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GIANNACI, WEBER, STRONG NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Football Raiders Look to Dry
‘Wetness’ Behind Their Ears

TAYLOR, THOMASHOW, FLEMING NAMED CAPTAINS

Soccer Blue Devil Boys Must
Earn The Starting Positions

SINNENBERG, BRIDGMAN SELECTED CO-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Ladies Look
To Excel With Speed, Youth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Noting that last year the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team lost 22 players to gradua-
tion, Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli
commented, “We are reloading. We
do have a great bunch of new kids
coming up. Are they raw? Yes! Are
they good? Yes!”

The 2004 Raiders finished with a
modest 6-5 record but eight of their
opponents qualified for the state play-
offs. Additionally, they displayed their
grit by ripping second-seeded War-
ren Hills, 21-0, in the Section 2, Group

3 quarterfinals and by coming back
from a 28-7 deficit in their 28-21, loss
to eventual champion West Morris.
The Raiders took a final step to re-
spect on Thanksgiving Day with a
13-12 triumph over Elizabeth.

This season, the Raiders must earn
their respect with just two returning
starters, senior Captains Nick
Giannaci and Colin Weber.

“We are really young and inexperi-
enced, so we are going to take it
slowly. We do have a good group and
our sophomore group had a great
team but we are wet behind the ears.
We are going to have to get experi-

enced quickly in our scrimmages. We
can’t treat them like a veteran team.
We are aware of that as a coaching
staff,” said Ciccotelli who added, “We
only have two returning starters and
one is being moved from the position
he started at.”

Weber, who played split end last
year, will take the reigns as quarter-
back (QB) and Giannaci will remain
at defensive middle linebacker (MLB)
and offensive fullback (FB). Addi-
tional experience will come from se-
nior Tri-Captain/halfback (HB)
Rashawn Strong who jumped into the

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
soccer team under second year Head
Coach Katie Egan and Assistant
Coach Joe Paradise appear to have
the right formula for success. Egan
and the Blue Devils put forth an ex-
cellent effort last season where they
made it to the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) semifinals, then played
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 finals and finished with a 13-6-3
record. The Blue Devils graduated 10
seniors last year.

“We are in kind of rebuilding stage
and I will look at numerous under-
classmen to fill in starting positions,”
stated Egan. “One of our major posi-
tives about this young group is that
we have speed. I’m looking to have a
quick passing style because that will
be our strength. We have numerous
players who have experienced really
good spring and summer club sea-
sons and they’re probably one of the
hardest working groups I have seen
yet. Everyone is enthusiastic, we have

excellent group chemistry and they’re
having a good time. Hopefully, some
of that will bring us through.”

Some of the key improvements
Coach Egan will look for will be
strong attacks towards the goal while
urging forwards and midfielders to
take shots from 20-yards out. Defen-
sively, the Blue Devils will look to
push up quickly utilizing speed as
their strength.

Unfortunately, key pre-season in-
juries to Allison Bridgman and back-
up keeper Claire Bennett have side-
lined both girls for the season. The
vacancies promise to be challenging
positions to fill. Seniors, goalkeeper
Lauren Sinnenberg and Bridgman,
have been named Co-Captains.

The Blue Devils’ biggest strength
will be Sinnenberg, who brings with
her four years of experience and is the
most stable and composed player on
the field. Providing the key to the
defense will be MaryKate Luca and
Miriam-Becker Cohen who will an-
chor the back.

“MaryKate is very vocal, has lots

of speed as a sweeper, so we will be
looking to her to lead the attack on
transition,” said Egan.

Junior Gillian Kape, a great ball
distributor, will be the leader at the
middle position.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nearly all the starting positions on
the Westfield High School boy’s soc-
cer team are up for grabs according to
George Kapner, who is in his 15th
season as Blue Devil varsity boys
Head Coach.

“We are way too early in the pro-
cess. We haven’t even finished sepa-
rating the varsity and JV yet. There’s
such a high but equal level of quality
players in the program that I decided
to, instead of making a decision now,
I’m going to go through a scrimmage
or two and then solidify the varsity
and JV,” explained Kapner.

Last year, the Blue Devil varsity
suffered its worst season ever, finish-
ing with a 2-12-3 record. The good
news is that the Blue Devil junior

varsity team, led by first-year Head
Coach Alex Schmidt and his assistant
Chris Partelow, completed its season
sharing the Union County JV title
after battling Scotch Plains-Fanwood
to a 0-0, double overtime tie in the
finals. The JVs finished the season at
17-0-2, and allowed only four goals
all season.

This season, Kapner has made a
strategic shift in the coaching respon-
sibilities.

“We’ve moved the coaching staff
around. We have the same coaches
but Alex Schmidt, who did a phenom-

enal, phenomenal job with the JVs
last year, is coming up to the varsity
and Chris Partelow is volunteering
with the varsity. My long-time assis-
tant Dave Shapiro is going to work
with the JVs along with volunteer
coach Chris Carson. We have a lot of
quality athletes, a lot of quality soc-
cer players, and the reason for the
switch in the coaches is, to be honest,
I’m not 25 anymore. They have
bounds of energy because those two
are in their 20’s. When I have my
down days, they will be there to fill
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004

Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD $1,180,000
Classic center hall Colonial on the bend of a tree-lined street in “the Gardens.”  This home hosts four large Bedrooms, two full and one half baths.
Enjoy an expansive eat-in Kitchen with newer appliances and windows on three sides of its breakfast nook. Two sets of double doors lead to Family
Room with high ceilings and sliders to back yard. Additional leisure space is found in the finished basement Recreation Room. Both formal Dining
Room and front-to-back Living room have bow windows with window seats overlooking a handsome front yard over 150’ wide.  WSF0654

Must see, mint condition, one owner custom colonial built in 1967.

Raised living room with granite and marble fireplace, like new

hardwood floors, formal dining room, eat in kitchen with built in

separate organization area, fabulous finished basement with wet bar

and full bath, newer roof and C/Air, 3 zone heat, central vacuum and

new stainless appliances. Offered at $729,000. Call to see it today!

189 Elm Street Westfield, NJ 07090

Richard J. Carolan, SCRREA
State Certified Residential

Real Estate Appraiser - Realtor - Broker

Office: 908-301-1533

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 8

The eighth annual All-Corbin
Team will appear in the September
8 issue of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. The All-Corbin Team fea-
tures photos of fine or unusual
plays, umpires and fan shots taken
at local softball league games. Ad-
ditionally, All-Corbin may include
youth baseball and Senior Ameri-
can Legion photos.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

Westfield
$595,000

Outdoor paradise.  3 bedroom,
1.5 bath split with newer
baths and many updates.
Great yard with patio/party
area & more.  WSF0723
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR THE VARSITY POSITIONS…The Blue Devil soccer boys have been very competitive amongst
themselves. Each player must earn his varsity position according to Head Coach George Kapner.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING HEAVILY ON SPECIAL TEAMS…Raider Tri-Captain Nick Giannaci leaps high into the air in an
effort to block a field goal attempt during a scrimmage with Cedar Grove and Hudson Catholic on August 26.


