Enjoy its sunlit living room with bowed window & fireplace, formal
dining room, eat-in kitchen, three generous bedrooms & screened porch & deck
overlooking a spectacular 50 x 170 property. Set on a tranquil tree lined street
ending in a cul de sac yet moments from picturesque downtown, recreation, schools
& transportation. 932 Harding Street has it all! Visit today! $549,000 (052000525)

Mountainside . . . Welcome to 13 Endor Lane located in the lovely Mountainside community
bordering Echo Lake golf course in Wychwood. This gracious Center Entry Colonial sits
on a tranquil cul de sac and boasts a generous floor plan which includes a spacious 1st
floor family room with french doors to a delightful screened porch. Formal living room
with fireplace and formal dining room each with bay windows, eat-in kitchen and three
large bedrooms complete the picture. A rare find in every way - call for your personal
tour today. Price Upon Request (052000524)

Westfield Office • 185 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-654-7777

Screenings Scheduled
For Blood Pressure
WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital personnel will be at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield, on Tuesday, September 13, from 10 a.m. to
noon for blood pressure screenings.
No appointments are necessary
and no fees are required. For more
information, please call the
Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 2332700, extension no. 251.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Westfield . . . This refined custom condominium residence was converted from the
historic Trinity Church Rctory & School in the 1980’s. The unsurpassed setting offers
a sparkling southwest exposure affording a resplendent view. The elegant elongated
French window doors with viewing balcony overlook the private inner courtyard with
professionally manicured gardens. Set on a tranquil tree-lined street just a moment
from downtown shops & train station. $499,900 (052000298)

Invite Holly in, and she’ll bring results!

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

CLASSIC CENTER HALL COLONIAL

CHARMING COLONIAL

SPACIOUS COLONIAL

Pristine and impressive center hall Colonial home on one of
Westfield’s most sought after streets offering 5 Bedrooms, 3.5
baths, an updated Kitchen with breakfast nook, formal Dining
Room and Living Room with fireplace, screened porch, hardwood
floors, built-ins, and finished Recreation Room situated on parklike property.
Offered for $1,199,000

Lovely 4 bedroom Colonial home in quiet neighborhood boasting 4
Bedrooms, a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen and stainless steel
appliances. Formal Living and Dining Rooms underlain by
hardwood floors, new Powder Room, finished Recreation Room,
central air and new deck overlooking park-like property. Walking
distance to NYC train.
Offered for $679,000

Immaculate and charming Colonial situated in a quiet family
neighborhood offering 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, an updated
Kitchen with breakfast bar, formal Dining Room & Living
Room w/fireplace and built-ins, Den, Mudroom and Laundry
Room, hardwood floors, close to downtown Westfield and NYC
transportation.
Offered for $659,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kimberley A. Haley
www.KimHaley.com
Direct Line 908.301.2004
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

BEDROOM SET

Westfield, Northside. Quiet,
Attractive 2 Bedroom Duplex.
Walk to town & NYC Trans. CAC,
W/D, DW, HdWdFlrs. $1600 + Utils.
No Fee. (908) 322-1238

7 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror, chest, night
stand. New still in box.
Value $4000 sell $1575.
(732) 259-6690

WESTFIELD OFFICE SPACE

2 office suites available
immediately, $16.00/ft. 1st floor
1100 sq.ft zoned retail, 1200 sq.ft
2nd fl zoned office. Off street
parking
(908)
447-2472
HOME FOR SALE

WESTFIELD
$464,500
Beautifully updated 3 bedroom, 2
full bath Cape on a corner lot.
Featuring hardwood floors, central
air, first floor family room, finished
basement recreation room, newer
windows and fenced rear yard, all in
a great neighborhood. SUM 0151
COLDWELL BANKER
Residential Brokerage
(908) 277-1770
Summit Office
ColdwellBankerMoves.com
CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com
WEIGHTS DESIRED

Looking for fixed, solid 20-lb, 30lb, 65-lb, 70-lb, dumbbells.
Please call Dave Corbin at:
(908) 232-4407

Scotch Plains
Recreation Dept Events
Trip to Culinary Institute of
America, Hyde Park, NY, Friday,
September 16. Lunch will be at
Andrew’s Cafe followed by a tour
of the institute. The cost is $53 for
residents and $57 for non-residents.
Scotch Plains Day Weekend, Saturday and Sunday, October 8 and 9.
A flea market will be held from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. on October 8 followed
by a pep rally at 7 p.m. and a showing of Star Wars at 8 p.m. The Scotch
Plains Day street fair will be held on
October 9 along Park Avenue along
with a ceremony on the Village Green
honoring outstanding residents of
the community. A performance by
The Nerds will also be featured.

CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSEKEEPER WANTED

AFTER-SCHOOL CARE

Full plush mattress set, new still
in plastic w/warranty $110.
Call (732) 259-6690

5 days a week, hours flexible.
30 hrs per week.
Westfield family of four.
General cleaning plus laundry.
Call (908) 413-5077.

DINING ROOM

HOUSE CLEANING

Beautiful double pedestal table,
lighted hutch & buffet,
8 padded chairs. Still in boxes
list $6000, sell $2475.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690

Do you need a housecleaning?
Please call me. Own car;
Excellent references.
Neide (201) 726-8580

A stay-at-home mom looking to
watch your school-age child in my
home. Pick-up available, hours
flexible,
snack
provided,
homework help. Looking for a
playmate for my 6 year old girl.
Jefferson school only. If interested,
Call Melissa at (908) 389-1395.

MATTRESS SET

Driver needed to carry 4-year-old
to and from school daily. 3-mile
trip between Westfield and
Scotch Plains. Call (973) 519-2985,
email shawnaxiang@yahoo.com

OFFICE FOR RENT

Large attractive psychotherapy
office. Good parking. Available 3
days per week in Westfield.
$600/mo Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626.

Thursday, September 8, 2005

BED

Pillow top. Name brand with
warranty, new in plastic.
Queen $125, King $195.
Can Deliver
(732) 259-6690
COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark
(908) 494-5409
TUTORING - GRADES 2-5

Everyday Math
Reading / Language Arts
Retired Westfield Teacher
(908) 232-5847
GARAGE NEEDED

Looking for garage to rent.
Walking distance from Westfield
or Fanwood train stations.
Call (212) 456-0921
CHURCH SECRETARY

Church Secretary - parish office
is seeking a full time secretary/
receptionist. Must be familiar
with
Catholic
tradition.
Computer skills are required and
must be good with people Mon.Fri. 9:00-4:00. Send resume to
roseann@corpuschristi.org or
Roseann McDonough, c/o Our
Lady of Lourdes Church, 300
Central Avenue, Mountainside, NJ
07092-1999, fax (908) 232-0776
MANAGER & CUST. SERVICE

iSold It on eBay, the #1 franchise
for eBay drop off stores, is looking
for FT/PT positions for a new store
opening on RT 22E in Springfield.
Positions available: Manager - exp
req. Customer Service-exp a +.
Photographer - digital camera exp.
req. Lister -e Bay listing exp a +.
Shipping Clerk. Please email
resume to isoldit@comcast.net
or call (732) 549-6770.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
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AFTER-SCHOOL CARE

