
Page 4  Thursday, September 1, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Fanwoodian Writes, ‘Sadly, There Is
No Noble Cause For Iraq War’

Two letters in the August 25 edition
of The Westfield Leader and The Times
sought to answer the question posed by
Cindy Sheehan: For what noble cause
did her son die in the streets of Iraq?

J. Kistler argues we are in a war with
Islamic extremists who seek to destroy
us, invoking the Iranian hostage crisis
and September 11 as proof. Brian and
Denise Colleran see the noble cause as
spreading liberty to the oppressed.

J. Kistler surely must know that Iraq
and Saddam Hussein had nothing to do
with either the Iranian hostage crisis or
the attacks of September 11. Justifying
a war against Iraq as a response to
September 11 is like justifying a war
against China as a response to Pearl
Harbor.

Osama Bin Laden and Al-Qaida were
responsible for the attacks of Septem-
ber 11, and we invaded Afghanistan to
hunt them down. As the September 11
Commission has found, there is “no
credible evidence that Iraq and Al-
Qaida cooperated on attacks against
the United States.”

If our goal was to establish a foot-
hold of liberty and democracy in the
region, we should have kept our focus
on Afghanistan. Imagine how much
good we could have accomplished (and
how many thousands of needless deaths
we could have avoided) by spending
$200 billion improving and develop-
ing Afghanistan, instead of waging war
against Iraq.

Of course, had we not invaded Iraq,

Saddam Hussein would still be in
power, but he would still be under the
close watch of UN weapons inspec-
tors. The Iraqi people would still be
under the rule of a brutal dictator, but
they would not live in fear of daily car
bomb attacks. Perhaps, years from now,
they will be living a better life under
democratic rule — or perhaps they
will be living a worse life under a
repressive fundamentalist Islamic
state.

The desire to install a democratic
government in another country is not a
legitimate basis to start a war; this is
not why we attacked Iraq. We went to
war with Iraq because our President
falsely claimed that Iraq’s “nuclear
mujahideen” were aggressively devel-
oping nuclear capabilities, and that
Hussein could have a nuclear weapon
within a year.

“Facing clear evidence of peril,” the
President warned the nation, “we can-
not wait for the final proof — the
smoking gun — that could come in the
form of a mushroom cloud.” If he were
right, the war would have been justi-
fied. But, he was wrong, and he wrongly
led our nation to war.

The sad answer to Ms. Sheehan’s
question is that her son died to defend
our country against a threat that was, at
best, an illusion. There is no noble
cause.

Rich Meade
Fanwood

Scotch Plains Reader Says County is
Playing Taxpayers For Fools

I read with great interest Tina Renna’s
many letters printed in The Scotch Plains
- Fanwood Times regarding her requests
for verification from Union County Of-
ficials regarding the spending of tax-
payer money.

The county indicated that it was cost-
ing a considerable amount of money to
respond to her questions filed under
Open Public Records Act (OPRA).

The view from a taxpayer is the county
only has a concern for expenses when
questions regarding their spending hab-
its are raised. They don’t appear to give
it second thought when the money is
going into theirs or their cronies’ pock-
ets. I’ll list a few examples that Mrs.
Renna and others in Union County have
mentioned in the past.

The $46,731 given to the brother of
the acting governor, such that he can
retire at an age that most of us will never
be able to do and receive a full taxpayer
funded pension. One can only imagine
how comfortable he will have it on a
taxpayer funded pension of $98,000 a
year! This extra money was not needed
since the state would have provided his
services free of charge.

Retroactive pay rises to the Free-
holders; County officials taking tax-
payer trips to Hawaii; when many of us
can only afford to go to Bow Craft on
Route 22.

Eight-three pages of county employ-
ees; It is no wonder that government
employment is one of the greatest areas
for job growth. Sixty of these employ-
ees are compensated in excess of
$100,000 a year. How many of us tax-
payers are compensated to such a level?
In fact, the county manager receives
$144,000 a year and the county head of
schools approximately $105,000 for
their services.

It would appear that working for the
county is the way to riches on the backs
of the hard working homeowners in
Union County.

Patronage positions; An example of
this is the $66,000 a year that the Vol-
unteer Coordinator at Runnels Hospital
receives for the position. It should be
pointed out the individual is a Demo-
crat Assembly person. Once again, how
many county residents receive $66,000
year from their employers? In fact, it
was mentioned that this may be signifi-
cantly more that the person who had
this position before. Also some of us
question the receiving payment at all
since it would appear to be a contradic-
tion in terms when one considers it is a
“Volunteer” coordinator.

