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INTERCEPTION FOR A TD…Westfield PAL “E” football player Chris Callahan
intercepts the pass and returns it for a touchdown.

WF PAL ‘E’ Defeats
East Hanover, 21-7

The 5-1-1 Westfield PAL “E” foot-
ball team defeated East Hanover, 21-
7, at Kehler Stadium on October 23.

The offense got rolling early when
Eric Shor broke a long run and was
tackled at the one-yard line. Thomas
Anderson punched in the first Blue
Devil touchdown on a QB sneak.
Eugene Rawls ran in the extra point.
Rawls scored the second touchdown
when he broke a number of tackles on
his way to 55-yard touchdown run.
Shor converted the extra point.

Defensively, Chris Callahan inter-
cepted a pass and returned it 70 yards
for a touchdown. Anderson got the
extra point. Brennan Sumner recov-
ered a fumble and played a strong
game. Noah Penders and David Kane
each had sacks.

Westfield PAL E will play at New
Providence on Sunday, October 30.

Raider/Devil Grid Kids Battle
In Honor of Chief/Coach Zyla

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Police Chief Mark Zyla, who
coached Scotch Plains Police Ath-
letic League baseball and
football teams, was me-
morialized with a spirited
Raider vs. Westfield PAL
“B” football rivalry clash
that drew a crowd of
young football players,
cheerleaders and friends,
young and in Scotch
Plains on October 21. Out-
standing offensive and de-
fensive deeds by both
teams emerged, however
a tough Westfield team
won the battle by stop-
ping two conversion at-
tempts to grab a, knee-
shaking, 14-12, victory.

With assistant coaches
Bob Coloney, Dave Bell
and Rob Howarth by his
side, Raider Head Coach
Keith Gilman said after
the game, “The kids re-
ally stood by the Zyla fam-
ily and a lot of people
came out to support them.
It took a lot of energy out

of them emotionally having to come
and play after attending the services,
however, we wanted to play this game
for him. We wanted the challenge and

we certainly got that today. When I
stepped on the field, I could not get
the thought out of my mind that the
Chief was going to show up with his
play book in his back pocket and how
he got kids fired up and got them to
play hard.”

As to the game, Gilman said, “The
kids met their first challenge. A tough
Westfield team challenged us on both
sides of the ball. We got a wake-up
call in the beginning of the game
because they’re used to scoring first
while holding off their opponents.
We’ve been unscored on. That’s our
defense. When they got into the end
zone, Chief Zyla had to be looking
down at us and wondering what we
were doing by messing up a perfect
season. They never scored when he

was the defensive coordinator. After
we scored the second touchdown,
there was a little bit of hope and a
little bit of a smile on our faces;

however, Westfield was
just too tough and held us
out. I give a lot of credit to
the Westfield team and
their coaches.”

Gilman added, “The
kids really worked hard
in the game. Chief Zyla
created a brotherly rela-
tionship with all of us.
The support and the secu-
rity he gave off, always
came with a smile. He
will be missed. The void
will not be replaced soon.”

Linebacker/split end
Courtney Zyla, daughter
of Chief Zyla, said, “We
thought we were going to
bring victory home after
our coach died since this
is his biggest game that
he always wanted to play.
We played our hearts out
for him, trying to be the
best that we can be.”

Some time ago,
Courtney told her dad how

much love she had for the game of
football and asked permission to play.
“He told me, ‘Go for it’, and he let me
play.”

Russ Yaeger, active for 13 years as
a PAL assistant coach, with now act-
ing Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, worked his way up as the
Football League Commissioner con-
sisting of about 2,200 players, said, “I
coached six years, side-by-side with
coach Zyla since the flag football
program that we created here. I started
with his daughter, Courtney from first
grade all the way up. I was able to
watch her grow as a kid and as a
football player. We dedicated this
week to him. The game against
Westfield, our rivalry, is a good
friendly rivalry and is for coach ‘Z’.
We played the ‘A’ team on October
20, the ‘B’ team today and the ‘C’
team tomorrow.”

As to what coach ‘Z’ would have
thought, Yaeger said, “This is for kids.
This will always be for kids and that
is why we do what we do. This is
something we always took pride in
and that is Cops for kids and it always
will be.”

