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SIXTY CENTS

Echausse and WeCare Rep.,
Trade Barbs Over Parking
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday’s
Westfield council meeting, the mayor
and council passed on second reading new height limitations, spoke
about reconfiguring employee parking on Orchard, Elm Streets and Ferris
Place, received the deed to former
Mayor Richard Bagger’s house and
honored the Westfield finest and bravest contingent who aided the relief
efforts in the Gulf region.
The council passed unanimously
on second reading an ordinance that
will lower the maximum building

height in town. Previously, Fourth
Ward Councilman Jim Foerst said
that the law would amend the land
use ordinance and lower the maximum building height from 38 to 35
feet.
Councilman Foerst has said this
was the second part of the first phase
in the committee’s plan to control
McMansions — the first being the
corner lot ordinance, which he hoped
will give the town “relief from shoehorning.”
Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca’s Public Safety, Parking
and Traffic Safety Committee met

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SEEKING ONE-SEAT RIDE…Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. , Asm. Jon Bramnick and
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky present petitions at the Westfield train station
to commuters on New Jersey Transit’s Raritan Valley Line. The petition seeks to
speed up the timeframe for completion of a new Hudson River tunnel and the
eventual one-seat ride into New York City for Raritan Line riders. According to
Sen. Kean, NJ Transit executives said the earliest project completion date would
be 2014 depending on federal and state transportation appropriations. He warned
that this date could be much later if government funding is not forthcoming.

Houlihan/Sid Fay
Dedication Set Nov. 1
WESTFIELD — A ribbon-cutting
ceremony will be held on Tuesday,
November 1 at 7 p.m. at Houlihan and
Sid Fay fields to celebrate completion of the Town of Westfield’s new
lighted synthetic turf fields. During
the ceremony, individuals and groups
who have supported this town-wide
project will be recognized for their
dedication.
The public is invited to attend. Parking will be available in the designated
parking lot next to the fields. The
ceremony will be held rain or shine
under the lights.
The Westfield Recreation Commission and the Westfield Recreation
Department implemented this project,
supported by youth athletic organizations. The town council in the 2004
capital budget funded it.

and are working to address downtown parking issues on Orchard, Elm
Streets and Ferris Place.
“There are 52 long-term meters in
those areas. We were hoping to get
better usage than we had. We are
proposing to the town council to bag
an appreciable amount of those
meters, about 40, and bag those as
prepaid employee parking as of January 1, 2006. Currently, we have 100
employee permits in lot 8 and we
should be able to take about 50 of
them and move them to the Orchard,
Elm and Ferris Place,” Councilman
Ciarrocca said.
The councilman added that the plan
will enable the town to still have
some meters unbagged and left as
hourly meters on the weekends, while

employees may use the south-side
train station lot. He added that the
proposal is consistent with his
committee’s plan to have lots 1 and 8
(behind the Leader Store, Trader
Joe’s) completely dedicated for downtown shoppers.
First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said the town’s website plan
is in an introductory stage and hopes
that when complete it will be more
“vibrant and interactive.” When fully
completed, the town’s permanent address will be located at
westfieldnj.gov. He encouraged the
use of e-alerts that offer residents
notifications in eight different categories, such as public safety and
public
works. Temporarily,
Westfield’s homepage is housed on
www.westfieldnj.govoffice2.com.
Councilman Echausse instructed
those interested in volunteering their
services to call Town Administrator
Jim Gildea’s office at (908) 789-4041.
WeCare (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development)
representative Jim Baker questioned
why the town isn’t bagging the meters
earlier, mentioning November 15 “so
that the people can park closer to the
stores for the holiday selling season.”
Mr. Baker claimed the town has
200 empty spots available on a daily
basis and that WeCare presented plans
about the Elm and Orchard plans a
year and a half ago. He additionally
questioned the policy of taking the
bags off the meters on Saturday. “I
see no reason to take them off on
Friday and put them back on Monday
morning.”
Mr. Baker estimated that the town
is losing $650,000. Councilman
Echausse immediately questioned the
validity of the numbers. Mr. Baker
said that the town “doesn’t even know
how to identify the problem. For fourplus years, we’ve known the problem
is employee meter feeding and we’ve
done nothing.”
Councilman Ciarrocca said the bagging “had nothing to do with the
bagging for the holiday parking.
That’s a different issue. The reason
you wait to January 1 is out of sheer
fairness. There are people who have
permits in lot 8 and it makes sense to
offer them new spots on Orchard and
Elm in the beginning of the year when
the new, reduced parking rates go
into effect so they can opt to whether
or not they want those spaces.”
He added that the bags will be
removed over the weekend because
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Tax Collector’s Office
Open Late on Nov. 1
WESTFIELD — The office of the
Westfield Tax Collector will be open
from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 1, for the collection of
property taxes.
Payments received after Monday,
November 7, will be subject to interest which will accrue back to the
original due date of November 1.
For more information, contact Tax
Collector Susan Noon at (908) 7894051 or at taxcollector@westfieldnj.net.

Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, October 30, 2 a.m.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader

HONORARY MEMENTO…Former State Senator Richard Bagger presents
Mayor Andy Skibitsky with the deed to his East Broad Street historic childhood
home, while his mother looks on. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mayor
Skibitsky, Elizabeth Bagger and Mr. Bagger.

Garwood BOE Member
Arrested In Cranford
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Happy Halloween

GARWOOD – Garwood Board of
Education member Monty Brown was
arrested on October 9 by Cranford
police and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana and possession of paraphernalia, which was actually a wooden marijuana pipe, according to Cranford police.
Police said the arrest occurred at
9:53 p.m. at the intersection of North
Union Avenue and Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
Mr. Brown has been a member of
the Garwood Board of Education for
over three years. He is currently serving his second term.
“The reason he was stopped was
because he was accelerating to a point
where he was causing his tires to

screech,” stated Chief Wild. He was
released pending an initial court date
of October 17, which has been postponed.
“The Board of Education has no
jurisdiction to take any action with
respect to this matter,” stated Superintendent of Schools, Dr. William Murphy. “The matter is properly before the municipal court
where it will be examined and resolved.”
In the interim, Mr. Brown has chosen to remain on the board as opposed
to taking a temporary leave, as he
waits for an alternative court date.
“The Board of Education will continue to strongly support our antidrug policies we have in place and
our education programs on drug
awareness,” affirmed Dr. Murphy.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GOOD SPORT...While campaigning in Westfield for the town Democratic party last Friday night at the home of Frank and
Janice Fusaro, Acting Governor Richard Codey noted he enjoyed when West Orange beat Westfield High School in
basketball. He also points to his choice for Westfield Mayor, Tom Jardim, in the upcoming election. Pictured, left to right,
are: Gov. Codey, mayoral candidate Jardim and Westfield Democrat Party Chairman Ken Rotter.

Mayoral Candidates Spar
Over Taxes, Sale of Assets
By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In the wake of the
mayoral debate last Monday, the candidates continued to spar over the
sale of assets account, taxation and
even attendance.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky claimed that
he didn’t “vote for the 2004 budget
because it was too big of an increase.”
Citing healthcare hikes as a primary
reason behind the increase, Mayor
Skibitsky said that the “council
needed to be weaned off the sale of
assets, which he (Jardim) drained.”
Mayor Skibitsky said he would have

thought of ways to decrease spending
or make a prudent cut in the budget.
“Tom sold $1.7 million worth of
property to developers. That goes to
our sale of assets. From that account,
he used $2.7 million. That should be
used for future assets and to make
capital improvements.”
At the debates, Mayor Skibitsky
said draining the sale of assets “is not
good business management. That’s
not how you run a business. That’s
like taking a piece of your land and
selling it every year to pay for your
electrical bill. You’d call that an
Enron-style accounting tactic.”

Former Mayor Jardim replied that
Mayor Skibitsky voted for a tax increase in 2003 (five point tax increase)
and in 2005 (five-plus point tax increase) that was “almost as large as the
one in 2004, and certainly higher than
any increase ever voted on by me.”
In response to Mayor Skibitsky’s
claim regarding the sale of assets
account, he said that when he became
mayor, and realized that, for years
prior, the council used the sale of
capital assets (town property) to “foist
up the operating budget, I and other
newly-elected members of the town
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

UC Board to OK Bid to Install
Signals at Westfield Intersection
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board is scheduled to approve a bid tonight, October 27, from
a contractor to install traffic signals at
the intersection of East Broad Street,
Central Avenue and Mountain Avenue in Westfield. Signal improvements will be made at Elm and East
Broad Streets.
The board is set to hire Tiffany
Electric, Inc., of Fairfield at a cost of
$676,000. The company will also add
a right-turn lane from Lake Avenue
onto Raritan Road in Clark.
County Engineer Jeff Sias told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at the board’s
October 20 agenda meeting that a
pre-construction meeting with officials will occur in late November. He
estimated that the work, including
road resurfacing after the signals are
installed, would be completed by
Memorial Day of next year.
In addition to new traffic signals,
the Westfield project will include replacing and upgrading roadway signs,
constructing new sidewalks and curbs
and curb ramps.
The project will not include the
time sequencing of traffic signals
along Central Avenue to the Clark
border as requested by Westfield officials, said Mr. Sias. He said the
Westfield request was only made recently after the project had already
been approved as part of the county’s
capital budget. He said the timing of
traffic signals would be discussed for
inclusion in the 2006 capital budget.
The board is also expected to vote
tonight to accept a bid of $797,630 to
restore Cedar Brook Lake in Plainfield.
J.A. Alexander Inc. of Bloomfield will
drain the lake and salvage fish in the
lake by November 1. Cedar Brook will
than be dredged of around 4,630 cubic
yards of sediment.
Mr. Sias said the lakebed would be
graded before it is refilled. The project
is the first of 10 lakes that will be
dredged as part of recommendations
in a study completed in the late 1990s
by F.X. Browne, an environmental
consulting firm based in Lansdale,
Pa. Echo Lake in Mountainside will
be the next waterway to be dredged,
said Mr. Sias. Echo Lake has some
42,000 cubic yards of sediment that
needs to be dredged to the increase

depth of the lake.
According to the county’s Department of Public Information, Cedar
Brook Park was developed in 1925 by
the then Union County Park Commission.
Mr. Sias said Cedar Brook is the
smallest of the lakes on the list to be
dredged. He said the project would be
completed by June 2006.
The county is also set to renew a
contract with Horizon Health Care of
Newark for the county’s employeeflexible-spending plan. Through this
program, employees can have funds
deducted from their paychecks before taxes during the year to offset
medical costs, according to Finance
Director Lawrence Caroselli.
Freeholder Al Mirabella questioned
why the program has not been more
popular with employees. Only 100 of
the county’s employees took part in
the program, which, until this past
year, had not been offered to county
employees in eight or nine years.
Mr. Caroselli said the county is working to better educate employees of the
benefit. He took advantage of the program to use $400 he had deducted to pay
for a pair of eyeglasses. He said employees could also use the funds to pay copays for out-of-pocket medical costs.
The new contract will be effective

January 1 and run through the end of
2006.
The board also discussed renewing
a lease to house the county’ youth
service bureau at 1130 St. Georges
Avenue in Linden. Director of Human Services Frank Guzzo recommended that the county enter into the
new month-to-month lease with
Morning Star Community Development, the building’s new owner.
Freeholder Adrian Mapp questioned whether the increase in rent
was justified.
Mr. Guzzo said the lease hike is the
first increase the county has paid in
seven years. The new lease will be
$173,640 over 24 months, an increase
of $86,820 over the previous agreement. He said the new owner has
promised to make significant improvements to the property.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
was happy with the proposed improvements noting, “It’s an ugly, ugly
building.”
A resolution will also be on
tonight’s agenda to accept a $301,173
grant to help fund fraud investigations by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The grant is from
the New Jersey Division of Criminal
Justice, Office of the Insurance Fraud
Prosecutor.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GHOULISH…The home of Roy and Sherry Pascal at633 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield is all dressed for Halloween, including scarecrows made by the children
at Redeemer Lutheran School.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader

RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE…At the Tuesday night meeting of the Westfield Town Council, Mayor Andy Skibitsky recognized and awarded
members of the police and fire departments for their dedication and service to the victims of Hurricane Katrina in the Gulf Coast. Pictured, left to right, are: Acting
Police Chief John Parizeau with Police Officer Robert Barthus, Jr.; Fire Chief Dan Kelly with Captain Michael Brennan; and firefighter Tom Ryan shaking hands
with Mayor Skibitsky.

Mayoral Candidates Spar Over Issues
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

council were horrified.”
“Accordingly, we made an agreement amongst ourselves — a bipartisan agreement —that we would
use our best efforts to only use the
sale of assets monies for the purchase of capital items. We further
agreed that we would only sell off
additional town property if there was
a ‘substantially compelling need’ to
do so.”
In the debates, Mayor Skibitsky
harped on a tax rate that increased
during Mr. Jardim’s tenure as mayor.
Mayor Skibitsky said Mr. Jardim focused on an 11-cent increase but maintained, “it was the tax rate that increased, and it increased 25 percent.”
According to Mayor Skibitsky, in
1996 the rate was 56 cents per $1,000
of assessed valuation and, in the four
years that Mr. Jardim was mayor, the
rate increased to 70 cents in 2000 —
an increase of 14 cents. Fourteen cents
as a percentage of 56 is 25 percent.
Mayor Skibitsky further claimed
that if the former mayor kept at the
same spending rate and didn’t dip
into the sale of assets account, the
“increase would be closer to 85 cents
instead of 70.” Mayor Skibitsky said

that the tax rate didn’t show the actual spending and wasn’t relative.
“The people deserve transparency
when it comes to spending,” he
added, noting that the amount of
town land and property it has at its
disposable to sell is finite. “What are
you going to do when that runs out?”
Mayor Skibitsky asked.
Former Mayor Jardim maintains
that during his four years as mayor,
“the average tax increase during
those four years was 3 to 3.5 cents
per year (11 cents over four years),
and remember, I voted against one of
those budgets. In the three years that
my opponent has been on the council, taxes rose an average of seven
cents per year. Given that, I would
put my tax record against my
opponent’s any day.”
During the debates, former Mayor
Jardim criticized the council’s work in
curtailing over-development, saying
“lowering the height by three feet won’t
solve the problem. Ask any developer
if that’ll solve it. You need to make
them pay for the impact they cause.”
In terms of taxing developers,
Mayor Skibitsky noted that proposing such a tax is “illegal” and tanta-

Happy
Halloween!

Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

mount to “making false promises to
the voters.”
Mr. Jardim replied that impact fees
have been the subject of legislative
debate in Trenton “since at least the
time I was mayor,” and there are
currently “three bills pending in Trenton that I’m aware of (A-780, S-352
and S-623), which have bipartisan
support, and authorize municipalities to charge impact fees for new
development.
“If saying that I will fight at the
local, county and state level for the
ability of towns to charge developers
impact fees is making false promises
to the voters, as my opponent suggests, I strongly reject that charge,” he
added.
Mayor Skibitsky sought to clarify
another part of the debate, stating that
he was not a recreation commission
member; he was a council liaison to
the commission, meaning he “had no
voting authority, unlike Tom, who
was a full-fledged planning board
member. He could’ve appointed
someone else, as I have done with Jim
Foerst.”
During the debate, Mayor Skibitsky
said, “talking about attendance, when
you (Jardim) appointed yourself to the
planning board the last year, you
missed 50 percent of the meetings.
That’s an extremely important board.”
Former Mayor Jardim said he had
an opportunity to go look over the
planning board meeting minutes and
said, “during the four years I was
mayor of Westfield, I attended 71 percent of planning board meetings. I
don’t know Andy’s exact record of
attendance on the recreation commission, but I have been told by one of the
members on the commission at that
time that it wasn’t very good.”

the South Avenue lot is free during
that time and “that’s where we want
employees to park to keep the meters
on Orchard and Elm open for downtown shoppers.”
Councilman Echausse joined the discussion and, referencing Victoria
McCabe’s Westfield Leader letter to
the editor on employee parking, which
Mr. Baker referred to, said, “Ms.
McCabe wrote that letter to the editor
talking about parking rates and I guess
it’s convenient for you that we are making downtown parking more financially
feasible by rolling back the rates $120.
I see it’s very convenient, Mr. Baker, to
amend that.
“I forgot to congratulate you on your
recent election in June. I see that you
are the Ward 1,1 district member for the
Westfield Democratic Committee, so I
question who’s really up here. The We
Care Committee member or the Democratic Committee member?”
Before the public portion concluded,
former senator, assemblyman and
mayor Bagger and his mother presented
the town with the deed to their former
East Broad Street house. Mayor Bagger said the original deed is 200 years
old, dating back to when the old colonial farmhouse was built in 1785 by
James Ross and first sold in 1814.
Richard’s parents owned the home
from 1962 to 1992, when the deed was
given to the next owners. Seven years
later, the new owners sold to a developer, moved to France and took the
deed with them. Since that time, the
planning board authorized a subdivision in late 1999 and the home sits
vacant on East Broad Street.
“We’re worried about the future of
Westfield’s colonial homes,” Mr. Bagger said. “So, we tracked down the deed
and found the folks in France and asked

Westfield
Wednesday, October 19, Pamela
Marel, 25, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the 100 block of West Dudley
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated during an investigation of
a motor vehicle accident. No injuries
were reported. Marel was released to
a responsible individual.
Wednesday, October 19, Jon Lynch,
38, of Cranford was arrested at the
Hudson County Correctional Facility on outstanding warrants from
Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for
$200. He was transported to the Union
County jail.
Wednesday, October 19, Wayne
Allen, 44, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with criminal attempt,
theft, and possession of a burglary
tool after he was caught by police
allegedly cutting the chain on a bicycle with a pair of bolt cutters at the
south side Westfield train station lot.
Bail had not been set.
Thursday, October 20, Valentina
Nowak, 26, of Springfield was arrested at East Broad and Elmer Streets
and charged with driving while intoxicated and refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. She was released to
a responsible individual.
Thursday, October 20, Dunellen
police arrested Sharon Patrick, 42, of
Piscataway on an active Westfield
contempt of court warrant for $300.
She was placed in the custody of
Westfield police.
them to send them back to us.”
At the start of Tuesday’s council
meeting, Mayor Andy Skibitsky invited Firefighters Michael Brennan,
Thomas Ryan and Officer Robert
Barthus onto the dais to receive a
commendation for their relief efforts
during the Hurricane Katrina aftermath.
“I had the opportunity to see the two
firefighters off,” Mayor Skibitsky said.
“Captain Brennan said something to
me that really epitomizes our first responders. He said, ‘whether people
are in need in Westfield or in New
Orleans, they’re still our neighbors,’”
the mayor paraphrased.
In early September, the Westfield
crew began community stabilization
and emergency-management activities, including locating shelters for
those who were homeless.
“It was my honor to represent not
only the Westfield Fire Department,
but also the State of New Jersey to help
those afflicted by the horrendous natural disaster,” Captain Brennan said.
“I’d like to thank Chief (Dan) Kelly
for allowing us to go, the mayor and
council for their support — the send
off they gave us was very heartfelt.”

Saturday, October 22, two men were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Livingston Street and East South
Avenue. Miguel A. Gonzalez, 3rd,
20, of Clifton was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants –
one from West Paterson for $254 and
the other from Clifton for $89. He
was released on bail for both. Carlos
Sanchez, 18, of Elizabeth was charged
with hindering apprehension for allegedly providing false information
to police. He was released on his own
recognizance.
Mountainside
Tuesday, October 18, Abraham
Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for driving with a suspended
license, police said.
Wednesday, October 19, Ernest M.
Jones, Jr., 23, of Rahway was arrested
and charged on an out of state warrant
from Gloucester County Va. for conspiracy to distribute cocaine. Police
said information was received regarding the suspect, stating that he might
be working at the Getty Station on
Route 22, West.
Jones was arrested at the gas station without incident and sent to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth.
Friday, October 21, John J. Martino,
52, was stopped for having no brake
lights on his vehicle. He was arrested
and charged for an outstanding warrant from Pequannock Township in
the amount of $164 following the
motor vehicle stop.
Monday, October 24, the Postmaster reported that sometime over the
weekend the windshields of two vehicles parked in the post office lot
were broken. The incident is under
investigation.
Fanwood
Wednesday, October 19, Katherine
M. Beals, 28, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road and South Avenue at
1:04 p.m. when a subsequent investigation revealed outstanding warrants.
Friday, October 21, Joseph F. Doll,
49, of Highland Lakes was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at 11:54 a.m. Police said a
subsequent check revealed outstanding warrants and the subject was arrested.
Sunday, October 23, Dione Green,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at the
intersection of King Street and
Pandick Court at 4 a.m. and charged
with driving while intoxicated.
Monday, October 24, Alfred O.
Wilkens, 50, of Hillside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop after it
was revealed he had outstanding warrants. The arrest took place at the
intersection of South Avenue and Old
South Avenue at 3:30 p.m.

www.Andy2005.com

PROMISE KEPT:
SAFE STREETS.
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS.
3 Established the Traffic
Enforcement and
Management Program
which has reduced traffic
accidents to their lowest
level in five years.
3 Improved safety for our
school children by placing
more crossing guards at
local intersections.
3 Cut commuter parking
rates by 19%.
3 Installed new “10 Free
Minutes” parking meters
throughout town.

ANDY, WIFE DEBBIE,
DAUGHTER HOPE,
AND SONS TROY,
SHANE AND DREW.

Mayor
Andy

SKIBITSKY
Listening. Working. Getting Results.
PAID FOR BY SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, 1121 PROSPECT ST., WESTFIELD, NJ, WILLIAM KELLY, TREASURER.

