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KELLIE RIGANO, HOLLY MINTZ NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Lady Soccer Raiders Expect
Season, Tournament Success

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the minds of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team and Head Coach Kevin Ewing,
total success will not be attained until
this year’s Raider girls reign supreme
in tournament play.

Last year, the lady Raiders finished
17-3-2 and were ranked 12th just
after the sectional finals. The top-
seeded Raider girls were stunned, 2-
1, by ninth-seeded Rahway in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament. They swatted the
Holmdel Hornets, 5-0, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament, then
jolted No. 8 Mendham after a 3-1
shootout before being stopped, 3-1,
by top-seeded Ridge in the finals.

“It’s nice to get ranked. It’s nice for
the girls, but winning the tourna-
ments means a little bit more than
where you finished ranked in the
polls,” said Ewing.

With seven returning starters and
16 letter winners, the Raiders seem to
have the artillery to carry their suc-
cess one step further.

“That’s a very good sign. The kids
know what we expect of them. We
have a number of young kids coming
into the program, who were in the JV
program and some pretty good fresh-
men. It’s looking pretty good,” said
Ewing.

Senior Co-Captains Kellie Rigano
(Second Team All-Union County [UC]
midfielder), who netted 12 goals and
a team-leading 15 assists, and for-
ward Hallie Mintz, along with junior
midfielder Allie Hambleton (First

Team All-UC), who led the team in
scoring with 15 goals while contribut-
ing 12 assists, pose an ominous offen-
sive threat. Senior track star Meaghan
Kelly, along with sophomore Alana
Bencivegno in the midfield and junior
forward Colleen LaForge, will add

pesky depth to the strike force.
“Allie (Hambleton)! She’s obviously

one of the best players in the county, if
not one of the best players in the state.
She is our go-to player. She plays like
a guy. She has that type of speed and
that type of ability and skills. She is
not afraid to take charge and go at it
with the other team,” said Ewing who
added, “Kellie (Rigano) is an excel-

lent player, who has great skills with
the ball. She’s similar to Allie, maybe
not the same type of speed, but she
plays hard all the time and the two in
the middle of the field run our team for
us. They look for each other and play
well together.”

Getting back into the action at midfield
will be junior Lauren Weisbrod, who
played many positions for the team last
year. “She’s really going to step up this
year. She’s in great shape and committed
to playing.”

In the backfield, the Raiders have a
wealth of multi-sport athletes who can
pester opposing strike forces into sub-
mission: Junior sweeper Allie Zazzali
(Third Team All-UC) will be joined
with backs, sophomore Bridget
Cornwell who finished fifth in the 800
meters at the Section 2, Group 3 track
meet last spring, and junior Lisa
Carmarda.

“Allie has really improved. Her fresh-
man year, she got an average amount of
playing time and last year, she stepped
up as our sweeper and was the anchor
on our defense,” said Ewing.

That active and athletic backfield
is expected to give strong support to
junior three-year starting goalie
Lauren Mains (Second Team All-UC),
who recorded 12 shutouts last season

and allowed only 11 goals.
“Lauren is one of the best goalies

around. She amazes me. She’s very
athletic, very strong,” said Ewing.

“We are going to look to do better in
the counties, win the Watchung Con-
ference and really do well in the states,”
concluded Ewing.

The Raiders open at Westfield on
Friday, September 9, at 1 p.m.
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Westfield...Charming Colonial home with many improvements.
New designer KIT w/granite counter,cherry cabinets,top-of-the-line
appliances, sunny eating area. Updated main bath. LR/frplc, FDR
w/BI’S, Den. Hwfls, RR, 2 CG. Large fenced yard. $729,500

Westfield...Beautiful 3 BR Colonial in walking distance schools,
transportation and town. LR/frplc, spacious FDR, sunny den with bay
wndw, newer EIK opens to oversized cedar DK. New custom bath,
natural chestnut trim, Ref Hwdfls, new RR. CAC. $539,500

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, September 2nd  1-4pm  •  414 Codding Road

Nobody will ever accuse me of be-
ing a blueblood. But more than a few
people might say that I do bleed
(Westfield) blue and white.

These days there is also a tinge of
red and blue, the colors of the
Neshaminy Redskins, in my current
town of Langhorne, Pa. The Skins are
ranked No. 9 in the country in the
USAToday preseason rankings and host
No. 20 St. Joseph Prep of Philadelphia
tomorrow night at Heartbreak Ridge.
(Count me among those 10,000 or so
that will be there.

