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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Elizabethtown:
Doesn’t Hit Home

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ popcorns

Well-intentioned but poorly con-
structed, writer-director Cameron
Crowe’s Elizabethtown manages to
touch upon a tableau of hot topics
without ever really hitting home. A
love story that tiptoes among the bit-
tersweet and jagged issues brought to
fore by a death in the family, it is
almost heart-rending, almost poignant
and almost significant – all of which
may prove that an addendum to the
age-old adage about almost only
counting in horseshoes is in order.
‘Almost’ almost counts in the case of
this film. As in, Elizabethtown is al-
most entertaining.

A movie of moments, all is well
when its pearls string together snugly.
It will charm you for stanzas on end
as angelic flight attendant Claire
Colburn (Kirsten Dunst) helps fallen
wunderkind Drew Baylor (Orlando
Bloom) put his impending career tail-
spin in perspective. But then, it inevi-
tably sputters, a victim of trying to be
more profound than its limited script
can accommodate.

Unlike the way thoughts and emo-
tions flew off the fat end of the bat in
auteur Crowe’s autobiographical Al-
most Famous (2000), Elizabethtown
is a film of fits and starts. Lacking that
seamless, effortless feeling that often
emanates from such obvious labors
of love, its scattershot, toss-in-the-
kitchen-sink approach to decipher-
ing the human condition is more mish-
mash than majestic.

Miss Dunst’s performance reminds

of the magical heroines in like films
of the late 1930s and ‘40’s, when both
knighthood and its feminine counter-
part were much more in bloom. Still,
the adolescent fantasy is welcome. If
nothing else, we want to see, A. — if
she’s real; and B. —if the relation-
ship succeeds.

Mr. Crowe’s headier intentions for
his script, a sociological satire on the
close-knit Southern family that lost
its patriarch when “that woman” took
him away, has its high points. In fact,
some of its witty deductions are rather
universal and bound to strike a famil-
iar chord. Granted, the possibility of
true love at its core manages to inter-
mittently hold our interest for much
of the way. Yet by journey’s end we
feel a lot more jostled than rejuve-
nated.

The film’s philosophical deductions
are a long time coming, like the patter
of a very slow, meandering joke teller
who tacitly challenges us to deliver
his punch line. And yet while expect-
ing no different than is finally di-
vulged, we are nonetheless surprised
that Mr. Crowe allowed himself to be
satisfied with such predictability, that
no redemptive twist rides to the res-
cue.

Otherwise, Mr. Crowe tackles too
much this go-round, attempting a
philosophical be-all, end-all that just
doesn’t have enough firepower to
sustain its ambitions. Too bad he
couldn’t assign a Claire to hold our
hand through the too often sluggish
passages. If he had, Elizabethtown
might have proven a much more hos-
pitable destination.

* * * * * * *
Elizabethtown, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed
by Cameron Crowe and stars Orlando
Bloom, Kirsten Dunst and Susan
Sarandon. Running time: 123 min-
utes.

Please Send Arts & Entertainment News
To ae@goleader.com

BY SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine actors can sure make a lot of
noise, especially when they are try-
ing to be quiet backstage. In a nut-
shell, that’s part of the plotline of
Noises Off, a three-act farce by
Michael Frayn that won the 1984
Tony for Best Play. The play is cur-
rently being staged at the Cranford
Dramatic Club, 78 Winans Avenue,
through this Saturday, October 29.

Now you might think that because
this play-within-a-play deals with ac-
tors and their on- and off-stage antics,
it is just for theater people. Not so. We
all recognize the stress inducing sce-
nario of pulling off an event, be it a
potluck dinner at the local church, a
daughter’s wedding or a mega-
fundraiser charity ball at the country
club.

We all can sit back and laugh when
things go abysmally wrong because
the mishaps are occurring to some-
one other than us.

In typical British “Upstairs/Down-
stairs” fashion, the maid (Sharon
Saks) gives the play’s exposition in
her telephone conversations. As she
mixes up lines and what she is doing
with a plate of sardines, an exasper-
ated-yet-patient director (Bill Lee)
bounds from the audience of the
Cranford Dramatic Club to try to talk
the actress into doing what she is
supposed to do. It’s final rehearsal
night for the British drama he is pro-
ducing and everything that can do so
is going wrong.