Making our
streets safer—
for his family
and yours.
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SP-F Teachers Demand
New Contract From BOE
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Approximately 325 teachers appeared at
Thursday night’s Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education regular
public meeting to demand a new contract.
The meeting was held in the gym,
in anticipation of a large turnout from
the teachers. Many of the teachers
were wearing blue and white t-shirts
and carrying signs that said “No Contract: Still Working. Always Caring:
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association(SPFEA) has been
working without a contract.”
Teachers formed a picket outside
of the administrative offices and
poured into the gymnasium to confront the board. During the period of
public comment, three teachers addressed the board.
Sanford Harlan, an art teacher at
Park Middle School, was the first.
“It is time for me to retire this year.
I have 36 years experience teaching
in the district, and I have never had a
contract come in on time. That is sad
to say. That is a fact,” he said.
Mr. Harlan, a resident of North
Plainfield, added, “These people are
the backbone of the Scotch PlainsFanwood test scores. There have
been no negotiations, no give-andtake. I would hate to see something
happen if you try to take away our
medical benefits. I would hate to
see a strike happen, like in
Middletown, where they put teachers in jail.” The crowd responded
with approval.
Laurie Feinberg, a Fanwood resident and teacher in the district for 33
years, told the board. “In 1973, I
joined the picket lines. We are still
walking the picket lines. You can give
me pins and certificates, but I really
want a fair and equitable contract.”
Mary Lynn Cartwright, who has
been teaching special education in
the district for 19 years asked the
board: “Please end the contentiousness of the negotiations.”

Dominic Giordiano, first vice president of the SPFEA, confirmed that
there were 325-plus teachers at the
meeting.
“I am glad to be here to support our
education community,” he said.
Fanwood resident Matthew
Mahoney spoke to the board after the
teachers made their group exit. He
said that he moved his family to
Fanwood for the excellent school
reputation but has friends who have
had to leave the district because of the
cost of property taxes. He said he
supports the teachers, but he also
feels that most people have to pay
high health insurance premiums.
“Too bad the mob didn’t stay. I
guess it’s a school day,” said Albert
Muller of Scotch Plains.
He agreed with Mr. Mahoney’s
comments about property taxes and
medical coverage and said Scotch
Plains has become too expensive,
largely due to the district’s school
budget.
Kathleen Meyer, public information coordinator for the district, explained the teacher contract situation. “Teachers are currently working

on the previous contract, which expired on June 30. They are getting
paid and are still receiving benefits,”
she said. “According to the law, until
a “successor agreement” is negotiated, then teachers operate under the
previous contract.”
One of the issues at the bargaining
table is the length of the next contract. The previous contract was four
years. The board and SPFEA have
met once with mediators, and negotiations are now at an impasse, Ms.
Meyer said. The board and the union
are waiting to schedule the second
mediation session.
“There are not many mediators
qualified to perform this type of mediation in New Jersey,” Ms. Meyer
said. “That is why it is taking so long.
However, nothing stops them from
meeting without a mediator.”
She indicated that, however, a nonmediated meeting is not likely.
“This is the culture of the workplace here in the Scotch PlainsFanwood school district,” she commented. “For years, there has been a
mindset that somehow they (the teachCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By PAUL J. PEYTON

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board is scheduled to approve a bid tonight from a contractor
to install traffic signals at the intersection of East Broad Street, Central
Avenue and Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. Signal improvements will
also be made at Elm and East Broad
Streets.
The board is set to hire Tiffany
Electric, Inc., of Fairfield at a cost of
$676,000. The company will also add
a right-turn lane from Lake Avenue
onto Raritan Road in Clark.
County Engineer Jeff Sias told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the
board’s October 20 agenda meeting
that a pre-construction meeting with
officials will occur in late November.
He estimated that the work, including
road resurfacing after the signals are
installed, would be completed by
Memorial Day of next year.
In addition to new traffic signals,
the Westfield and Clark projects will
include replacing and upgrading roadway signs, constructing new sidewalks and curbs and curb ramps.
The project will not include the
time sequencing of traffic signals

SP-F BOE Hears Test Scores,
Approves JV Hockey Team
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HAUNTED HOUSE...A North Avenue residence prepares for Halloween with a
front-lawn display of several ghoulish figures.

County Board to OK Bid to Install
Signals at Westfield Intersection
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Meghan Gill for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GIVE US A CONTRACT…More than 300 members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association demonstrated
at last Thursday’s board-of-education meeting for a new contract. The union’s previous contract expired June 30.

along Central Avenue to the Clark
border as requested by Westfield officials, said Mr. Sias. He said the
Westfield request was only made
recently after the project had already
been approved as part of the county’s
capital budget. He said the timing of
traffic signals would be discussed
for inclusion in the 2006 capital budget.
The board is also expected to vote
tonight to accept a bid of $797,630 to
restore Cedar Brook Lake in
Plainfield. J.A. Alexander Inc. of
Bloomfield will drain the lake and
salvage fish in the lake by November
1. Cedar Brook will than be dredged
of around 4,630 cubic yards of sediment.
Mr. Sias said the lakebed would be
graded before it is refilled. The project
is the first of 10 lakes that will be
dredged as part of recommendations
in a study completed in the late 1990s
by F.X. Browne, an environmental
consulting firm based in Lansdale,
Pa. Echo Lake in Mountainside will
be the next waterway to be dredged,
said Mr. Sias. Echo Lake has some
42,000 cubic yards of sediment that
needs to be dredged to the increase
depth of the lake.

NOT HALLOWEEN…Hurricane Wilma battered the Florida Keys this week,
but Troop 33 Boy Scouts garbed as pirates enjoyed the majestic seas at the keys
this summer aboard the Sirena Del Mar.

According to the county’s Department of Public Information, Cedar
Brook Park was developed in 1925 by
the then Union County Parks Commission.
Mr. Sias said Cedar Brook is the
smallest of the lakes on the list to be
dredged. He said the project would be
completed by June 2006.
The county is also set to renew a
contract with Horizon Health Care
of Newark for the county’s employee-flexible-spending plan.
Through this program, employees
can have funds deducted from their
paychecks before taxes during the
year to offset medical costs, according to Finance Director Lawrence
Caroselli.
Freeholder Al Mirabella questioned why the program has not been
more popular with employees. Only
100 of the county’s employees took
part in the program, which, until this
past year, had not been offered to
county employees in eight or nine
years.
Mr. Caroselli said the county is
working to better educate employees
of the benefit. He took advantage of
the program to use $400 he had deducted to pay for a pair of eyeglasses.
He said employees could also use the
funds to pay co-pays for out-of-pocket
medical costs.
The new contract will be effective
January 1 and run through the end of
2006.
The board also discussed renewing
a lease to house the county’ youth
service bureau at 1130 St. Georges
Avenue in Linden. Director of Human Services Frank Guzzo recommended that the county enter into the
new month-to-month lease with
Morning Star Community Development, the building’s new owner.
Freeholder Adrian Mapp questioned whether the increase in rent
was justified.
Mr. Guzzo said the lease hike is the
first increase the county has paid in
seven years. The new lease will be
$173,640 over 24 months, an increase
of $86,820 over the previous agreement. He said the new owner has
promised to make significant improvements to the property.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thursday
night’s regularly scheduled Board of
Education public meeting featured
the district test results for the 20042005 academic year. The board also
approved a junior varsity hockey
team with a vote of 7-1, in time to
begin tryouts for the new season.
The state-required Quality Assurance Annual Report (QAAR) was
also presented.
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
Dr. Margaret Hayes presented the
annual district assessment report to
the board. She explained that the assessments include the grade 1 assessment, New Jersey PASS for grade 2,
the Stanford Achievement Test for
grades 5 and 6 and the TerraNova
Multiple Assessment for grades 7, 9
and 10.
The first-grade assessment results
reflect that “first graders continue to
do well,” Dr. Hayes said, “with 97.1
percent passing math and 96.4 passing reading.” The NJ PASS grade 2
results were 95 percent passing math
and 91.2 percent passing language
arts. The district was above the national average for the Stanford test
for both grades 5 and 6, similar to the
TerraNova for grades 7, 9 and 10.
Dr. Hayes also explained the results for the state tests. The NJ ASK3

results were 93.3 percent in math,
which reflects a 3 percent decline,
and 96.6 percent passing mark in
language arts, a 2.3 percent increase
in scores over 2004. NJ ASK 4 score
for math was 96.7 percent, reflecting
a “tremendous increase” over last
years’ score of 89.5 percent. In language arts, the district score was 96.8
percent, and in science it was 95.2
percent.
“Our five elementary schools have
met all 40 indicators for adequate
yearly progress in 2005,” Dr. Hayes
said.
The Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) results were slightly
decreased from last year; however,
the Adequate Yearly Progress benchmarks for 2005 were met. Terrill
Middle School met 40 of 40 indicators, and Park Middle School met 39
of 40 indicators in 2005. The one
missed indicator was in language arts
literacy for the racial subgroup ‘black
students,’ as reported by the New
Jersey Department of Education, officials said.
The High School Proficiency Assessment is an exam administered to
11th graders. State benchmarks were
also met for these exams, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School met 40
of the 40 indicators for adequate
yearly progress. The district participates in national assessments, as well,
on a voluntary basis.

“We are slightly stronger in math
and science, rather than English and
history,” Dr. Hayes said.
Just in time for the Tuesday, November 15 tryouts, the board approved
a new junior varsity hockey team for
the high school. Dr Choye recommended that the one-year team be
funded on a pay-to-play basis, as proposed by the hockey association. In
effect, the team is self-funded by parents.
“In the five years that I have been
on the board, I have never seen anything like this. It’s been almost a year
since you have been here, and I commend you,” board member Craig
Nowlin said.
Board President Linda Nelson was
the only member to vote against the
hockey team.
“My concern is not the costs but
that ultimately, future boards will have
the responsibility to pay for this. That
future board will have to look at class
size and so many academic programs
we would dream to have,” Ms. Nelson
said. “In my heart, I want to vote yes.
I’ve never voted no and gone against
the superintendent.”
The team will be a member of the
Floyd Hall JV League to ensure that
all goes as planned with budgeting
and costs. Almost 30 players attended
the first meeting held at the high
school to express their interest in the
team.

Neighbors Object to Proposed
Martine Avenue Development
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township planning board will continue a
hearing next month on a major subdivision application for a Martine Avenue property that has raised concerns among a number of nearby residents.
Messercola Brothers Building Co.
is seeking to subdivide a four-acre
parcel of land at 1461 Martine Avenue into three lots, retain an existing home fronting on Martine Avenue and build two large homes,
accessible via a newly-built cul-desac, at the rear of the L-shaped property.
According to plans presented to
the board on Monday evening, the

new cul-de-sac would be placed along
the southern edge of the property,
meaning the roadway would be situated behind the rear yards of several
homes on adjacent Inverness Drive.
The new road, according to
Messercola’s attorney, Robert Kraus,
is designed to be a “rural street,” 18

feet in width, which will generate
little vehicular traffic from the two
new houses.
He, along with company engineer
Robert Freud, told the board that putting the new roadway along the northern edge of the property, instead of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, October 30, 2 a.m.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MEETING THE GOVERNOR...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi anticipates
Governor Richard Codey’s arrival with Scotch Plains Democratic Chairman Ken
Lipstein in the background at a fundraiser in Westfield last Friday night.
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Garwood BOE Member
Arrested In Cranford
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

RAISING FUNDS…John Perrotta, center, chairman of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club’s 50/50 community raffle, and Joseph Qutub, left, past
president of the Rotary Club, hand over the first tickets for sale to Dr. Jim
Checchio. The raffle drawing will be held on Wednesday, December 7 at Pantagis
Renaisance Restaurant in Scotch Plains. The funds will benefit the restoration of
the historical Frazee House on Terrill Road. Raffle tickets can be purchased by
calling Mr. Perrotta at (908) 889-6581.

Council Remembers Zyla;
OKs Fees for PD Extra Duty
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Council members remembered the
late Police Chief Mark Zyla at their
regular meeting on Tuesday evening,
a week and a half after Mr. Zyla’s
sudden death and seven days after his
funeral service, which was attended
by hundreds of police officers from
around New Jersey.
During her prayer to open the
council’s meeting, Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato offered a tribute
to Chief Zyla, saying that he “helped
make our community the wonderful place it is today.” On behalf of
the council, she offered “our deepest sympathies” to Chief Zyla’s family. “We miss him very badly,” Councilwoman Coronato said.
Mayor Martin Marks thanked Mrs.
Coronato for her remarks and said
that “our hearts are heavy.” Township Manager Thomas Atkins, who
appointed Chief Zyla to the
department’s top position in May
2004, said it is “a very, very difficult
(time) for the township organization, and, even more, so for the police department, who will miss the
chief.”
He noted that Chief Zyla, who
joined the department in 1983, “was
a friend (to many officers) before he
was the chief.” Last week, Mr. Atkins
named Capt. Brian Mahoney as Acting Police Chief.
In other business, during its meeting, the council approved an ordinance amendment that increases the
fees for extra-duty police assignments. Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
explained that township police officers are periodically needed by private

organizations and companies for such
duties as traffic control at construction sites and private activities.
The ordinance sets the hourly pay
rates for officers performing such
duties. The hourly rate for the July 1,
2005-June 30, 2006 period will be
$37; the rate for the following year
will increase to $38.60 and then to
$40.25 for the third year ending June
30, 2008.
Mr. Atkins informed the council
that one bid was received for the
house-to-house curbside recycling
program. Public Property Director
Walter DiNizo is reviewing the bid,
and Mr. Atkins said he hopes to have
a recommendation in the next few
weeks.
At the start of its meeting, the
council honored the Scotch PlainsFanwood eight-years-old-and-under
Tournament Baseball Team for its
summer season, during which it triumphed in four separate tournaments, while compiling 22 victories
without a loss.
Resolutions were presented to Manager Scott Rodgers, coaches Jerry
Lipshitz, Leo Danik and Scott Marino
and players Danny Babis, J.T. Beirne,
Connor Danik, Johnny DelSordi,
Danny Harcourt, Christian Isolda,
Ryan Jensen, Tyler Kovacs, Zach
Lipshitz, V.J. Makris, Matt Marino,
Kevin Maxwell, Ryan McSherry, Jeffrey Rodgers and Garrett Zito. The
council also honored Scott Salmon
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout
in the Boy Scouts of America.
The council’s next regular meeting will be on Wednesday, November 9, a day later then usua, due to
the Tuesday, November 8, elections.

GARWOOD –Garwood Board-ofEducation member Monty Brown was
arrested on October 9 by Cranford
police for possession of marijuana
and paraphernalia, which found to be
a wooden marijuana pipe, according
to Cranford Chief of Police Steven
Wild.
Police said the arrest occurred at
9:53 p.m. at the intersection of North
Union and Springfield Avenues in
Cranford.
Mr. Brown has been a member of
the Garwood Board of Education for
more than three years. He is currently
serving his second term.
“The reason he was stopped was
because he was accelerating to a point
where he was causing his tires to

screech,” said Chief Wild. He was
released pending an initial court date
of October 17, which has been postponed.
“The Board of Education has no
jurisdiction to take any action with
respect to this matter,” said Superintendent of Schools, Dr. William
Murphy. “The matter is properly before the municipal court, where it will
be examined and resolved.”
In the interim, Mr. Brown has
chosen to remain on the board as
opposed to take a temporary leave,
as he waits for an alternative court
date.
“The board of education will continue to strongly support our antidrug policies we have in place and
our education programs on drug
awareness,” said Dr. Murphy.

Neighbors Object
To Martine Development
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the southern edge, would necessitate
the demolition of two existing outbuildings serving the house on
Martine Avenue.
A number of nearby homeowners
spoke about the application during
the two-and-a-half-hour hearing,
which will be continued on Monday,
November 28. Kevin and Amy Harper
of Inverness Drive, whose property is
at the corner of Martine Avenue,
voiced concerns about the effect of
the new development and specifically,
the new roadway on the value of their
home.
Mr. Harper said the new road would
“turn us into a peninsula,” surrounded
by roads on three sides. He also mentioned a lack of backyard privacy and
concerns about stormwater runoff
from the new roadway.
Several residents from Duncan
Drive, located east of the proposed
development, said that a brook dividing their properties from the property
in question frequently floods during
storms and questioned how two new
homes could be built nearby a possible flood plain.
Alexander Smith of Martine Avenue also brought up traffic safety
concerns on the main street, given
that there could possibly be three
intersections with Martine Avenue —Inverness Drive, Cooper
Road and the new roadway —
within a few hundred feet of each
other.
While Mr. Kraus, at the outset of
his presentation, stressed his client’s
willingness to be flexible in adopting a final site plan, some board

members, at the end of the meeting,
questioned whether the plans being
discussed were fully thought out.
Michael Michalisin said, “The
applicant has not thought outside the box” in addressing
neighbors’ concerns, especially
regarding the location of the new
roadway.
Board Engineer Thomas Quinn said
an obvious solution would be to raze
the existing house, shed and garage
and put the new roadway on the northern side of the property, which would
also result in a shorter cul-de-sac,
leading to the two homes at the rear of
the property.

Houlihan/Sid Fay
Dedication Set for Nov. 1
WESTFIELD — A ribbon cutting
ceremony will be held on Tuesday,
November 1 at 7 p.m. at Houlihan and
Sid Fay fields to celebrate completion of the Town of Westfield’s new
lighted synthetic turf fields. During
the ceremony, individuals and groups
who supported the town-wide project
will be recognized for their dedication.
The public is invited to attend. Parking will be available in the designated
parking lot next to the fields. The
ceremony will be held rain-or -hine
under the lights.
The Westfield Recreation Commission and the Westfield Recreation Department implemented the
project, supported by the youth athletic organizations. The town council, in the 2004 capital budget,
funded it.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Wednesday, October 19, Pamela
Marel, 25, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the 100 block of West
Dudley Street and charged with driving while intoxicated during an investigation of a motor vehicle accident. No injuries were reported.
Marel was released to a responsible
individual.
Wednesday, October 19, Jon
Lynch, 38, of Cranford was arrested
at the Hudson County Correctional
Facility on outstanding warrants
from Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for $200. He was transported to
the Union County jail.
Wednesday, October 19, Wayne
Allen, 44, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with criminal attempt,
theft, and possession of a burglary
tool after he was caught by police
allegedly cutting the chain on a bicycle with a pair of bolt cutters at the
south side Westfield train station lot.
Bail had not been set.
Thursday, October 20, Valentina
Nowak, 26, of Springfield was arrested at East Broad and Elmer
Streets and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take
a breathalyzer test. She was released
to a responsible individual.
Thursday, October 20, Dunellen
police arrested Sharon Patrick, 42,
of Piscataway on an active Westfield
contempt-of-court warrant for $300.
She was placed in the custody of
Westfield police.
Saturday, October 22, two men
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop at Livingston Street and East
South Avenue. Miguel A. Gonzalez,
3rd, 20, of Clifton was arrested on
two outstanding motor-vehicle warrants – one from West Paterson for
$254 and the other from Clifton for
$89. He was released on bail for
both. Carlos Sanchez, 18, of Elizabeth was charged with hindering apprehension for allegedly providing
false information to police. He was
released on his own recognizance.
Mountainside
Tuesday, October 18, Abraham
Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for driving with a suspended
license, police said.
Wednesday, October 19, Ernest
M. Jones, Jr., 23, of Rahway was
arrested and charged on an out-ofstate warrant from Gloucester
County, VA for conspiracy to distribute cocaine. Police said information was received regarding the suspect stating that he might be working at the Getty Station on Route 22
West.
Jones was arrested at the gas station without incident and sent to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth.

Friday, October 21, John J.
Martino, 52, was stopped for having
no brake lights on his vehicle. He
was arrested and charged for an outstanding warrant from Pequannock
Township in the amount of $164
following the motor vehicle stop.
Monday, October 24, the Postmaster reported that sometime over the
weekend the windshields of two vehicles parked in the post office lot
were broken. The incident is under
investigation.
Fanwood
Wednesday, October 19, Katherine
M. Beals, 28, of Newark was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road and South Avenue at
1:04 p.m. when a subsequent investigation revealed outstanding warrants.
Friday, October 21, Joseph F. Doll,
49, of Highland Lakes was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at 11:54 a.m. Police said a
subsequent check revealed outstanding warrants; the subject was arrested.
Sunday, October 23, Dione Green,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at the
intersection of King Street and
Pandick Court at 4 a.m. and charged
with driving while intoxicated.
Monday, October 24, Alfred O.
Wilkens, 50, of Hillside was arrested following a motor vehicle
stop after it was revealed he had
outstanding warrants. The arrest
took place at the intersection of
South Avenue and Old South Avenue at 3:30 p.m.

Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
was happy with the proposed improvements, noting, “It’s an ugly, ugly
building.”
A resolution will also be on
tonight’s agenda to accept a $301,173
grant to help fund fraud investigations by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The grant is from
the New Jersey Division of Criminal
Justice, Office of the Insurance Fraud
Prosecutor.

Garwood Announces
Contest Winners
GARWOOD- The Garwood Public Celebration Committee has announced the winners of the Halloween house-decorating contest.
First place was awarded to 607
Center Street, second place went to
164 Myrtle Avenue and third place
went to 235 Willow Avenue. Honorable Mention was given to 436 Second Avenue.

www.Andy2005.com

PROMISE KEPT:
SAFE STREETS.
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS.
3 Established the Traffic
Enforcement and
Management Program
which has reduced traffic
accidents to their lowest
level in five years.
3 Improved safety for our
school children by placing
more crossing guards at
local intersections.
3 Cut commuter parking
rates by 19%.
3 Installed new “10 Free
Minutes” parking meters
throughout town.