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results:

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association
of Scotch Plains announced the
results of the Relay Partners Tour-
nament held October 17.
First: Gert Simmons/Rosemary
DeWitt 35.5
Second: Carole Katz/Pat Herring 38.5
Third: Janet Newell/Alice Kehler 39
Low Putts: Carol Nichols/Alice
Kehler 13
Chip-in: Alice Kehler #1 & #5, Carol
Nichols #6

Blue Devil Girls Finish Second
In Watchung Conference XC
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season, running 2:26 in the 800
(meters), which is a pretty good time
for a freshman. I spoke with her from
time to time about running this fall,
but it was she who ultimately made
the decision to run. I didn’t think it
was realistic for her to beat Laura
Gallo right now, but she ran aggres-
sively in the beginning of the race.
Everyone else was content with let-
ting Gallo go and running for second,
but Cassy challenged her. When Gallo
pulled away from her at the mile
mark, Cassy was running by herself
for the last two miles.”

Aware that Gallo was a shoe in for
first, the Blue Devils needed their top
runners to run in a tight pack.

“Right now it’s been pretty fluid.
Right now, we have three young la-
dies who are up there (Jen
Daniellsson, Ayn Wisler and Nicole
DiBenedetto). Rose Driscoll, Marissa
Mumford, Revenna Neville, a senior
who came out for cross-country for
the first time, and Kim Legones round
out our varsity seven. All of them are
right where they should be,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Thom Hornish
before the meet. “It’s going to be a
situation where Gallo will undoubt-
edly win it. Where our challenge is, if
we can break up the number two and
three runners and quite possibly put
five of our runners in before their
fourth, this could be another repeat of
last year. We are realistic. Our goal is

to run an extremely fast race, get
ready for the counties then the state
sectionals.”

The Blue Devils managed to have
four of their girls cross in the top-10
– Danielsson (fifth at 20:38), Wisler
(eighth at 21:06), Neville (ninth at
21:09) and DiBenedetto (10th at
21:16). The Cougars, however, man-
aged to grab the first (Gallo), third
(Jennifer Hanke at 20:27), fourth
(Hannah VanWhy at 20:34) and sev-
enth (Joy Hanke at 20:50) spots. Blue
Devils Legones at 21:24, Mumford at
21:30 and Driscoll at 21:34 finished
12-13-14, respectively.

Westfield’s massive wave of junior
varsity girls claimed nine of the top-
10 spots to win the team title with a 15
total. Carly Oliff crossed first with a
time of 21:31 followed by Marissa
Goldner at 21:43, Meg Driscoll at
21:43, Elizabeth McCarthy at 22:00
and Jayne Ruotolo at 22:55. Rachel
Barrett (23:07), Caitlin Burke (23:08),
Beth Budnick (23:26) and Jillian
Hobson (23:32) finished 7-8-9-10,
respectively.

The Blue Devil freshman girls won
their race nearly without opposition
and totaled 15 points. Chelsea Bryk
took top individual honors with a
time of 15:06. Andrea Petrarca
(17:07), Hannah Berman (17:29),
Jennifer Jean-Louis (17:39) and Elal
Nozari (18:02) finished 3-4-6-7, re-
spectively.

LEWANDOSKI FIFTH ALL-AROUND

Vikings 3rd; Raiders 4th
In County Gymnastics

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After capturing the Cougar Invita-
tional earlier in the month, the Union
High School High School gymnastic
machine rolled into first place at the
Union County Gymnastic champion-
ship at David Brearley High School
in Kenilworth on October 21. The

Farmers, with 106.3 out-dueled the
Dayton-Brearley girls who totaled
103.675.

A strong and vastly improved Union
Catholic team finished a close third
with a team total of 103.075 while

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished
fourth with 101.825. Westfield, with-
out the services of its top gymnast,
Liz Falzon, settled for fifth at 101.175
points.

Danielle Scott and Jessica
Greenwald led the Farmer girls by
placing first and second respectively
in the all-around. Union Catholic’s

Alyssa Lewandowski placed fifth at
35.7 and Blue Devil Claire Macdonald
grabbed sixth at 35.35. Raider Kelly
Cianciotta finished a strong eighth at
34.825 and teammate Natalie
Capoccia placed ninth at 34.0.

Viking Lewandowski took top hon-
ors with a superb floor routine, net-
ting a score of 9.5. She placed fifth in
both the vault at 9.3 and the uneven
bars at 8.7. Teammate Ebony Jones
tied for third on the floor with a mark
of 9.3, then tied for sixth on bars with
an 8.4. Kristy Napolitano finish 10th
on the floor with a score of score of
9.0.

Raider Capoccia secured second
place on the beam with a 9.0 total and
10th on the uneven bars at 8.2.
Cianciotta finished in a three-way tie
on the floor with a score of 9.1 and
grabbed seventh with an 8.75 on the
balance beam. She tied Westfield’s
Macdonald for ninth place in vault.