But let me tell you all this right now.
While I’ll always bleed Westfield blue,
and while I’ll follow the Skins all the
way to Hershey Stadium if they make it
to state finals again this year … I have
been to Football Heaven already. Last
week I made my bi-annual drive west
along Lincoln Highway (Route 30) to
Massillon, Ohio, where football is king,
queen, exalted ruler, czar, president and
anything else you want to call it.

The evening before the opening
game against a very solid Dover Tor-
nadoes team, several thousand fans –
young and old alike – pack a square
downtown as the mayor leads young
kids in tiger growls. The band is there,
the cheer squad, the coach, the players,
and a 50-foot inflatable Tiger. Every-
thing in the town of 33,000 is Tigers.
It’s been this way since Paul Brown
was the coach in the 1930s and early
’40s, and it’s this way now.

The new coach is Tom Stacy, a former
assistant who is replacing Rick Shepas.
The only problem with Shepas’ six-
year reign was back-to-back 4-6 sea-
sons (against a murderous schedule)
and back-to-back losses to Canton-
McKinley. Rumors have it that some
high placed boosters in town found

Looking for Football Heaven?
It’s About 500 Miles West

Shepas a college coaching job.
So I get out there last Wednesday and

discover that interest in the game is at an
all-time high. Reportedly, over 14,000
tickets had been sold as of Wednesday
morning. Yes, that is fourteen thou-
sand! By gametime Thursday, the offi-
cial total was 15,461 paid, although
there didn’t appear to many empty seats
in Paul Brown Tiger Stadium.

And I can tell you this: if Neshaminy
is the No. 9 team in America, Massillon
must be between 1 and 8. There is no
way my Skins could dream of staying
with Massillon. Stacy comes in and
switches his 6-foot-2, 230-pound quar-
terback, who threw for 1,200 yards
and eight touchdowns, to outside line-
backer. He takes the returning tailback,
an outstanding runner, and makes him
a backup, switching a reserve defen-
sive back to tailback (where he gained
170 yards vs. Dover).

But it’s the athleticism of the team,
the passion of the entire town, the awe-
someness of the band … everything
about the town seems to revolve around
the Tigers football team. There are mas-
sive websites, two stores selling
Massillon-related things (for $5 I got a
1994 Sports Illustrated that featured a
story by legendary writer Leigh
Montville, who covered the 100th meet-
ing of Massillon and Canton McKinley),
there are four different booster clubs
involved with the football program, there
is a stadium that is beyond words.

Granted, the famous Massillon Ti-
ger Swing Band was out-pointed by an
amazing Dover band at halftime
(Dover’s rendition of Big Noise from
Winnetka making the difference to this
judge), but overall, if you’re a high
school sports fan, and a high school
football fan in particular, you owe it to
yourself to get to Massillon. Forget
Odessa, Texas. No way to Valdosta,
Ga. Sorry Brockton, Mass.

Oh, this weekend Massillon is play-
ing in the other Paul Brown Stadium,
the one the Cincinnati Bengals use.
They’re participating in a four-game
gala event featuring the four top teams
in Cincinnati (Massillon faces highly
regarded Elder), plus teams from Ohio
and northern Kentucky.

WHS FOOTBALL UPDATE
My sources tell me the Devils looked

pretty decent last Thursday against
Long Branch in a scrimmage at Wall
High School. Nick DeRosa had a touch-
down pass – something that didn’t
happen all last season – Andrew Shaffer
ran well and Cowles Stewart was the
dominating force that he can be.

Monday night’s scrimmage against
Bayonne appeared to be a different
story. While missing the first portion
after getting stuck in traffic on the
Parkway, the final hour or so wasn’t
much to watch even if you wear blue-
colored glasses, as I do.

WHS concludes its preseason with a
game-type scrimmage at Livingston
tomorrow night at 7.

DEN TRIVIA
Name the former WHS soccer player

who had a recurring role during the
first season of Hill Street Blues, was
the maestro on Seinfeld, and who also
starred in the classic National
Lampoon’s Animal House.

AN ALL-AMERICAN BOY
Pat Daurio, a senior at WHS, re-

ceived his All-American plaques this
summer, for being among the nation’s
best swimmers in the 200 individual
medley and 100 breaststroke.

Daurio is a co-captain of this year’s

team and was a key member of state
championship squads in 2003 and
2004. He is the first All-American at
WHS since Seth Burstein in 1999.