ANDY, WIFE DEBBIE,
DAUGHTER HOPE,
AND SONS TROY,
SHANE AND DREW.

Mayor
Andy

SKIBITSKY
Listening. Working. Getting Results.
PAID FOR BY SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, 1121 PROSPECT ST., WESTFIELD, NJ, WILLIAM KELLY, TREASURER.

Making our
streets safer—
for his family
and yours.
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Municipal Gov. Needs
Efficient Management Skills
By Eric Leuthold, GOP
Fourth Ward Council Candidate

Municipal government needs effective, efficient management, not
only during the budgetary process,
but also at the planning and implementation stages. As your town councilman, I will bring my unique set of
administrative and budgetary skills
to our town government.
My career in the healthcare field
as administrative director of radiology at a New Jersey not-for-profit
hospital requires that I find new ways
to stretch every dollar. I am consistently required to do more with less,
while maintaining the high level of
service that our patients expect and
deserve. My professional life requires that I administer a multi-million dollar annual budget and maintain responsibility for more than 60
employees in six different and unique
departments.
Not unlike town government, my
experience in this necessary “service” business will be easily transferred and applied to the management of your scarce and precious tax
dollars.
I have spent my summer and fall
reaching out to the citizens having
knocked on nearly every door in the
Fourth Ward. This active participation with my neighbors confirmed
what I already knew — the most
important issue on the minds of voters is rising taxes and the inability
of our families to maintain their
homes and lifestyles in our wonderful town.
It is for this reason that the council
must continue to have at the heart of

Rulf Participates In
Medical Ceremony
WESTFIELD – Joanna Rulf,
daughter of Sharon and Benjamin
Rulf of Westfield, a first-year student
at the University of New England
College of Osteopathic Medicine
(UNECOM), participated recently in
the college’s annual White Coat Ceremony to formally recognize the transition students make from lay persons to those assuming the responsibility of physicians. The evening ceremony was held at the Holiday Inn by
the Bay in Portland, Me. on Thursday, October 6.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Getting Involved Makes a
Difference for Good Gov’t.

every discussion, the tax ramifications of its actions. While the town
council has no control over approximately 85 percent of the taxes levied
on our homeowners, we must continue to keep the municipal portion of
our taxes in check. We must remain
vigilant in asking the question “can
we do more with less?” without sacrificing the services we as Westfielders
expect.
Another part of my job is managing collective bargaining negotiations
over salaries and wages and understanding the minutiae of health care
benefits. These particular items make
up more than 64 percent of our municipal budget or about $21,000,000.
As we are presently in negotiations
with our fire department and will
shortly have the police contract renewal upon us, my experience in these
areas will be a valued asset to the
town council.
Lastly, as we are in such close
proximity to the metropolitan center
of New York City, disaster preparedness and management is on the minds
of many of our residents. Many of our
citizens commute everyday using
mass transportation. Whether the
threat of harm is an innocuous book
bag at the train station or a major
disruption of our rail transportation, I
have the experience to ensure that our
town is prepared.
My formal training and experience in the incident command process gives me another unique perspective, which I will bring to the
town council. As an executive at a
regional health care facility, I serve
as planning section chief and logistics commander of disaster preparedness and have actively participated in simulated drills including the statewide Radiation Accident Preparedness (RAP) drill. I
was also actively involved in the
well-publicized international disaster drill, TOPOFF3, in which our
own police and fire departments
were active participants.
With my professional skills and
desire to serve my community, I am
confident that, as your town councilman, I will be a valuable asset to our
town government. For more information on my campaign and me,
please visit my website at
leuthold2005.com.

By Sal Caruana, GOP
First Ward Councilman Candidate

BRUNCH BUNCH…Women gathered at Echo Lake Country Club last Thursday for a ‘Get the Vote Out’ brunch in support of Westfield candidate for town
council Vicki Kimmins. Pictured, from left to right, are: Second Ward candidate
Ms. Kimmins, former councilwoman Betty List, Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan, Mrs. Andy Skibitsky and Mrs. Bud Boothe.

Higher Taxes in Westfield
Are Not Inevitable
By Dave Haas, DEM
Third Ward Council Candidate

We often hear that death and taxes
are the two things in life that are
inevitable. But I believe that higher
taxes each year are not inevitable in
Westfield.
In the past four years, Westfield’s
municipal taxes have gone up by approximately 33 percent. That increase
does not even include the town’s hikes
in user fees and parking fees. Just as
importantly, thousands of Westfield
residents I have met with over the
past six months know that they are
not receiving 33 percent more in services from the town. Simply put, we
can do better.
To start with, we should work
smarter and more efficiently. We should
not spend money studying a parking
redevelopment project that no one
wants. Two years ago, as a councilman, I called for a referendum on the
fatally-flawed parking redevelopment
project – before all the studies. Neither
Mayor Greg McDermott nor any other
council member, including current
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, would stand
with me.
In the end, we spent and spent on
studies, legal fees and professional
fees before discovering what we
should have already known — that
the town was overwhelmingly against
the parking redevelopment project. I
hope to return to the town council this

year to help ensure that we do not
repeat these same mistakes again.
I believe we need to move towards
a better budget process, one that does
not assume increased taxes. Next year,
the newly elected mayor and town
council should direct the town administrator to present a budget that
keeps taxes at or below the rate of
inflation. In order to eliminate budgetary waste, the tone must be set
from the top.
When Tom Jardim served as mayor,
he established the Westfield Expenditure Review Board, a group of citizen volunteers on which I served.
That board served as an additional
budgetary control and helped us keep
taxes in check. If elected in November, I will work with Mayor Tom
Jardim to bring back the Westfield
Expenditure Review Board to get
property taxes back under control.
Ever-higher property taxes are a
force that tends to drive apart our
community. Empty nesters and seniors on a fixed income are too often
forced to move from the town they
raised their families in and have grown
to love. Families feel the pinch each
and every year when the tax bill comes
and it is hundreds of dollars more
than the year before.
I look forward to going to work for
you to cut out the waste, bring municipal
taxes back under control and ensure that
we are all getting our money’s worth.

Like so many other Westfield residents, I believe it is important for each
of us to get involved in volunteer activities that help build and serve our
community and our neighbors in need.
During my 12 years in town, I have
been fortunate to find many rewarding
opportunities to do so. I was
fundraising chairman of the Westfield
September 11 Memorial and founded
Westfield Cares, a group of 50 residents who, with the help of over 100 of
our businesses, came to the aid of our
September 11 families.
I am on the board of directors of the
United Way and have served on the
board of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation. As a trustee of the College Men’s Club, I had been dinner
chairman for five years and helped to
raise tens of thousands of dollars for
college scholarships for needy
Westfield students. I also originated
and implemented a College Men’s Club
program, which now awards full scholarships (26 last year) for SAT tutorials
to Westfield High School juniors with
economic hardship.
And finally, I have spent 10 enjoyable years coaching girl’s soccer, softball and basketball, which have provided me with many great fatherdaughter memories.
When I decided to run for town
council three years ago, it was because
I saw an emerging need as urgent and
important as any other I had seen in
our community before— a need to
maintain good government. The parking deck agenda was moving fast, and
along with it a political climate in
which those citizens who (like me)
had questions or concerns were not
being heard, or worse, were being
ignored by our elected officials. I
sought public office for the purpose of
fighting on the town council for openness, fairness and integrity on the issue and the governing process.
As you may remember, it was sometimes a lonely and difficult fight at
Town Hall, but it was a fight that was
won at the polls last November in a
referendum that overwhelmingly defeated the project. It was an important
victory for good government in
Westfield, and I’m proud to have contributed to the outcome.
As I looked around three years ago,

I also saw other urgent needs in our
community, needs that government
had ignored and overlooked for too
long. As councilman, I have worked
hard to bring solutions to many of
these problems. At Franklin School, I
was able to help bring a new crossing
guard and crosswalk to the dangerous
intersection at Stanmore to increase
the safety of our children, as well as
two more crossing guards on Dudley
and Lawrence and Dudley and Prospect. These two intersections,
Franklin School, Tuttle Parkway and
Mountain, Lawrence, Walnut are the
most hazardous in the First Ward.
I sought safety improvements and
they are now on the way as part of the
recently-concluded traffic initiative
under Mayor Andy Skitibsky. Together, the mayor and I have worked
to fight back over-development and
McMansions with a new height ordinance on new construction, we’ve
worked to substantially impact recreation by improving our athletic fields
with the addition of a state-of-the art
turf field and we have also improved
communications with a new interactive town website. Above all, we
have introduced new management and
fiscal tools to keep tax increases down.
A lot has been accomplished during the last three years in all policy
areas, but there is more work to be
done. I deeply thank the voters of the
First Ward for the great privilege of
having served as your councilman
and humbly ask for your vote again
on November 8, as someone you can
trust to continue to work hard to conserve your tax dollars and to identify
and implement solutions to help build
a better Westfield for us and our families. For more information, please
contact me at home at (908) 2334039 or visit www.caruana2005.com.
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CLOSING
FINAL WEEKS!

Cusumano Angimbe $14.99
A blend of 70% Insolia (a native Sicilian grape) and 30%
Chardonnay, this stainless steel ferment wine is fascinating.
There are hints of meadow flowers and gentle spices.
Some soft tropical fruit tones, and a hint of lemons and
pears present itself on the palate. Part of our collection
of lesser-known value oriented Italian whites.

Gruet Brut Rose $14.99

Don’t think pink means sweet. This is dry, clean and
bright. It works before dinner and with white meat and
fish dishes. Made entirely from Pinot Noir, this is filled
with blackberry, cherry and litchi flavors, with hints of
strawberry. It is rare to find quality Rose at this price.
Limited availability so hurry!

Schloss Gobelsburg Zweigelt $23.99

Ripe and lush without being heavy. This wine has
really come into its own in the last six months. Lots of
plumy and raspberry fruit flavors, hints of earthy spices
and a light sprinkle of crushed pepper. Good balanced
acidity makes it very food friendly. Try one and start
thinking about Thanksgiving.

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
Blackstone Merlot
$10.99
J Lohr Chardonnay
$12.99
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir $7.99
Hess Select Chardonnay
$8.99
$10.99
Toasted Head Chardonnay

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99
$34.99
$25.99
$26.99
$18.99
$30.99
$23.99
$13.99
$13.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99
$30.99
$27.99
$28.99
$14.99
$15.99

1.75L
1.75L
750ml
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99
$51.99
$55.99
$30.99
$16.99

FALL SPECIAL!

%
10OFF

%

From a tiny production (3000 bottles) of a rare white wine from the
exclusive Priorat region of northern Spain, this wine is surprisingly full
for a Grenache Blanc. It has more in common with the fuller, richer
Marsannes of the South of France than with the everyday table wines
the grape usually is associated with. Short period of oak aging
enhances the complex tropical and citrus tones.

Any 2 bottles
of wine with
this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.
Expires 11/02/05

Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99
$23.99
$14.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99
$19.99
$19.99
$23.99

1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$13.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Your Favorite Cordials
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L
1.75L

Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

20
10

%
OFF
%
OFF

$17.99
$17.99
$15.99
$13.99
$18.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine
Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

%

OFF

ORIG.
PRICE

Your Favorite Whiskey
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

70-90
Entire Store Now

Mas Igneus White Priorat
$24.99

Junior Dresses
$19.99-$39.99

Mother of the Bride

$19.99-$99.99

Values from $109-$499

Values from $179-$609

Homecoming, Prom
Dresses & Sweet
Sixteen Dresses!
Petite-4X

Daymor, Montage,
Scala, Mon Cheri
& More! Petite-7x

LINGERIE STORE ALL PANTIES ALL FOOTWEAR
BALI, PLAYTEX, GODDESS & MORE!
BRAS, BODYSHAPERS, GIRDLES
& MORE!
.99

CARNIVAL, LOLLI POP,
VANITY FAIR & MORE
.99

Reduced Again!

$9.99 OR LESS

Values from $49-$99
ONLY $1
$9 OR LESS!
All
All
ALL WINTER
Jewelry SWEATERS & COATS! Sportswear

NOW

80

%
OFF

NOW

80

%
OFF

Fall Clearance Center 90

BZ

FASHIONS

%
OFF

NOW

80

%
OFF

All Store Fixtures Priced
for quick sales!!!

418-426 NORTH WOOD AVE.
LINDEN, NJ
PARKING IN BACK!
MON.-WED. 9:30AM-7PM
THURS.-FRI. 9:30AM-9PM
SAT. 9:30AM-7PM SUN.11AM-6PM

All Sales Final. We accept all major credit cards. No price adjustments on
previous purchases, no exchanges and no refunds. Coupon offers do not apply.
Prices good while supplies last. No rain checks, layaway or holds.
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Munoz Proposes Increased
Fines For Price Gouging
By Asm. Eric Munoz, GOP
Assemblyman Candidate District 21

Assemblyman Eric Munoz (D-21,
Summit), in an effort to combat the
rising price of gasoline, announced his
intention to introduce legislation that
increases the penalties for retailers
found guilty of price gouging.
“Regrettably, there are unscrupulous gas-station owners that have
taken advantage of the gas price crisis,” said Assemblyman Munoz. “We
need to protect the honest businessmen and go after those who are purposefully trying to take advantage of
the unfortunate circumstances.”
Asm. Munoz, stating that existing
laws regulating the sale of gasoline are
antiquated, drafted legislation that revises the penalty provisions for the
violation of certain laws regulating the
retail sale of motor fuels.
“I am working on legislation that,
if enacted, would provide an appro-

priate punishment for those found
guilty of price gouging,” Assemblyman Munoz added. “Currently, our
existing laws are not effective in deterring dealers from gouging motorists. A mere $50 fine, the cost of one
sale, is not a sufficient penalty.”
Under the legislation, a person
found guilty of price gouging can be
fined up to $2,500 for the first offense
and $10,000 for the second offense.
The bill also provides for the suspension of a retail dealer’s license for the
first and second offense. Additionally, the measure calls for the retail
dealer’s license to be permanently
revoked upon a third offense.
“Enough is enough,” said Assemblyman Munoz. “We simply cannot
allow hardworking families to suffer
at the hands of dishonest retailers.”
Assemblyman Munoz plans to introduce this legislation once the legislature is back in session.

Most Problems In Town Cost
Little Money to Solve
By Audrey Fisch, DEM
Westfield First Ward Council Candidate

I’m running for town council because I have the energy, interest and
disposition to serve our community.
My education and my work experience have prepared me for this work.
All of us want the same things from
Westfield: excellent and efficient public schools, safe and well-maintained
streets, vibrant neighborhoods without excessive and disruptive development, property taxes that reflect useful services and the ability to enjoy
and use our downtown and train sta-

Troop 33 Unlocks
The Florida Keys
FANWOOD— This summer, 11
members of Boy Scout Troop 33 took
to the high seas for a week of sailing,
snorkeling and fishing in the Florida
Keys.
Two crews and adult chaperones
boarded motor-sailer sloops. With experienced captains, the scouts hauled
sails, learned about charting and navigation and weighed anchor for fishing and snorkeling explorations of
reef sea life. Witnessing sunsets and
star-filled horizons, they often slept
in the night breezes on deck.
Experiences like these are just part
of the program offered by Troop 33,
chartered at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
Troop 33 welcomes new members.
For more information, please visit
http://bsatroop33.com, or call Dave
Northrup at (908) 889-6043.

tion. How do we achieve these goals?
Not through partisanship or divisiveness.
To achieve these goals, we need
open communication about the challenges that we face and a commitment to listening to and using the vast
resources and expertise of our educated community.
In walking the ward, I have found
my neighbors’ concerns are mostly
simple and many require little money
to address. While we continue to talk
about the larger challenges that we
face, we need to pay careful attention
to the basics: the gate in Brightwood
Park that needs repair, the crosswalk
on Elm Street by Franklin School that
needs to be re-painted, road repair on
Kimball and Chestnut streets. Solving our problems doesn’t need to cost
a lot of money.
In my campaign, I have limited
donations to $100, relied on the help
of neighbors and friends and simply
spent less. My campaign illustrates
the fact that anyone with the commitment and interest in serving the public can do so. It isn’t always necessary
or better to spend more.
In much the same way, by working
together and making use of the abundant resources of our community, I
think we can both spend less and
efficiently solve many of our problems. In so doing, we can make
Westfield a better and easier town to
live in.
Contact
Audrey
at
AudreyforCouncil@yahoo.com or at
(908) 233-5421.
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Let’s Use No-Cost Solutions
To Solve Over-Development
By Tom Bigosinski, DEM
Westfield Fourth Ward Council Candidate

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOUSE GUEST...Janice and Frank Fusaro of Westfield welcome Acting Governor Richard Codey to their home last Friday evening during a campaign
fundraiser. Mr. Fusaro is seeking election to the Westfield Town Council.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Mrs. Fusaro, Gov. Codey and Mr. Fusaro.

Quality-of-Life Issues Are
Paramount For Fanwood
By Bruce Walsh, DEM
Fanwood Council Candidate

I came to Fanwood more than 20
years ago because my hometown was
no longer a good place for us to raise
our children. I decided right away to
never let that happen to Fanwood.
Over the years, I have served on the
Shade Tree and the Historic Preservation Commissions, the Board of
Health and, as a private citizen and
pro bono lawyer, I helped lead the
successful fight against the first cellular phone tower. When my last term
on the Fanwood council ended in
1999, I was the council president.
I decided not to run for re-election
then, but in the past five years, I
stayed involved by volunteering to
serve on the Library Board, the Board
of Health again and, this year, on the
Planning board. In my opinion, this
kind of volunteer activity is almost a
prerequisite for anyone offering him
or herself as a candidate for council.
Today, I have children and grandchildren, a sister and brother-in-law,
nephew and nieces all living in
Fanwood. We all intend to stay here.
That is why, besides the obvious tax
concerns, quality-of-life issues would
be my focus as councilman. On the
question of taxes, the unfortunate truth
is, no matter what anyone tells you,
there is very little that can be done on
the local level. Yes, we can increase
our business “ratables” and so far this
effort is proceeding well: Dunkin’
Donuts, Mattress Factory, K-9 Resorts, 300 South Avenue and approvals completed for the new structures
at 222 and 234 South Avenues.
But truthfully, taxes won’t be lowered until the schools are funded by

the state. That is why I strongly support a constitutional convention for
that purpose.
You know there is a problem when
a house on a big lot can be demolished, and before you can say
“McMansion,” two new houses have
popped up, each bigger than the original. We need new ordinances and I
know what they are and how to get
them passed. Also, we have streets
where speeding cars make it dangerous for a child to walk or ride a bike.
Now that speed bumps are allowed,
we need to consider using them or
any other means necessary to safeguard our children. We can do a better
job of getting our sidewalks fixed,
and for the infirm or those who can’t
drive we should provide assistance
with recyclables.
As important as downtown redevelopment is, it is equally important
that no new building be any higher
than the rest of our residences and
that congestion and parking issues
continue to be a priority in the planning and approval process.
Some people will tell you that political considerations or party labels
are more important than voting for the
best person. I do not agree. Especially
on the local level, politics sometimes
need to take a back seat. If you share
my concerns about Fanwood and if
you feel that I have the experience,
enthusiasm, ideas and the ability to do
the best job for Fanwood, then you
may wish to vote for me. And, if you
do vote for the best person, you can
rest easy. You did the right thing and,
regardless of the result of this election,
our two-party system will survive, just
as it always has.

As a member of the Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission for the past
two years, I have noticed the glaring
absence of trees in overdeveloped
residential areas, schools and the
South Avenue Business District.
As a candidate for town council
and as a concerned taxpayer, I have
listened to the current members of the
town council speak in vague generalities about “shared services,” “partnerships” and “doing more with less.”
Has anyone offered specifics? If the
council was succeeding in developing partnerships, wouldn’t tax rates
stop increasing? I learned recently
that untapped resources exist that
would beautify our town at no cost.
Unfortunately, our town council has
not pursued these no-cost solutions.
A few weeks ago, I was told about a
problem facing volunteer members of
the McKinley School Beautification
Committee. They wanted to obtain shade
trees to plant by the playground at
McKinley School and along the school’s
border with First and West Broad Streets.
Unfortunately, there was no budget
money for trees, and the Westfield Department of Public Works had no trees
that fit the bill. I also learned that requests for trees at McKinley were first
made many years ago.
Shade trees at McKinley seemed,
to me, like the type of problem that
needed to be addressed – not studied.
I was also curious if a no-cost solution existed, since I so often hear
from town council about “shared services” and “partnerships” as a means
of lowering our tax burden.
In about one hour’s time, and
equipped with nothing more than the
internet and a telephone, I discovered
that Westfield qualifies as an “Arthur
Kill Watershed” town. A resolution
between the State of New Jersey and a

Paid for by Friends of Tom Jardim for Mayor, Frank McIntyre, Treasurer, 251 Walnut Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

multi-million dollar corporation created a “Natural Resource Fine,” which
has been set aside to fund large-scale
tree-planting in certain municipalities.
Westfield is one of them. The New
Jersey Tree Foundation has been designated to administer the fund, and they
are waiting for towns like Westfield to
call. Other municipalities have called.
Unfortunately, Westfield has not.
All these years, a no-cost solution
has existed for the parents of schoolchildren at McKinley – and no doubt
elsewhere in Westfield – who have
asked for trees to be planted but have
been told there was neither trees nor
money available. The planting of free
trees could also help reduce the impact
of over-development, since construction of new homes almost always results in trees being removed. Or, they
can be used to replace dying trees that
pose a hazard to the community.
As councilman in the Fourth Ward,
I will immediately bring Westfield
together with the New Jersey Tree
Foundation (in fact, I have started the
process already). Doing this will provide at no cost, or very little cost, a
diverse assortment of high quality
healthy trees, mulch, funding for sidewalk cutouts and the supervision of
tree-planting experts. An opportunity
to beautify the town’s streets, parks
and schools, while saving tax dollars,
is the municipal equivalent of a ‘nobrainer.’ I don’t doubt that other such
opportunities exist out there but have
not been thoroughly explored.
When you vote on November 8,
please consider whether the candidate
you consider has proposed specific
solutions to either the tax, over-development or other concerns you have.
Voters are always welcome to share
with me their thoughts about my campaign by email at Bigo_For_Council
@Comcast.net or by phone at (908)
232-6606.
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Acting Governor Richard Codey
Is No Political Lame Duck in N.J.
come a lame duck on November 8?
The term lame duck originated in England
during the 18th century, referring to stockbrokers who went bankrupt and could not pay their
bills. In the mid 1800s, lame duck became a
political term in the U.S. referring to an elected
official who has lost a re-election (or who chose
not to rerun, or who could not rerun), but continues to hold office in-between the time of the
election and the time of the inauguration of the
successor.
The term then developed the connotation of
one who is unable to move or accomplish anything at all – broadly, meaning ineffectual.
Besides lame duck, there are many animal
terms used in politics. One could be floundering
about, hornswoggled, be a dove (slang for sucker)
or rooked (swindled, from slang for crow).
Lame ducks had no accountability and often
were scandalous in voting themselves and friends
a jackpot of perks. At the federal level, the
“Lame Duck Amendment” of 1934 put a stop to
the practice. As a result today, presumably new
Congress members take office in January, and
their defeated opponents can no longer loot and
pillage on their way out.
Many might say that New Jersey needs a lame
duck amendment to apply to everyday affairs of
state government.
From all accounts, including his dealings as
acting governor over the last year and in meeting
him in Westfield Friday night as members of the
press, Richard Codey doesn’t have bird flu and
he’s not a lame duck.