No wonder we can’t get property tax
reform with some too busy staying in
office and pocketing our money.

These abuses were financed by an
almost 10 percent increase in this year’s
county property tax and results in an
approximately $1,600 levy in my mu-

nicipality for an average assessed house.
The county in turn decides to have

their meetings only in Elizabeth, were
many us have problems attending. There
is no television broadcast, no telephone
call-ins with questions, nor is their a
more convenient meeting point such as
at the county facilities in Westfield or
Scotch Plains, which are more centrally
located.

This results in lack of participation
by residents and makes one wonder if
this is not planned.

Mrs. Renna, please keep up the good
work, and let us all know how we can
join the fight. The taxpayers are being
played for fools, and I for one don’t like
it. We can only hope that a power above
the state investigates these activities as
was done in other NJ counties. Only
they can bring justice to the taxpayers,
since there does not appear to be any
coming from our county leaders.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Dan Weiss Writes ‘It’s Great to be
Back, Thank You All!’

On August 1, my life took a sudden and
unpredicted turn for the worse. I find now
that as I’m recovering and beginning to
feel my way through the aftermath with
all of its complexity, there are and will
continue to be many encouraging and
positive things to balance the shock and
sadness.

I’d like to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude and humbled appre-
ciation for the unbelievable outpouring of
love and support that I, along with my
wife, Mary Olive Smith, my son Jesse,
my mom Lucille, and all the rest of my
family have received of late. Good wishes
and healing energy have been pouring our
way from friends, family, acquaintances
old and new, library colleagues and pa-
trons, the residents of Fanwood and so
many more, which has given us hope and
strengthened us during this ordeal.

The list of those who need thanking for
coming to my aid during this most diffi-
cult time has become quite extensive.
First, the entire staff at the Fanwood
Memorial Library deserves special rec-
ognition for the incredible job they have
done in both dealing with this tragedy and
its aftermath, which were played out there,
as well as in keeping the library function-
ing and serving all the residents of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

I would specifically like to pay tribute
and express my heartfelt thanks to all of
the members of the Fanwood Police De-
partment and the Fanwood Rescue Squad
who without a doubt, saved my life that
day, along with the wonderful care I re-
ceived at the University Hospital Trauma
Center in Newark. All of their calm, com-
petent professionalism colored with car-

ing continues to be inspirational.
The help and support and feeling of

trust I’ve received from the Mayor and
Council of Fanwood, the Library Board
of Trustees, everyone who works for the
borough, our counterparts at the Scotch
Plains Public Library and its director Meg
Kolaya, and so many of the local people
we serve at the library have reminded me
of what I’ve always known, that Fanwood
is a most wonderful town and place to
work.

As most of you may know, after the
library my other love is music. I can often
be found performing and playing the gui-
tar and singing bluegrass, honky-tonk,
country and American roots music, often
with my wife, Mary Olive. The real sto-
ries that country music tells and its true
and honest voice are what make it so
compelling to me, and so timeless. As life
deals each of us our sometimes unex-
pected hand, I’ll hold on to the belief that
it is love, friends and music that will see
us through.

Please stop in to the library when you
get a chance to say hello, and thank the
staff there for providing you with world
class library service in the small, friendly
environment we’ve all come to love and
expect – and come listen to me sing and
play sometime.

It’s hard to find all of the words that can
truly and fully express the depth of the
impact of this experience on me, both
positive and negative, so I’ll just close by
saying one more big thank you to every-
one — and it’s great to be back!

Dan Weiss, Director
Fanwood Memorial Library

Firefighters Thanked
For Saving FW Home
On behalf of our family, we would

like to thank all Union County
Firefighters from the bottom of our
hearts for your remarkable and effec-
tive efforts on Saturday, August 20,
when you saved our Fanwood home
from burning down. You are generous
and courageous people, and we feel
extremely fortunate to have you serv-
ing our community.

We got a call on that Saturday while
on vacation that our house was on fire.
We raced home frantically in four hours
and were surprised to find our house
basically in tact. Although the neigh-
borhood experienced an alarming fire
with two streets blocked off, flames,
thick smoke, and many rescue person-
nel and equipment, our three young
children were sheltered from this trau-
matic experience, largely because of
your rapid and effective efforts. While
the water and smoke damage was frus-
trating, it was a welcome relief that
nobody was hurt, and you contained the
fire to the least used section of the
house, both of which are miracles to us.