Amid people missing cues, drop-
ping lines and erroneously moving
props from one spot to another, havoc
rules with the under rehearsed actors
and the sleep-deprived stage manag-
ers (Paul Bettys and Becky Randazzo)
who can’t do much to save the show
from disaster.

Some of the sight gags are slap-
stick in nature — boxes and bags and
sardines in the right and wrong
places. The playis a crazy fun house
ride with axe attacks, crashing scen-
ery and pratfalls on sardine-slicked
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Making Lots of Noise
CDC’s Comedy Noises Off

floors. The entire cast masters the
show’s split-second precision of cho-
reographed door-slamming en-
trances and exits.

The glue scene where Freddy
(Patrick R. Field), sticks his hands to
paper and plate, brings howls. If you’re
going for silly, you have to play it for
all it’s worth. And these actors do.
“I’ve heard of people getting stuck
with a problem,” says Freddy with
both hands immobile and his pants
around his ankles, “but this is ridicu-
lous.”

Helping an inebriated actor with
his lines, dealing with personality
differences and overcoming quick
changes without the aid of a dresser
can produce an on-stage mess, but
like a good cake with lots of strange
ingredients thrown into the bowl, the
end result is a sugary delight.

By the closing night of the British
play, the actors go through their lines
by rote, mix-up props unmercifully,
make entrances with costumes askew
and have dropped inflections that pre-
viously made the double entendres
come alive. It’s a director’s worst
nightmare realized, and we have a
ball along the way.

One suggestion to keep the mo-
mentum of the frantic pace: the two
intermissions should be 10 minutes
rather than 15 minutes each.

Outstanding performances are de-
livered by Lynn Langone, whose sex-
starved character Brooke/Vicki dog-
gedly sticks to the script despite chaos
around her.

Lee as the British play’s director
Lloyd Dallas has terrific vocal pro-
jection and Shakespearean stage pres-
ence, yet just enough sleaze for us to
despise him for his sexual escapades
with his cast and crew.

The grand two-story set by Terry
Schulz and Jim Ruff stands up well
amid the slamming and stomping.

Bravo to Noises Off director
Anamaria Llanos-Carrizo who has
assembled the talented ensemble
cast which possesses great comic
timing.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MURPHY’S LAW REIGNS…Anything that can go wrong does in the play within
a play in Cranford Dramatic Club’s comedy Noises Off. The 1984 Tony winner for
best play continues weekends at the 78 Winans Avenue community theater through
the end of the month with the last show this Saturday, October 29.

Violinist Syvertsen Joins
NJWA Music Studio Staff

Violionist Kimberly Syvertsen

WESTFIELD –Violinist Kimberly
Syvertsen has joined the faculty of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Music Studio in Westfield.

Ms. Syvertsen
holds a Bachelor
of Music Degree
in Violin Perfor-
mance from the
Peabody Conser-
vatory of the Johns
Hopkins Univer-
sity. She studied at
the Heifetz Inter-
national Music In-
stitute and is pro-
ficient in
G a l a m i a n ,
Rolland and
Suzuki pedagogi-
cal methods of
teaching.

While attending
the Peabody, Ms.
Syvertsen directed
an after-school vio-
lin program in the
Baltimore City
Public Schools. There her ergonomic
pedagogy materials used in the pro-
gram received acclaim at a performing
arts medical conference. The talented
violinist has also been on the faculty of
the Stokes Forest Music Camp and is
on the faculty of the Pre-College Divi-

sion at Montclair State University.
She has also been a private violin

teacher in the New York, New Jersey
and Baltimore areas. An active cham-

ber musician,
Ms. Syvertsen
a p p e a r e d
throughout the
East Coast in
solo, chamber
and orchestra
performances.
She has been a
member of the
Peabody Con-
cert Orchestra,
the Peabody
Chamber Mu-
sic Program
and the
Montclair State
U n i v e r s i t y
Symphony Or-
chestra. Ms.
Syvertsen has
also been a con-
certmaster for
the Youth Or-

chestra of Montclair.
For information on any NJWA pro-

gram, visit the office at 150-152 East
Broad Street or call (908) 789-9696.
Log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
additional information.