CHILDCARE WANTED

Looking for a reliable person to
drive a 5-year-old boy from
Scotch Plains school to
Westfield home. M-F at 3pm.
A car is required.
(908) 578-0403

For 2 school-aged children in
our Scotch Plains home.
Tue, Wed & Thurs,
2:30 to approx. 7:00 pm.
Non smoker. Must drive.
Jackie (908) 322-1048

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

CHILDCARE PROVIDER

If you don’t have time to clean
your house, apt or office, I clean
for you. Call me and leave a
message. Good references.
Roberta Rocha (973) 522-2009

Experienced Mom looking forward
to caring for your child in my
Westfield home, FT, PT, before &
afterschool for Tamaques students.
(908) 654-5809

HELP WANTED

WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325
HELP WANTED

DELIVERIES
CUSTOMER SERVICE
The HoneyBaked Ham Co.,
Watchung. 18 +, various shifts.
Ask for Manager (908) 755-3524
RESTAURANT HELP WANTED

Freshwater’s Southern Cuisine
Servers & Hosts
with 2 years experience.
Very friendly & dependable.
Busy, upscale restaurant.
(908) 787-5445
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Quintessential Westfield in “The Gardens”
Charm radiates throughout this quintessential “Gardens” Center Hall Colonial!
You are captivated immediately by the warmth and quiet elegance that flows
through all the spacious rooms. A large foyer welcomes you to this six bedroom
home boasting hardwood floors, beautiful moldings, high ceilings, and a three
story staircase. The large property offers privacy with towering shade trees, mature shrubbery, and beautiful gardens. The location is perfect....close to downtown Westfield, parks, schools, and NYC transportation. Offered for $1,095,000.
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover council,
county and other town
meetings. Must be able to
meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in their beats in order
to develop news stories.
Please email resume and clips
to: editor@goleader.com.

Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2000-2004 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Goods & Services You Need!

Radiant
Electric Floor Heating
“Do not make the mistake of installing ice cold floors again!”

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

PERFECT

Perfect for bathrooms, spas, kitchens, foyers, basements, 4 season rooms.
Energy efficient, safe & childproof, quiet, no maintenance, no moving parts.
Easy DIY or contractor installation. 10 year warranty. It will last 25+.
No more unsightly radiators truly invisible design. Just 1 8 ' thin.
1000’s installed from Alaska to Texas. Many local references.

PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456
AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection

VIKING SUPPLY COMPANY
Sales: (908) 245-1300
BJ FLOORS & KITCHENS
Sales and installations: (973) 778-3355

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center

www.ideal-heating.com

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Also available: outdoor snow & ice melting systems for steps, walkways & driveways.

ROMAN
GOOD CHOICE
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wall Paper Removal
& Paper Hanging
Power Washing And
Deck Refinishing

908-771-0428

Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Dan Swayze & Son, Inc.

Residential Driveway Sealcoating
Linestriping, Sweeping, and Signs

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

Office (908) 789-1336
Fax (908) 789-7232
2351 Waldheim Drive Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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Martha K. Miller, 88, Trust Supervisor;
Was Member of Faith Lutheran Church
Martha K. Miller, 88, of Scotch Plains
died on Thursday, September 1, at the
Cabrini Hospice in New York City.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she lived
in Scotch Plains since 1962.
Mrs. Miller had worked as a Trust
Supervisor for the Irving Trust Bank

Mae Helen Motto, 92
Mae Helen Biamonte Motto, 92, of
Summit died on Wednesday, August
31, at St. Clare’s Hospital in Dover.
Born in Pueblo, Colo., she was
raised in Utica, N.Y. She had lived in
Westfield for 35 years before moving
to Summit in 2003.
Mrs. Motto was a homemaker and
a member of the Holy Trinity Rosary
Altar Society of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
She was predeceased in 1992 by
her husband, Salvatore D. Motto, and
by a son, Michael Motto.
Surviving are two daughters,
Marylou Motto and Carol
Castelluccio, and three grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, September 3, at
the Holy Trinity Church. Entombment took place at Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to a favorite charity.
September 8, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on September
19, 2005 at 7:30 P.M. at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The property in question is located at: 230 South
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, also
known as Block 64, Lot 1, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, presently owned by
Steven Spagnuolo.
The applicant requests preliminary and
final site plan approval of a mixed use
retail-residential project located in the
Retail-Residential District as set forth in
the Redevelopment Plan for Downtown
Fanwood, Block 64. The project is a permitted use in the zone. Applicant seeks
waivers or variances from certain provisions of the plan, including:
1.
Pedestrian alley. Requirement for
alley for building or buildings exceeding
100 feet in length, none provided.
2.
Parking requirements. Determination of parking requirements, 24 on site
spaces proposed.
3.
Setback from South Avenue. 10
feet in plan, 1.65 feet proposed
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours(9 AM - 2 PM) from the
Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood. Any interested party may appear at said hearing and participate therein
in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Enchantments Properties, LLC
230 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicants:
Robert F. Renaud, Esq.
Palumbo & Renaud
190 North Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 9/8/05, The Times
Fee: $44.88

in New York for 42 years before retiring in 1979.
She was a member of the Faith
Lutheran Church in New Providence.
She was predeceased by her husband, Clair Miller, in 1982.
Surviving are her second cousins,
Dr. Virginia Anderson, Barbara
Anderson and Edward Anderson.
Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, September 7, at the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made to
the Faith Lutheran Church, 524 South
Street, New Providence, N.J. 07974.
September 8, 2005

Helen Wade, 91
Helen Miastkowski Wade, 91, of
Westfield died on Wednesday, August 31, at Father Hudson House in
Elizabeth.
Born in Detroit, Mich., she had
lived there until relocating to Westfield
six years ago.
A retail supervisor for 30 years at
Sander’s in Detroit, she retired 30
years ago.
She was predeceased by her son,
Thomas Webb, in 1986.
Surviving are a daughter, Linda
Falcone of Westfield; four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, September 2, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
St. Hedwig’s Cemetery in Dearborn
Heights, Mich.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
September 8, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on September
28, 2005 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The property in question is located at: 225 Forest
Road, Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 14 Lot 9, as shown on the Fanwood
Tax Map, owned by Gary & Deborah Price.
The applicant requests Bulk Variance
(New Driveway), which is in violation of
Section 184-163A of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Sideyard
Setback; Permitted: 3 feet; Present: None;
Proposed: 0.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Gary C. and Deborah A. Price
225 Forest Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 9/8/05, The Times
Fee: $33.15

PUBL:IC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Special Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

September 15, 2005

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

8:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will interview candidates for
Board of Education vacancy.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 9/8/05, The Times

