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Full Count to Perform
At CDC ‘Swingtime’
WESTFIELD – The Full Count

Big Band will be a featured performer
during the annual fundraiser for the
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) Com-
munity Theatre in Cranford. This
year’s benefit show is titled
“Swingtime at CDC” and will feature
many of the stars and featured vocal-
ists from the CDC roster. The show
starts at 8 p.m. and runs on two con-
secutive evenings on Friday and Sat-
urday, November 18 and 19.

“We are excited to have Full Count
supporting the CDC,” said CDC
Swingtime Show Producer Roger
Hayden, “It will be an exciting week-
end for great music and plenty of
room for swing dancing.”

Tickets for the event are $25 for
theatre-style seating and $35 for caba-
ret-style seating up close to the dance
floor. Complementary refreshments
will be available during each show.

At these shows Full Count will
feature the CDC vocalists singing
traditional big-band favorites, a num-
ber of new songs from the swing era
and some arrangements that recently
premiered during an engagement as
the only local musical act participat-
ing in the Brick City Swing series at
New Jersey Performing Arts Center

For more information or tickets
regarding “Swingtime at CDC,” call
(908) 276-7611. The theatre is lo-
cated at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.

For more information about The Full
Count Big Band including a complete
performance calendar, visit the band’s
website at: www.westfieldnj.com/
fullcount.

“Deserted Village” Founder
Felt Comes Back to Life

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — In 1845,
David Felt built a mill along the Blue
Brook, two dams to supply water-
power for that mill, and an entire town
on the bluff above the mill to house all
of the people who would work there.

 That town became known as
Feltville. On October 15 and 16 of this
year, David Felt returned to lead tours
of the factory town that once housed
hundreds of workers and family mem-
bers. The mile-long tours occurred
during the weekend-long open house
at the historic site, as part of Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a Week-
end” celebration of Union County
history.

Feltville was a thriving mill town
from 1845 to 1860. After being sold
by Felt, it was reborn in 1882 as
Glenside Park, a summer resort. This
business closed in 1916 and the
Village was again deserted until
being purchased by the Union
County Park Commission during
the 1920’s.

As part of the Four Centuries in a

Weekend program, staffed activities
occurred at the Deserted Village. Parks
Department staff was stationed at the
restored church/general store all
weekend to answer questions.

The focus for restoration of the
Deserted Village is its many archaeo-
logical resources. A program offered
by the county, “Operation Archeol-
ogy,” teaches fifth-grade students the
principles of archaeology and enables
them to excavate hundreds of real
artifacts from an artificial site. Dur-
ing the Four Centuries weekend, visi-
tors got their hands dirty digging for
artifacts in a box dig exercise that is
an introduction to archaeological
technique.

For additional information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Center
at (908) 789-3670.

Tickets are still available at Trailside
for Haunted Hayrides that will run at
the Deserted Village on Oct. 28-30.
Further information on the other “Four
Centuries in a Weekend” sites, phone
(908) 558-2550.

Junior Musical Club
Announces Auditions
WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-

cal Club of Westfield will hold audi-
tions to admit new members on
Wednesday, November 2, at the home
of Jason Tammam, 1168 Prospect
Street in Westfield. The auditions are
open to all high-school students as
well as eighth graders who are inter-
ested in studying music and sharing it
with other talented musicians.

Two pieces must be performed from
memory. The first must be from one
of the periods up to and including
Beethoven and the other must be from
the Romantic or Modern period. Per-
formers must provide their own ac-
companiment if it is needed. To audi-
tion, contact Ellen Scariati at (908)
771-9555.

The Junior Musical Club is a per-
forming group of high school instru-
mentalists and vocalists from
Westfield and surrounding areas. They
conduct monthly meetings, and in
addition, plan to go on trips to see
professional musicians perform at
places like New Jersey Performing
Arts Center and Paper Mill Playhouse.

This year’s officers are: Jean
Namkung, president; Kirsten
Mandala, vice president of programs;
Ellen Scariati, vice president of audi-
tions; Andrew Gibson, treasurer;
Wendy Lin, secretary, Elena Tinfow,
hospitality, and Bryan Krichilsky,
publicity. Last weekend the club held
its first meeting at Andrew’s home in
Scotch Plains. The next meeting will
be at the Krichilsky home, 1027 Sum-
mit Avenue in Westfield, on Sunday,
November 6, at 7 p.m.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

On Friday, November 4, The
Turtles, Featuring Flo & Eddie,
will perform at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $30 and $35. You may
not remember songs such as
“Happy Together,” but the show
should be fun regardless. See if
tickets are still available by call-
ing (732) 499-8226, or logging
onto: www.ucac.org.