Don’t Scorn Magic of Past Souls;
Have a Happy Halloween
Although not sanctioned by any government
calendar, Halloween is a favorite holiday —
colorful and festive. Kids dress up as witches,
skeletons and ghosts, knocking on doors for
treats – lest tricks and haunts follow. It’s a rite of
fall, but strange in that all the fun seems based on
the darkside – death, goblins, haunted houses
and horror. Is it a hedonistic legacy or important
sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins,
spread fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate
halls with phony human bones, pipe eerie music
into our homes, dress in monstrous costumes
and hope to fly off into the night on broomsticks
like evil witches?
It inspires us to party, to mask what we are and
to honor the strange – hoping to win a prize, but
based on what?
Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago who
created this practice, before beliefs existed, as
we now like to think of our sophisticated selves.
Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs
today, that we gleefully pay homage to these
rites of our roots?
Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed ignorance of peoples long ago, those without science

Letters
to the Editor
See more letters on pages 5 & 9
Westfield United Way Dismayed
Over County Solicitation Effort
For over 70 years, the Westfield United
Way has served our local community by
raising funds to support the significant
programs offered by our agencies that
meet the needs of our neighbors. With the
hard work of volunteers and the continuing support of Westfield residents, we
have been able to achieve our fund-raising goals and also raise additional funds
to address emergent needs such as 9/11
and hurricane response.
We recently learned, with dismay, that
the United Way of Greater Union County
has sent a solicitation to some Westfield
residents. We want to make sure our
community understands that the United
Way of Greater Union County is a separate organization and does not provide
any money to the Westfield United Way

to assist us in meeting our financial commitments to our member agencies.
We realize this second solicitation from
the county may be confusing or annoying. We want to assure our Westfield
community that contributions to the
Westfield United Way will continue to
provide the support on which our 19 member agencies depend. Just as it has for the
last 70 years, your money will go far but
not far away.
Please feel comfortable calling us at
(908) 233-2113 with any questions. Thank
you for your continued support of the
Westfield United Way.
Linda Maggio
Executive Director
Westfield United Way

SERVICES

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20

Acting Governor Richard Codey visited the
home of Frank and Janice Fusaro in Westfield
last Friday night at a fundraiser to energize
Westfield Democrat candidates seeking election for municipal office – Tom Jardim for
mayor plus Audrey Fisch, Mr. Fusaro, David
Haas and Tom Bigosinki for council. The
Fusaros’ home was understandably packed
with an enthusiastic choir desiring to meet the
popular Acting Governor and State Senate
President.
Mr. Codey inherited the job by constitutional
decree last year as head of New Jersey government when then Governor James McGreevey
resigned in disgrace. It was a time of crisis,
which Mr. Codey forestalled while gaining the
respect of citizens and colleagues. To us and to
many others, Mr. Codey is a down-to-earth,
caring, regular guy — easy to talk to and sincere.
But now, he has only two weeks left in the job
before another governor is elected and takes
over the office in January.
Many lament that Mr. Codey did not run for
governor in this election, being overwhelmed at
the cost to vie in the primary against millionaire
Jon Corzine. But, it is what it is.
Given current campaign rhetoric of the contenders for governor, Doug Forrester and Mr.
Corzine; and given that neither receive a 50
percent favorable view in the polls, there remains
concern for the legitimacy or citizen embrace of
state government when Mr. Codey relinquishes
command. He still retains his position as Senate
President though. Does the acting governor be-
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we say – those mired in fright and superstition
and darkness as night each year extends over
day; as winter winds howl during the fading fall.
Are the sounds they heard, calls from spirits;
lonely souls close at hand only during this time
of year? Things we seldom listen for today – but
are they still there?
Ancient cultures divided their calendars according to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken from the heavens. Astronomy provided the accepted wisdom of their time.
We may scoff today and challenge these
superstitions. But, is it buried in the DNA of
our souls? How can one tell in looking at the
moon tonight or tomorrow night? Was that a
bat or witch flickering by? Is there more to the
wind? Does it carry the moans of our
forefather’s spirits?
For those that mock, we say spend Halloween
night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery and your opinions may change.
For others we say, play it safe, don’t scorn the
magic of souls past. Put on your masks, don
costumes, light jack-o-lanterns and party.
Happy Halloween!

Westfield Baseball League Leaders
Thank Outgoing Board Members
On behalf of the Westfield Baseball
League (WBL), we would like to take this
opportunity to thank the outgoing members from this past year’s board of directors. The members are Jay Anderson,
who served as our treasurer; Kevin Marino
as secretary, Jim Reardon as league director of the Pony/Mustang League and Greg
Gradel as equipment/uniform director.
These members donated their time between work and family obligations willingly over the past years and we, along
with the 2,500 children who participate in
our program, recognize their hard work.

Thank you guys, for your dedication to
baseball in Westfield.
Lastly, we would like to thank Gary
Fox and Frank Fusaro, our past vice president and president, respectively, for their
dedication and total commitment to the
WBL program. Gary and Frank are staying on in different capacities, but their
leadership will have a lasting effect. Thank
you guys, for all you have done for the
kids of Westfield.
Leo White and Phil Russo
President and Vice President
Westfield Baseball League

Westfield Y Thanks Firefighters
For Help With Emergency Flooding
On Saturday, October 8, the Westfield
Area Y experienced an emergency flooding situation at both the main facility and
the lower level of the new East Broad
Street Family Branch due to the extreme
weather.
Thanks to the diligence of the staff,
both problems were caught early, and we
didn’t sustain any major damage. However, it took a tremendous amount of
manpower to control these situations.
I would like to thank the staff of the
Westfield Area Y. Many Westfield Area
Y staff and family members offered to
remain in the facility and assist in dealing

with the crisis throughout the night Saturday and into Sunday morning.
I would also like to personally thank
the Westfield Fire Department for all
their hard work in containing the flooding
on Clark Street, specifically Firefighter
Mike Sawicki, Firefighter Kevin
McCormack and Lieutenant James
Dannevig. It is because of the dedication
and commitment of people like you that
the Westfield Area Y continues to build
strong kids, strong families and strong
communities.
Mark Elsasser
CEO, Westfield Area Y

Former Councilman Disputes
Candidate Jardim’s Tax Claims
“There he goes again” - a line made
famous by Ronald Reagan when his debate opponent repeated a statement that
just wasn’t true. This line could have been
used at last week’s Westfield Leader/
League of Women Voters candidates’
forum to apply to candidate Tom Jardim’s
claims about the tax increases while he
was mayor.
Despite the clear and compelling rebuttal printed in The Westfield Leader on
October 6, 2005 and irrefutable evidence
from both the Union County Tax Office
and the town’s tax collector’s office, Mr.
Jardim continues to assert that “taxes
went up only 11 percent” while he was
mayor.
For the record, in 1996, the year before
Mr. Jardim’s first budget, the tax rate for
the municipal taxes was 56 cents per
$100, or $973 on an average house in
Westfield. In 2000, the fourth year of his
term, the tax rate was 70 cents per $100,
a 14-cent increase, which resulted in an
average bill of $1,223 per house or a 25
percent increase.
If you check with the tax collector’s
office you will see the rate increased from
56 to 60, .63, .67 and .70 during those four
years. As many homeowners know, the
municipal rate is only about 15 percent of
the total tax bill, with the balance attributable to the county and schools.
During the four years when Mr. Jardim
was in office, the county and school portion increased from $3.26 to $3.54 — a

total increase of only 8.6 percent. If the
truth be told, Mr. Jardim’s increases were
more than double the rest of the tax bill.
These municipal tax increases took place
even though Mr. Jardim’s municipal budgets contained gimmicks such as the use
of $2.2 million in money from the town’s
“Sale of Assets Account,” which is an
account that contains money from the
sale of town properties.
At the debate, Mr. Jardim mentioned
budget cuts but gave no specifics. Obviously, his past record on tax increases
speaks for itself. In the five years since
Jardim left office, the municipal rate has
increased approximately 6 percent per
year. More importantly, during such time
period, the town has been able to keep tax
increases in check despite state aid substantially decreasing and sharp rises in
fixed costs such as health insurance and
pension benefits.
Being the former chairman of the finance committee for the town, and more
importantly, a taxpayer, I believe that tax
policy is the most important issue in our
community and it deserves straightforward, straight talking, well-informed and
gimmick-free discussion by the leaders
of this town. It’s easy to stand in the
middle of a theater and yell fire. What’s
difficult is to find the solution to the
problem without cutting vital services.
Matt Albano
Westfield

Resident Praises Westfield Police
Explorers Program for Kids
Hi, my name is Fran Sabino. My daughter Chiara, who is 14 years old, has just
recently been accepted into the Police
Explorers program this summer. She was
extremely excited to do so after completing the Westfield Police Department’s
Youth Academy with her sister, Amanda,
two years ago. As soon as she turned 14,
she was itching to be an Explorer and she
cheerfully submitted her application.
At first, I must admit, I thought to
myself, “Wow, she wants to be a cop and
in today’s world? What happened to being a teacher?” But, now that I’ve been
involved with Officers Jason Rodgers
and Frank Ricci, who run this program, I
know that this is so much more than a
“Come, learn to be a cop” program.
These officers are absolutely fantastic.
They are on the kids’ level and make this
a fun learning experience, while learning
a lot of very important life-lessons. For
example, just this past summer, the Explorers went tubing. Since then they have
done numerous fun as well as educational
activities, such as: interaction with the
SWAT team and fingerprinting youngsters at the downtown Festifall.
Other weekly activities include: selfdefense instruction, first aid, and more.
Just read the article in last week’s paper,
it’s sure to get someone you know motivated enough to join.
My daughter chose to be an Explorer
because she is infatuated with “Law &
Order SVU.” She loved the idea of interacting with the FBI, Secret Service, the
K-9 Unit, State Police and such. If you
know of anyone that loves the idea of
being part of something positive and fun,
this is the program to join.
Because the officers involved in this
program are so dedicated, the children
are, too. Each teen is given a uniform and
is expected to appear at each weekly
meeting in correct attire and with the right
attitude. Each teen is given a title of
command and is expected to uphold its
importance. It’s a great program, too,
because it teaches the kids to have respect
for their schoolwork as well as for themselves, because it is necessary for them to
uphold a “C” or better in order to stay with
the program.

I can’t say enough about these officers
that my family has now worked with for
several years. More importantly, I can’t
stress enough the positive nature of this
program for today’s kids. To hear that this
program needs more members or it may
be terminated is a loss that Westfield
surely cannot allow. Call the WPD, educate yourself about this program.
It would be a terrible program to lose.
Sometimes we pay much more attention
to what our kids are wearing and how
much that costs, than what they are actually doing or who they are doing things
with. Our kids are fighting an ongoing
battle against a lot of things in their world
on a day-to-day basis - Yes, even our
Westfield kids. Peer pressure, school pressure, drugs, alcohol...you name it, it’s out
there. Let’s keep this program alive for
the sake of our youth and for their better
and stronger tomorrow. Young man or
young lady, it doesn’t matter. What matters is on the inside. The will to learn, to
respect and to give back.
We need more programs that keep our
kids positive and focused. Programs that
give our kids positive role models and
help them to deal with everyday perils
that they face. Indubitably, this is one of
them. Let’s make every effort within our
means not to lose it. Because if we do, it
will definitely be at an extreme cost.
Francesca Russo-Sabino
Westfield

F.M.B.A. Local 30
Launches Website
The F.M.B.A. Local No. 30’s website
will be a vehicle for departmental and
community communications, featuring
acknowledgments, achievements, social
announcements and upcoming events.
To our four platoons, we salute our
officers and fellow firefighters for their
outstanding efforts and their ongoing
willingness and courage. We invite all to
participate with suggestions and comments. Please feel free to visit our website
at www.fmbalocal30.org.
F.M.B.A. Local No 30 President
Robert Tarantino, Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hipparch – An ancient Greek calvary commander
2. Hilus – In anatomy, a small notch or
opening where vessels and nerves enter
an organ
3. Luetic – Syphilitic
4. Yurt – A Siberian hut
GOLADAR
1. In East India, one who has charge of
a storehouse
2. An agnostic or non believer
3. A looking glass, small telescope
4. A green vegetable pigment
FERDNESS
1. Sharpness; eagerness
2. Self-assuredness; certainty
3. The state of being afraid
4. A state of awkwardness; clumsiness
FELO-DE-SE
1. Excessive grief; very sad
2. Suicide
3. Care free; relaxed
4. A fencing master
CULVERIN
1. A receptacle for archery implements
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleaching
3. A small tub
4. A musket or cannon used in the
Middle Ages

Returning Phone Call
May Have Earned Vote
Both mayoral candidates have ideas and
proposals for making Westfield a better
place to live. The following incident may
tip the scales for me on Election Day.
Earlier this year, I wrote to the town
government regarding an issue affecting
my neighborhood. I sent a copy of my
letter to each member of the town council,
including Andy Skibitsky, to make them
aware of the issue. I also sent a copy to
candidate Tom Jardim. I did not receive a
response from any member of the town
council. I did, however, receive a telephone call from Tom Jardim, who wanted
to know more about the issue.
Regardless of party affiliation, that
simple gesture went a long way toward
earning my vote.
Joe Aronds

Westfield

Jardim Missed Mark
On Over-Development
I had the opportunity to watch the
Mayoral Candidates’ Forum on TV-36. I
was particularly interested in the candidates’ views on the over-development
issues. I was happy to hear Mayor
Skibitsky’s comments that he has taken
action to reduce building height on new
development.
While I agree that more work needs to
be done, it is good that action has finally
been taken. I found Mr. Jardim’s remarks
to be disappointing. At one point he stated
that over-development was a simple problem to solve. Later, he stated that, as
mayor, he “sat alone and yelled into the
wilderness as he tried to get his council
colleagues to solve the problem.”
I expect a mayor to be a leader, to set
the agenda and to take charge in solving
problems. He admits that he was unable
to persuade the council at the time to take
any action on over-development. I do not
expect that another term as mayor would
make him any more effective in solving
these issues.
Karen Masciale
Westfield

Vote November 8, 2005
See: goleader.com/05vote
Candidates Public TV Forums Filmed:
Westfield: TV36
Fanwood: TV35
Governor (1, 4-yr.)
Jon Corzine (D)
Doug Forrester (R)
Jeffrey Pawlowski (L)
Hector Castillo (Ed)
State Assembly D-21 (2, 2-yr.)
Jon Bramnick (R)(I)
Eric Munoz (R)(I)
Steve Merman (D)
Bruce Bergen (D)
State Assembly D-22 (2, 2-yr.)
Linda Stender (D)(I)
Jerry Green (D)(I)
Nancy Malool (R)
Elyse Bochicchio (R)
Union County Clerk (1, 5-yr.)
Joanne Rajoppi (D)(I)
Saundra Spector (R)
Union County Freeholder (3, 3-yr.)
Angel Estrada (D)(I)
Rick Proctor (D)(I)
Nancy Ward (D)(I)
Patricia Quattrocchia (R)
Stuart Kline (R)
Albert Dill (R)
Westfield Mayor (1, 4-yr.)
Andrew Skibitsky (R)(I)
Tom Jardim (D)
Westfield Council Ward 1 (1, 4-yr.)
Sal Caruana (R)(I)
Audrey Fisch (D)
Westfield Council Ward 2 (1, 4-yr.)
Vicki Kimmins (R)
Frank Fusaro (D)
Westfield Council Ward 3 (1, 4-yr.)
Darielle Walsh (R)(I)
David Haas (D)
Westfield Council Ward 4 (1, 4-yr.)
Eric Leuthold (R)
Thomas Bigosinski (D)
Fanwood Council (2, 3-yr.)
Joan Wheeler (D)
Bruce Walsh (D)
Michael D’Antuono (R)
Maureen Mawby (R)
Garwood Council (2, 3-yr.)
William Schadewald (D)(I)
Walter Tucker (D)(I)
Anthony Sytko (R)
Bruce Paterson (R)
Mountainside Council (2, 3-yr.)
Keith Turner (R)(I)
Paul Mirabelli (R)(I)
(I)=Incumbent
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Best Kept Secret In WF Is
Direct Train to NYC by 2011
by Tom Jardim, DEM
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Do you want to know the best kept
secret in Westfield? It’s that, perhaps
as early as 2011, Westfield and all the
towns along the Raritan Valley Rail
Line will have direct train service
into Manhattan. And I’m proud to
have played an important role in getting that accomplished.
In the spring of 1997, while mayor
of Westfield, I started a group called
the Raritan Valley Line Commuter
Coalition. It was a small group at
first, made up of mostly Westfielders,
but it also included some commuterresidents of Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Plainfield.
The group had a tremendous impact. First, in October 1997, we sent
a 40-page report to New Jersey Transit detailing the Commission’s short,
medium and long-term goals and objectives to improve the Raritan Valley
Line. The group’s primary goal was
direct service to New York Penn Station, eliminating transfers at Newark
Penn Station. Other issues in the report included having same-platform
transfers at Newark Penn Station,
scheduling changes, conditions at
Newark Penn Station, communication, and commuter amenities.
Then, in late 1997, with the urging,
foresight and leadership of then-Congressman Bob Franks, the Coalition
was expanded to include all of the 19
stations and every surrounding town
along the line.
Finally, in 1998, New Jersey Transit declared the “Year of the Raritan
Valley Line.” Along with this desig-

Letter to the Editor
Dentist Offers Help for
Victims of Katrina
As an active member of the American
Association of Orthodontists (AAO), it
has come to my attention that there are
hurricane victims displaced right here in
the Union County area. The AAO is urging
fellow members to make themselves available to assist these individuals who are in
need of braces or orthodontic appliances. I
ask these patients to contact us to help
them during their time of need. I am more
than willing to help those patients who
have relocated to Union County and need
to continue their orthodontic treatment.
Personally, my own family has been
directly affected by this natural disaster –
my daughter, a Tulane University senior,
evacuated just prior to Hurricane Katrina.
My compassion for their plight has no
limit.
My staff and I are available to assist
any families in this predicament. Please
call my office to arrange a convenient
time at (908) 232-2203.
Patricia Thrower
Westfield

nation came numerous improvements,
including new rail cars for the Raritan
Valley Line, better announcements
both on board and at stations, the installation of ticket vending machines
at all stations (Westfield was one of the
first stations in the state to receive
these machines), improved lighting
and signage for Westfield station and
additional express trains between
Westfield and Newark Penn Station.
I have served on the board of the
(now named) Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition since I created it in 1997,
and I am currently the vice-chairman
for the organization. And throughout
its existence, the RVRC has never
lost sight of its primary mission: getting a one-seat ride into Manhattan,
with no need to change trains or platforms in Newark Penn Station. We
did this through constant lobbying of
legislators, cajoling of New Jersey
Transit officials and insisting that both
federal and state elected officials
throughout New Jersey go on record
as supporting this important project.
Now I am proud to say that our hard
work all those years has finally paid
off. In May of this year, New York
Governor George Pataki endorsed the
construction of two new rail tunnels
under the Hudson River, and with this
support, the last major obstacle to the
planning and construction of these
tunnels was overcome.
When these tunnels are built, NJ
Transit’s capacity for train service
into New York will double, thus allowing a one-seat ride into Manhattan on the Raritan Valley line and
other rail lines in the New Jersey
Transit system. Just last month, the
New Jersey Transit board of directors
authorized the planning and development of dual mode electric/diesel rail
cars to be used on the Raritan Valley
Line once the new trans-Hudson tunnels are completed in about 2011. In
the interim, beginning in 1997, commuters will have a “same-platform
transfer” (on Track 1) on morning
trains at Newark Penn Station.
Back in 1997, when we created the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and
called for a one-seat ride into Manhattan for Westfield’s train commuters, the critics and naysayers claimed
it couldn’t be done, it was too expensive and it wouldn’t happen in our
lifetime. They were wrong. And that’s
not just good for commuters but, as
New Jersey’s Transit’s Mid-Town
Direct Service demonstrated, it’s good
news for all property-owners in
Westfield.
As mayor of Westfield, my effort to
improve the train commute for
Westfield’s residents produced real
results. I hope you give me the chance
to again deliver results for Westfield.
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Enforcement And Innovation
Leads to Safer Roads
By: Mayor Andy Skibitsky, GOP
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

TOP LEVEL ENDORSEMENT…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, mayoral
candidate for election November 8, receives endorsement from former Governor
Tom Kean, Sr. last Friday. Pictured, left to right, are: Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
Mayor Skibitsky and Governor Kean.