Action may be taken.
Fee: $30.60

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

– Obituaries –
Daniel G. Covine, 80, Owned Law Firm;
Veteran and Former Municipal Judge
Daniel G. Covine, 80, of Westfield
died on Friday, August 26, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Dover, he lived in Westfield
for the last 34 years.
Mr. Covine retired in 1998 after
serving for five years as of counsel
with the law firm of Garrubbo and
Romankow in Westfield. Before that,
he maintained Daniel G. Covine, Esq.,
a law firm in Union, for 40 years.
He graduated from Fordham University in 1949 with a degree in chemistry and from Fordham University
Law School in 1953.
A member of the American Bar
Association, the New Jersey Bar Association and the Union County Bar
Association, he was the recipient of
the William J. McCloud Award in
1999 from the Union County Bar
Association.
Mr. Covine served as Municipal
Judge in the Township of Union from

1963 to 1965 and was named Citizen
of the Year by the Township of Union
in 1966.
He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II and a
member of the American Legion post
in Union and the Union Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks No. 1583.
Surviving is his wife, Suzanne
Skillin Covine.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
Wednesday, August 31, at the Church
of the Assumption in Roselle Park.
Burial took place at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 West North Avenue in Cranford.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Daniel G. Covine Memorial
Scholarship Fund, in care of Union
County College Foundation,
Cranford, N.J. 07016.
September 8, 2005

Virginia McNamara-Harris, 46,
Library Director For 10 Years
Virginia “Ginger” McNamara-Harris, 46, of Matamoras, Pa. died on
Saturday, September 3, at her mother’s
home in Keyport.
Born in Elizabeth, she had resided
in Westfield before moving to
Matamoras 16 years ago.
A Library Director with the Pike
County Library in Milford, Pa. for the
past 10 years, Ginger graduated from
Westfield High School in 1976 and
earned a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Colorado at Boulder.
She was a candidate for her master’s
degree in library science from Syracuse University and was voted one of
the 25 most influential women in Pike
County, Pa. by Milford Magazine.
Ginger was the daughter of the late
Joseph McNamara, author of the Justice Story in the New York Daily
News. She also was preceded in death
by a brother, Joseph McNamara.
She is survived by her mother,
Josephine McNamara of Keyport; her
husband, Michael Harris of
Matamoras, Pa.; three sons, Kevin,
Brian and Gregory Harris, all of
Matamoras; two brothers and a sisterin-law, Michael and Barbara

McNamara of Toms River and Patrick
McNamara of Westfield; three sisters
and brothers-in-law, Diane McNamara
and Bob Irving of Keyport, Kathleen
and Alan Deeken of Keyport and Ellen
and John Paul Ambrose of Maryland,
and many beloved aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews and friends.
Cremation was private. A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, September 9, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to Leigh
High Valley Hospital, Cancer Department, 2545 Schoenersville Road,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18017-7300, (484)
884-2229 in Ginger’s memory.
The Day Funeral Home, 361 Maple
Place, Keyport, N.J. 07735 was in
charge of the arrangements. Letters
of condolence may be sent to
DayFH@optonline.net.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11544-05
FILE NO. 64400.733
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CELENIA
ESTRELLABERMUDEZ; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF CELENIA
ESTRELLA-BERMUDEZ,
SAID NAME OF JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS; JORGE
DANIEL CASTRUCCIO; MRS.
JORGE
DANIEL
CASTRUCCIO;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon CASALE &
PELLEGRINO, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is GATEHALL 1,
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054, an
Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS
TRUSTEE OF AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE SECURITIES, INC. is the plaintiff
and CELENIA ESTRELLA-BERMUDEZ;
JOHN DOE, Husband of CELENIA
ESTRELLA-BERMUDEZ;
JORGE
DANIEL CASTRUCCIO; MRS. JORGE
DANIEL CASTRUCCIO; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-11544-05 within
thirty-five (35) days after September 8,
2005 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint and Amendment to Complaint, if any. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
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See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage dated
December 16, 2004, made by CELENIA
ESTRELLA-BERMUDEZ and JORGE
DANIEL CASTRUCCIO, as mortgagor(s)
to AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE COMPANY and (2) to recover possession of
and concerns premises commonly known
as 1239 Cameron Avenue, Plainfield, New
Jersey.
YOU,
CELENIA
ESTRELLABERMUDEZ, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on
December 16, 2004, you signed the note
and mortgage to Ameriquest Mortgage
Company, which is being foreclosed on by
this action and or any lien, claim or interest
you may have in, to or against the mortgaged premises.
YOU, JOHN DOE, Husband of Celenia
Estrella-Bermudez, said name of John Doe
being fictitious, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
after due inquiry the Plaintiff has been
unable to ascertain the name of the husband of Celenia Estrella-Bermudez, if any,
and or any lien, claim or interest you may
have in, to or against the mortgaged premises.
YOU, JORGE DANIEL CASTRUCCIO,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on December
16, 2004, you signed the mortgage to
Ameriquest Mortgage Company, which is
being foreclosed on by this action and or
any lien, claim or interest you may have in,
to or against the mortgaged premises.
YOU,
MRS.
JORGE
DANIEL
CASTRUCCIO, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
after due inquiry the Plaintiff has been
unable to ascertain the name of the wife of
Jorge Daniel Castruccio, if any, and or any
lien, claim or interest you may have in, to or
against the mortgaged premises.
DATED: September 1, 2005
Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court
of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 9/8/05, The Leader
Fee: $91.29
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Carl A. McMackin, 89, DPW Engineer;
Was Allentown Opera Company Tenor
Carl Asa McMackin, 89, of
Mountainside died on Monday, August 29, at his home.
Born in Easton, Pa., he moved to
South River in 1960 and to Westfield
in 1976, relocating to Mountainside
five years ago.
Mr. McMackin had been an engineer with the Westfield Department of
Public Works for five years before
retiring many years ago. Earlier, he
had been the Superintendent of Public
Works in South River for 15 years and
an engineer for 25 years with the New
Jersey Zinc Co. in Palmerton, Pa.
He graduated from Lafayette College in Easton in 1937 with a degree
in mechanical engineering, and was a
member of the Tau Beta Pi National
Engineering Society.
He formerly sung tenor as the lead
in the Allentown Municipal Opera
Company in Allentown, Pa. Mr.
McMackin also sang in the choir of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
where he was a member.
Surviving are his wife, Dorothy
Eichlin McMackin, with whom he
celebrated his 62nd wedding anniversary in May; a son, Carl H.
McMackin of Toms River; two daughters, Holly West of Cranbury and
Lynne Styles of Princeton; five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on
Thursday, September 1, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. Interment took place at Easton Cemetery
in Easton, Pa.
Arrangements were by the Dooley

Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
September 8, 2005

Helen E. Orr, 94
Helen E. Orr, 94, of Westfield died
on Thursday, September 1, at The
Chelsea at Fanwood.
Born in Garwood, she resided in
Westfield for most of her life.
Mrs. Orr was a member of the
Cranford Historical Society.
She was predeceased by her husband, Thomas Willoughby Orr, prior
owner of Orr Electric Co. of Westfield;
a son, Robert Schmal; two brothers,
Harold Wyss and William Wyss; two
grandchildren, Bonnie and David
Schmal, and a great-grandson, Matthew Rogich.
Surviving are a son, William
Schmal of Clinton; a sister-in-law,
Laura Wyss of Cranford; six grandchildren, Penny Andrews of Cranford,
Betsy Craz of Long Island, N.Y.,
Melinda Rogich of Brick, Jennifer
Wyatt of Florida, Carol Schmal of
California and Caleb Schmal of Australia, and nine great-grandchildren.
A funeral service was held yesterday, Wednesday, September 7, at the
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in Westfield. Interment
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
September 8, 2005

Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner
tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Abrakadoodle Art (18 months to
grade 6). The Twoosy-Doodlers
class, 20 to 36 months, will be held
from 9:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and the
Mini-Doodlers for ages 3-to 5-yearolds from 10:15 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Both will be held on Wednesdays
from October 19 through December 21. (There will be no class on
November 23 and December 7).
The Doodlers class for grades 1 to 6
will be held on Monday’s from
October 17 through December 5
from 4 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. The fee for
both clases is $102 per student.
Bowling League (Ages Pre K to
Teen). This 12-week program begins September 19 on Monday afternoons at 3:50 p.m. at the Linden
Lanes for all children ages 5 to 14.
Pre K begins Wednesday, September 21. Teens bowling begins September 26. The cost is $6 per week,
payable at Linden Lanes. Registration ias open now for these programs.
Golf Class (Ages 8 to 14): This
program is held Tuesdays on the
following dates: September 13, 20,
and 27, and October 11 from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. The fee is $88 per child. A
new adult class is available from 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. at a feee of $80.
Karate (Ages 5 to 8): Karate
classes are held for 10-week sessions on Thursdays from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m., from September 29
through December 8, or Saturdays
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. from October 1 through December 10. Fee:
$55. (Uniforms are required and
can be purchased at Karate N Motion for $25).
Manners Class (Ages 4 to 7): Offered by Mannerations, this class
will be held on Wednesdays from
3:45 to 4:30 p.m., from November
30 through December 21. The cost
is $83 per child.
Beginning Piano (Offered to 2nd/
rd
3 Grades): This 10-week program
includes basic piano skills on electronic keyboards from instructors
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts. Each session is 30 minutes,
and accommodates six students per
class. Classes are held Mondays
beginning October 10. Class times
are as follows: 3:30 to 4 p.m.; 4 to
4:30 p.m.; or 5 to 5:30 p.m. Tuition
is $145 per class.
Soccer Squirts (Ages 3 to 6): This
fun-filled one-hour course will be
held at Tamaques Park on Tuesdays starting September 20 and ending November 1. Class times are 10

to 11 a.m. or 1:15 to 2:15 p.m. The
fee is $99 per child.
Sport Squirts (Ages 3-5): This class
introduces children to a variety of
sports. The program will be held on
Mondays from September 19 through
October 31 from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.
or noon to 1 p.m. at Tamaques Park.
The cost is $99 per child.
Tennis (Ages 3-Adult): Our 5-week
fall tennis program begins September 29th on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, or Saturdays. Register
now, spots are limited.
Total Body Workout: This 60minute class involves an invigorating warm, toning exercises using light
weights. Mats provided. The program is open to all experience levels.
The program is available on Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. from
September 26 through December 5
(there will not be a class on October
10) or Tuesdays from 9:20 to 10:20
a.m. from September 27 through
November 29 at a cost of $65 per
person.
Stroller-size: This program consist of power walk and body toning
exercises using your stroller and
your baby. The program is
Tamaques Park on Wednesdays
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. from
September 28 through November
30 at a cost of $60 person.
Microbrewery Tour: This tour and
beer tasting will be held at Climax
Brewery in Roselle Park on Saturday, November 12. The bus departs
the municipal building at 12:30 p.m.
The $30 cost includes gratuities,
taxes, a complimentary pint glass,
transportation and private tour.
NYC Night Light Tour, Tuesday,
December 6. This trip aboard a
motor coach features a narrated tour
of New York City to see the holiday
lights with many popular stops and
a dessert at New York’s Skylight
Diner. The cost is $30 per person.
The bus departs Westfield at 6:30
p.m. are returns at 10 p.m.
Haunted House (Monday, October 31, from 5 to 9 p.m.): This annual event features life-size creatures of all types in a uniquely designed Haunted House setting. The
program includes a horse-drawn
hayride by Kafka Farms of
Watchung. Rides will begin at 4
p.m. The fee is to be announced.
Volunteers (15 years old to adult)
are needed for set design, construction, painting, and to dress up in
costume. Contact Traci Kastner if
interested.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS
Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 13, 2005 in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning
or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several
lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set
opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal
liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et
seq. As computed to the 13th day of September 2005.
Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.
At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.), and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:
BLOCKLOT
102
26

ASSESSED TO
Bell, Howard & Jean Marie

4 T - 8/18, 8/25, 9/1 & 9/8/05, The Times

LOCATION
1 Pandick Court

TOTAL DUE
$6,111.60
Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes
Fee: $257.04

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Sparkling Planet Beams
To Theater Project

POPCORN™

The Cave: Nothing To Fear
But Ineptitude Itself
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
½ of a popcorn

We expect monsters to be scary.
No big thing. With all due respect to
the guy over at Loch Ness and Champ
up in Lake Champlain, monsters don’t
exist. But people do. And when they
act like monsters, when man’s inhumanity to man is in full fester, it’s
among the most frightening things on
Earth.
The Cave, on the other hand, is
just pathetic. Neither amateurish
enough to draw a good-natured laugh,
nor professional enough to cause a
legitimate jolt, the confusing bit of
drivel can’t seem to get out of its own
way. So forget about it if you’ve been
thinking of saving some money on
those shock treatments by seeing this
film instead.
At best, the movie is worrisome,
if that does anything for you. Worrisome in the way that a driver who
won’t go above 50 mph in the left lane
becomes disconcerting. It dawns on
you that he either has no idea what
he’s doing or is in no condition to
know what he’s doing. Plus, after
flashing your lights for a few miles,
you’re certain that he may continue
just like that for an eternity. He will
drive all the way to California in the
left lane. “How was your trip, Uncle
Ignacz?”
“Great! Drove all the way from
Florida in the fast lane. But you should
have seen some of the nuts passing
me on the right. And nasty, some of
‘em…sheesh.”
Only good sense assures us that
The Cave, about some scientific expedition to an underwater cave in the
Carpathians, will ultimately end.
Populated with the usual array of
attractive experts in their field, the
film can’t even emulate the genre
stereotype it aspires to.Yea, sure…this
gang is going to discover a new ecosystem. You begin to fret. Like Uncle
Ignacz, director Hunt doesn’t seem to