GOOD SUMMER FOR GIRLS
The foundation of the WHS girls

basketball team had a very good sum-
mer, going 9-1 in the Millburn Sum-
mer League. The lone loss was by a
couple points to Union Catholic; the
wins came over Union (55-26),
Rahway (35-28), Hillside (49-36),
Mountain Lakes (48-24), Columbia
(29-21), Chatham (37-36), Roselle
Catholic (25-22), Cranford (48-16) and
New Providence (58-32).

Erin Miller averaged over 17 points
per game to lead the way, with
Stephanie Slodyczka (10.5), Gabrielle
O’Leary (6.2), Katie Cronen (5.0),
Danielle Infantino (5.0), Casey El
Koury (4.2) and Dianna Venezia (1.0)
helping. Miller, Slodyczka, O’Leary
and Infantino will be WHS sopho-
mores, Cronen and El Koury are jun-
iors while Venezia is only going into
eighth grade this year. When she joins
the others next year, WHS could be a
pretty good club.

UN-REALITY TV
Montour High School, in McKees

Rocks, Pennsylvania, will be featured
on an upcoming ESPN reality show
called “Bound for Glory,” which pre-
miers September 20. The ESPN cam-
eras will be following the every move-
ment of the Spartans and “head coach”
Dick Butkus.

Dick Butkus? The 2005 Pennsylva-
nia Football News Resource Guide
lists Lou Cerra as the head coach, and
he will reportedly be calling the shots.
The team is coming off a dismal 1-8
season. But, thanks to the news that
ESPN cameras will catch their every
move, local fans are coming out of the
woodwork for their possible 15 sec-
onds of fame waving at a camera and
have bought over 1,000 season tickets.

I’m a huge high school football fan,
but I have no interest in watching an-
other ESPN schlock show. What has
happened at that station? It’s become
almost unwatchable.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Mark Metcalf, WHS Class of 1964,

went from a starting fullback on the
first WHS soccer team, under coach
Bjarne Tonneson, to playing Douglas
Neidermayer in Animal House.

Devil’s Den appears Thursdays in
the Westfield Leader during the school
year. Your comments and suggestions
are welcomed at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Blue Devils!

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR C IRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

 

Kimberley A. Haley 
www.KimHaley.com 
Direct Line 908.301.2004 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

CLASSIC CENTER HALL COLONIAL 
 

Pristine and impressive center hall Colonial home on one of 

Westfield’s most sought after streets offering 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 
baths, an updated Kitchen with breakfast nook, formal Dining 
Room and Living Room with fireplace, screened porch, hardwood 
floors, built-ins, and finished Recreation Room situated on park- 

like property.                                     Offered for $1,199,000                                       

CHARMING  COLONIAL 

906 COOLIDGE STREET, WESTFIELD 
Lovely 7 room Colonial home in quiet neighborhood boasting 4 
Bedrooms, a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen and stainless steel 
appliances. Formal Living and Dining Rooms underlain by 
hardwood floors, new Powder Room, finished Rec room, central air 
and new deck overlooking park-like property.  Walking distance to 

NYC train.                                                       Offered for $679,000 

SPACIOUS COLONIAL 
 

Immaculate and charming Colonial situated in a quiet family 
neighborhood offering 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, an updated 
Kitchen with breakfast bar, formal Dining Room & Living 
Room w/fireplace and built-ins, Den, Mudroom and Laundry 

Room, hardwood floors, close to downtown Westfield and NYC 
transportation.                                   Offered for $659,000 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2005   ~   1:00PM-4:00PM 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING INSTRUCTIONS…Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing shows Allie Hambleton
how to drill a perfect shot into the net.

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results:

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association of
Scotch Plains announced the results
of the 100% Handicap Stroke Tour-
nament held August 23.

FLIGHT A:
Low Gross: Fil Scuderi 49
Low Net: Scuderi 31
Second: Petie Prybylski 34
Third: Marge Grimmer/Mary Shea/Susie
Schwarz 35

FLIGHT B:
Low Gross: Barbara Laguna 50
Low Net: Laguna 30
Second: Nettie Maguire/Jo Miller 32

FLIGHT C:
Low Gross: Tania Dente 54
Low Net: Dente 30
Second: Mary Ann Schuler 33
Third: Dolores Veghte/Nancy
Christensen/Evelyn Hecker 35
Chip-in: Claire Knaus/Nancy
Christensen #3


