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Munoz Proposes Increased
Fines For Price Gouging

Most Problems In Town Cost
Little Money to Solve

Let’s Use No-Cost Solutions
To Solve Over-Development

By Asm. Eric Munoz, GOP
Assemblyman Candidate District 21

Assemblyman Eric Munoz (D-21,
Summit), in an effort to combat the
rising price of gasoline, announced his
intention to introduce legislation that
increases the penalties for retailers
found guilty of price gouging.

“Regrettably, there are unscrupu-
lous gas-station owners that have
taken advantage of the gas price cri-
sis,” said Assemblyman Munoz. “We
need to protect the honest business-
men and go after those who are pur-
posefully trying to take advantage of
the unfortunate circumstances.”

Asm. Munoz, stating that existing
laws regulating the sale of gasoline are
antiquated, drafted legislation that re-
vises the penalty provisions for the
violation of certain laws regulating the
retail sale of motor fuels.

“I am working on legislation that,
if enacted, would provide an appro-

priate punishment for those found
guilty of price gouging,” Assembly-
man Munoz added. “Currently, our
existing laws are not effective in de-
terring dealers from gouging motor-
ists. A mere $50 fine, the cost of one
sale, is not a sufficient penalty.”

Under the legislation, a person
found guilty of price gouging can be
fined up to $2,500 for the first offense
and $10,000 for the second offense.
The bill also provides for the suspen-
sion of a retail dealer’s license for the
first and second offense. Addition-
ally, the measure calls for the retail
dealer’s license to be permanently
revoked upon a third offense.

“Enough is enough,” said Assem-
blyman Munoz. “We simply cannot
allow hardworking families to suffer
at the hands of dishonest retailers.”

Assemblyman Munoz plans to in-
troduce this legislation once the leg-
islature is back in session.

By Audrey Fisch, DEM
Westfield First Ward Council Candidate

I’m running for town council be-
cause I have the energy, interest and
disposition to serve our community.
My education and my work experi-
ence have prepared me for this work.

All of us want the same things from
Westfield: excellent and efficient pub-
lic schools, safe and well-maintained
streets, vibrant neighborhoods with-
out excessive and disruptive develop-
ment, property taxes that reflect use-
ful services and the ability to enjoy
and use our downtown and train sta-

tion. How do we achieve these goals?
Not through partisanship or divi-

siveness.
To achieve these goals, we need

open communication about the chal-
lenges that we face and a commit-
ment to listening to and using the vast
resources and expertise of our edu-
cated community.

In walking the ward, I have found
my neighbors’ concerns are mostly
simple and many require little money
to address. While we continue to talk
about the larger challenges that we
face, we need to pay careful attention
to the basics: the gate in Brightwood
Park that needs repair, the crosswalk
on Elm Street by Franklin School that
needs to be re-painted, road repair on
Kimball and Chestnut streets. Solv-
ing our problems doesn’t need to cost
a lot of money.

In my campaign, I have limited
donations to $100, relied on the help
of neighbors and friends and simply
spent less. My campaign illustrates
the fact that anyone with the commit-
ment and interest in serving the pub-
lic can do so. It isn’t always necessary
or better to spend more.

In much the same way, by working
together and making use of the abun-
dant resources of our community, I
think we can both spend less and
efficiently solve many of our prob-
lems. In so doing, we can make
Westfield a better and easier town to
live in.

Contact Audrey at
AudreyforCouncil@yahoo.com or at
(908) 233-5421.

By Tom Bigosinski, DEM
Westfield Fourth Ward Council Candidate

As a member of the Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission for the past
two years, I have noticed the glaring
absence of trees in overdeveloped
residential areas, schools and the
South Avenue Business District.

As a candidate for town council
and as a concerned taxpayer, I have
listened to the current members of the
town council speak in vague gener-
alities about “shared services,” “part-
nerships” and “doing more with less.”
Has anyone offered specifics? If the
council was succeeding in develop-
ing partnerships, wouldn’t tax rates
stop increasing? I learned recently
that untapped resources exist that
would beautify our town at no cost.
Unfortunately, our town council has
not pursued these no-cost solutions.

A few weeks ago, I was told about a
problem facing volunteer members of
the McKinley School Beautification
Committee. They wanted to obtain shade
trees to plant by the playground at
McKinley School and along the school’s
border with First and West Broad Streets.
Unfortunately, there was no budget
money for trees, and the Westfield De-
partment of Public Works had no trees
that fit the bill. I also learned that re-
quests for trees at McKinley were first
made many years ago.

Shade trees at McKinley seemed,
to me, like the type of problem that
needed to be addressed – not studied.
I was also curious if a no-cost solu-
tion existed, since I so often hear
from town council about “shared ser-
vices” and “partnerships” as a means
of lowering our tax burden.

In about one hour’s time, and
equipped with nothing more than the
internet and a telephone, I discovered
that Westfield qualifies as an “Arthur
Kill Watershed” town. A resolution
between the State of New Jersey and a

multi-million dollar corporation cre-
ated a “Natural Resource Fine,” which
has been set aside to fund large-scale
tree-planting in certain municipalities.
Westfield is one of them. The New
Jersey Tree Foundation has been desig-
nated to administer the fund, and they
are waiting for towns like Westfield to
call. Other municipalities have called.
Unfortunately, Westfield has not.