know what he’s doing.
Paranoia sets in. ‘Has Hunt ever
made a movie before? Maybe he
doesn’t know it’s eventually supposed
to end. I’ll be in the theater forever,
stuck behind Uncle Ignacz. I don’t
care if the movie isn’t scary. I give up.
I just want to go home.’ But being
scared into submission is hardly a
substitute for true terror.
Evincing the very slightest modicum of filmic savvy, Hunt doesn’t
bring out his fiend until at least the
midpoint. And then, the dude isn’t
much. Depicted in a mishmash of
cheesy special effects and quick splice
shots doubtless meant to conceal his
ho-humness, he is at one point a big
larva and later your typical, leaping,
dripping gargoyle.
But don’t be alarmed. His intent is
nothing quite so bad as wanting to
keep us in our seats until kingdom
come; he just wishes to eat our intrepid adventurers. Good for them.
That’s one way out of The Cave.
Ill-fated souls all the same, the
group includes Cole Hauser as Jack,
the leader who gets bitten by the ogre
and becomes a mite weird; Eddie
Cibrian as Tyler, his apologetic
brother; Lena Headey as Katherine,
ostensibly to provide some sexual
tension if only the film could decide
how to accomplish that, and Morris
Chestnut as Top Buchanan, probably
to bestow The Cave with at least one
brand name actor.
The director stumbles along, trying to figure out the order in which his
uninteresting characters should be
dispatched. As if it mattered. Our
eyes are on the exit sign. This too
shall pass.
*******
The Cave, rated PG-13, is a Screen
Gems release directed by Bruce Hunt
and stars Cole Hauser, Lena Headey
and Morris Chestnut. Running time:
97 minutes.

THE STUDENT VIEW

TAMARA TOMORROW…Liz Zazzi is a struggling actress who gets her big
break playing “Tamara Tomorrow,” a children’s cartoon show host in Music
From A Sparkling Planet, a comedy by Douglas Carter Beane. The comedy opens
at The Theater Project, Union County College’s Professional Theater Company,
on Thursday, September 22 at 8 p.m.

MEET AND GREET...Superintendent of Schools William Foley greets new
teachers Jessica Willard, who will be joining the Science staff at Edison Intermediate School, and Sabino Losco, a new Vocal teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, during the district’s New Teacher Breakfast on September 1.

Student Combats Anti
American Stereotypes
By KATE McGEE

Three weeks ago, I enjoyed my
first vacation to Europe - destination:
Paris, France. Now, I know what some
people may be thinking- “Why would
you want to go there, they hate Americans?” or “The French are rude” or “I
hate the French.”
Before I left, numerous people told
me the French were going to be rude
to me, yell at me, pretend not to speak
English or spit in my food. Yes, someone told me that they would spit in my
food. One hundred percent of the
time, the people who made these comments had never been to France.
My friends who had been to France
told me totally different things. I was
told that if you’re polite, try to speak
French, and aren’t obnoxiously rude,
then I would survive and I did. So I
thought I’d share with Americans what
the French are really like, how France
is different from America and how
the people aren’t waiting at the airport to tar and feather every American that enters their country.
You don’t realize what an impression America has made on other countries until you visit one. Everyone
spoke English, so it was easy to shop
and find your way around. We saw
McDonalds’ everywhere, heard Usher
and the infamous song, “YMCA” on
the radio, saw shops like Lacoste and
GAP. French people wore printed tshirts with English writing, and billboard ads were in English and French.
The food in France is fantastic. The
meals, like here, consist of an appetizer, entrée and dessert. However,
the salad is served after the entrée,
and not with the appetizer. The desserts are amazing, especially the
Crème Brule. The French fries are the
best I’ve ever had, and everything
looks and tastes fresh. Meals are very
slow, and dinners take about two to
three hours. Plus, they eat dinner a lot
later than Americans. We would usually finish dinner around 10:30 p.m.
and no, no one ever spit in my food.
Contrary to popular belief, French
poodles are not the dog of France,
because I didn’t see one, but dogs were
allowed almost anywhere. I saw dogs
in the Galleries Lafayette, a huge Lord
and Taylor like department store, in
parks, in cafés, in hotels, and even in
people’s handbags.
Also, everyone wore really plain
colored clothing, like grays, dark

Vo-Tech Offers
Carpenters Training
SCOTCH PLAINS —Union
County Vo-Tech Schools will announce details of its collaboration
with the New Jersey Regional Council of Carpenters and the SCC on a
new initiative aimed at training local
students in the craft of carpentry.
This public-private partnership will
help provide jobs for young adults in the
community after they have completed
an extensive apprenticeship. The event
will be held at Carpenters Training Center, 221 South 31st Street, Kenilworth,
on Thursday, September 8 at 11:30 a.m.

greens and browns. I rarely saw anyone in pink or yellow. Men also wore
purse-like bags, and I did have the
chance to see a man in a kilt.
My thoughts are that the French are
normal people, living normal lives. I
think that I’ve been treated worse in
New York City than I ever was in Paris.
Even if there were French who disliked Americans, they never showed
it. They were polite and considerate,
the way we all should be.

WF BOE Discusses
Goals At First Meeting
WESTFIELD –TheWestfield Board
of Education will convene its first meeting of the 2005-2006 schoolyear on
Tuesday, September 13 at 8 p.m. in
Room 105 at 302 Elm Street.
Included on the agenda will be a
discussion of board goals. The board
agreed that the goals for 2005-2006
will include:
Addressing enrollment imbalances
at the intermediate and elementary levels; reducing the achievement gap
across the district; improving community engagement; developing initiatives
between the town and the school district; and strengthening curriculum and
raising achievement of learning disabled students. A complete agenda will
be available on Monday, September
12, at www.westfieldnjk12.org.

CRANFORD — Music From A
Sparkling Planet, a comedy by Douglas Carter Beane, opens at The Theater Project, Union County College’s
Professional Theater Company, on
Thursday, September 22 at 8 p.m.,
and continues through Sunday, October 9.
Directed by guest director Wendy
Liscow, the cast includes Liz Zazzi,
Clark Carmichael, Gary Glor, Jesse
Jou and Jeff Maschi.
The production team comprises
Jessica Parks (set design), Jill Nagle
(lighting design), Cherie Cunningham
(costume design) and Mike Magnifico
(sound design.
The Theater Project is Union
County College’s professional theater company, bringing artists from
all over the state and New York City
together in its productions. Known
for its intimate “Studio on Stage,”
where the audience sits within arm’s
reach of the performers, the company
is celebrating its 11th season of producing new works and contemporary
classics.
The Theater Project has been recognized by grants from the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, the New Jersey State Arts Council, and The Union
County College Foundation.
Audiences are invited to meet the
actors after each performance. On
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, tickets are $20. To reserve tickets, call
The Theater Project Box Office at
(908) 659-5189.