On Sunday, we spoke with two
Fanwood firefighters. Firefighter Dave
Zigler told us that in five or ten more
minutes our whole house would have
gone up in flames. The firefighters were
able to quickly contain the fire in the
attic so the fire could not cross it and
sweep down the other side. Dave also
told us that Westfield and Fanwood
fought the fire while Springfield and
Garwood were on call to back up the
Fanwood station – “Mutual Aid,” he
explained.

We chose to live in Fanwood because
of the warm community and its reci-
procity with Scotch Plains. “Mutual
Aid” taught us that our community is
not just two towns but also all of Union
County. We are more fortunate than we
even knew to live here.

The firefighters also told us that after
our fire, they went on to battle a tragic
fire in Clark the very same day, yet they
still took the time to stop by on Sunday
to see how things were going. You are
not only brave firefighters; you are also
kind and thoughtful people.

We cannot thank you enough for your
dedication, both in saving our home and
in your work for Union County. Some-
times it takes a shocking event to re-
mind us how lucky we are. Thank you
again from the bottom of our hearts.

Sasha Slocum
David Blechinger

Fanwood

A History of Labor Day and
What it Means To Us Today

“All other holidays are in a more or less degree
connected with conflicts and battles of man’s prowess
over man, of strife and discord for greed and power, of
glories achieved by one nation over another. Labor
Day...is devoted to no man, living or dead, to no sect, race,
or nation,” said Samuel Gompers, founder and longtime
president of the American Federation of Labor.

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on
Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in
accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.

Through the years, the nation gave increasing em-
phasis to Labor Day. The first governmental recogni-
tion came through municipal ordinances passed dur-
ing 1885 and 1886. From them developed the move-
ment to secure state legislation. The first state bill was
introduced into the New York legislature, but the first

to become law was passed by Oregon on February 21,
1887. By 1894, 23 other states had adopted the holiday
in honor of workers, and on June 28 of that year,
Congress passed an act making the first Monday in
September of each year a legal holiday in the District
of Columbia and the territories.

Though Labor Day addresses by leading union
officials, industrialists, educators, clerics and govern-
ment officials are given wide coverage in newspapers,
radio, and television; we as people tend to spend more
time enjoying the day off and planning our picnics.

Though there are not as many of the kinds of laborers
that Labor Day was originally designed to relieve, the
holiday should remain as a tribute to those who gave so
much more to the foundation of our country than they
realized.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rif – To dismiss from employment
2. Thebaism – The habitual use of

opium
3. Theroid – Like an animal or beast
4. Jacal – A hut built of logs and daubed

with mud

JADISH
1. Scarred; grooved
2. Unbalanced; unstable
3. Precipitous; extremely steep
4. Tired, mean or worn out

POSNET
1. A large quill feather of a bird’s wing
2. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
3. A little basin or saucepan
4. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
PATHETIST

1. A hypnotist
2. An astringent or repellent
3. A phantom, ghost or vision
4. A confidence man; swindler

PEBA
1. A white fish found in some lakes in

Central and South America
2. A small armadillo found from Texas

to South America
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. Wet mud

Bramnick Calls for End to Zone
Pricing of Gas that’s Unfair to Area
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick (R-21) says citizens
should be aware that gas stations in
Summit pay more for gasoline than
those in Union. This is because of
“zone pricing.” The Legislature has
permitted, for many years, oil com-
panies to sell gasoline to gas sta-
tions at different rates. It appears
that gas stations in our suburbs pay
more for wholesale gas than the
urban and certain highway stations.

Asm. Bramnick has  sponsored a
bill (A-621) that ends discrimina-
tory prices of gasoline by location.
The oil industry suggests that zone
pricing is used to “meet competi-
tion” and it is a consumer friendly
law. The Assemblyman has pro-
posed, through  legislation, that zone
pricing be terminated.  Zone pricing
is not consumer friendly, but rather
costs the consumer more money.

“It appears that suburban gas sta-
tions in our legislative district are
required to pay a premium for what
we should call ‘suburban’ gas,” stated
Asm. Bramnick. “The ‘meet the
competition’ basis for zone pricing
has no logical basis and it is time for
the law to be eliminated.”

Asm. Bramnick states he has
worked in a bipartisan effort to ex-
pedite the process in the upcoming
legislative session and that  there are

both Republican and Democratic
sponsors on the bill.

Bill A-621 has had one hearing
before the Assembly Consumer Af-
fairs Committee and is currently
being held for a second reading. The
assemblyman said he hopes his col-
leagues will join together and lower
the price of gas.

