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SPF Schools Re-Open Wednesday;
Forty-Six Teachers Join District

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –As parents and
students alike prepare for the new school
year, so too is the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SP-F) school district. Throughout the
summer, the SP-F school district has
established a schedule, completed build-
ing repairs and hired new teachers.

This Wednesday, September 7, will
be the first day of school, and has been
the standard opening day for many
years. This year, the district is expect-
ing approximately 5,150 students, an
increase of 50 from last year.

“There is no way of telling the
exact number at this point,” Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
spokeswoman Kathleen Meyer said
in reference to pre-K enrollment. “We
don’t know the pre-K enrollment un-
til a few weeks into the school year.”

Ms. Meyer also noted that the larg-
est grade enrollment hikes occur in
the transfer from the middle schools

to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS).

“The trend has been an enrollment
bubble in the high school,” she said.

In order to support the increased
enrollment at SPFHS, the district needed
to do construction for the physical edu-
cation department. The girls’ locker
room has been expanded to create more
room for the incoming freshmen and
the gym has been modified.

Evergreen Elementary School also
had major work done on it over the
summer months. Evergreen required
asbestos removal from its floors in the
school wing of the building, as a portion
of it also serves as the administrative
offices of the SP-F Board of Education.
The floors were taken out and rebuilt.

“We were no longer in any bond
referendum projects,” Ms. Meyer said.
“All of the repairs and construction
work were part of normal summer
upkeep work.”

As well as new modifications, the

SP-F school district is also bringing
in 46 new teachers to help accommo-
date the increase in student popula-
tion. Thirteen of the new teachers
will teach a specific grade level in one
of the five elementary schools or in
Terrill Middle School, which has fifth
graders, as well as sixth through eighth
graders. Ten incoming teachers will
work at the high school and five will
teach in more than one school.

One of those who will teach in
multiple schools is Marcella Pugliese.
Not only is she going to work at
Evergreen Elementary School and
SPFHS, but she is also going to teach
two subjects, Italian and Spanish. She
is one of nine new foreign language
teachers in the district.

While several teachers will work in
two schools, Kathleen O’Gara will
work in three of the district’s elemen-
tary schools: Evergreen, School One
and Brunner. Ms. O’Gara is teaching

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEARING UP FOR A “CHEERFUL” SCHOOL YEAR…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School cheerleading squad has
been practicing very hard to provide school spirit for the fall athletic programs. The girls have been getting special training
from two members of an “Elite” cheerleading school from Pittsburgh, Pa.

Sticker-Shock At the Gas Pumps,
But No Reduction In Consumer Use

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Drivers everywhere are
wondering how much higher gas
prices will go. Prices at the pump
have escalated to an all-time, record
high, with the national average at
$2.65 per gallon as of Sunday.

The usual end-of-summer decline
in consumption will not be enough to
offset the additional increases ex-
pected from major disruptions to oil
facilities in the Gulf of Mexico caused
by Hurricane Katrina.

Refineries in the Gulf of Mexico,
which produce over one million bar-
rels a day, were shut down in antici-
pation of the hurricane causing an-
other jump in gasoline prices.

On Tuesday, crude oil rose to $70
per barrel, escalating gasoline prices
to $2.67 per gallon on the average,
nationwide. Every $10  dollar in-
crease per barrel raises the price of
gas at the pump approximately 13 to
15 cents per gallon, depending on the
source.

Gas prices rose approximately 13
cents in the last two weeks of August
alone, following a 20 cent increase
during the first two weeks of August.
Retail diesel prices also are rising at
unprecedented rates, closely mirror-
ing the increases in regular gasoline,
which has a ripple effect on every-
thing from apple juice to zippers that
are transported by truck and rail.

At the Sunoco Station on Route 22
and Willow Avenue in Scotch Plains,
a gallon of regular gasoline was $2.53
per  gallon on Saturday, and jumped
to $2.61 per gallon on Tuesday. Owner
of nine years, Om Bathla, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
prices are set by the parent company
of his franchise, with only a seven-
cent leeway for his profit. He said that
even though the cost to fill the tank
has doubled, from $15 to $20 last
year  to over $40 this year, people are
still filling up and consumption seems
to be steady. Customers are com-
plaining to him about the prices, but
most recognize that he is not to blame.

Hash Patel, managing partner of
the Route 22 Exxon in Scotch Plains,
said that people could only blame
themselves for not  voting for the
right political leaders. Mr. Patel told
The Times that voters put the wrong
politicians in power, who are allow-
ing this situation to escalate and mak-
ing poor political decisions that af-
fect the price of gasoline.

One of his customers, Scotch Plains
resident Wilma Lockhart, agreed that
politics have a lot to do with prices at
the pump. Ms. Lockhart said she be-
lieves that politicians could do some-
thing to stop the price from escalat-
ing, but are somehow profiting from
deliberate gouging.

The only solution she can think of
is to tell her teenage children to walk
instead of drive everywhere, and she
has stopped letting them use the car
for short trips to the store. Her family
rented a van to drive down south this
summer, instead of taking two cars,
which would have been too costly.

Westfield resident Stephen Tunney,
who was filling up at the Fanwood
Getty on South Avenue, where gas
went from $2.47 per gallon Saturday
to $2.69 Tuesday, said that although
supply and demand is mostly to blame,
he believes that politics and price
gouging are playing a part in the
sudden jump in price.

“The government could do some-
thing about it, but isn’t,” Mr. Tunney
said.

However, according to government
sources, the huge jump in retail prices
is not due to politics or price gouging,
which was the cause of the sudden
jump in prices in the 1970s. Accord-
ing to The Energy Information Ad-
ministration— a statistical agency of
the U.S. Department of Energy cre-
ated by Congress in 1977— the price
of gasoline is simply a matter of sup-
ply and demand economics in a glo-
bal economy.

The main cause for this rise in price
is that supply has not been able to
keep pace with demand, in part due to
emerging economies like China and

India using more gasoline than in
previous years, according to the EIA’s
website, www.EIA.doe.gov.

Other global economy experts
agree. According to Ben Halliburton,
co-founder and chief investment of-
ficer of Tradition Capital Manage-
ment in Summit, the rising price is
due to an increase in demand along
with dwindling supplies that are driv-
ing the price of every barrel of crude
oil up.

Productivity has decreased since
the 1980s, which is not a deliberate
reduction, but a function of the Earth’s
supply of crude oil in the wells. It is
becoming more difficult, time con-
suming and costly to extract crude oil
from deeper wells, he said.

Mr. Halliburton said that increased
demand by industrialized nations
would continue to outpace supply,
while the summer demand would
slack off in September, slightly low-
ering the price.

It’s difficult to say where the price
will settle out, Mr. Halliburton said,
adding “I don’t foresee a bubble burst-
ing and it’s not enough of an increase
to affect any significant change in the
overall economy, yet.”

“Oil prices would have to escalate
from the current $68 per barrel up to
$90 a barrel to see an energy-induced
inflation,” Mr. Halliburton said. He
does believe that people are already
changing the vehicles they purchase,
looking for smaller cars, rather than
large SUVs.  He said changes in con-
sumption will take time  to show up
on the market.

Local produce suppliers disagree
about how much the increase in gas
prices is affecting local economy. One
produce supplier at the Scotch Plains
outdoor produce market told The Times
that he has had to raise his prices, due
to increased transportation costs, which
is causing people to buy less of his
high-end dessert products.

Another produce supplier, Champ
Planet, who sells homemade chut-
neys, relishes and salsas, said, “gas is
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Schools Discuss NCLB;
Three Seek BOE Vacancy

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
further addressed the issue of No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) at its meeting
last Thursday.

Board members also received up-
dates on teacher contract negotiations
and efforts to fill a board vacancy.

Dr. Margaret Hayes, Assistant Su-
perintendent in charge of instruc-
tion, explained the inclusion of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) and Park Middle
School on a list of schools pub-
lished by The Star-Ledger that did
not meet the NCLB and/or Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP) benchmarks.
As was previously reported, Dr.
Hayes stated that SPFHS had actu-
ally been in a “hold pattern” and
could expect to be off the list next
year, thus ensuring compliance with
the requirements.

In the case of Park, Dr. Hayes com-
mented, 39 out of 40 indicators were
met, with the only exception coming
in a subgroup within the language
arts category. She added that, in terms
of compliance, it is “40 or nothing,”
meaning that every district has to
meet all 40 of the benchmarks set by
NCLB and AYP.

“If you fail on any sub-indicator,
your school is on the list,” said Dr.
Hayes.

She further stated that the district is
reviewing test scores and will reveal
the results at one of the October board
meetings.

Being put on the list, said Dr. Hayes,
should not cause alarm among par-
ents and educators. The purpose, she
explained, is to give school districts

an “early warning” that areas need to
be addressed within the next year.
The district now has a full year to
work on improving test scores within
the subgroup.

In other business, Board President
Linda Nelson stated that the board
had received three applications for
the vacant seat on the board. Applica-
tions will continue to be accepted
until mid-September, and the board
will conduct public interviews on
Thursday, September 15.

Ms. Nelson also gave an update on
contract negotiations, again pointing
out that the board and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA) had declared a joint
impasse several weeks ago. The first
session with a state-appointed me-
diator is scheduled for Monday, Sep-
tember 12.

Local resident Al Mueller com-
mented on both the negotiations and
next year’s budget, opining that the
budget may not pass next year if the
public perceives the negotiations to
have gone bad. He also offered data
from Money magazine to be used
during negotiation sessions. The data
has to do with the national average
salary and benefit increases.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye also briefly updated the
board as to the start of the new school
year, noting that 46 new teachers were
hired and that the district’s student
population grew by over 50 in total.

“We continue to grow in numbers,”
said Dr. Choye.