Macdonald had a fantastic perfor-
mance on the floor that earned her
second place with a score of 9.35. She
grabbed sixth place in the balance
beam with a mark of 8.75 and tied for
eighth on the uneven bars with a score
of 8.25. Teammate Amanda Diaz
placed 10th on beam with an 8.3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WESTFIELD FAN…This Blue Devil fan checks out the turf prior to the Watchung
Conference meet.
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SCOTCH PLAINS 

Fabulous new home nearing completion, located on cul-de-sac of six new homes.
This classic design is perfect for family living with an oversized designer kitchen
with granite counters opening into  an 18’x 23’ family room with fireplace, formal
dining room, hardwood floors, 9’ ceilings on first floor,  four large bedrooms, two
& one half baths, master suite, 2  zone heat & central air conditioning. $959,900. 

 

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA 

WESTFIELD   New six bedroom colonial                   $1,700,000
SCOTCH PLAINS  New custom colonial on cul-de-sac          $1,850,000 
SCOTCH PLAINS  New 13room colonial on cul-de-sac         $1,695,900
SCOTCH PLAINS  New 10 room, 5 bedroom colonial           $1,299,900
SCOTCH PLAINS  New 5 bedroom , 4 bath home                  $1,295,000
SCOTCH PLAINS  New custom home w/open porch             $    919,900
NORTH EDISON  Entirely gutted w/new 2nd floor               $1,395,900

Soccer Vikings Top
Mt. St. Marys, 4-2

The Union Catholic High School
girls soccer team topped Mount
St. Mary, 4-2, to improve its record
to 10-4-1. Lara Kaminski scored
two goals and added an assist on
Meaghan Geislinger’s goal. Kaitlin
Eppinger scored the other Viking
goal.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘GO FOR IT, PLAY FOOTBALL’…Are the words late Police
Chief/Coach Mark Zyla told his daughter Courtney when she
asked permission to play. Pictured are: Courtney Zyla and
acting Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney.

Union County Tourney
Volleyball Results:

OCTOBER 19 QUARTERFINALS:
UNION CATHOLIC (18-3) OVER
UNION, 25-12, 25-18

Paige Rusnock – 7 kills, 8 digs;
Joanne Schurtz – 8 kills, 1 ace; An-
gela Homs – 16 assists; Nicole
Palumbo – 6 digs

RAHWAY (16-1) OVER KENT PLACE,
25-14, 25-10

Jamie Godfrey – 10 service points,
8 aces, 1 block, 16 assists

Francesca Garay – 11 service
points, 4 aces, 4 blocks, 8 kills; Dierdre
Jones – 6 service points, 4 aces, 3
blocks, 6 kills

NEW PROVIDENCE (15-4) OVER
JOHNSON, 25-15, 25-20

Liza Demby – 8 kills, 10 digs, 3 aces;
Tricia Campbell – 6 kills, 2 blocks, 1
dig, Ashley Gabrielle – 5 kills

OCTOBER 20:
WESTFIELD (12-5) OVER CRANFORD,
25-22, 25-10

Molly Williams – 3 kills, 4 aces, 4
assists; Anna Koehler – 10 digs

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
The SP-F Raider gymnasts, left, and the Union Catholic Viking gymnasts.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
The Westfield Blue Devil gymnasts during the presentation of teams.
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Westfield Open House Events: Sunday, October 30th • 1-4PM

The inviting welcome begins with the curb appeal and extends
throughout this pristine, updated home located on a quiet
street. The first floor with open floor plan boasts a Living Room,
formal Dining Room, updated Kitchen, Sunroom, two
Bedrooms and an updated full Bath. The second floor has two
Bedrooms and an updated Bath along with plenty of storage.
A finished Recreation Room, bonus Room, Workshop, Laundry
and Utilities are found on the basement level. Additional
features include central air conditioning, new deck and siding,
newer windows and more.  $550,000

Located on a lovely property on a tree lined street, this nine
room Colonial boasts a wonderful floor plan. The first floor of
this updated home offers a Living Room with wood burning
fireplace, formal Dining Room, Kitchen with Breakfast Area that
opens to the Family Room, Den with built-ins and skylights
and Powder Room. The second floor features a magnificent
Master Suite and three additional Bedrooms, one with a full
Bath. An updated hall Bath services the other two Bedrooms.
Additional amenities include central air conditioning, deck,
newer windows, skylights and more.  WSF0875  $935,000

209 Ayliffe Avenue, Westfield 865 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield


