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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Life is nothing if it’s not a series of
choices that have to be made — some
much tougher than others.

Coke or Pepsi? (Dr Pepper)
Beta or VHS? (Definitely Beta)
Ginger or Mary Ann? (Mary Ann)
Beatles or Stones? (early Stones, later

Beatles)
Van Hagar or Van Lee Roth (Van

Hagar, not even close)
I faced another of those major life

choices this weekend. Massillon (Ohio)
rolled Eastlake North, 49-14, last week
and will take a 9-0 record into Saturday’s
monster showdown against archrival
Canton McKinley, which is also 9-0.
Since going out for Massillon’s opener
in late August, I’d planned on catching
the McKinley game and being in the
crowd of 20,000-plus that will rock
Fawcett Stadium in Canton.

After all, WHS brings an 0-6 record
into Saturday’s game against once-
beaten Irvington at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium. But a funny thing has happened.
Although WHS continues to struggle on
offense, I’ve totally enjoyed watching
the Devil defense as it gets better and
better each week.

So, I’m gonna skip Massillon-
McKinley because, to be honest, I’d
rather watch Will Harbaugh, Ryan
Yarusi, Cowles Stewart, Matt Ince, John
Dugan and Co. Now if there was just
some way to get the town of Westfield
and the WHS student body similarly
interested. When last Friday’s game
started at Union, there were less than
100 people in the WHS stands. By half-
time that figure had swelled to 150,
counting band parents and some Union
students getting lessons from the WHS
cheerleaders.

(A half hour after the game, my drive
home showed at least 150 high school
kids hanging out around the Rialto the-
atre downtown.)

The weather wasn’t the greatest Fri-
day night, but the rain had stopped long
before game time. It was cool, but not
cold. And we were playing Union! There
were some WHS kids there with painted
faces, and there was an amazing section
of WHS moms — led by the very spir-
ited Jocelyn Shaffer — to keep
everybody’s spirits up.

The Blue Devils’ defense gives them
a chance to play with the big teams left
on their schedule — Irvington, Eliza-
beth, a consolation game, and Plainfield.
First-year defensive coordinator Ken
Miller mixed his defenses against Union,
starting with a 5-2-4 and switching to
the 4-4-3. With pass-happy Irvington
coming to town Saturday, look for more
5-2-4, which gives WHS’s ball-hawk-
ing secondary — corners Jayshawn King
and Marcus Graham, safeties Terrell
Rogers and Will Jenkins — a chance to
add to their interception totals. Hope-
fully, the true WHS fans, not just the
fair-weather fans, will come out to watch.

PS: For those of you wondering, my
Neshaminy Redskins put on a wet and
wild exhibition last Saturday at Heart-

break Ridge. Ranked No. 2 in Pennsyl-
vania, Neshaminy steamrolled top-
ranked North Penn, 41-13, led by 5-8,
160-pound tailback Jarred Kenney’s 220
yards rushing and four touchdowns.

THE WORD(S)
Last week we mentioned how cool it

would be to have the football team mem-
bers gather in front of the band after a
victory and one of the captains — Cowles
Stewart, Nick DeRosa or Andrew Shaffer
— or maybe a star of the game gets on
the podium and leads the band and the
fans in the singing of the school song.
Then it came to me that maybe not many
people know the words to the song. So,
in advance of Saturday’s anticipated
first singing of the alma mater after a
huge win over Irvington, here are the
words, to the first verse:

Westfield, dear Westfield, we sing to
you

We praise you always for the many
things you do

Schools know your reputation, we
won’t let it fall

Westfield Victorious! The champions
of all

STATE CHAMPIONS!
The WHS girls tennis team got the

2005-06 school year off to a great start
last week, winning the state Group 4
title at Mercer County Park in West
Windsor.

It was the first state title for the girls
since 1994, coach Ed Tirone’s first year
at the helm, when the team reached the
Tournament of Champions semifinals
before falling to Ramapo. WHS did win
a sectional title in 1996, but this was the
first since then, too.

WHS beat Vineland 4-1 in the Group
4 semifinals then knocked off East
Brunswick 4-1 in the final. They then
beat Montclair Kimberley Academy,
4.5-1.5 to face top-seeded Holmdel in
the state final yesterday.