WF Glee Club Invites
Singers To Rehearsals

The weekly column written by local high school students

Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thursday, September 8, 2005

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Glee Club will resume rehearsals on Monday, September 12 at 8
p.m. at the Westfield Presbyterian
Church choir room. Male and female, adult and student singers are
invited.
At the first rehearsal on September 12, Director Thomas Booth will
introduce the winter program music,
which will be performed at local
area churches on Saturday and Sunday, December 3 and 4. Choral sections of the program will include a
variety of seasonal, classical, traditional and popular songs. Invited
special artists will perform two artist
sections. George Lachenauer will be
the choral accompanist with Director Thomas Booth.
At the September 12 rehearsal, a
fellowship time with coffee and donuts will follow the singing. For additional information, call Dale
Juntilla at (908) 232- 0673.

Bantry Boys Perform
At FW Kuran Center

NEW TEACHER TRAINING...Westfield Public Schools Supervisor of Technology Barbara Mammen conducted a training in technology and differentiated
instruction during the New Teacher Institute.

FANWOOD—The fifth annual
Summer at The Bandstand Concert
Series returns, as The Bantry Boys
perform a free concert on Saturday,
September 10 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Art Center next to Fanwood Borough Hall.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket. In
the case of inclement weather, the
event will move indoors. For more
information, call (908) 889-7223 or
(908) 889-5298. The event is sponsored by the Fanwood Arts Council.
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cently released “Seven Spunkey Monkeys,” a book that is not only fun to
read, but also teaches counting and
the days of the week. Young readers
and illustrators will get a laugh out of
these adventuresome monkeys. Published by Harcourt (2005).
Max wants to be rich, so he makes
a plan. “Max - A -Million” by Trina
Wiebe is a chapter book that readers
in the middle elementary school
grades will enjoy. There’s a wonderful lesson to be learned in the pages of
this slender book. Keep it in mind
when it’s “Book Report” time. It is
published by Lobster Press (2002).

The Chansonettes
Begin Rehearsals
WESTFIELD— The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin rehearsal
Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 p.m.
for current members and for anyone
who would like to join the group.
The Chansonettes are a women’s
choral group under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. Rehearsals are held at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain Avenue in Westfield. Anyone interested
in singing for fun and who would like
more information, may contact Nancy
Lau at (909) 654-5130 or Jane
Walsweet at (908) 232 4531. The
Chansonettes perform for various
organizations, church groups and
nursing homes.
The theme for the holiday program
is “there’s no business like snow business.” The Chansonettes are currently
booked for the fall program; however, anyone interested in booking
for the spring may contact Ms. Lau or
Ms. Walsweet.

Spiraling Plays Echo
Lake Park MusicFest
WESTFIELD —Spiraling has
spent much of the past few months
outside of its native New Jersey, touring across the country in support of
artists including OK Go, Hot Hot
Heat, Eisley, Armor For Sleep and Q
and Not U. However, Saturday, September 17 will find the band back
home for MusicFest ‘05 – an all day,
outdoor show that includes rock icons
the Smithereens, They Might Be Giants and Joan Jett.
The concert, presented by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
is a free, all-ages event that will take
place in Echo Lake Park in Westfield.
The band is no stranger to such high
profile shows, with previous gigs at
prominent venues such as Irving Plaza
and the Bowery Ballroom to its credit.
Spiraling has also played at the CMJ
and South by Southwest music festivals, and has toured with They Might
Be Giants and Violent Femmes.
For more information, check out
http://www.unioncountynj.org/
svcsgov/parksrec/program1.htm. Spiraling will play at 3:15 p.m. with
Thuli Dumakade at 11:15, Joe
Bonamassa at 12:30 p.m., JoBonanno
& The Godsons of Soul at 2 p.m., the
Smithereens at 4:30 p.m., They Might
Be Giants at 6 p.m. and Joan Jett at 8
p.m.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

Enrich. Cent. Provides
Community Education
SCOTCH PLAINS—The Enrichment Center Annex is the new provider of Community Education for
the Scotch Plains Fanwood School
District for the 2005-2006 school year.
The Enrichment Center Annex is a
non-profit company headed by Elaine
Sigal. All classes will still be offered in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools.
Classes for students in K-12 will be
taught by state certified teachers with a
maximum class size of eight students.
Adult classes will run in the evenings.
Over 100 courses are being offered
this year for students and adults. There
are enrichment classes for every grade
offered in every elementary and
middle school at 3:30 and 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Thursday. Parents
have already started to register their
children from word of mouth class
descriptions. Register early to avoid
disappointment since there is a maximum class size of eight.
A new program brochure has been
mailed to all residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. All class listings are on the new web site:
www.TheEnrichmentCenterAnnex.org
and on line registration is now available plus parents may now use credit
cards. Residents from any and all
towns are eligible to register for any
of the classes offered. There is a
slightly higher registration fee for
non Scotch Plains-Fanwood residents.
Please call the new Scotch PlainsFanwood Community School number
at (908) 654-8878 to speak with Mrs.
Sigal about courses or to register.

237 Kimball Avenue

Offered at $2,000,000

This stunning turn-of-the-century Shingle Style Victorian, formally known as the Fairbairn-Pierson House, boasts 14 rooms, 5 large Bedrooms and 3.5
renovated Baths. A breathtaking array of vintage details are integrated into its thoroughly functional floor plan. Impressive chestnut woodwork
abounds the home, as seen in moldings, wainscoting, beamed ceilings, built-in shelving and window seats. Recent expansion includes a gourmet
Kitchen with center island overlooking large Family Room. Upstairs includes functional living space in Reading Room or central home office. Finished
third floor hosts a soaring Master Bedroom Suite with Sitting Room and walk-in closet. Enjoy outdoor living on fabulous open porch or rear patio
overlooking deep back yard. Enjoy a location amidst other historically significant homes and minutes to downtown and NYC transportation.