Hochstein Paintings
Featured At Pearl

ELIZABETH – Daniel Hochstein
of Cranford will be featured in the
gallery space at the offices of the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

Mr. Hochstein’s artworks are in
private collections in the United
States, Germany, Russia and Austra-
lia. He exhibited at the International
Juried Show at the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit, the Merck
Juried Art Show, Gallery 125 in Tren-
ton, Art Expo New York and the
Perkins Gallery in Stoughton, Mass.,
and he participated in workshops at
The Art Students League of New
York and the Scottsdale Artist School
in Arizona.

He now works from his studio in
Cranford. His work can also be seen on
the internet at www.hochsteinart.com.

The solo exhibit of Mr. Hochstein
can be seen now through Friday, De-
cember 16. Gallery hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery are welcome
to apply. For more information about
the Pearl Street Gallery or to learn
about other programs, services and
volunteer opportunities, contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202 or call (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users can dial
711 or send e-mail to
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Town Book Store Hosts
NJ’s Alfred Martino
WESTFIELD – To kick off their

November author events, The Town
Book Store of Westfield will be host-
ing a special meet and greet book
signing by a New Jersey author.

On Saturday, November 5, from 2
to 4 p.m., Alfred Martino will be in
the store to promote his young adult
novel, “Pinned.” Alfred Martino is
founder and president of Listen &
Live Audio. “Pinned” is his first novel.
Anyone unable to attend this event
can call and reserve an autographed
copy. For more information call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535.

SP-F Music Boosters
Hold Pasta Night

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Music Boosters will
hold their third annual Pasta Night
Dinner on Wednesday, November 2
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Cafeteria, from 4:30 to 7:30
p.m.

The ticket price includes pasta,
salad, bread and one meatball.

Additional meatballs are 50 cents
each, beverages $1 each, and desserts
25 cents each.

Adults pay $5 in advance or $8 at
the door.

Student and senior-citizen prices
are $3 or $5 at the door. Children
three and under will be admitted for
free.

Tickets may be purchased by con-
tacting Jo Gassler at (908) 789-9773
or Byard Bridge at (908) 232-5929.

Scotch Plains Cartoonist
Brings History to Life

BY MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Fifty-five
years ago, as a young man of 19,
Frank Thorne accepted his first job –
producing a cartoon for the Elizabeth
Daily Journal. Unlike other cartoons
that have become popular over the
years, Mr. Thorne’s wasn’t about a
superhero, a police detective or a red-
haired woman newspaper reporter.

Instead, the cartoonist chose Union
County as his subject, and for 173
editions, the series, “The Illustrated
History of Union County” appeared
daily in the now defunct newspaper.

Recently, all 173 installments of
“The Illustrated History of Union
County” were
compiled, modern-
ized and published
in a book by the
same name. All
proceeds from its
sale are earmarked
for the Aunt Betty
Frazee Project, the
renovation of the
Frazee house,
which is located at
the intersection of
Cooper Road and
Terrill Road at the
site of the old Terry
Lou Zoo. This en-
deavor is being un-
dertaken by the
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Rotary
Club, in partnership with other area
organizations and concerned citizens,
as part of the 2005 Centennial Cel-
ebration of Rotary International.

According to the website of the
Scotch Plains Rotary Club, the ob-
jective of The Aunt Betty Frazee
Project is to restore the Betty Frazee
House to its original condition, to
preserve the Colonial heritage of
Scotch Plains and to make the Betty
Frazee House and the surrounding
parkland a beautiful public place for
all to enjoy.

A longtime resident of Scotch
Plains, Mr. Thorne, who is 75 years
old, continues to entertain audiences
as a cartoonist. He admits to long
being enamored of “Aunt Betty”
Frazee, the Union County heroine
who, on June 26, 1777, refused to
serve the British Generals Lord
Cornwallis and William Howe the
bread she had freshly baked for the
Continental Army.

He had already made the decision
to collect the cartoons and offer them
to a nonprofit organization when he
heard about the Rotary Club’s project.

“The match with the Aunt Betty
Frazee Project was perfect,” he said,
of the collaboration.