Letters to the Editor

Bad Gas Found Out,
Station Shut Down

NEWARK – The state Office of
Weights and Measures (W&M) has
shut down a Buena Vista gas station
after a consumer complaint. Test-
ing of the octane showed that the
gas was significantly below adver-
tised levels.

Consumers with complaints can
call W&M headquartered in Avenel
at (732) 815-4840 or in Union
County at (908) 654-9845.

“We encourage motorists to con-
tact the State or their local Weights
and Measures Office to report any
suspected violations occurring at
gas stations,” Consumer Affairs
Director Kimberly Ricketts said.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see

www.goleader.com

Local Races Competitive This Year
As Campaign Kicks Off Next Week
Labor Day traditionally kicks off campaign sea-

son, and this year, there are races at the state, county
and municipal levels.

The race between U.S. Senator Jon Corzine and
Doug Forrester for governor is currently a 10-point
spread favoring Mr. Corzine, although that spread
is expected to tighten as we get closer to Election
Day. As the race kicks into high gear, we expect
things to heat up, with charges and countercharges
by both campaigns. Property tax and ethics reforms
are among the top issues. Republicans have not lost
two consecutive gubernatorial races since the days
of Governor Brendan Byrne in the 1970s.

Voters also will decide races in the General
Assembly. It is unlikely Republicans will be able to
win the majority back without a landslide victory
by Mr. Forrester. The State Senate is not up for
reelection until 2006.

We encourage voters to learn about the candi-
dates and the issues regardless of what the political
polls say about safe races.

At the county level, the seats of Democratic Free-
holders Rick Proctor, Angel Estrada and Nancy
Ward appear safe. They are being challenged by
Republicans Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood, Stuart
Kline of Fanwood and Albert Dill of Summit. The
GOP has not won a county race since 1994. Demo-
crats have held a 9-0 majority since 1998.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, a Democrat, should
earn another easy victory over Republican Saundra
Spector of Plainfield.

At the state level, District 21 Republican Assem-
blymen Eric Munoz, M.D. of Summit and Jon
Bramnick of Westfield are likely to have little
trouble in winning re-election against Steve Merman
of Cranford and Bruce Bergen of Springfield. The
seats of District 22 Assembly members Linda
Stender of Fanwood and Jerry Green of Plainfield
also appear safe from the challenge of Nancy
Malool, a Scotch Plains Councilwoman, and Elyse
Bochicchio-Medved of Rahway.

Most eyes in the local area will be on the Westfield
mayoral and town council races. Republican Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky, who replaced Greg McDermott

in June, is facing a stiff challenge from Democrat
Tom Jardim, a former two-term mayor.

In the First Ward, incumbent Sal Caruana will
face off against Audrey Fisch; Vicki Kimmins and
Frank Fusaro are seeking to replace Rafael
Betancourt in the Second Ward; former Westfield
Board of Education President Darielle Walsh and
former councilman David Haas are running for the
Third Ward seat vacated by Mr. Skibitsky and
currently occupied by Mrs. Walsh, and Eric Leuthold
and Thomas Bigosinski are seeking the seat occu-
pied by retiring Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman.

In Fanwood, Democrats Joan Wheeler and former
councilman Bruce Walsh are running against Re-
publicans Michael D’Antuono and Maureen
Mawby. Incumbents Mr. Kline and fellow Repub-
lican Andrew Calamaras are not seeking re-elec-
tion. A Democrat victory would give the party a 7-
0 majority, including the mayor’s office, on the
governing body.

Mountainside Councilmen Keith Turner and Paul
Mirabelli are running unopposed in their quest for
re-election. There are no seats up for election this
year in Scotch Plains.

Over the next few months, our airwaves will be
inundated with commercials from the Forrester and
Corzine campaigns, as well as the New York City
mayoral race. Locally, our mailboxes will be filled
with campaign literature, especially concerning the
Westfield races.

Our hope is that all campaigns will be issue and
not attack-oriented. We encourage anyone who is
not registered to vote to do so by the Tuesday,
October 11 deadline. The last day to apply for
absentee ballots by mail is Tuesday, November 1.

This newspaper has joined again with the League
of Women Voters to arrange televised candidate
forums in October for Westfield and for Fanwood.
Please let us know what you’d like to have dis-
cussed. We also provide space each week for the
candidates to write to you. We hope they do.

We wish all the candidates the best of luck in their
respective races.