* * * * * * *
The Merck 2005 Union

County Juried Art Show, at the
Arts Guild of Rahway, is on ex-
hibit through Friday, November
11. See it on Wednesday through
Saturday, or by appointment, by
calling (732) 381-7511. The show
features 25 local artists and a vari-
ety or works including oils, pho-
tography, assemblage, and more.

* * * * * * *
For Halloween fun, visit

Clinton’s Red Mill Museum Vil-
lage for the 15th Annual Haunted
Mill, on Friday and Saturday,
October 28 and 29, from 6 p.m. to
midnight. There will be haunted
hayrides and performances by
Darkness Reigns. Lines get long-
est around 8 p.m. Admission is
$20, and the ticket window opens
at 5 p.m. For directions and more
information, log onto: http://
hauntedmill.theredmill.org/
Home.htm. Kids should be eight
years old or older to attend.

* * * * * * *
Of course there is also Hal-

loween family fun at the Six Flags
Great Adventure Fright Fest 2005,
running through Monday, Octo-
ber 31, with many new shows and
attractions added this year. Get
ticket information (that may in-
clude a $10 savings) by visiting
the website: http://
w w w. s i x f l a g s . c o m / p a r k s /
greatadventure/TicketInfo/
index.html.

* * * * * * *
If you have no plans to use that

jack-o-lantern, bring it to Echo
Lake Park on Tuesday, November
1 for The Great Pumpkin Sail.
It’s $6 for a family of four, but you
must have a ticket to participate.
You will also get candles, pump-
kin floats, hot chocolate, a camp-
fire, marshmallows, and there will
be a singer, storyteller and guitar-
ist, for entertainment around the
campfire. Visit http://
www.ucnj.org/svcsgov/parksrec/
program2.htm#pumpkin for more
information, or call (908) 789-
3670.

Get Outta’
The House

Mitzen: More Than Your
Average Ghost-Hunter
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The privilege of
viewing the premiere episode of
TLC’s Dead Tenants with the star of
the series and other members of the
eight-member crew was all mine on
Thursday, October 13, at 10 p.m. at
the home of Plainfield resident Deryl
Mitzen, founder and team leader of
the Preternatural Research Society
(PRS).

Mr. Mitzen, a lifelong Union
County resident, has always been
enchanted by the other world – one
that he calls the “preternatural” – and
one that most definitely transcends
the ordinary.

PRS was founded on May 1, 2003,
with a team meeting and the unveil-
ing of Mitzen’s manifesto. Eighteen
months later, PRS struck up a deal
with The Learning Channel to film a
10-episode series in which the group
investigates and cleanses the homes
of families who feel they have unin-
vited occupants.

As Mr. Mitzen explains, there are
four components to their work, dis-
tinguishing PRS from other ghost-
hunters. Those components include
the psychic, scientific, historical and
psychological.

The team he assembled, unlike most
other groups, takes on demonic cases.
“We are not merely ghost hunters,
who usually are only spectators. We
look for negative occurrences and if
we find them, we attempt to alleviate
the situation with a cleansing or a
séance,” Mr. Mitzen said.

PRS has a total of five psychics –
well, 5 ½ if Mr. Mitzen, referring to
himself as “an occult specialist,” in-
cludes his own abilities – and three
other members, including a historian,
a researcher and a police officer who
lives and works locally.

The team members come from all
over the world and have many years
of experience. Jane Doherty from
South Plainfield has been a psychic
medium for over 25 years. She is a
hypnotherapist and published author
of “Awakening the Psychic Gift.”
When in the presence of a spirit, Ms.
Doherty’s stomach expands nearly
four inches.

Farah Yurdozu, born and raised in

Turkey, is a Tarot card reader who had
her own paranormal television show
that continues to air in 15 countries.
She is the author of four books on
UFO’s, and she has the ability to
identify spirits.

Architectural expert and historian
Ken Roginski is the team’s researcher.
His own 1910 Freehold home was
featured on HGTV for his restoration.
He has experience working with the
New Jersey Historic Trust, and he has
his own website:
www.oldhouseguy.com.

Greek-born Kiki Mandalozis uses
her intuitive abilities to sense spirits
and perform holistic energy healing.
She and Mr. Mitzen met through Mr.
Roginski and, in addition to working
together, have formed a personal team
of their own. “The more I got to know
her, I thought she would be a great
addition to the team,” says Mr. Mitzen
with a little smile.

Spirit medium Susan Pie has had a
private practice for 15 years, in which
she does energy work, house
cleansings and investigations. Mr.
Mitzen consulted for her group be-
fore she joined PRS. Noelle Daidone
contributes to the scientific research
for the team, and according to Mr.
Mitzen, her “psychic abilities are start-
ing to develop in this type of setting.”

Police officer Dave Owens (not his
real name) was added to the team for
his 20-years of experience develop-
ing an incredible ability to conduct
interviews, look at and assess a scene
and use the equipment to enhance the
search.

With the launch of Dead Tenants,
Mr. Mitzen is becoming a very busy
man. While he is not working with
autistic children in New Providence
and in his own private practice, he is
juggling a schedule including offers
to lecture and working on his web
design business, www.webspell.net.
Updated information on PRS is avail-
able at: www.preternatural.org.

The episode airing this evening was
filmed locally and, according to Mr.
Mitzen, will feature “one of the most
negative cases that PRS has encoun-
tered.” He adds, “Watch for some
amazing things caught on video.”

I know what I will be doing at 10
p.m.

WHO YOU GONNA CALL...Pictured above, star of TLC’s Dead Tenants
Plainfield ghost hunter Deryl Mitzen is “enchanted” by the “preternatural.”

Dress For Success: Newark
Museum’s ‘Power Dressing’

BY MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – Newark Museum’s
“Power Dressing,” the first exhibit of
its kind, addresses the connection
between dress and prestige in African
males. Westfield’s Dr. Christa Clarke,
African curator, gave the Westfield
Leader and The Times a private guided
tour of the exhibit, which features
roughly 50 pieces from the museum’s
collection and loans from private and
public lenders, including The Brook-
lyn Museum.

The gallery is predicated on a theme
of dress as a visual expression of self.
The clothing’s material, symbols and
color contain physical reminders and
spiritual undertones of status and
wealth, while some illuminate a rela-
tionship with past generations.

Dr. Clarke admits that preconcep-
tions surrounding African art label it
more “folkloric” and timeless, but
she considers it changing and evolv-
ing and sought to place pieces of
dress into a specific moment of time.

As an example, dominating the ex-
hibit is an enlarged photograph of
Oba Ademuwagun Adesida II, the
Deji (regional ruler) of Akure, a city
in Nigeria. As Dr. Clarke stressed, to
know the social and political history
of the region allows one to discover
the significance of the collection. The
robe in the photo, also part of the
exhibition, is from the early 20th cen-
tury and belongs to the Yoruba cul-
ture. The photo, taken in November

1959 by a Life Magazine photogra-
pher, unearths the political and social
change of the time.

Dr. Clarke dug up the
photographer’s notes and in them, he
talks about who the ruler was. The
notes explain, as Dr. Clarke tells it,
that the photo was taken a month
before Nigeria had its first federal
election. “It’s significant at this mo-
ment in history that he (ruler) chose
to wear this dress. It’s his way of
emphasizing the importance of tradi-
tional systems of leadership in a Ni-
geria that’s completely changing and
where the systems might erode.”

Although acknowledging it was not
her realm of expertise per se, she

gestured toward, in a modern con-
text, (current Afghanistan President)
Hamid Karzai’s wearing of a tradi-
tional cape (chapan) when sworn in
as the country’s first popularly-elected
president, Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice’s dress at the G8
Summit and former President Bill
Clinton’s donning a strip of kente
(strip-woven textile traditionally worn
by leaders) while in Africa as “strate-
gic choices” that may have been po-
litically motivated, similar to the Af-
rican Deji’s dress in the photo.

The exhibition defines power
through visual statements. In the
ruler’s dress, the robe features many
faces, referring to the original Yoruba
kings, beads that are believed to be
spiritually-significant symbols and
triangles that represent wealth. “It
reinforces that traditional systems of
rule of important,” she reminded.

Dr. Clarke said the exhibit “liter-
ally emerged from storage here at the
museum. It’s an idea I had based on
looking at our collection,” she said.

She said many of the items were
not able to be permanently viewed
because they’re “inherently fragile.”

“It was an opportunity to showcase
part of our collection that we don’t
always get to see.”

She explained that other presump-
tion of dress tend to stress the impor-
tance of women’s role. “I think it’s
useful to view it from a different
perspective. In Africa, I thought it
was worthwhile to look at it from a
position of power because men tend
to be in the more visible spaces of
power,” she said.

In the exhibit, it becomes clear
that the material, symbolism and

FULL COUNT...Full Count big band recently performed as the only local
musical act participating in the Brick City Swing series at NJPAC.
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HYBRID GARMENT...“Power Dressing” features a dominating reproduction of
Eliot Elisofon’s 1959 Life Magazine photo of the ruler of Akure in Nigeria.

DRESS CODE...Newark Museum’s African curator Dr. Christa Clarke and hus-
band, Brendan, both of Westfield, attend Tuesday’s Members’ Preview Reception.
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