Because the original cartoons were
yellowed and faded, Mr. Thorne had
to recreate them. One of the modern-
izations they endured was the replace-
ment of the hand lettering on the
older versions with computer type.

“I also had to change some of the
wording in order to make the text
more ‘politically correct’ for the
present day and age,” he explained.

“The Illustrated History of Union
County” takes a fresh new approach
to the richness and significance of the
events that took place here, in our
own backyard, and the role they played
in, among other things, the birth of
our country.

The book’s cartoon-style format
complete with il-
lustrations make
it a great supple-
ment for teach-
ing history in the
classroom.

“I’ve loved to
draw since a
small child,
which gave me
an early start. I
was doing illus-
trations for pulp
magazines when
I was 17,” Mr.
Thorne ex-
plained.

The cartoon-
ist, who attended
Manhattan’s Art
Career School

atop the Flatiron Building, is the
writer/creator/artist of cartoons that
have appeared in Playboy, Heavy
Metal and National Lampoon maga-
zines, among others. His newspaper
comics include: “Perry Mason,” “Dr.
Guy Bennett” and “Mandrake the Ma-
gician.” He has also illustrated
children’s books.

In addition, Mr. Thorne is the au-
thor of four novels: “The Barrington
Hall Sketchbook,” “Drawing Sexy
Women,” “The Crystal Ballroom” and
“The Alizarrian Trilogy: Nymph,
Sprite, Sylph.” He is the recipient of
numerous awards, including the Play-
boy Editorial Award for best comic
strip for “Moonshine McJugs.” Addi-
tionally, he has received the San Di-
ego Inkpot Award, the National Car-
toonists Society Best Comic Book
Cartoonist Award, the Warren Maga-
zine Best Comic Award and the N.J.
Art Director’s Club.

“The Illustrated History of Union
County” is published by
Fantagraphics Publishers and is avail-
able from local and online bookstores.
Mr. Thorne will be autographing cop-
ies of his book at Barnes and Noble in
Springfield on Saturday, December
3, from 2 to 5 p.m.

Teens Should Appreciate
Politics On Local Level
By JESSICA RIEGEL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As the summer fades away and the
leaves turn orange, November creeps
upon us, bringing with it turkey din-
ner, football games and voting booths.
Every year, as Election Day ap-
proaches, there are cries for younger
voters to become more involved in
politics. And every year, those cries
are met with a lackluster response. In
last year’s election, the 18-to-24
crowd was supposed to change the
face of the election with a record-
high turnout. Instead, according to
educationnext.org, only 45 percent
of young voters pulled the lever.

Despite the efforts aimed at high
school and college students by groups
like Rock the Vote, the results are
consistently substandard. The ques-
tion has long been discussed: why do
young people seem so apathetic to
the politics that have so much effect
on their lives?

An article recently published in the
Wall Street Journal (Plugged In, But
Tuned Out: Getting Kids to Connect
to the Non-Virtual World-October 6,
2005) suggests that while teens in the
“connected generation” are using the
internet and cell phones to connect
with their “own private societies” of
friends, they are cutting themselves
off from the outside world. The piece
cites a serious problem with today’s
youth. Many teens are oblivious to
what’s going on around them, such as
genocide in Darfur or the ongoing
energy crisis.

It is disheartening that such well-
educated and compassionate commu-
nities sometime place such little sig-
nificance on such important issues.
But there are ways to foster change.
Families, whether over the dinner
table or rushing somewhere in the
car, should take a few minutes to
discuss world issues as well as school
assignments and carpool schedules.
It wouldn’t hurt kids to glance over
the newspaper in the morning or flip
past the 10 o’ clock news to catch up
with what’s going on.

More importantly, students should
get involved. Local and gubernato-
rial elections are occurring soon and
are the perfect opportunities for kids
to learn about politics. There are
plenty of opportunities available, such
as volunteering for a campaign, work-
ing with a school club or simply stay-
ing updated on the process.