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004

Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555
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Former WF Resident Dr. Lewis
Schrager Writes ‘Ghost’ Story
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although curiosity may have killed
a proverbial cat or two, it has undoubtedly given birth to many a budding writer or playwright. Dr. Lewis
Schragar, a former resident of
Westfield, and son of Dr. Gloria
Schragar and the late Dr. Alvin
Schragar, attributes ideas for his plays
to his innate curiosity.
One of his plays, Levy’s Ghost,
recently premiered aboard the USS
Constellation in Baltimore’s famed
Inner Harbor. The story depicted in
the two-act play was spawned by Dr.
Schragar’s piqued interest while on a
family outing.
“In 2002, my family and I were
leaving Jefferson’s home, Monticello,
when I noticed a lone headstone resting on a gravel path,” he said. Dr.
Schragar recognized the Hebrew date
of death and the Jewish name Rachel
Levy inscribed on the stone.
He raced into the bookstore on the
property to ask if they knew anything
about the Jewish girl buried there.
With the purchase of a book came
the unfolding of the saga of Rachel,
mother of Uriah Levy, and his fascinating story. Levy’s Ghost celebrates
the life, battles and accomplishments
of the 19th century American-born
Jew and unsung naval hero, Uriah
Phillips Levy.
Dr. Schragar uncovered the story
of this little-known historical figure
who led the fight to abolish flogging
in the United States Navy; overcame
religious persecution to rise to the
high rank of commodore in the Navy,
and was responsible for the rescue,
purchase and restoration of Thomas
Jefferson’s home.
The sold-out play ran Sunday nights
throughout the summer. “We were
excited that it was so well received,”
said Dr. Schragar. Because of rave
reviews, more performances were
added to meet the demand.
Since the play is what Dr. Schragar
calls historical fiction, he feels it
doesn’t get the attention of the producers or artistic directors of theaters
who sometimes are looking for avantgarde pieces.
Levy’s Ghost, however, seemed a
natural selection to be performed on
the spar deck (the top, open deck with
a canopy) of the 1854 sloop-of-war

Flamenco Sí Comes To
Crossroads in Garwood
GARWOOD—Spanish dance is
coming to Union County on Sunday,
September 11, at 5 p.m. (doors open
at 4 p.m.) when Flamenco Sí stops at
the Crossroads in Garwood.
This authentic monthly Spanish
dance performance series, as
presented by TEATRO Sí, promises
to continue to bring audiences the
best of the spirit of Spain every second
Sunday of the month.
The host, singer and guitarist David
Castellano, will bring together the
best dancers and musicians to
celebrate Iberian dance and music
form at this intimate setting.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive
early for these special monthly
performances. A select variety of
Spanish tapas (appetizers) will be
served. Also available is a selection
of sangria, wines and beers. A full
service bar is also available.
Tickets are priced at $20 and can be
reserved by calling the Crossroads at
(908) 232-5666 or TEATRO Sí at
(908) 301-9496. For more information
visit them online at www.teatrosi.com
and www.xxroads.com.

USS Constellation, the last all-sail
warship built by the United States
Navy and the only Civil War era vessel still afloat.
“The play deals with prejudice,
injustice, separation of church and
state – all themes that touch people’s
lives,” Dr. Schragar told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-

Dr. Lewis Schrager

Fanwood Times in a recent interview.
Many people think creativity in
writing doesn’t just gush forth unexpectedly, but has a deep source that
probably had its roots in early childhood.
Yet this 1973 Westfield High School
graduate speculates that most of his
classmates would not know of his
love of writing from his involvement
at WHS.
With the exception of writing a few
features for the school newspaper,
Hi’s Eye – with his journalism teacher
and track coach Walt Clarkson being
an influential figure in his high school
career – he said he really just concentrated on his academics.
“But I’ve always been interested in
writing,” he said of this seemingly
new aspect of his life. As an undergraduate at Johns Hopkins Univer-

Choral Art Society
Invites Local Singers
WESTFIELD —Singers, all
voices, are invited to join The Choral
Art Society of New Jersey. Rehearsals are held weekly on Tuesdays from
8 to 10 p.m., September to May, and
take place in the choir room of the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street.
The season’s first rehearsal is on
Tuesday, September 6, with registration and music purchase starting at
7:30 p.m. Singers interested in joining are invited to attend a rehearsal
and meet with James Little, the
Society’s musical director.
The fall semester will be spent
preparing for the Saturday, January
21, 2006 performance of Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Magnificat in D and,
like father, like son, The Magnificat
in D composed by his son, Carl Phillip
Emanuel Bach.
Rehearsals for the winter/spring
semester, which starts Tuesday, January 24, 2006 rehearsals, will be set for
the Saturday, May 20, 2006 performance of Rutter’s Mass of the Children. Both the January and May concerts are to be held at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
On Friday, December 9, the Choral Art Society will be hosting its
annual Messiah Sing starting at 8
p.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
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sity, he completed a master’s program in writing.
One might ask how a physician can
find time to write. “Just don’t see
patients,” quips the doctor, whose
specialty is researching infectious
diseases.
He also admits to getting up at 5
a.m. to write for an hour or so. “You
can get an amazing amount done at
that time of day,” he noted. Married
and the father of two, he learned the
format of writing plays by attending
the North Bethesda Writers’ Center
near his home in Maryland.
Dr. Schragar is looking forward to
his second world premiere in October. Executive Director Barbara
Brooks at the St. Paul, Minn. Jewish
Theater Company is scheduled to produce his two-act play, Shadow of the
Valley, the title of which is a takeoff
on the 23rd Psalm. Set in modern day
Jerusalem, it revolves around the gripping interaction of an Israeli and a
Palestinian.
Along with curiosity, Dr. Schragar
enjoys a more heightened sense of
the world. “The process of writing
has made me much more observant,”
he said of his passion.

Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

WF Art Association’s
Group Holds Exhibit
WESTFIELD—Members of the
Contemporary Art Group of the
Westfield Art Association invite Central Jersey residents to Artistic Harvest, their first annual exhibition. Taking place at the Watchung Arts Center
in Watchung, the show runs through
Friday, September 30. Visitors will
have a chance to peruse fine art in
diverse media, with styles and subject matter ranging from the traditional to the avant-garde.
Everyone is invited to attend the
artists’ reception, which will be held
on Sunday, September 11 from 1 to 4
p.m. Musical entertainment will be
provided by Pam Purvis and Bob
Ackerman. Light refreshments will
be served.
The Watchung Arts Center is located at 18 Stirling Road on the
Watchung traffic circle. Gallery hours
are 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, and
1 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday.
Admission is free. The Gallery is
open to the public and is handicappedaccessible. For further information,
contact Sheilia Lenga at (908) 6872617 or the Watchung Arts Center
(908) 753-0190.

Town Book Store Hosts
Two Meet and Greets
WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store of Westfield will be hosting two
interesting Meet & Greet events during the fall. On Saturday, September
17, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., New
Jersey native K.M. Soehnlein will be
in the store to promote his new novel,
“You Can Say You Knew Me When.”
A New Jersey native, Mr. Soehnlein
has lived in New York City, Tucson
and San Francisco, where he currently works as a freelance writer. He
is also the author of the novel, “The
World of Normal Boys.”
Then, from 2 to 4 p.m., local talent
Will Staeger will be in the store to
promote his new novel, “Painkiller.”
Mr. Staeger has worked for ESPN as
an executive producer of original entertainment, and in Hollywood as a
feature-film development executive.
He lives with his wife and children in
Connecticut.
If you are unable to attend these
events, feel free to call and reserve an
autographed copy. If you have any
questions, please call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535.