Electronic Equipment, Tires
To Be Collected October 29
KENILWORTH – Union County
will sponsor a free recycling event
for electronics and automobile tires
on Saturday, October 29, so county
residents can discard tires, computers and other electronic equipment.
The collection will take place from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Schering-Plough
Corporation, located at 2000 Galloping Hill Road in Kenilworth.
Electronic equipment that will be
accepted includes computer parts,
printers, scanners, speakers, TV’s,
VCR’s, fax machines, telephones and

circuit boards.
Residents are to drive to the site
with their equipment and as many as
eight automobile tires without rims.
Workers will unload vehicles. Preregistration is not required.
Refrigerators, washers and dryers,
microwaves and air conditioners will
not be accepted. A complete list of
the materials that will be accepted is
available at www.ucnj.org/oem.
The collection will be held rain or
shine. For more information, please
call (908) 654-9889.

Bramnick Leading Trip To
Holocaust Museum
AREA — Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., Asm.
Eric Munoz and Asm. Jon Bramnick
(LD-21) are sponsoring a trip for highschool seniors to the United States
Holocaust Museum in Washington
D.C. on Friday, November 11.
Asm. Bramnick will lead the trip.
The legislators have sponsored this
trip the past three years and received
positive feedback from students and
chaperones.
The trip is open to two seniors from
each of the high schools in the 21st
district, which includes Berkeley
Heights, Chatham Township,
Cranford, Garwood, Harding, Long
Hill Township, Madison, Millburn,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Short Hills, Springfield,
Summit, Warren, Watchung and
Westfield.
“We are excited to be providing
this unique opportunity for some of
the area’s finest students in our district,” noted Asm. Bramnick. “I believe that trips of this nature help
foster a well-rounded education for

today’s youth.”
Students interested in attending
should contact their principal or social studies supervisor for more information. Students selected must
complete a parental permission slip
from their school, which will then
be forwarded to the Westfield legislative office.

Despite increased traffic volume in
Westfield over the past few years, all
indications are that our roads have
become safer for drivers and for pedestrians. During my service as mayor
and on the town council, I have taken
a leadership role in improving traffic
safety.
As the former chairman of the
Council’s Traffic Safety Committee,
I had the opportunity to work with
citizens, law enforcement officials
and other traffic professionals to
implement innovative measures to
slow traffic and to encourage drivers
and pedestrians to obey traffic regulations. Recent statistics show that
these efforts are producing tangible
results. In fact, accident rates were
down 10 percent over the past year,
and accidents with injuries were at
their lowest rate in five years.
Over the last four years, moving
violations have nearly doubled, while
Driving While Intoxicated arrests
have tripled. In fact, our municipal
court has increased its number of
monthly sessions by 50 percent because of our emphasis on increased
enforcement.
I know that the best way to solve a
problem in Westfield is to find innovative ways to enable residents to
become part of the solution, which is
why I spearheaded the creation of
two initiatives that encourage citizen
participation. First, we introduced and
implemented a neighborhood traffic
enforcement program called TEAM.
This initiative allows residents to attend training on radar equipment.
They then monitor traffic in their
neighborhood and report the license
plate number of any speeding vehicle
to Detective Perrotta, the director of
TEAM. She sends a letter to the owner
of the vehicle advising them of their
excess vehicle speed.
This is a great way to remind motorists to pay better attention to their speed.
More than 50 town residents have vol-

unteered to participate in this effort.
The police department has sent hundreds of letters to offending drivers.
I was also instrumental in establishing the town’s Traffic Safety
Hotline. Residents who witness a
potentially unsafe traffic condition
can call the Hotline number, 7896039. This information goes directly
to Detective Perrotta, who has the
authority to investigate residents’
complaints and to take prompt action. Recently, residents in the
Tamaques School district used the
hotline to provide the police department with information that helped
identify and, ultimately, ticket a driver
who repeatedly sped in their neighborhood. Citizen involvement is an
essential element in changing driving
habits in Westfield.
Another innovation that I helped
bring to Westfield is the driver feedback signs (also known as radar boxes).
These devices provide motorists with
an instant reminder of their speed,
while also accumulating information
about vehicle speeds on our streets.
The town has three boxes in service
that are rotated throughout Westfield.
Both neighborhood residents and police have noticed safer driving habits
in the areas where the boxes are located. As mayor, I will make sure that
we properly fund for the purchase of
additional feedback signs.
I will continue to emphasize pedestrian safety, especially for the
town’s schoolchildren. I have been
working with the Board of Education
to ensure adequate crossing-guard
coverage and to identify and communicate as to the safest walking routes
to schools.
There is no single solution to improving traffic and pedestrian safety.
I have been instrumental in devising
our multi-faceted approach to enhancing the safety of our streets and neighborhoods. While we have much work
left to be done, the objective evidence
showing that Westfield streets are
becoming safer is heartening.

Thoughtful,
Competent,
Efficient
Government

N0VEMBER 8TH IS ELECTION DAY. PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE.
www.leuthold2005.com

Vote for Audrey Fisch
for Westfield
Town Council-Ward 1
Tuesday, November 8th, 2005

Please share your questions or concerns, 908-233-5421.
AudreyforCouncil@Yahoo.com
This advertisement was paid for by Audrey Fisch for Town Council
412 Highland Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!
Town Super Premium Money
Market Account
Town Super Business Money
Market Account

Earn a

HIGH PERFORMANCE

3.00

%
APY*

on collected balances as low as $25,000!
Additional 0.25% added premium on
fixed rate CDs †
FREE First order of checks! †
FREE Service Charge on
Traveler’s Cheques! †

ERIC

PAID FOR BY

LEUTHOLD

FREE ATM fees up to $10 †

FOURTH WARD COUNCIL

www.townbank.com

Holding the line on taxes.
Controlling overdevelopment.
Improving communication.
PAID FOR BY LEUTHOLD FOR COUNCIL, DOUG STOKES, TREASURER, 526 DOWNER STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ.

520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
908.301.0800

44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908.518.9333

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.
† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.
The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month.
Minimum 3.00% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.
©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC 9/05
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Westfield Memorial Library
Posts Itinerary of Activities

Ms. Anne Burkett and Jeffrey Turner

Ms. Anne Hall Burkett
To Wed Jeffrey Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Burkett of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Anne Hall Burkett, to Jeffrey Martin Duncan Turner of Chelmsford,
England. He is the son of Mrs. Jean
Elizabeth Turner of Canterbury, England and the late George Martin
Turner.
The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield, where she attended Redeemer Lutheran Church School,
Washington Elementary School and
Roosevelt Junior High School. A 1991
graduate of Westfield Senior High
School, Ms. Burkett earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in French and
History from Bowdoin College in
Brunswick, Me. in 1995. She was
awarded her Juris Doctor degree in
2000 from Northwestern University
School of Law in Chicago, Ill.
The future bridegroom was raised
in Canterbury, England, where he
attended Blean County Primary
School and Geoffrey Chaucer Secondary School. He graduated from
Nottingham University with a

bachelor’s degree in quantity surveying and is employed as an estimator for a civil engineering firm in
Essex, England.
The couple met in 2003 while vacationing in New Zealand. They will
be married in Westfield in February
2006 and reside in Chelmsford, England.

Halloween Parade Set
Monday In Garwood
GARWOOD – The Garwood Lions Club has announced that the 59th
Annual Borough Halloween Parade
will take place on Monday, October
31. Marchers are asked to assemble
by 7 p.m. at the intersection of Willow Avenue and Center Street.
Judging of costumes in various
categories will begin at 7:30 p.m. at
the Lincoln School. Adults are urged
to attend, in costume, as there will be
a special category for those wishing
to participate for prizes. For additional information, please call Lion
Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

VIEWING THE WATCHUNG MOUNTAINS
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5 Hours Open Bar
Cocktail Hour
Full Course Dinner
Tiered Wedding Cake
Private Bridal Rooms
Specializing in White Glove
French Service
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Nature Club Meeting
Slated November 1
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club’s monthly
meeting will take place on Tuesday,
November 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Courthouse of the Mountainside Municipal Building, located at Route 22,
East, and New Providence Road. The
courthouse is the second building
and is best reached by entering right
from New Providence Road.
Naturalist George Nixon will present
a program on shorebird identification
entitled “Give Peeps a Chance,” focusing on species found in New Jersey.
On Saturday, November 5, the club
will sponsor a bird-watching trip to
Warren Green Acres, a former working farm with stream, grassland and
forest habitats.
Participants will meet at the site at
9 a.m. For directions, please call Pete
Axelrod at (908) 464-3933. Guests
are always welcome at club meetings
and events and on trips.

“Baby Rhyme Time,” for babies
not yet walking and a caregiver, will
be held on Friday, November 4, from
10 to 10:20 a.m. Children and their
caregivers take part in rhymes, lap
bounces, songs and claps.
Also on November 4, an Origami
Workshop will be held for children in
third grade and up from 3:15 to 4 p.m.
Participants will learn to create animals and plants from folded paper.
On Saturday, November 5, a Chess
Club will be held from 10 a.m. to noon.
Children who know how the various
chess pieces move are invited to play.
For more information or to register
for free adult programs, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org, or stop
by the library for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Museum Invites Kids
For ‘Hocus Pocus’
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Halloween Hocus Pocus”
on Sunday, October 30, from 2 to 4
p.m. It is ideal for children two-anda-half through seven years old.
Costumed docents will greet visitors at the door of the 1740 farmhouse.
Activities will include storytelling,
play acting, a scavenger hunt and face
painting. Children also will have an
opportunity to make a spider web craft
and ghost craft to take home.
Refreshments will be served and
children are invited to wear their Halloween costumes. The fee is $3 for
children; adults may attend for free.
For more information about other fall
events, please call (908) 232-1776.

Recreation Dept. Sets
Haunted House Event
WESTFIELD – For the 15th year,
the Westfield Recreation Department will present its Haunted House
on Monday, October 31, from 5 to
9 p.m. at the Westfield Memorial
Pool Complex, located at 713
Cumberland Street.
All Westfield residents and their
friends are invited to attend. This
annual event features life-size creatures of all types in a uniquely designed Haunted House setting. There
will be an admission fee of $2.
Additionally, a horse-drawn hayride for a nominal fee will be available from Kafka Farms that day, beginning at 4 p.m. in the parking lot of
the Memorial Pool Complex. For
more details, please call the Recreation Department at (908) 789-4080.
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WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has announced a series
of upcoming events.
For adults, “Business and Investment Resources” will be held on
Tuesday, November 1, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. This hands-on class will
cover the basics of ReferenceUSA,
NetAdvantage and Hoover’s, comprehensive online sources of business and investment information.
“Computer Basics I” will take
place on Wednesday, November 2,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. This hands-on
class is designed for students with
little or no knowledge of computers.
It will cover use of a computer mouse,
computer keyboard functions and
Windows basics. This will be the
first of a two-part class. The second
session will be held on Wednesday,
November 9, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
TGIF Movie: Annie Get Your Gun
will show Friday, November 4, at 1 p.m.
For children, the “Mother Goose
Group,” for walking toddlers up to age
two-and-a-half and a caregiver, will be
held on Tuesday, November 1, from 10
to 10:20 a.m. It includes rhymes, songs,
movement activities and stories.
“Tots’ Story Time: 2½ to 3½” will
take place Wednesday, November 2,
from 10 to 10:30 a.m. Children, accompanied by a caregiver, listen to a
story and do an activity.
“Preschool Story Time: 3½ to 5
Years Old” is slated for Thursday,
November 3, from 10 to 10:30 a.m.
Children listen to stories and do an
activity.

*
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Allstate Bank Savings

Fresh shrimp, oysters, clams on the half shell, chef carved turkey,
prime rib, leg of lamb, virginia baked ham, sesame chicken, soup,
greek potatoes, broccoli, mushrooms and assorted salads,
viennese pastry tables including fresh fruit, cheesecakes,
chocolate cake, pies and assorted pastries and cookies.

Allstate’s savings accounts have no maturity dates
or early withdrawal penalties. Call me today to open
your account. And watch your savings really grow.

in our “Ala Carte Dining Room dinners from $11.95 includes
choice of vegetable, potato or rice and our unbeatable salad bar

Every Wednesday • 5:00pm to 10:00pm

$

1995

Adults

Plus Tax & Service

$

995

Children

Plus Tax & Service

Ms. Gretchen Elizabeth Mansfield
of South Boston, Mass., the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. William Mansfield of
Westfield, was married on Sunday,
July 3, to Brian Michael McAuley,
also of South Boston. He is the son of
Mrs. Gail McAuley of Natick, Mass.
and the late Frank McAuley.
The afternoon ceremony and Mass
took place at The Church of St.
Ignatius of Loyola on the campus of
Boston College in Chestnut Hill,
Mass. An evening reception followed
at the State Room in Boston, Mass.
The bride had a friend, Ms. Karen
McGuire of Hoboken, formerly of
Westfield, as her Maid of Honor. The
bridal attendants included Ms.
Meghan Cusimano of Westfield, Ms.
Sharon Gambino of York, Pa., formerly of Westfield; Ms. Jessica
Schmidt and Ms. Marissa Melia, both
of South Boston; Ms. Meaghann
Kelley of Waltham, Mass. and Ms.
Elizabeth Soares of Boston, Mass.
David McAuley of Natick, Mass.
was his brother’s best man. Serving as
groomsmen were Matthew O’Keefe
and Kevin Trimble, both of South
Boston; Jeffrey Moxon of Denver,
Colo., Justin Molloy of Wilmington,
Mass., Brian Corby of Chicago, Ill.
and Sean McLaughlin of Manhattan,
N.Y. Kevin Mansfield of Cruz Bay, St.
John, United States Virgin Islands,
and Timothy Mansfield of Westfield,

the brothers of the bride, and Matthew
McAuley of Natick, Mass., the brother
of the bridegroom, were ushers.
A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in History from Boston College. She currently is completing a master’s degree in elementary education at the University of
Massachusetts in Boston.
The bridegroom graduated from
Natick High School in Natick, Mass.
in 1995 and received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Finance and Marketing from Boston College. He is
employed by the Gillette division of
Proctor and Gamble as a financial
analyst.
Following a wedding trip to Italy,
the couple resides in South Boston.

Area Residents Invited
To Join Toastmasters
WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield is a speaking club that
offers a supportive environment for
people wishing to practice their public speaking skills.
The club meets at 7:45 p.m. on the
first, second and fourth Thursdays of
every month in the dining room of Sunrise Assisted Living, 240 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield. For additional details, please visit www.toastmasters.org
or call (908) 709-4192.

G IANT B OOK S ALE
Sale Days
Sunday, October 30
1:00 pm until 5:00 pm

Monday, October 31
Bag Day
Tuesday, November 1
9:00 am until Noon
Sponsored by Friends of Music at St. Paul’s.
For information call 232-8506, ext. 10.

Adults: $28.95
Children 12 years old and under: $13.95
plus service charge & tax

Ms. Gretchen E. Mansfield
Marries Brian M. McAuley

9:00 am until 9:00 pm

THANKSGIVING DAY BUFFET
Treat your family to our Thanksgiving Day Silver
Candelabra Buffet in our Mediterranean rooms:

MR. AND MRS. BRIAN MICHAEL MCAULEY
(She is the former Ms. Gretchen E. Mansfield)

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Stret in Westfield

Call a local Allstate
New Jersey Agent today.

(across from Town Hall)

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective through October 27, 2005. Initial deposit of
$100 required for Savings. Minimum balance of $500 is required to avoid a $4 monthly fee
on Savings. Rates on Savings accounts are subject to change daily after account is opened.
Certain fees may reduce earnings on accounts. Deposits are FDIC insured up to $100,000
per depositor. The “Cupped Hands” logo is a registered service mark and “Our Stand” is
a service mark of Allstate Insurance Company. ©2005 Allstate Insurance Company

Classic Seafood Selections

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI
340 North Avenue

Grouper, Red Snapper, Octopus, Shrimp & Clams

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Featuring Greek Music with Pianist “Jerry”

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

LET’S DO ITALIAN BUFFET!

Dr Arida is dedicated to providing you
with today’s most advanced cosmetic and
restorative dentistry in a relaxed and
pampered setting. For your healthy,
beautiful smile and convenience:

Every Thursday Night

Cavetelli Broccoli, Beef Burgundy, Tortellini Alfredo, Chicken Marsala,
Shrimp Scampi, Lobster Ravioli, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini,
Baked Haddock Sicilian Style, Chicken & Sausage Italian Style
PLUS OUR FABULOUS CARVING STATION AND MUCH MORE!

$1795

Plus tax
& service

$8

•Invisalign® Clear Braces
•Teeth Whitening
•Complete Smile Makeover
•Tooth-Colored Fillings
•Porcelain Veneers
•Cosmetic Bonding
•Crowns, Bridges & Implants
•Early Morning, Lunchtime, Early Evenings
•& Saturday Appointments
Flat Screen Televisions in Room
•Over 20 Years Experience
•Comprehensive Exams

95 Per Child
8 Yrs Old & Younger

Add an extra $1200 For A Live Lobster
COLD ANTIPASTO:
Soup: Pasta Fagioli, Minestrone, Potato Leek, New England Clam Chowder
Dessert: Canoli, Assorted Cheesecake, Tiramisu

MEDITERRANEAN SEAFOOD BUFFET
Every Friday Night • 5:00pm to 10:00pm

$

2995 per adult • $1495 per child

Great Holiday Gift Idea!

(8 Yrs Old & Younger)

Plus Tax & Service

Gift Cards Available for all
Dental Services

BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY
11:00am to 3:00pm

$

95

$ 95

19 per adult • 9 per child

Surprise someone with the
gift of a beautiful SMILE.
Dr. Arida is an expert in the latest cosmetic procedures.

(8 Yrs Old & Younger)

Plus Tax & Service

Snuffy’s

KENNETH W. ARIDA, DDS

908-322-7726

Park & Mountain Ave., Scotch Plains
Visit our website at:
www.weddingsatpantagis.com
Elegant Marble Staircases • Easy Access From Rts. 78 & 287

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

Graduate: L.D. Pankley Institute for Advanced
Dental Education, Key Biscayne, FL
DDS: State University of New York School
of Dentistry, Buffalo, NY

908 654 6262

Residency: General Dentistry, Jersey Shore
Medical Center, Neptune, NJ

131 SOUTH ELUCID AVENUE • WESTFIELD • www.drarida.com
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT ®• FREE PARKING

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Officials, Constituents
Should Maintain Civility
By REV. DR. DARLA DEE
TURLINGTON

I remember my first course in civics. It was at Gainesville High School,
Florida, in the mid 1960s, and it was
a class on U.S. Government and Politics. We learned about the three
branches of government and twoparty system, tracing the emergence
of these two ideas in the formation of
America.
Of all the concepts introduced in
that course, one has lingered in my
mind almost nostalgically. “Noblesse
oblige” was the phrase used for it.
The founding Fathers (and the mothers beside or behind them) had a
noblesse oblige mentality. They were
privileged citizens who felt responsible for the common good. John D.
Rockefeller has described it this way:
“every right implies a responsibility;
every opportunity, an obligation; every possession, a duty.”
The concept was attractive, converted no doubt by my teenage idealism into far more sacrificial and generous behavior than the founders actually portrayed. Nevertheless, I find
it striking that the first president of
the United States refused his salary,
early presidents hosted other government representatives at their own expense, and that those first serving in
Congress received only a per diem
when in session.
True, on these terms, only those
with other sources of income could
afford to serve in public office. But on
these terms, they served out of public
interest, spending private resources
on behalf of the young country they

were shaping. Politics was public service, not a business of its own.
You can perceive right away why
the idea lingers in me nostalgically,
as something once real, now gone,
but longed for. It seems today that if
wealthy political figures spend their
own money, it is to run a campaign
and win an election, not to provide
statesmanship for the country. If political figures feel obliged, it is to the
special interest groups that helped
put them in office.
When political figures speak of the
public good, we wonder what party
line they are trying to make appealing. And the common view of politicians seldom portrays them as honorable, much less noble.
There’s no going back to that earlier
mindset, but citizens can insist that
government leadership remain an honorable profession. And we can be sure
that civics be civil. When you decide
who to vote for in this year’s elections,
consider that those asking to represent
the public in government should be
civic-minded in their concerns and
civil in their speech and demeanor.
And whenever you, Joe or Jane
Citizen, raise your voice in public
discourse, whether at a town meeting
or in an editorial, demand the same
standard of yourself. Model a civicminded spirit that places common
good ahead of personal interest, and
choose to behave courteously and
speak politely. Let’s return to civility.
*******
Reverend Turlington is Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Wisdom’s Light to Present
Forum on Intelligent Design
WESTFIELD – The public is invited to a discussion of “Intelligent
Design: Good or Bad Theology?” on
Tuesday, November 8, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Coe Fellowship Room of the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street.
An alternative theory to neo-Darwinian Evolution, Intelligent Design
suggests that the development of complex objects like the human eye cannot be described by evolution. Rather,
such objects are designed as a single
complex system. The theory maintains
that there must be an intelligent designer inherent in creation.
This discussion will give participants
an opportunity to explore the underly-

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

ing principles of Intelligent Design and
ask whether it is good or bad theology.
Finally, attendees will be asked
whether Intelligent Design should
be included in the public school science curriculum or its social studies
curriculum. People of any faith, as
well as those who do not practice a
faith, are welcome to attend the discussion.
This session is sponsored by
Wisdom’s Light, a ministry of the
Reverend John Mills, a co-convener
of the United Church of Christ Science and Technology Network and a
United Church of Christ representative to the Ecumenical Roundtable on
Religion and Science.
The opinions expressed in the session are solely those of the ministry
and may not be those of the host church.
Reverend Mills may be reached at
wislit@worldnet.att.net.
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Workshop to Explore Beliefs
About Sex and Marriage

GET SOME GOOD READS…Members of St. Paul’s Choir of Men, Girls and
Boys set up for the Friends of Music’s Giant Book Sale. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Front row, Kyle Aslin and Michael Eilbacher, and back row, Elizabeth
Antonelli, Morgan Bunting, Elise Moore and Josephine LaCosta.

Giant Book Sale Kicks Off
Sunday at St. Paul’s Church
WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will hold its annual Giant Book Sale this Sunday, October
30, from 1 to 5 p.m., and Monday,
October 31, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Bag
Day will be Tuesday, November 1,

HAZAK Group to Host
Big Band Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel’s HAZAK group will
present a talk by Dr. Steven Marcone
on “The Big Band Era” that will include audience participation and musical examples at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, November 9.
Dr. Marcone is Professor of Music,
Director of Graduate Studies and
Coordinator of the Music Management Program at William Paterson
University in Wayne.
He will discuss the stylistic differences of bands of that era due to race,
location and other influences. Audio
and video highlights will include performances by Duke Ellington, Count
Basie, Benny Goodman and Harry
James, among others.
All are welcome to attend this event,
offered free of charge, and refreshments will be served. Reservations
are required and may be made by
calling (908) 889-1830. Congregation Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.
This program is being offered
through the Horizon Speakers Bureau of the New Jersey Council for
the Humanities, a state partner of the
National Endowment for the Humanities.

from 9 a.m. until noon.
Thousands of books will be available in all categories of paperback and
hardback fiction and nonfiction, plus
audio books, videos, software, compact discs, DVDs, puzzles and children’s
books. Proceeds will support musical
programs, concerts and activities at St.
Paul’s Church.
Books and other items are being
accepted in the Parish Hall from 3 to
9 p.m. through tomorrow, Friday,
October 28. To access the Parish Hall,
please use the Euclid Avenue driveway entrance. The church is unable to
accept donations of textbooks, magazines, encyclopedias, records or
Reader’s Digest condensed books.
For more details, please call (908)
232-8506, extension no. 10, or e-mail
parishoffice@stpaulswestfield.org.
St. Paul’s Church is located at 414
East Broad Street, opposite the
Westfield Municipal Building.

B’nai B’rith Couples
To Dine at Iberia
COUNTY – The B’nai B’rith Married Couples Unit (40+) will meet for
dinner at the Iberia Peninsula Restaurant, located on Ferry Street in Newark, on Sunday, November 6, at 5 p.m.
The cost of the dinner will be divided evenly among those attending,
with a separate bar bill. Non-members
also are welcome to attend. Interested
persons are asked to respond by calling Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by Friday, November 4.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Spiritual
Growth Team at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church will hold a study
workshop to explore Christian and
Biblical beliefs about sex and marriage, including the do’s and don’ts
and the mystery, temptation, positive
feelings and negativity behind it all.
Sessions will take place on Wednesday, November 2, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. or
Thursday, November 3, from 9:30 to 11
a.m. A half hour of refreshments and
fellowship will precede each workshop.
Participants will deliberate on
whether there really is anything
wrong with sex before marriage, the
do’s and don’ts and the mystery,
positive feelings and negativity, and
how the subject is broached throughout history and the Bible.
The Reverend Diane Curtis, Interim Pastor of Willow Grove, will
lead this study/discussion, based on
a chapter in the book “Searching
Issues” by Nicky Gumbel.
Babysitting will be available in
the Children’s Ark if requested in
advance. Individuals are asked to
inform the church if they will need
childcare and the ages of the children coming so appropriate activities can be planned for them.
The Willow Grove Church is lo-

cated at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Anyone interested in attending the workshop is asked to call the
church office during morning hours,
Monday through Friday, at (908) 2325678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Pancake Breakfast
On Tap This Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a pancake breakfast on Sunday,
October 30, from 8 a.m. to noon at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will include pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage, as well as juice, coffee, tea
and milk. The cost is $6; children
under age six may attend for free.
Tickets may be purchased at the
door or in advance from a Lions Club
member. Proceeds from Lions
fundraisers such as this one are distributed to local charities, community activities, and area organizations
that serve the blind and visually impaired. For more information, please
call Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron
Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

Calvary Lutheran to Hold
‘Songs and Sweets’ Benefit
CRANFORD – On Sunday, October 30, the Calvary Lutheran Church,
located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford, will present “Songs and
Sweets,” a benefit concert.
The program will include sacred
music by Mozart, Mendelsohn and
others, as well as opera scenes and
other popular music. A dessert reception following the concert will give
audience members a chance to meet
the singers, many of whom are professional opera performers.
Performers will include sopranos
Valerie Bernhardt, Lorraine Ernest
and Len-Yin Jao; tenors Gary Pate
and Jeremy Blossey, and bass Kevin
Pruner. Calvary members Peg
Bernhardt and Peggy Glendenning
will join them.Also contributing to
the afternoon’s music will be the
jazz group QED Quartet. Laurie
Clancy of Westfield will be the accompanist.
Proceeds from the 3 p.m. concert
will benefit Lutheran World Relief
and Calvary’s music program. Reverend Carol Lindsay is Pastor. Len-Yin
Jao is the church’s Music Director.

Tickets, at $10 each, will be sold at
the door and also may be ordered in
advance by calling the church office
at (908) 276-2418.

First Baptist to Hold
Festival on Sunday
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, October 30, at noon, the First Baptist
Church of Westfield will host a Harvest Festival in its downstairs Harvey
Hall. The event will include a catered lunch, pie-baking contest,
pumpkin carving and painting for
the children, plus a video presentation by Paul Wilkes, an authority on
church excellence.
The festival will serve as a kickoff
to First Baptist’s annual Stewardship Campaign, which this year will
feature the theme “It’s Already In
Your Heart.” There is no fee to attend, no obligation, and all are invited.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

1st Annual Cut-A-Thon
Sunday, November 6, 2005
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
All proceeds will support the College Woman’s Club Of Westfield.

Salon Visage is
happy to announce
our 1st Annual
Cut-A-Thon to
benefit the College Woman’s

Club Of Westfield.
100% of the proceeds from this
event will be donated to this
very worthy organization.
DONATIONS
Cut & Style – $25
Skin Services – $25
(on select services)

240-44 North Avenue, Westfield • 908-233-2726
Across from the train station

www.salonvisagewestfield.com

Page

8

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 27, 2005

Willow Grove Announces
November ‘Tales’ Dates

Maestro Wroe to Address
Historical Society Nov. 2
WESTFIELD – David Wroe, Music Director and conductor of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO), will be the guest speaker at
the Westfield Historical Society’s
First Wednesday Luncheon at noon
on November 2 at B.G. Fields Restaurant, 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.
Maestro Wroe, who has been conductor of the WSO since 1997, also
is a regular conductor of the New
York City Opera and Music Director
of Music on the Mountain: Garrett
Lakes Arts Summer Festival in Maryland. His résumé additionally includes tours and appearances in Europe, Asia and the Middle East.
Early in his career, he was Assistant Conductor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, leading the orchestra in Tanglewood and in Symphony Hall, in addition to touring
Europe with the Boston Symphony
Orchestra Players.
Maestro Wroe also devotes considerable time to the musical education of young people, and from 1993
to 1995 conducted the Boston Symphony Orchestra Youth Concerts.
Maestro Wroe has received numerous awards, including the Seiji
Ozawa Fellowship at Tanglewood.
He was recognized by the United
States Congress for his excellence
in contributing to the community in
Kansas City, and was named a finalist in the first Bernstein Interna-

tional Conducting Competition.
A telephone committee of the Society will contact regular attendees
of the luncheon to verify their reservations. Space permitting, others
also may attend the luncheon. Interested persons are asked to call (908)
233-2930 by noon on Monday, October 31.

CSH Kids to Enjoy
Halloween Festivities
MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s
Specialized Hospital’s (CSH) “Friday Night Fever” program will
present a “Haunted Trail” for hospitalized children this Saturday,
October 29, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
at the hospital’s facility at 150 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
The “Friday Night Fever” program is a social activity group for
teens with disabilities. For the past
five years, the group has put together a Haunted Trail for children
in the hospital who could not enjoy
the traditional house-to-house trick
or treating experience.
Festivities will include a dance,
food, games, and a haunted trail,
which will be the largest yet thanks
to donations from Kohl’s Department Stores, Craig Neier Associates, Felzenberg Brothers Lighting, Cooper Electric Supply and
Jaeger Lumber.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

DOOR-TO-DOOR...Washington Elementary School in Westfield celebrated “Walk
Your Kids to School Day” October 21. The school held a raffle, with two winning
students selected to walk with either Mayor Andy Skibitsky or Washington Principal
Joseph Malanga. Caroline Felix was selected to walk with Mr. Malanga, while Jennifer
Tresnan had the honor of walking with Mayor Skibitsky (above). Despite the rain, the
students enjoyed snacks at school and signed a large banner marking their achievement.

Dr. Walko Is First Woman
To Head Plainfields’ Unico
SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. M. Ann
Walko, a Scotch Plains resident, recently was elected to serve as president of the Plainfields’ Chapter of
Unico National – the first woman to
hold this post.
A member of the Plainfields’ chapter since 1998, she has chaired the
Scholarship Committee since 2001.
In addition to service to the chapter,
Dr. Walko was appointed to the District Achievement Committee, as well
as the Culture and Heritage and Schol-

arship committees on the national
level.
She also is active with District X,
which oversees the activities of chapters within the district. Dr. Walko
recently served as a delegate from
District X at the national conference
held in West Palm Beach, Fla.
She additionally serves as an education consultant to the Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs as
part of the Women Veterans Committee, and holds the rank of lieutenant
colonel in the Civil Air Patrol, an
auxiliary of the United States Air
Force. Dr. Walko holds a Doctorate
from Rutgers University.
The Plainfields’ Chapter meets on
the third Wednesday of each month at
Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield.

Hearing-Auditory Tests
Are Scheduled at ‘Y’

Dr. M. Ann Walko

WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospital
personnel will visit the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, on Wednesday, November
2, from 10 a.m. to noon to perform free
hearing and auditory screenings.
No registration is required. For
more information, please call the
Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 2332700, extension no. 251.

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Tales in the
Grove,” a story time program for
young children, will take place on
Wednesdays, November 2 and 16, at
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church in Scotch Plains.
Sessions will start at 7 p.m. and last
45 to 60 minutes. While currently
geared towards children ages twoand-a-half to six, older or younger
siblings also are welcome.
Youngsters are invited to wear their
pajamas and bring a pillow, blanket
or refreshment. They also are encouraged to bring their favorite book to be
read.
“Tales in the Grove” generally will
be held the first and third Wednesdays of every month. Two congregation volunteers will run each session
– one reader and one greeter.

Rosary Society Lists
November 7 Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society will meet on Monday, November 7, following the 7:30 p.m.
Mass and Novena at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Sergeant Thomas Jedic of the
Fanwood Police Department will
be the guest speaker. Additionally, plans for the society’s
Christmas Party on Monday,
December 5, will be discussed.
The meeting is open to all women
of the parish and refreshments
will be served.

Coat Drive Underway
At First Congregational
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, is once again
serving as a collection site for the
Jersey Cares Coat Drive.
The drive will continue through
Sunday, December 4. Coats may be
dropped off Monday through Friday
in the church office from 9 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.
New and gently-used winter coats
are needed for men, women, children
and infants, but there is an especially
great demand for infants and men’s
coats. For more details, please call
the First Congregational Church at
(908) 233-2494.

Library to Feature
Program on Tea
FANWOOD – On Thursday, November 3, the Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library will host “A History of English Tea” beginning at
7:30 p.m. at the library, located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
Judith Krall-Russo, a tea specialist
and food historian, will present the
political aspects of tea, proper tea
etiquette and customs associated with
tea. With an emphasis on English tea
in Victorian society, she also will
discuss the difference between teas
and how to brew them.
Ms. Krall-Russo received her certifications from the Tea School in
Pomfret, Conn. and the Specialty Tea
Institute of New York. Refreshments,
including tea, will be served.

What if you could stop a
stroke from happening?
It’s part of the advanced neuroscience
technology at Overlook.
At Overlook Hospital, we don’t just treat neurological disorders.
We help prevent them from even happening. Like our revolutionary
procedure that uses a tiny coil of wire to treat a brain aneurysm
and prevent a possible stroke. We also have one of the leading
Epilepsy Centers in New Jersey, with a staff that has extensive
training and experience in treating and managing epilepsy, utilizing
PET/CT scanning technology to quickly pinpoint the location of a
seizure onset. Our Spine Program offers patients with complex
spinal disorders and injuries the latest in clinical capabilities,
including diagnostic imaging, minimally invasive and image guided
surgery, and spine stimulation treatment options. It’s all part of
the wide range of specialized treatments at our Neuroscience
Institute, with more neurosurgeons and neuroradiologists than
most hospitals in the state. At Overlook,you have the best brains
in the business, looking after yours.
For more information call 1-800-247-9580
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

A member of

Parents will be asked to stay for the
duration of the story time to help
redirect any “wanderers” to the story
circle. However, if any parents are
interested in participating in the ALPHA or Searching Issues courses also
held at Willow Grove on Wednesday
evenings, a babysitter will be available to watch their children during
the story time.
Willow Grove Church is located at
1961 Raritan Road. For more information, please call the church office,
Monday through Friday, at (908) 2325678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

FiTOUR to Present
Certification Course
WESTFIELD – FiTOUR America
will be at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, on Sunday, November 6,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to offer a Personal Training Certification course.
Advance registration may be done
online at FiTOUR.com. The cost will
be $99, and $19.99 for the manual.
On the day of the training, the cost of
the course will be $150 and the manual
will be $30.
For registration and/or more information, please call (281) 494-0380 or
visit FiTOUR.com. Further details
also are available by calling the “Y”
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 251.

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Financial Planning
FANWOOD – During its Wednesday, November 2 meeting, the Union
County Chapter of Mothers & More
will host certified financial planner
and registered financial advisor John
Garretson of Garretson Financial.
He will present information regarding retirement issues for women. Topics will include savings strategies for
stay-at-home moms and how to manage 401(k)s and IRAs.
The meeting, which is open to the
public, will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Recreation Center, located
in Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
Refreshments will be provided.
A national, non-profit organization,
Mothers & More champions the value
and necessity of all mothers’ work to
society, paid and unpaid, both within
and outside of the home. Members
have an opportunity to participate in
evening meetings, mom-and-tot outings, mom’s night out, playgroups and
a book club, among other activities.
For more information about this
meeting, please call Stacy at (908)
928-9841 or Marilyn at (908) 5682633 or visit mothersandmore.org.

Kids Invited to Wear
Costumes For Shabbat
CLARK – Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah has invited children age five
and under and their families to dress
up as their favorite Noah’s Ark animal for the first Tot Shabbat of the
year on Saturday, November 5.
The program will begin at 11 a.m.
at the synagogue, located at 111 Valley Road in Clark, which hosts a Tot
Shabbat on the first Saturday of each
month. For more details, please call
the synagogue at (732) 381-8403.
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Voters Need to Check the
Statements by Candidates
By: Patricia Quattrocchi, GOP
Candidate for County Freeholder

Having looked high and low, on the
net, in the newspapers, as well as in
my personal notes, I was at a total
loss. I asked a friend and my mother,
then my husband, but I was still without any proof or witnesses.
I watched a videotaped debate
from 2004 and it wasn’t there either.
The thought even crossed my mind
to ask a registered Democrat I know
quite well and have seen almost daily
for the last 10 years. Someone I have
discussed most of life’s little mysteries and disappointments with, as
well as child and husband rearing,
how to make the best stuffed peppers
in town or remove White-Out from a
shirt sleeve. Surely, since we have
discussed and disagreed about politics on all levels, including foreign
policy, we would have discussed it;
but we hadn’t. Yet somehow there
are people out there who profess to
know what I would do regarding the
Union County-owned and operated
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights.
During the campaign season of
2004, the Union County Democratic
candidates for freeholder put out a
four color, glossy mailer saying that
the Republican Team if elected would
shut down Runnells Hospital.
I still haven’t figured out where
they got that from, considering that
we hadn’t discussed the subject with
them or anyone else for that matter.
There was also the “twisted” statement they put in the same mailer that
the Republicans were “opposed to
improved recreation plans.” The residents should know that one of my
running mates dared to suggest that
during these tight economic times for
municipalities, the county could
eliminate a matching grant program,

Screenings Available
For Blood Pressure
FANWOOD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will offer free blood pressure screenings
the last Thursday of each month
from 11 a.m. to noon at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.
A registered nurse will take blood
pressure readings, calibrate individuals’ mechanical blood pressure machines and answer any
questions about blood pressure
monitoring and maintenance.
This program is designed to monitor trends in blood pressure readings and keep individuals informed
of the proper steps to take to keep
blood pressure at its lowest. It is
available for residents of Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New
Providence, Roselle Park, Springfield and Westfield.

which is similar to an employee 401K
plan, in favor of awarding straight
grants for recreational purposes.
Someone please share with me just
what was so wrong with that?
Well, we are in the home stretch of
the silly season and, of course, the
closing of Runnells has been laid on
our heads once more, in an effort to
portray us as heartless, uncaring cads.
I would like to take the opportunity to
put this one to bed right here, right
now: The Republicans are not going
to close Runnells Hospital as long as
it is financially self sustaining and
not costing the taxpayers money! To
quote the late Ann Landers, “why fix
it if it ain’t broken.”
What I have shared illustrates that
one cannot believe everything one
hears second-hand or reads and that
just because someone said something
about someone else doesn’t necessarily make it gospel. There are those
who campaign knowing full well that
most people don’t check on or demand the supporting documentation,
in fact they count on that. The voters
owe it to themselves to do some research and honest campaigners are
more than happy to provide the
sources of their information complete
with a road map on how a voter can
find it themselves as well.
A sure bet is to get the stuff directly
from the horse’s mouths simply by
tuning in to debates on the tube, listening to the radio and, in the case of
local races, by attending candidates
forums where attendees can submit
their own questions. If that is not
possible, these forums are generally
aired several times on the local cable
stations and recapped in the local
newspapers as well. Becoming an
educated voter will eliminate the possibly of having to admit, “If I only
knew then what I know now” later on
down the road.
The Republican Team for Union
County Freeholder – Patricia
Quattrocchi, Stuart Kline and Al Dill
are more than happy to share our
sources with the voter and assure you
that all you need do is to ask because
what we know you should know. To
learn more about us and other Republican candidates for elected office, as
well as the issues, please visit us on the
Web at www.unioncountyGOP.org or
call (908) 789-0200.