Tirone’s club is solid, top to bottom,
or maybe we should say bottom to top.
Through the Group 4 final, WHS’s two
doubles teams were undefeated for the
year. Senior captains Lisa Aliche and
Jessica Bender — both former singles
players — were 21-0 at first doubles,
and senior Rachael Louie and sopho-
more Kim Morawski were 19-0 at sec-
ond doubles.

The singles players are all juniors —
the solid, reliable Nikki Reich at No. 1,
feisty Lindsay Goldberg, an excellent
volleyist, at No. 2 and the coolly effi-
cient (and unbeaten) Lane Maloney, one
of the state’s top third singles players.

DEN TRIVIA
Can you name the lineup for the WHS

girls tennis team that won the 1994 state
Group 4 title?

IN THE E-MAIL
Got an e-mail last week from former

WHS pitching star Greg Chlan (Class of
’65), who talked about his eight years in
minor league baseball (including three
years at Triple A Omaha), the 1964
American Legion season when Westfield
finished second to Brooklawn, and the

great Greater Newark Tournament
games under coach Norm Koury.

“The ’65 (WHS baseball) team was
scoring-challenged (only Bobby Flynn
at .325 and Ken Brix at .299 hit over .215
among the regulars on a 19-8 team!) and
our best offense was the squeeze bunt,”
Chlan wrote. “Mr. Koury would set up
our pitching machine about 40 feet from
home plate, adjust the setting to high and
tight, and we would take our turns getting
down bunts. The 12-inning 2-1 win (in
the GNT semifinals) against a great Union
team (that included future big leaguers
Al Santorini and Elliot Maddox) was on
a squeeze bunt by Jeff Bauer on a pitch
thrown right at his head.”

Koury was more than just a baseball
strategist as a coach. He had a way of
saying things, with a little smile, that his
players can still remember, 40 years later.

“If (Koury) knew you had a girlfriend
or were going to the prom,” Chlan wrote,
“he would give you that smirk and label
you a ‘cake eater.’ To this day, I like pie
much more than cake.”

HOPEWELL DROUGHT ENDS
It had been 73 years since the last

football victory by Hopewell Valley High
School in Mercer County. The Great
Depression was on when, following the
1932 season, the athletic director de-
cided to drop football and make soccer
the main varsity sport in the fall. Foot-
ball wasn’t brought back until a parents’
group fought a hard fight and finally
won out over another group that didn’t
want football brought back, for what-
ever dumb reasons.

The Bulldogs went full-time varsity
last fall and, with Tyler Brewster —
grandson of Westfield resident Bob
Brewster Sr., and son of former WHS
athlete Brad Brewster — as one of its
co-captains. The team struggled to an 0-
10 mark and lost its first five this year
before junior Steve Giovacchini scored
all his team’s points in a 28-6 win over
West Windsor-Plainsboro North.

NICKNAME GAME
Nobody has written to tell us how or

when WHS became the Blue Devils, but
I did read in the Easton (Pa.) Express
Times about how/when Phillipsburg
became the Stateliners. The school held
a contest in 1954. Carl Caccase, class of
1942, picked the name Stateliners and it
won out over Wildcats and Greyhounds.
The runnerup Wildcats did become the
school’s mascot. Caccese later named
his tavern the Stateliner Bar.

TRIVIA ANSWER
At singles it was No. 1 Heather Post,

No. 2 Laura Falkner, No. 3 Sarah Tirone.
The doubles were Meghan Corbett and
Lauren Rudofsky at No. 1 and Marcy
Beller and Shari Gersch at No. 2. The
team went 24-3, but only finished sec-
ond at the Union County Tournament,
with Falkner the lone winner.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments or suggestions or trivia ques-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Harbaugh, Yarusi and WHS ‘D’
Help Make a Tough Choice Easy

KRATKY SCORES 1ST GOAL, SEAMON SCORES NEXT

UC Viking Soccer Boys Stun
Blue Devils, 2-0, in Counties

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirteen turned out not to be an
unlucky number as the fifth-seeded
Union Catholic High School boys
soccer team improved its record to
14-0 with a 2-0 victory over fourth-
seeded Westfield in the quarterfinals
of the Union County Tournament at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
October 22.

After a scoreless, but fast-paced
first half, the pace stepped up even
more in the second half but remained
scoreless until Viking forward Brian

Kratky headed in a corner kick from
Danny Rodrigues with 21:52 remain-
ing and senior Mike Seamon drilled a
direct kick into the lower left corner
with 19:11 remaining.