LEVY’S GHOST...On top, the three leads stand at the bow of the USS Constellation, the venue for Levy’s Ghost. From left to right, they are: Tony Colavito (as
Uriah Levy); Claire Dorsey (as Amanda/Sally Hemings); and Tim King (as
Thomas Jefferson). The lower picture shows the three on Monticello, at the
graveside of Rachel Levy, Uriah’s mother.
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Inkpen’s Kipper Comes Up
With New Alphabet Twist
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big Brown Rooster is tired of plain
old chicken feed and dreams of eating delicious strawberry shortcake,
just like the one his grandmother used
to make. So he finds his grandmother’s
recipe book and gets to work in “CookA-Doodle-Do,” written by Janet
Stevens and Susan Stevens Crummel.
This Harcourt Inc. re-release (2005)
is the recipient of numerous awards.
Valuable cooking hints appear alongside the text, explaining various cooking terms. Included is a recipe for
strawberry shortcake, just like the one
Big Brown Rooster bakes. Recommended for readers ages four to eight.
Just when you thought there
couldn’t possibly be another creative
way to write about the alphabet, along
comes “Kipper’s A to Z: An Alphabet
Adventure” by Mick Inkpen. You
won’t believe what Kipper, and his
friend, Arnold, comes up with for the
letter “X”! The book, published by
Harcourt, Inc. (2005) received
Publisher’s Weekly’s Best Book of
the Year award, among other accolades. “Kipper’s A to Z” is a great
addition to the other books in the
Kipper series.

www.goleader.com
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For Kids

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

FALL SESSIONS NOW FORMING
For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

500 North Avenue East, Westfield
(908) 654-5663

The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts

&

With Marylou Morano

Kids
'n'
Arts
Art Music Drama
Now With Beginner Recorder & Violin Class!

Ages 3-5 AM & PM Classes
Register Now! 908-789-9696
150-152 East Broad Street Westfield, NJ 07090

The universal theme of a parent’s
unconditional love for his or her child
gets an Artic twist in “Mama Do You
Love Me?” written by Barbara M.
Joosse and published by Chronicle
Books in 1991. The back of the book
contains a lot of information about
Native Artic People that young elementary school aged children will
find fascinating.
Claudia Mills, creator of the “Gus
and Grandpa,” series has recently published “Ziggy’s Blue Ribbon Day”
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005), a
delightful story of a boy who really
doesn’t care for track-and-field day.
Ziggy’s not too good at sports, but he
loves to draw. See how he wins not
one, but five blue ribbons in this
charming story, which every child
will relate to.”
Jackie French Koller, author of
“One Monkey Too Many” has reCONTINUED ON PAGE 19

The Fall 2005 New Jersey Film
Festival will take place from Friday,
September 9 through Friday, November 18 at Rutgers, New Brunswick.
See the more familiar films such as
Star Wars: Episode 3-Revenge of
the Sith, or go for the more obscure,
indie films such as Andy Warhol’s
Screen Tests, or the documentary film,
Enron: The Smartest Guys in the
Room. It’ll cost less than your typical blockbuster. For times, tickets,
and location, call (732) 932.8482 or
visit www.njfilmfest.com.
*******
The Town Book Store, 255 East
Broad Street in Westfield, will host
two authors on Saturday, September
10. Journalist Helen Chantal-Pike will
sign her new book, Asbury Park’s
Glory Days: The Story Of An American Resort, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
The book chronicles the city’s heyday—the 90-year period between
1890 and 1980. Later, from 2 to 4
p.m., meet Tom Canavan, and check
out his new book, I Don’t Have Time
For This: My Battle With Cancer, the
story of a busy editor who, after being
diagnosed with lung cancer at age 41,
refused to surrender any part of his
life while waging war against his
illness. Call (908) 233-3535 for information, or to reserve your copy of
either book.
*******
The 32nd German Heritage Festival 2005 will be held on Sunday,
September 11 at the PNC Bank
Arts Center in Holmdel. Activities
will include: folk dancing, exhibits,
bands, a chorus, a soccer tournament, and, of course, authentic
German food and beer. Parking is
free, and for a discount admission
offer visit: http://www.ghf-nj.org/
Ticket.htm or call (908) 561-4382.
*******
The New York Renaissance Faire
in Tuxedo comes alive with period
games, crafts, theatre, costumes,
food, and a unique atmosphere of
days gone by. Dress up and drive up
to Sterling Forest, 600 Route 17A,
on Saturdays and Sundays through
September 25. Log onto http://
www.renfair.com/NY/index.php
for information and discount coupons, or call (845) 351-5174.
*******
On Sunday, September 11, the
Frelinghuysen Arboretum in
Morristown will have a free, familyfriendly all-day program, Focus on
Mexico, with a variety of activities
including a demonstration on Aztec
pharmacology, salsa-tasting, crafts,
workshops and lectures on both vanilla and chocolate. There is a registration form and more information at:
http://www.arboretumfriends.org/
index.php.

Additional Education
News on Page 19

Kids ‘n’ Arts Develops
Creativity in Pre-Schoolers
WESTFIELD — For parents of
pre-schoolers who are looking for a
unique experience for their children,
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
has begun enrollment for its Kids ‘n’
Arts program. This innovative exposure to music, art and drama introduces youngsters to a world of creative expression.
Intended for children ages three,
four and five, Kids ‘n’ Arts meets
weekly for a two-hour session. Parents can choose a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday class, either from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 12:30 to 2:30
p.m. The 15-week fall session begins
on Thursday, September 27 and runs
until Thursday, January 26. There will
also be sessions in the winter and the
spring.
During the two-hour class, the children are introduced to the arts. The
class begins with a meeting on the
Rainbow Rug, where the children are
welcomed.
Students then rotate to the art area.
Here they create arts and crafts, using
a variety of mediums, while listening
to Mozart in the background.
The group then continues to the
music area, where they use their voices
to learn about rhythm and pitch. During music, they are also introduced to
percussion and tonal instruments. The
fall and winter sessions include playing the recorder, while the spring
semester includes introductory violin lessons.

In theater crafts, children will learn
to express themselves through acting, theater games, creative movement, dance, puppetry and pantomime.
The instructors for Kids ‘n’ Arts
include Diane Burkam, who holds a
BA degree in art education from College Misericordia. An art teacher and
practicing artist, Mrs. Burkam has
taught in the art department of the
Westfield Summer Workshop and creative arts at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts.
A graduate of the Manhattan School
of Music with a BA in musical performance, Mrs. Pineda has been the
musical director of various productions at the Westfield Summer Workshop. She is also director of The Little
Opera Company of New Jersey and
advisor to The Light Bulb Players.
Dr. Ted Schlosberg, founder and
executive director of NJWA, holds a
BA and an MM from Trenton State
College and an Ed.D. in creative arts
from Rutgers University. Dr.
Schlosberg is proficient in teaching
and performing on most band and
orchestral instruments.
For more information on enrollment in the Kids ‘n’ Arts program,
call (908) 789-9696 or visit the
office at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Additional information on all NJWA programs can be
found
on
the
web
at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