Hely To Spend Junior
Year Semester Abroad
WESTFIELD – Charles Hely of
Westfield is participating in the
Bates College junior semester
abroad program.
Charles, a music and psychology
double major, is studying at the
University College Cork, Ireland.
The son of James and Lois Hely,
Charles is a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School.
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More Letters to the Editor
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Councilman Foerst Examines Record
Of Tom Jardim on Over-development
One of the top issues in this year’s
election to municipal office has been
the discussion of “overdevelopment.”
The phrases “shoe-horning” and
“McMansions” are part of nearly every
candidate’s platform. As chairman of
the town council’s Code Review and
Town Property Committee, I have followed this discussion very closely. It is
my committee that is responsible to
find the delicate balance between controlling over-development and preserving our families’ rights to increase the
size of their existing homes.
In watching the debates and reading
the campaign submission of mayoral
candidate Tom Jardim in last week’s
newspaper, I wanted to correct some
errors, misstatements and apparent confusion contained in his statements and
set the record straight.
When Mayor Skibitsky took office
in June, one of his top priorities was to
enact changes to the zoning ordinances
that balanced these interests. In recent
weeks, we have enacted phase one zoning ordinance amendments, which have
this desired effect. This legislation will
control both “shoe-horning” and
“McMansions.” We also have drafted
concept legislation, removing technicalities, which allow developers to
“overbuild.” This legislation also proposes language designed to promote
inclusion of “accessory structures” such
as detached garages. The goal of this
new law will be to reduce the volume of
new construction and promote and preserve the classic look of Westfield.
We have referred this legislation to
the chairpersons of the planning board,
the board of adjustment and the architectural review committee for their review. We have charged these individuals with ensuring that the law contains
no unintended consequences, which
would unduly impact a homeowner’s
ability to build an addition and improve
their existing home. This legislation,
when enacted, will set this mayor and
council’s legacy as having preserved
the classic look, feel and character of
our unique town.
We all wish the answers were as
“easy” as Mr. Jardim claims. Unfortunately, the reality is that municipal zoning and planning is complex and requires deliberate study and thought to
enact laws, which are not only effective, but also legal. The New Jersey
State Municipal Land Use Law greatly
restricts the ability of municipalities to
enact sweeping zoning changes. Contrary to Mr. Jardim’s assertion, a town
cannot simply change front yard, side
yard and rear yard setbacks. Any
changes that are made must maintain
compatibility to the existing neighborhood scheme.
It is because of this state law that the
council undertook to examine and catalogue the existing property conditions
in all residential areas of town. After
reviewing this data with our town plan-

ner, we determined that any changes in
these areas would have great potential
to be overturned if challenged in court.
Also, at the debates, Mr. Jardim advocated for “development impact fees.”
These fees were a concept brought
about a number of years ago which
were challenged in court. Although this
was a creative concept when proposed,
these fees have been found to be unconstitutional by the New Jersey Supreme Court. In fact, they were quickly
discarded in the land use planning community deemed an unrealistic method
of minimizing the consequences of development.
I applaud Mr. Jardim for entering the
discussion on this very important issue. However, what he has failed to
disclose to the public is his legacy on
planning and land use. Some of the
very same ordinances, which this council has and will continue to work to fix,
were enacted when Mr. Jardim was
mayor. In particular, in 1998, then
Mayor Jardim supported the enactment
of the present Floor Area Ratio (FAR).
Mr. Jardim’s zoning ordinance contains a major flaw by failing to properly
define FAR. This has allowed developers to increase the size of new construction by hundreds and often more than
1000 square feet over what previously
existed, dramatically altering our neighborhoods.
Also, during Mr. Jardim’s tenure as
mayor, the Town of Westfield sold off
more than $1.7 million of developable
town property. It is many of these same
parcels of land that could have been
used as local neighborhood parks and
green spaces. Instead, these areas have
now been fully developed taking away
precious open spaces and natural buffers. (As an aside, it is these one-time
sales of town assets and another $1
million of our town’s “savings account,”
which were used by Mr. Jardim to
artificially reduce budget increases.)
While Mr. Jardim claims to be the
solution to our over-development problems, in fact, a review of his record
shows that he is partly the root cause of
our present situation.
I have worked with the mayor and
council to control this problem and
find it unfortunate that Mr. Jardim thinks
the solution is “easy.” The people of the
Town of Westfield can rest assured that
Mayor Skibitsky and the town council
will continue to work to protect the
character of our town by finding the
answers to these “difficult” questions.
Councilman Jim Foerst
Westfield

MASTER PUPPET...The Franklin PTO sponsored the Catskill Puppet Theater’s
performance of Hiawatha, a story based on the life of the Native American
Iroquois hero. Afterwards, puppeteer John Potocnik, pictured above, showed
students how the large, intricately crafted puppets are operated.

Richard Corman Named
President of Rutgers Hillel
WESTFIELD – Richard Corman
of Westfield has been appointed as
the new president of the board of
directors of Rutgers Hillel, the Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, serving nearly 5,000 Jewish students on
the Rutgers-New Brunswick campus.
Mr. Corman will secure, fund and
build a permanent home for Rutgers
Hillel on the campus.
“I have always felt that Jewish continuity is fostered during the college
years. Rutgers Hillel enriches the lives
of Jewish students and develops the
next generation of leaders,” Mr.
Corman noted.
Mr. Corman received his Bachelor
of Arts degree from Rutgers University in 1974, where he was also the
student president of Rutgers Hillel.
He received a national merit scholarship from the JCC (Jewish Community Center) Association of North
America and went on to earn a Master
of Social Work degree from the
Wurzweiler School of Social Work at
Yeshiva University.
He is a Rutgers parent. He and his
wife, Jean, have two sons, Ari and
David. Ari graduated Rutgers College in the Class of 2004, and was a
two-time member of the Hillel student board. Ari and his wife, Bracha,
live in Riverdale, N.Y. Their son,
David, is a senior at Rutgers College
and serves on the Hillel student board

as student president of the orthodox
community.
Mr. Corman will soon begin his
20th year as the executive director of
the JCC of Central New Jersey. During his tenure, the JCC has enjoyed
dramatic growth and witnessed the
completion of the Wilf Jewish Community Campus.
Mr. Corman has served as president of the New Jersey Association of
Jewish Communal Service. He has
also developed an Israel advocacy
Workshop that is being promoted as a
national initiative by the JCC Association of North America.
Mr. Corman succeeds Gerry Cantor
of Westfield as the president of Hillel.

WF’s Colby Fagin
Graduates Rutgers
WESTFIELD – Colby Fagin received
a Bachelors of Arts degree with honors
in Cell Biology and Neuroscience at
the Rutgers College Commencement
in May. Vice President of Pi Kappa
Alpha fraternity and a member of
Gamma Sigma Alpha National Greek
Honor Society and Alpha Epsilon Delta
Pre Medical Honor Society, he was a
2004 recipient of a UNC Chapel Hill
fellowship in virology. A 2001 WHS
graduate, he is a first-year medical student at UMDNJ Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School in Piscataway.

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.

The Colon & Rectal Physicians
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

If you are concerned about colon and rectal problems, you want the best colo-rectal screening
and treatment services possible. You want the most experienced doctors who can offer advanced,
innovative and successful treatments.

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.
Muhlenberg offers advanced minimally invasive surgery performed by a team of Board Certified
colo-rectal surgeons and has just opened a brand new advanced laparoscopic suite. This state-of-the-art
suite utilizes high definition equipment and a voice activated system allowing physicians and nurses
greater control over a surgical procedure.
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has one of the largest colo-rectal residency
programs on the East Coast. It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey.

WAKE UP!
SAVE
35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200

*

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different?
Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's finest materials.
Features like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and
eight-way hand-tied boxsprings assure the most durable and
luxurious comfort available. Plus right now, when you
purchase an Ultra Premium set, you'll also enjoy
extraordinary savings – and a great
instant rebate. Wake up and
count the savings.

3 DA
Y
LEFT S
!

Nearly half of all colorectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg.

Limited Time Only

Unparalleled knowledge and experience
Our group of surgeons has almost 100 years of combined experience. They have written and published
more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have been significant contributors
to medical textbooks on the subject.
For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-577-4424.

BANCROFT

CRYSTAL

SUGG. SALE

$240 $119
FULL EA. PC. $360 $189
TWIN EA. PC.

SUGG.

$350
FULL EA. PC. $470
QUEEN SET $1120
KING SET
$1630
TWIN EA. PC.

SAVOY*

JADE
SUGG.

SALE

$189
$249
$599
$899

$450
FULL EA. PC. $580
$1420
QUEEN SET
$2110
KING SET
TWIN EA. PC.

SUGG.

SALE

$249
$319
$799
$1179

$950
FULL EA. PC. $1150
QUEEN SET $2520
KING SET
$3600
TWIN EA. PC.

SOFT CLOUD*

SALE

REBATE †

$529
$649
$1399
$1999

$516
$624
$1324
$1899

TWIN SET
FULL SET.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

SUGG.

SALE

REBATE †

$2840
$3360
$3960
$5400

$1599
$1899
$2199
$2999

$1549
$1824
$2099
$2799

*Applies to Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles). †After rebate prices for purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. Savings off Sugg. Retail.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • S UNDAY 1-5
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SPFHS To Inaugurate
Distinguished Hall Of Fame

BLOWN AWAY…The College Woman’s Club of Westfield will host a cut-a-thon
at Salon Visage, 240-44 North Avenue, second floor, located across from the train
station, on Sunday, November 6 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Proceeds will benefit the
club’s scholarship fund. Above, John Manso of Salon Visage works on Jill Sitcer,
board member of The College Woman’s Club of Westfield.

Local Salon to Raise Monies
For WF Scholarship Fund
WESTFIELD — The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield will host
a cut-a-thon at Salon Visage, 240-44
North Avenue, second floor, located
across from the train station, on Sunday, November 6 from 10 a.m. until 4
p.m. Proceeds will benefit the club’s
scholarship fund.
Haircuts will be available on a walkin basis, for a minimum donation of
$25 to the CWC scholarship fund.
The salon will have 15 stylists working all day for the charitable event.
Club members will be on hand to
collect cash payment or checks, made
payable to the CWC of Westfield.
Credit cards cannot be accepted.
In addition, Quiet Moments, the
spa located in the Salon Visage, will

take customers for half-hour facials
with skin consultation for $25, and
waxing for $10. Appointments may
be made for the spa services only, by
calling (908) 233-2726. The spa’s
owner will donate all proceeds to the
scholarship fund as well.
In May, the CWC awarded $28,500
in scholarships to nine qualified young
women for their college educations.
Club President Jennifer Jaruzelski
said, “I want to thank Salon Visage
owners John Manso, Robert Rivell,
and Albert Cesario and their employees for so generously donating their
services for this worthwhile event.
We hope to have lots of fun while
raising money for next year’s scholarship applicants.”

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch PlainsFanwood High School will inaugurate the school’s long-awaited “Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame”
when it holds the first annual induction ceremony on Tuesday, November 15 at 7 p.m. the event will take
place on the second floor of the
school’s Media Center, and will be
followed by an SPFHS Alumni Association meeting at 7:30 p.m.
The SPFHS “Distinguished Alumni
Hall of Fame” recognizes outstanding graduates of the school who have
excelled in the fields of art, business,
education, literature, medicine, military, athletics, law and science, or
have contributed to the betterment of
the community or society. The individuals selected as charter members
of the new Hall of Fame include Carol
Bellamy, Donald DiFrancesco,
Renaldo Skeets Nehemiah, Linda
Stender, and Jean Burgdorff.
Carol Bellamy, a 1959 graduate of
the high school, was appointed executive director of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in
1995 and was re-appointed in 1999.
Prior to her UNICEF appointment,
Ms. Bellamy served as the director of
the Peace Corps beginning in 1993.
She served five years in the New York
State Senate. In 1978, she was the
first woman to be named president of
the New York City Council.
Donald DiFrancesco is a 1962
graduate of SPFHS. He was elected
to the New Jersey State Assembly in

1976 and moved to the State Senate in
1979. He served as the Senate President for 10 years and was the Acting
Governor of New Jersey for 11
months.
Renaldo Nehemiah, a 1977 SPFHS
graduate, set four world records in
1979 as a hurdler and is considered
by many to be the best hurdler of all
time. He was the first person to break
the 13-second barrier in the 110-meter
hurdles. Mr. Nehemiah joined the San
Francisco 49ers pro football team as
a wide receiver in 1982 and played in
the NFL for five years. He was on the
1984 Super Bowl Champion team.
Jean Burgdorff, a 40s graduate of
SPFHS, was a co-founder of
Burgdorff Realtors in 1958. Her company has evolved into a major force in
the New Jersey real estate market,
providing outstanding service to its
customers. Burgdorff Realtors has
grown into a 700-agent company with
16 offices throughout Northern and
Central New Jersey.
Linda Stender, a 1969 SPFHS
graduate, served as a Union County
Freeholder from 1994-2002 and was
Mayor of Fanwood from 1992-95,
having served on the Fanwood Borough Council from 1988-90. Ms.
Stender has served in the New Jersey
General Assembly since 2002.
Nominations for 2006 Hall of Fame
inductees will be opened in the near
future, with further details to be published on the SPFHS website at
www.spfk12.org/spfhs/.

Is Your Child’s Math Grade
Not Adding Up?
KnowledgePoints Can Make The Difference
Math • Reading • Study Skills
If You Think All Tutors Are The Same
Here Are A Few Reasons To Call Us:
• Affordable Prices
• No Long Term Commitments
• Individualized Instruction
• Integration With Your Child’s Classroom Teacher
• PROVEN RESULTS Backed By Our Guarantee Of Success
• Motivational System That Really Works
Report Card Special
One Month Free Tutoring
50% Off Diagnostic Assessment
New Clients Only
Expires 11/30/05

409 Park Ave.
15 Park Ave.
Scotch Plains
Madison
908.322.1220 973.377.5530
www.knowledgepoints.com

EXXON GRANT…McKinley School in Westfield is this year’s recipient of the
Exxon Educational Alliance Grant. Westfield Exxon Tiger Mart owner Joe Faris
presented the $500 check to McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski. Attending the
check presentation with Mr. Faris and Mrs. Andreski are McKinley students (left
to right) Jack Frey, Tessa Reagan, Hermes Suen and Sabrina Cavanagh.

Kerins, Perch Receive
Scholarships at F&M
WESTFIELD – Edward Kerins
and Sarah Perch of Westfield, firstyear students at Franklin & Marshall
College, has been named a Klein
Scholar.
The Klein Scholar Program recognizes students who have demonstrated excellence in challenging
high school curriculum and have
contributed to their school and community in significant and positive
ways. The scholarship is for $5,000
a year, and may be renewed for up to
eight semesters of study.
Both are 2005 graduates of
Westfield High School. Edward is
the son of Sally and John Kerins and
Sarah is the daughter of Donna and
Murray.

TV-36 Features Show
For Soph. Parents
WESTFIELD –Sophomore Parents Night, which was held on October 18 at Westfield High School,
was taped and will be televised on
TV-36 from through Thursday, November 17. Sophomore Parents
Night was sponsored by the guidance department and led by consultant Donald Dickason.
Topics included preparation for
the college search process and insights into the decision process that
colleges make. Mr. Dickason is a
former admissions director for
Cornell, Pennsylvania State and
Drexel universities.
He also addressed the role of
counselors and answered questions
from parents of sophomores. This
meeting will be aired on TV-36
through November 17 on: Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Thursdays at 2 p.m. and 10 p.m., Saturdays at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m., and
Sundays at 4 p.m. For a complete
schedule of programming, check
the Westfield Public Schools web
site at www.westfieldnjk12.org.

See It All On
www.goleader.com

Weekdays 10-10 • Weekends 10-12

908-654-9600
184 ELM STREET • WESTFIELD NJ 07090

“WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK”…School One students responded to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District’s Hurricane Relief Project, donating 737 items to
the victims of Hurricane Katrina. Donations ranged from school supplies and
toothbrushes to cash for shipping and personal notes written by School One
students. The items will be packed into donated backpacks and sent to students
in the affected area as part of the larger district effort. Pictured are School One
students Carla Pizzutiello, Ryan Lo, Nathanial Harris, Maggie Richard (front
row) and Angelina Pizzutiello, Anna Close, Matthew Sass, Connor Kelly and
Tessa DeMaria (back row) displaying some of the donations.

SP-F Students Respond To
Hurricane Katrina Disaster
SCOTCH PLAINS – Three weeks
of intensive efforts by students and
families in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Public Schools to respond to the needs
of Gulf Coast residents following in
the wake of Hurricane Katrina concluded on Thursday evening, October 20, with the broadcast of a live
benefit telethon from Scotch PlainsFanwood High School.
The telethon, which was sponsored
by the SPFHS Students Concerned
for the Needy (SCN) organization,
was broadcast on TV-34, the Scotch
Plains community access cable channel, and featured a variety of activities during the fundraiser including
a talent show, local bands, a facultystudent volleyball game, an auction,
and a food court for those taking
part.
Earlier in September and October,
SCN members joined with the SPFHS
Social Studies Department in cooperation with the national organization “Do Something” to lead a district-wide “We’ve Got Your Back”
school supply drive. Students from
all eight district schools collected
backpacks, school supplies, personal
care products, and nutritious snacks
for schools in Pearlington, Miss.,
home district to two students who
had temporarily relocated in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood following Hurricane
Katrina.
In addition, SCN sponsored a health
kit drive, collecting washcloths and
towels, toothpaste and brushes, BandAids and shampoo, to be forwarded
to shelters housing displaced hurricane victims. The students also sponsored an emergency food drive to
collect non-perishable foodstuffs to
be shipped to the hurricane-affected
areas through the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey.
In other activities in the district,
middle school students conducted

McKinley School
Receives Edu. Grant
WESTFIELD – McKinley School
in Westfield is this year’s recipient of
the Exxon Educational Alliance
Grant. Westfield Exxon Tiger Mart
owner Joe Faris presented the $500
check to McKinley Principal Claudia
Andreski last week in the presence of
students who thanked him for his
firm’s generosity.
The grant funds will be used to
purchase books for the guided reading groups, which are comprised of
students who are grouped together by
interest and content of materials.
“The grant enables us to supplement the Language Arts reading curriculum by providing more books for
all level readers,” explained Mrs.
Andreski.

fundraisers to support the American
Red Cross and Habitat for Humanity.
Elementary students sponsored a
walk-a-thon, held a clothing drive,
and conducted a book drive to help an
elementary school rebuild its school
and classroom libraries. Students
wrote cards and letters with messages of hope and encouragement to
students and adults in Gulfport, Miss.
Students also created paper cranes
or other origami animals to be sent to
the Gulf region as a symbol of hope,
based on an idea from the children’s
book, “Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.” Students did home chores
to raise money; others held classroom change collections and had the
funds matched by the Independence
Savings Bank of Fanwood.
Teachers also joined the effort by
collecting teacher supplies in cooperation with the Union County Education Association and Target, to be
distributed in the disaster area. These
efforts by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school community exemplify the SPF schools’ rich tradition of being responsive and supportive to the needs
of others, and prompted Superintendent of Schools Carol Choye to comment, “I am so proud of our entire
school community for their continued compassion and generosity.”

Local Residents Earn
2006 National Merit
AREA – Pingry Headmaster Nat
Conard recently congratulated local
seniors Nicholas Kasten of Fanwood,
Rachel Van Wert of Scotch Plains and
Caitlin Jennings of Westfield who
were recently commended by the
2006 National Merit Scholarship Program.
These students are recognized for
their academic performance and demonstration of future academic success. A letter of commendation from
the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation, which conducts
the program, will be presented to
these seniors.

Board Of Ed To
Discuss Enrollment
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will hold a
public meeting on Tuesday, November 1, at 8 p.m. in Room 105 at
302 Elm Street.
The agenda will include a report
by Superintendent of Schools William Foley, who will discuss current and projected enrollment in
the Westfield Public Schools. A
complete agenda of the meeting
will be available on Friday, October 28 at www.westfieldnjk12.org.
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Jennifer Evans to Be Model
In Morristown-Beard Show
WESTFIELD –Westfield resident
Jennifer Evans, a senior at
Morristown-Beard School, will be
featured as a model in the school’s

WF Student Volunteers
Through Ct. College

POPS AND PUMPKINS…Westfield High School senior Julia Nelson gets ready
to deliver handmade chocolate lollipops and fall pumpkins to the less fortunate as
a community service endeavor. All items are donated to a homeless shelter
through St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

Mr. Fermi to Give Lecture
On U.S. Military Records
WESTFIELD – “Uncle Sam Wants Metropolitan area and has been perYou” will be the title of a lecture to be forming in-depth family history regiven Saturday, November 12, at 10 search since 1989.
a.m. for the GenealogiHe recently spoke to
cal Society of the West
the Genealogical Society
Fields at the Westfield
of the West Fields on
Memorial Library, loEuropean immigration
cated at 550 East Broad
during the peak periods
Street in Westfield.
of the 19th and early 20th
Larry Fermi will
centuries.
give a talk on 20th cenMr. Fermi is a member
tury military draft regof the Monmouth County
istration records for
Genealogical Society, the
World War I and World
Association of ProfesWar II, and casualty
sional Genealogists, the
lists for World War II,
National Genealogical
the Korean Conflict
Society, the GenealogiLarry Fermi
and the Vietnam War.
cal Speakers Guild and
He also will discuss
the Genealogical Society
other records and sources of informa- of New Jersey.
tion pertaining to those who served in
The public is invited to hear Mr.
the United States military during the Fermi’s talk. There is no admission
for the meeting and refreshments will
20th century.
Mr. Fermi is a speaker on basic be served. For additional informaand advanced genealogy and related tion, please call Elizabeth Youngs at
subjects in the greater New York (908) 276-7104.

WESTFIELD – Dana Zichlin, a
freshman at Connecticut College, is
serving as a volunteer for the Art
Program through the Office of Volunteers for Community Service
(OVCS) at her school. OVCS teaches
students about community engagement and the best practices of participation. A 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School, Dana is the
daughter of Bonnie Rusinek and Richard Zichlin of Westfield.
The Art Program is a collaboration between Centro de la
Comunidad and OVCS. Centro
brings a group of children to the
college campus for a weekly art session designed to assist youngsters in
expressing their emotions and feelings in a non-violent and sociallyacceptable way through art. College
students teach art skills in a variety
of mediums.

Zubizarreta Chosen As
Presidential Scholar
WESTFIELD – Nicole Zubizarreta,
a first-year student from Westfield,
was named a Presidential Scholar at
Franklin & Marshall College.
The Presidential Scholarship, established in 1993, is a merit-based
award offered to high-achieving students in Franklin & Marshall’s applicant pool. Presidential Scholars receive a $7,500 tuition scholarship,
renewable for each of three subsequent years at college.
Nicole, a 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School, is the daughter of Lucia Zubizarreta.

Students Paint Mural
At Crossroads School
WATCHUNG – Cathy Sun and
Victoria Ryan, seniors at Mount Saint
Mary’s Academy in Watchung,
painted a mural for the Crossroads
School in Westfield. The mural, inspired by the book “Rainbow Fish”
by Marcus Pfister, was painted on
one wall of the motor skills room.
The girls donated their time and were
honored by staff and students on October 12 at the school.
Pictured in the photograph to the
left are Janette Catalano, physical
therapist at Crossroads; Cathy Sun,
Michael Kowalski, principal at Crossroads; Victoria Ryan and Victoria’s
mother, Ann Ryan.