All these years, a no-cost solution
has existed for the parents of school-
children at McKinley – and no doubt
elsewhere in Westfield – who have
asked for trees to be planted but have
been told there was neither trees nor
money available. The planting of free
trees could also help reduce the impact
of over-development, since construc-
tion of new homes almost always re-
sults in trees being removed. Or, they
can be used to replace dying trees that
pose a hazard to the community.

As councilman in the Fourth Ward,
I will immediately bring Westfield
together with the New Jersey Tree
Foundation (in fact, I have started the
process already). Doing this will pro-
vide at no cost, or very little cost, a
diverse assortment of high quality
healthy trees, mulch, funding for side-
walk cutouts and the supervision of
tree-planting experts. An opportunity
to beautify the town’s streets, parks
and schools, while saving tax dollars,
is the municipal equivalent of a ‘no-
brainer.’ I don’t doubt that other such
opportunities exist out there but have
not been thoroughly explored.

When you vote on November 8,
please consider whether the candidate
you consider has proposed specific
solutions to either the tax, over-devel-
opment or other concerns you have.

Voters are always welcome to share
with me their thoughts about my cam-
paign by email at Bigo_For_Council
@Comcast.net or by phone at (908)
232-6606.

Quality-of-Life Issues Are
Paramount For Fanwood

By Bruce Walsh, DEM
Fanwood Council Candidate

I came to Fanwood more than 20
years ago because my hometown was
no longer a good place for us to raise
our children. I decided right away to
never let that happen to Fanwood.
Over the years, I have served on the
Shade Tree and the Historic Preser-
vation Commissions, the Board of
Health and, as a private citizen and
pro bono lawyer, I helped lead the
successful fight against the first cel-
lular phone tower. When my last term
on the Fanwood council ended in
1999, I was the council president.

I decided not to run for re-election
then, but in the past five years, I
stayed involved by volunteering to
serve on the Library Board, the Board
of Health again and, this year, on the
Planning board. In my opinion, this
kind of volunteer activity is almost a
prerequisite for anyone offering him
or herself as a candidate for council.

Today, I have children and grand-
children, a sister and brother-in-law,
nephew and nieces all living in
Fanwood. We all intend to stay here.
That is why, besides the obvious tax
concerns, quality-of-life issues would
be my focus as councilman. On the
question of taxes, the unfortunate truth
is, no matter what anyone tells you,
there is very little that can be done on
the local level. Yes, we can increase
our business “ratables” and so far this
effort is proceeding well: Dunkin’
Donuts, Mattress Factory, K-9 Re-
sorts, 300 South Avenue and approv-
als completed for the new structures
at 222 and 234 South Avenues.

But truthfully, taxes won’t be low-
ered until the schools are funded by

the state. That is why I strongly sup-
port a constitutional convention for
that purpose.

You know there is a problem when
a house on a big lot can be demol-
ished, and before you can say
“McMansion,” two new houses have
popped up, each bigger than the origi-
nal. We need new ordinances and I
know what they are and how to get
them passed. Also, we have streets
where speeding cars make it danger-
ous for a child to walk or ride a bike.
Now that speed bumps are allowed,
we need to consider using them or
any other means necessary to safe-
guard our children. We can do a better
job of getting our sidewalks fixed,
and for the infirm or those who can’t
drive we should provide assistance
with recyclables.

As important as downtown rede-
velopment is, it is equally important
that no new building be any higher
than the rest of our residences and
that congestion and parking issues
continue to be a priority in the plan-
ning and approval process.

Some people will tell you that po-
litical considerations or party labels
are more important than voting for the
best person. I do not agree. Especially
on the local level, politics sometimes
need to take a back seat. If you share
my concerns about Fanwood and if
you feel that I have the experience,
enthusiasm, ideas and the ability to do
the best job for Fanwood, then you
may wish to vote for me. And, if you
do vote for the best person, you can
rest easy. You did the right thing and,
regardless of the result of this election,
our two-party system will survive, just
as it always has.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOUSE GUEST...Janice and Frank Fusaro of Westfield welcome Acting Gover-
nor Richard Codey to their home last Friday evening during a campaign
fundraiser. Mr. Fusaro is seeking election to the Westfield Town Council.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Mrs. Fusaro, Gov. Codey and Mr. Fusaro.

Paid for by Friends of Tom Jardim for Mayor, Frank McIntyre, Treasurer, 251 Walnut Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Troop 33 Unlocks
The Florida Keys

FANWOOD— This summer, 11
members of Boy Scout Troop 33 took
to the high seas for a week of sailing,
snorkeling and fishing in the Florida
Keys.

Two crews and adult chaperones
boarded motor-sailer sloops. With ex-
perienced captains, the scouts hauled
sails, learned about charting and navi-
gation and weighed anchor for fish-
ing and snorkeling explorations of
reef sea life. Witnessing sunsets and
star-filled horizons, they often slept
in the night breezes on deck.

Experiences like these are just part
of the program offered by Troop 33,
chartered at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church.

Troop 33 welcomes new members.
For more information, please visit
http://bsatroop33.com, or call Dave
Northrup at (908) 889-6043.