Fred LeComte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BACK TO SCHOOL...As local students  start buying their school supplies in preparation for the opening of school, school
buses wait for Wednesday, September 7, when the school doors open. This year, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district is
expecting approximately 5,150 students, an increase of 50 from last year.

Defendant Dunlap Faces
Psychiatric Examination

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Rosemary Dunlap,
held in the Union County jail for
allegedly stabbing her ex-husband,
Fanwood Memorial Library Director
Dan Weiss, on August 1, now must
meet the requirements of a psychiat-
ric evaluation before her bail can be
met.

According to police reports and a
statement by Mr. Weiss, 53, the li-
brary director left work shortly be-
fore 5 p.m. when the incident oc-
curred. Dunlap, 54, wearing gloves
and concealing a knife, laid in wait in
his unlocked car. Seated in the
backseat, she allegedly slashed Mr.
Weiss across the throat with a plastic
knife, which he described in his state-
ment as “little, like you get at
Wendy’s…. couldn’t have been more
than five or six inches with the handle.”

After the initial incident, both ex-
ited the vehicle. Mr. Weiss, prodded
by Dunlap, eventually returned to his
vehicle, where she, with a real “steak
knife…all stainless steel blade about
five or six inches long with a silver
handle,” stabbed him on the left side
of his throat. Mr. Weiss said in his
statement that he jumped out of the
vehicle, wrestled the knife away, and
ran to the library to call for help.

Mr. Weiss, a professional musician
and singer, has recovered. He under-
went an emergency tracheotomy, re-
gaining his voice.

Now, a month later, Dunlap faces
attempted murder charges, which, if
convicted, carry a penalty of 30 years
in prison. Municipal Court Judge Joan
Robinson Gross ordered Dunlap to
take a psychiatric exam before post-
ing $150,000 bail.

Last Friday, Dunlap’s lawyer, Ri-
chard Lehrich of Cranford, fought
Judge Gross’ decision and took his
case to Superior Court Judge Scott
Moynihan.

Judge Moynihan explained to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the financial aspect of the bail condi-
tion had not changed since Judge
Gross examined the case, but Judge
Moynihan decided that a psychiatric
evaluation indeed would be part of
any bail condition.

Assistant Prosecutor Maureen
O’Brien confirmed that the bail deci-
sion had nothing to do with money,
but with the condition that Dunlap
receives a psychological evaluation.

“The defense objected to the con-
dition and the court upheld the condi-
tion of the psychological evaluation,”
Ms. O’Brien said.

Judge Moynihan read parts of his

court decision over the phone and
reiterated, “The courts are bound to
protect the public from people who’ve
committed violent offenses,” Judge
Moynihan said. “From what I exam-
ined, this decision does not unduly
burden the right to bail.

“You don’t want to turn loose a
defendant who may injure a member
of the public,” he said. He called
leaving the potential opening for fu-
ture harm “foolhardy.”

Ms. O’Brien said the bail is set at
150,000 and she “believed Dunlap
was prepared to do a property bond or
has the ability to post a property bond.
The next step is that she will be re-
ferred to the grand jury; no date has
been set yet unless the defense ap-
peals. She has pleaded not guilty,
which is typical in these situations.”

She explained that the condition of
the psychological examination was
not “for a psychological defense to
plead insanity; it is being done to see
if she is a danger to herself or others.
It has nothing to do with pleading
insanity; it’s to see if she can safely be
released on bail.”

Prosecutor’s Office Investigations
Supervisor David Hancock said that
“it’d be speculation to determine what
defense is going to be used and
whether the analysis will be utilized
for the defense or not. The issues the
court is looking at are not the same
criteria for a potential insanity de-
fense.”

Judge Moynihan said the defendant,
a real estate sales associate, had a
history of taking medication for de-
pression and exhibited “bizarre be-
havior” during the incident, making it
a necessity to have her mental condi-
tion checked as a condition of bail.

Mr. Lehrich fought the decision to
have a psychiatric examination be-
fore the defendant is released on bail.
The defense attorney asked if Judge
Gross had the authority to issue that
condition.

“The purpose of the evaluation is to
have an expert determining if she’s a
danger to others,” Judge Moynihan
said.

According to Mr. Weiss’ statement,
he has been divorced from Dunlap
since December 19, 2002. They were
married 22 years and have a son,
Jesse, 21.

After the initial slashing, when the
two exited the car, she said, “‘I just
wanted you to know how you’re mak-
ing Jesse feel or what you’ve done to
him…she said ‘my memory is oh my
God I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to hurt
you...If  I really meant to hurt you, I
wouldn’t have done it with the flat
side of the knife,’” Mr. Weiss stated.

After the second incident, when
Mr. Weiss ran up the handicap ramp
toward the library, Dunlap followed
and again said, “Oh my God, I’m
sorry let me help you.”

Mr. Weiss, 53, recently wed Mary
Olive Smith, 38, in a small, private
ceremony in Fanwood. The couple
was to have wed the Saturday after he
was stabbed. Their formal wedding
has been rescheduled to Sunday, No-
vember 19.