“It was a great placed ball by D Rod.
It couldn’t have gotten any better. The
defender pushed up marking Mike
and it gave me an opportunity to get
my head on the ball and find the cor-
ner,” explained Kratky, who normally
has acted as a disruptor to opposing
defenses so as to set up Seamon.

Now with 71 career goals, Seamon,
who has been extremely accurate with

his shots, said, “Anywhere from in-
side 25 yards, I have practiced them
my whole life. Since I was a little kid,
in my backyard with little nets, I
would just shoot and shoot and shoot.
I developed the ability to curve the
ball, to hit liners right at the corners.
It’s really paid off. With my club
team, I take almost every free kick
and penalty kick.”

Prior to the game, Seamon and
Rodrigues also have developed a scor-
ing combination drill. “Before every
game we have our own ritual. He
crosses it. I do two sessions in a row
where I trap and shoot. I do one-
timers after that and then we do other
warm up shots,” Seamon said.

The Blue Devil defense was suc-
cessful putting the pinch on Seamon,
who came into the game with 70
career goals and 25 for the season but
the Viking defense responded just as
well to reject penetration.

“Joe (Oliveira) and his team played
a great game. We shut Seamon down.
Our defense played wonderfully. We
made a bad play in the attacking third
that resulted in them getting numbers
up on us and then Seamon had an
awesome restart,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

The Blue Devils did manage to
ripple the Vikings’ netting twice in
the second half; however, neither shots
were of any consequence because
whistles to stop action had already
been blown by the referee.

The Vikings took 10 shots on goal
and the Blue Devils totaled seven
although, of the four Vikings’ shots
and the two Blue Devils’ shots taken
in the first half, none posed a serious
scoring threat. Blue Devil goalie Greg
O’Brien made three saves and Viking
goalie Chris Vargas also made three.
Both teams had two corner kicks.

“I am very, very proud of them.
Even though they have been win-
ning, their heads have not been big,”
said Viking Head Coach Joe
DeOliveira. “They have always been
focusing on the next game, focusing
on the next game. It’s not about the
coaching if you don’t have the kids.
It’s their personalities. That’s what
wins games.”

“These guys are great! We come
out pumped up for every game. They
know what they are doing. They don’t
mess around on the field. It’s a great
team chemistry and that’s how we
win games,” said Kratky.

The Vikings will face top-seeded
Elizabeth at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth this Saturday, October 29, at 8
p.m.
Union Catholic 0 2 2
Westfield 0 0 0

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

FANWOOD $429,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $454,900

WESTFIELD $650,000 FANWOOD $388,900

FANWOOD $595,000

WESTFIELD $589,000

Must see to appreciate!  Immaculate home on lovely cul-de-sac fea-
tures a large Eat-In Kitchen with Corian counters, Sub-Zero, Jennair,
Woodmode cabinetry, Family Room with sliders to large side yard.
Newer furnace, CAC, HWH.

One level Custom home.  All brick custom Ranch on an 80’ x 140’
lot.  Formal Living and Dining Rooms, Eat-In Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms
and 1.5 baths.  Quality construction can lend this home for expan-
sion.  Generous room sizes.

Custom built 8-room home on fabulous, deep property.  Upgrades
galore!  Four Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, perfect for entertaining.  Ideal for
commuters.  Close to everything.  A must see.

Custom Ranch with very spacious rooms.  Three Bedrooms, 1.5
baths, wood floors, natural molding.  Light and bright with many
windows, great storage space (basement and attic).  Very convenient
location.

Wonderful Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms 2.5 baths, beautifully updated,
new Central Air Conditioning, new windows, all new interior doors,
2-level deck, gas fireplace, newer Kitchen.  A must see!

Five + Bedroom Expanded Colonial Cape features hardwood floors,
Family Room with fireplace off Eat-In Kitchen with new stainless
steel appliances, separate Home Office or Guest Suite with kitchenette
and full bath over attached 2-car garage, CAC, corner lot in lovely
neighborhood.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TALENTED PLAYERS…Mike Seamon, top, has scored 26 goals this
season and holds the Vikings’ all-time career total of 71. Below, Blue Devil Tom
Taylor demonstrates fine foot control.