If teens can understand and appre-
ciate politics on a local level, they
will be more prepared and excited to
participate in 2006’s senatorial elec-
tions and 2008’s presidential elec-
tions. By seeing what a difference
political involvement makes before
their 18th birthdays, young voters
will give this aspect of their adult
status a higher significance. An inter-
est must be cultivated over time in
order to be successful. As November
arrives, the chance to kindle an inter-
est in politics comes with it. Don’t let
this opportunity go to waste.

Jessica Riegel is a junior at
Westfield High School.

VOCAL INSTRUCTION...Marcus Shepard, a student in the College Prepara-
tory Division of Calderone School of Music receives vocal instruction from bass-
baritone vocalist George Spitzer, who performs and records operatic solos in Italy
and throughout the United States.

Y Offers Lecture On
Motion Films Industry
UNION – As the Jewish New Year

Holiday season comes to an end, the
YM-YWHA of Union will resume its
programming, beginning on Sunday
October 30. At noon, Dr. Dennis
Klein, chairman of the Jewish Stud-
ies Department at Kean University
will present as part of the Jewish
Studies Series. The topic will be,
“Jews and Jersey at the Inception of
the Motion Film Industry.” Due to a
grant by Temple Beth El of Elizabeth
Memorial Fund, this program is free.

At 2 p.m., the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts Concert Bnad, un-
der the direction of Howard
Toplansky, will present “Autumn Se-
lections.” The 50-plus piece band is
the “Y” house band, and they not only
play at least five concerts a year, they
also practice every Sunday morning
at the “Y.”

The last concert, “Tribute to Jew-
ish Composers,” held on September
18, drew over 100 people. The cost of
the concert is $5 for seniors and stu-
dents, $7 for a regular ticket. There is
no pre-registration necessary for ei-
ther program. For more information,
call the “Y” at (908) 289-8112. The
“Y” is located at 501 Green Lane in
Union.

Tips Given for Safe
Halloween for Kids
AREA — In an effort to keep

children safe this year on Holloween,
the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety has released a list of tips to
avoid pedestrian accidents.

According to the institute, Octo-
ber 31 has had the second highest
number of pedestrian deaths since
1986, averaging two-dozen fatali-
ties on that day each year.

“Halloween is a cherished tradi-
tion, but the excitement of the night
can cause children to forget to be
careful,” says Sheila Breeding of
Allstate New Jersey Insurance Com-
pany. “Drivers need to stay alert and
be aware that quiet streets might be
busy with youngsters enjoying the

spooky holiday.”
The following tips from the

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Com-
pany and the National Highway
Traffic Safety Association offer
some excellent guidelines for en-
suring that children have a safe
Halloween and motorists use cau-
tion:

Obey all traffic rules. Slow down.
Watch for children walking on roads,
medians and curbs - and take notice
if there are no sidewalks.

Enter and exit driveways care-
fully. Be especially alert. Children
are darting out from between parked
vehicles and from behind bushes.

Never drink and drive. If attending a
Halloween party, designate a driver.
Keep eyes on the road. Neighborhoods
that don’t normally have pedestrian or
bicycle traffic may experience an in-
crease in activity on Halloween.

Remember that children are ex-
cited and may forget to stop, look
and listen before crossing the street.

Be patient. Young children need
time to cross the street, especially if
their costumes impair their ability
to see or hear what is around them.

style have meaning and can be read
in a certain way. But Dr. Clarke is
fervent in that she views the materi-
als “as art objects.”

“We don’t think of dress as art in
the U.S., but in Africa, concepts of art
are so much broader than ours. The
body becomes a living canvas.”

The first section of the exhibit,
Style and Status, explores the rela-
tionship between the two and how
they correlate. As example, Dr.
Clarke chose an early 20th century
robe (riga) from the Nigerian region.
Made of cotton and wool, its two
main colors, white and green, repre-
sent both spirituality and fertility.

This section displays four partial
costumes of the Hausa —predomi-
nantly a Muslim culture in northern
Nigeria.

The large robe, worn as an over
garment, is 57 x 103 inches. Dr.
Clarke explained that the concept is
to create an ‘aesthetic of bigness’ to
include volume and layering. It
makes the person symbolically and
physically bigger.

“We tried to evoke how the sleeves
would be rolled up. A wearer would
be constantly readjusting his sleeves
and that, in itself, draws attention to
the body.”

Continued next week…
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