Flu Clinic to Be Held Today;
Health Fair Set for Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Regional Health Department will conduct a flu clinic today, Thursday, October 27, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building Court
Room, located at 425 East Broad Street.
The vaccine will be distributed on
a first-come, first-served basis. Medicare eligible individuals are asked to
bring their card with them. The following are considered priority groups
to receive the flu vaccine:
Persons age 65 and older, with and
without chronic health conditions;
residents of long-term care facilities;
those age two to 64 with chronic
health conditions; children age six to
23 months; pregnant women; health
care personnel who provide direct

patient care; household contacts and
out-of-home caregivers of children
age six months and younger.
The clinic is open to residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield and Westfield exclusively.
Proof of residency is required.
Additionally, the health department
will host its fall health fair this Saturday, October 29, from 8:30 a.m. to
noon at Roselle Park High School,
located at 185 West Webster Avenue.
The fair will feature health screenings and blood work tests for residents of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield and
Westfield who have pre-registered.

annual fashion show fundraiser on
Monday, November 7. This year’s
fundraiser, “Passport to Paris,” is
hosted by the Morristown-Beard
School Parents’ Association and will
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Parsippany Hilton, located at 1 Hilton
Court in Parsippany. The public is
invited to attend.
A Morristown-Beard tradition, the
Fall Fashion Show will feature the
school’s seniors, along with professional models. Tickets are $75 per
person, or $90 for patron tickets.
Past events have funded educational enhancements that fall outside
the school’s normal operating budget, such as defibrillators, media and
lab equipment and interactive Smart
Boards. For further information,
please call the MBS development office at (973) 539-3032.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
goleader.com

Jennifer Evans

SP-F Grad Serves As
University Tour Guide
SCOTCH PLAINS – Erin
Breznitsky of Scotch Plains is serving as a student tour guide at
Susquehanna University.
To become a tour guide, students
go through an application process
and an interview session with admissions staff. If selected, a rigorous
training session taught by veteran
tour guides and members of the admissions team is also required.
Throughout the semester, tour guides
give a minimum of two tours per
week, in addition to assisting at special events such as open houses. The
tour guides are responsible for showing prospective students and their
families around the Susquehanna
campus and answering any questions that the students or families
may have.
Erin, a senior writing major, is a
2002 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School and the daughter of Thomas and Lynda Breznitsky.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Custody · Child Support
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I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

RACE FOR THE CURE...McKinley moms Sandi Seablom, Theresa Brown,
Laura Labrozzi and Lorna Donnelly pose at the closing ceremonies October 2 on
pier 17 at the South Street Seaport in lower Manhattan. The women are wearing
the T-shirts they just received for completing the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer.

Four McKinley Mothers
Walk To Find Cancer Cure
WESTFIELD – Four mothers of
McKinley Elementary School second
graders banded together in the fight
against breast cancer to participate,
among 2,700 walkers, in the two-day
Avon Walk for Breast Cancer that took
place October 1 and 2 in NewYork City.
The event raised over $7 million.
Since their initial fund-raising campaign kickoff in March, teammates
Lorna Donnelly, Laura Labrozzi,
Theresa Brown and Sandi Seablom
raised a team total of over $10,200.
Together, they completed the 26.2mile marathon walk around NewYork
City, taking in the views of the South
Street Seaport, Manhattan’s west side,
the George Washington Bridge,
Randal’s Island and over both the
Manhattan and Brooklyn Bridges.
The mothers all agreed it was a
moving experience they were proud
to be a part of. Anyone wishing to

make a donation on behalf of the
McKinley Moms or to find out more
about the Avon Breast Cancer charities may visit avonwalk.org., then
click on New York 2005 and type in
any one of the moms named above.
Donations are tax deductible.

Westfield Student
Performs in Cabaret
WESTFIELD – Erica Cenci, Class
of 2006 at Muhlenberg College, will
perform in the college’s production
of Cabaret tomorrow, Friday, October 28, through Sunday, November
6. Erica plays the role of a Kit Kat Girl
in the production.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC
Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella
Criminal Defense - Federal & State
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

The Chelsea at Fanwood cordially invites you to their

Pumpkin Painting Party
Come Join our Residents for an Intergenerational Pumpkin Painting
Party – Come dressed in your favorite costume and paint a pumpkin
with us! Refreshments will be served!
WHEN: Friday, October 28
TIME:
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
WHERE: THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD
295 South Avenue
Fanwood
908-654-5200

Open to the Public – Please join us for this fun afternoon – Everyone is welcomed!

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Established 1939

Looking For Old Fashioned
Custom Cut Meats?

TRY US!
Westfield Memorial Library
November 2005 Events
Closed November 11 for Veterans’ Day & November 24 for Thanksgiving

ADULT PROGRAMS
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 9
Nov 10
Nov 15
Nov 15
Nov 16
Nov 18
Nov 28
Nov 30
Dec 1

10:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
1:00 PM
1:00 PM
7:00 PM
10:00 AM
1:00 & 7:00 PM
10:00 AM
1:00 PM
2:00 PM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM

Business and Investment Resources
Computer Basics I
Editors of the Encyclopedia of New Jersey
TGIF: Movie: Annie Get Your Gun
Computer Basics II
SCORE: Starting a Consulting Business
Travel, Travel, Travel
Film: Since Otar Left
Computer Basics III
TGIF: Voices and Visions: Robert Frost
Christmas Entertainment from Austria
Your Library 24/7
Concert and Discussion of Holiday Songs
with Guitarist Phillip Lester

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Subscribe or Renew Online!
www.goleader.com/subscribe

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times

Nov 1 & 8 10:00 AM
Nov 2 & 9 10:00 AM
Nov 3
10:00 AM
Nov 4 & 10 10:00 AM
Nov 4
3:15 AM
Nov 5
10:00 AM
Nov 7
7:00 PM
Nov 18
3:15 PM

Mother Goose Group (up to 2½)*
Tots’ Storytime (2½-3½ yrs.)*
Preschool Storytime (3½-5 yrs)
Baby Rhyme Time (babies)*
Origami Workshop (3rd grade & up)
Chess Club (knowledge of chess piece moves)
Pajama Storytime (2½ & up w/ families)
Wayside School Stories (K & up)

All programs are free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders. Pre-registration or age
restrictions may apply to some programs. Call the library for further information.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

Personalized Service by Our Expert Staff!
“VINNIE & NICK L
OSA
VIO”
LOSA
OSAVIO”
“CHARLIE” from J & M Market
“ST
AN” from Herbs Market
“STAN”
“ROBERT” from O’Connors Meat Market
“JOE” from Baltucci’s in N.Y.C.
“P
AUL
” from Expert Meat Cutters
“PA
UL”

“Fresh Hamburger Delivered Daily”
Now Being Served at
the Stage House Tavern

New Jersey
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John
’s hambur
gers “BEST” in New Jersey
John’s
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Lady Blue Devils Grab Fourth
State Group 4 Tennis Crown
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After handily grabbing the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 title on
October 17, the Westfield High School
girls’ tennis team captured the
NJSIAA/Thor Guard Group 4 crown
with a victory over No.10 East
Brunswick on October 19 at Mercer
County Park in West Windsor.
The 21-0 Blue Devils, ranked No. 5
in The Star-Ledger, won four of five
flights to claim its fourth group title.
First, Blue Devil single player Nikki
Reich breezed through her match, stopping East Brunswick’s Anne Tarasova,

6-4, 6-2, and junior Lane Maloney
(25-0) easily thumped Kristina Mehle,
6-2, 6-2, at third singles.
“I have been really happy with the
way the team played along with my
play,” said Maloney. “As to my game
plan, basically I like to hit the ball
hard and flat and deep, so that’s kind
of hard to return. Hopefully, I can
keep my undefeated title.”
The Blue Devils’ undefeated, 21-0,
first-doubles pair of Lisa Aliche and
Jessica Bender extinguished Lori
Seidman and Mirjam Jasiak, 6-1, 6-1.
“It really has been a very successful year. All of us have really come
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together. We’re very supportive of
each other and that’s one of the biggest reasons why we’re undefeated,”
said senior Co-Captain Bender.
“We’re very encouraging and we all
have the same goals and determinations; therefore, I believe we may be
able to accomplish our goal of winning states. As to the match, Aliche’s
strengths are probably her serves and
she has a good net game, while I have
the big forehand and my ground
strokes are pretty big. We carry each
other through to each point we serve
up. Together, we’re pretty much unCONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEMONSTRATING A SIGN OF UNITY…The Blue Devil varsity boys extend their hands in a show of unity prior to the
Watchung Conference championship race. The Blue Devils were victorious.

PERRELLA WINS IN 15:43, ONE SECOND OFF RECORD

Blue Devil XC Boys Capture
Watchung Conference Crown
By Q. T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STATE GROUP 4 TENNIS CHAMPIONS…The Westfield girls’ tennis team clinched its fourth NJSIAA/Thor Guard
Group 4 title on October 19. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jessica Bender, Lane Maloney and Lindsay Goldberg;
back row, Rachel Louie, Nikki Reich, Lisa Aliche, Meredith Kender, Kim Morawski and head coach Ed Tirone.

HAMBLETON, BENCIVENGO EXHAUST COUGARS

Soccer Raiders Wear Down
Cranford Girls, 2-0, in UCT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Allie Hambleton and Alana
Bencivengo both hit the mark two
minutes apart in the first half to guide
the fourth-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls’ soccer
team to a 2-0 victory over Cranford in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament at Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights on
October 23.
“The last couple of years, we didn’t
have much luck in the quarterfinals,
but today they came out very determined. They have been playing well
and they’re ready to go,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing. “We wanted
to play aggressive, play the ball to feet,
play good possession and really put
pressure on their defense. That was
our plan and I think we did that today.
We had a lot of shots, (16) and a good
number of corner kicks. Hambleton
and Kelly Rigano really have stepped
it up the past several weeks by control-

ling things, along with midfielders
Lisa Camarda. Also, Meaghan Kelly,
Colleen LaForge, Julie Meurer and
Kim Appezalo. They control the
midfield and that’s the difference.
They’re really stepping up to the task
and it’s a real team effort.”
Early on, the Raiders made the
Cougars nervous by hustling up and
down field, winning 50-50 balls and
wrecking Cranford’s offensive game
plan. Junior goalie Lauren Mains,
although not threatened much
throughout the game, made five outstanding saves when it really counted.
With both teams professing a strong
offensive philosophy, something had
to give and the Raiders succeeded.
With 20 minutes remaining in the
first half, junior midfielder Hambleton
ripped a shot from 25-yards out into
the upper right hand corner of the net.
“We knew that Cranford is one of
the best teams in the county. We played
them last week, came up with a big
win and I think that helped us,” said
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OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 30th • 1-4PM

Hambleton. “Whenever we had the
ball, our goal was to get it into the net.
That was everyone’s mentality and it
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Jeff Perrella was flying solo after
the first mile and crossed first in a
near course record time of 15:43 to
lead the Westfield High School boys
cross-country team to the Watchung
Conference (WC) National Division
title on the 3.2-mile course at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 20. The course record of 15:42
was set in 1998 by Cranford’s Tim
Styler, now coaching the Cougars.
Perrella easily shook the monkey
off his back – Cougar Joe McKenney
– after the first mile and zoomed down
the shoot toward the finish line with no
competitor in sight. McKenney finally
crossed 54 seconds later with a time of
16:37. By comparison, last year (October 21), McKenney, on his 16th birthday, beat out Perrella by one second,
16:04-16:05, to win the WC individual
title, then also placed first in the Union
County race while Perrella crossed
second.
Perrella’s time, however, was a
Westfield High School record on that
course.
“It was around the two-mile point
that I began to pull away from him,”
said Perrella. “I came in here with a

goal of running 15:50. I didn’t know
if I could even get under 16 minutes,
so I kept pushing myself and was
thinking 15:50 all the way. I let up
around the two-and-a-half point and I
said, ‘What am I doing, Jeff? What
am I doing?’ I was starting to feel
tired and was hurting a little bit, so I
said, ‘15:50 Jeff! 15:50!’ I tried to run
after that as hard as I could.”
Perrella also has to wrestle with his

considering which college to select –
Yale, William and Mary or Cornell
University. “Right now, it’s pretty
much neck-and-neck among those
three. I am visiting Cornell this weekend and I have visited the other two
already. After this visit, I will put
everything into perspective.”
The key to the team victory, however, was Westfield’s ability to place
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential
- Construction
Weichert
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Open Sunday 1:00—4:00

Weic he r t

Open House: Sun. 10/30 12-4PM

14 Fields Lane, Scotch Plains
Beautiful Colonial in desirable Stirling Chase. This home features
4 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths. The first floor layout has a wonderful
flow for great entertaining. The Eat-In Kitchen opens to a Family
Room with fireplace. Sliders open to deck overlooking in ground
pool. There is a laundry room on the first floor. The second floor
has a large Master Bedroom with large closets as well as three
nice sized bedrooms. Professional landscaping adds to the beauty
of this home. Offered at $799,000 WSF0917

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

LOL A REED

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-313-0109

WESTFIELD . . . This beautiful well maintained home is on a
tree lined street only a short distance to 3 parks. It features an
updated kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths and offers plenty of
room for a growing family. Resurfaced oak floors glow in the
bright living and dining rooms. A large sunny family room,
laundry room and 1/2 bath are on the ground level. A privacy
fence surrounds a landscaped level backyard. DIR: Central Ave.
to Cambridge rt on Boynton #1435. $633,900 (052000668)

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Invite David in,
and he’ll bring results!

Radiating elegance, this Cranford Center Hall Colonial envelops
you with a classic ambiance derived from hardwood floors,
moldings, archways & sun-catching windows. Entertain graciously in the living room with fireplace & formal dining room
with walk-in bay window. Warming your heat are lovely private
spaces including a family room and newer eat-in kitchen. The
master bedroom with side-by-side wall closets, main bath and
generous bedrooms craft a delightful second floor. Enhancing
this handsome setting is a marvelous backyard with deck a rec
room with built-ins and a picturesque cul-de-sac location. Presented for $649,500. Dir: Brookside to Orchard to Indian Spring
For additional information or your private tour call...

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
(908) 233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977 - 2004

David Ackerman
weichert.com
WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065
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Devil’s Den

KRATKY SCORES 1ST GOAL, SEAMON SCORES NEXT

Harbaugh, Yarusi and WHS ‘D’
Help Make a Tough Choice Easy

UC Viking Soccer Boys Stun
Blue Devils, 2-0, in Counties
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirteen turned out not to be an
unlucky number as the fifth-seeded
Union Catholic High School boys
soccer team improved its record to
14-0 with a 2-0 victory over fourthseeded Westfield in the quarterfinals
of the Union County Tournament at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
October 22.
After a scoreless, but fast-paced
first half, the pace stepped up even
more in the second half but remained
scoreless until Viking forward Brian

Kratky headed in a corner kick from
Danny Rodrigues with 21:52 remaining and senior Mike Seamon drilled a
direct kick into the lower left corner
with 19:11 remaining.
“It was a great placed ball by D Rod.
It couldn’t have gotten any better. The
defender pushed up marking Mike
and it gave me an opportunity to get
my head on the ball and find the corner,” explained Kratky, who normally
has acted as a disruptor to opposing
defenses so as to set up Seamon.
Now with 71 career goals, Seamon,
who has been extremely accurate with

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY TALENTED PLAYERS…Mike Seamon, top, has scored 26 goals this
season and holds the Vikings’ all-time career total of 71. Below, Blue Devil Tom
Taylor demonstrates fine foot control.

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

his shots, said, “Anywhere from inside 25 yards, I have practiced them
my whole life. Since I was a little kid,
in my backyard with little nets, I
would just shoot and shoot and shoot.
I developed the ability to curve the
ball, to hit liners right at the corners.
It’s really paid off. With my club
team, I take almost every free kick
and penalty kick.”
Prior to the game, Seamon and
Rodrigues also have developed a scoring combination drill. “Before every
game we have our own ritual. He
crosses it. I do two sessions in a row
where I trap and shoot. I do onetimers after that and then we do other
warm up shots,” Seamon said.
The Blue Devil defense was successful putting the pinch on Seamon,
who came into the game with 70
career goals and 25 for the season but
the Viking defense responded just as
well to reject penetration.
“Joe (Oliveira) and his team played
a great game. We shut Seamon down.
Our defense played wonderfully. We
made a bad play in the attacking third
that resulted in them getting numbers
up on us and then Seamon had an
awesome restart,” commented Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.
The Blue Devils did manage to
ripple the Vikings’ netting twice in
the second half; however, neither shots
were of any consequence because
whistles to stop action had already
been blown by the referee.
The Vikings took 10 shots on goal
and the Blue Devils totaled seven
although, of the four Vikings’ shots
and the two Blue Devils’ shots taken
in the first half, none posed a serious
scoring threat. Blue Devil goalie Greg
O’Brien made three saves and Viking
goalie Chris Vargas also made three.
Both teams had two corner kicks.
“I am very, very proud of them.
Even though they have been winning, their heads have not been big,”
said Viking Head Coach Joe
DeOliveira. “They have always been
focusing on the next game, focusing
on the next game. It’s not about the
coaching if you don’t have the kids.
It’s their personalities. That’s what
wins games.”
“These guys are great! We come
out pumped up for every game. They
know what they are doing. They don’t
mess around on the field. It’s a great
team chemistry and that’s how we
win games,” said Kratky.
The Vikings will face top-seeded
Elizabeth at Williams Field in Elizabeth this Saturday, October 29, at 8
p.m.
Union Catholic
Westfield

0
0

2
0

2
0

Life is nothing if it’s not a series of
choices that have to be made — some
much tougher than others.
Coke or Pepsi? (Dr Pepper)
Beta or VHS? (Definitely Beta)
Ginger or Mary Ann? (Mary Ann)
Beatles or Stones? (early Stones, later
Beatles)
Van Hagar or Van Lee Roth (Van
Hagar, not even close)
I faced another of those major life
choices this weekend. Massillon (Ohio)
rolled Eastlake North, 49-14, last week
and will take a 9-0 record into Saturday’s
monster showdown against archrival
Canton McKinley, which is also 9-0.
Since going out for Massillon’s opener
in late August, I’d planned on catching
the McKinley game and being in the
crowd of 20,000-plus that will rock
Fawcett Stadium in Canton.
After all, WHS brings an 0-6 record
into Saturday’s game against oncebeaten Irvington at Gary Kehler Stadium. But a funny thing has happened.
Although WHS continues to struggle on
offense, I’ve totally enjoyed watching
the Devil defense as it gets better and
better each week.
So, I’m gonna skip MassillonMcKinley because, to be honest, I’d
rather watch Will Harbaugh, Ryan
Yarusi, Cowles Stewart, Matt Ince, John
Dugan and Co. Now if there was just
some way to get the town of Westfield
and the WHS student body similarly
interested. When last Friday’s game
started at Union, there were less than
100 people in the WHS stands. By halftime that figure had swelled to 150,
counting band parents and some Union
students getting lessons from the WHS
cheerleaders.
(A half hour after the game, my drive
home showed at least 150 high school
kids hanging out around the Rialto theatre downtown.)
The weather wasn’t the greatest Friday night, but the rain had stopped long
before game time. It was cool, but not
cold. And we were playing Union! There
were some WHS kids there with painted
faces, and there was an amazing section
of WHS moms — led by the very spirited Jocelyn Shaffer — to keep
everybody’s spirits up.
The Blue Devils’ defense gives them
a chance to play with the big teams left
on their schedule — Irvington, Elizabeth, a consolation game, and Plainfield.
First-year defensive coordinator Ken
Miller mixed his defenses against Union,
starting with a 5-2-4 and switching to
the 4-4-3. With pass-happy Irvington
coming to town Saturday, look for more
5-2-4, which gives WHS’s ball-hawking secondary — corners Jayshawn King
and Marcus Graham, safeties Terrell
Rogers and Will Jenkins — a chance to
add to their interception totals. Hopefully, the true WHS fans, not just the
fair-weather fans, will come out to watch.
PS: For those of you wondering, my
Neshaminy Redskins put on a wet and
wild exhibition last Saturday at Heart-

break Ridge. Ranked No. 2 in Pennsylvania, Neshaminy steamrolled topranked North Penn, 41-13, led by 5-8,
160-pound tailback Jarred Kenney’s 220
yards rushing and four touchdowns.
THE WORD(S)
Last week we mentioned how cool it
would be to have the football team members gather in front of the band after a
victory and one of the captains — Cowles
Stewart, Nick DeRosa or Andrew Shaffer
— or maybe a star of the game gets on
the podium and leads the band and the
fans in the singing of the school song.
Then it came to me that maybe not many
people know the words to the song. So,
in advance of Saturday’s anticipated
first singing of the alma mater after a
huge win over Irvington, here are the
words, to the first verse:
Westfield, dear Westfield, we sing to
you
We praise you always for the many
things you do
Schools know your reputation, we
won’t let it fall
Westfield Victorious! The champions
of all
STATE CHAMPIONS!
The WHS girls tennis team got the
2005-06 school year off to a great start
last week, winning the state Group 4
title at Mercer County Park in West
Windsor.
It was the first state title for the girls
since 1994, coach Ed Tirone’s first year
at the helm, when the team reached the
Tournament of Champions semifinals
before falling to Ramapo. WHS did win
a sectional title in 1996, but this was the
first since then, too.
WHS beat Vineland 4-1 in the Group
4 semifinals then knocked off East
Brunswick 4-1 in the final. They then
beat Montclair Kimberley Academy,
4.5-1.5 to face top-seeded Holmdel in
the state final yesterday.
Tirone’s club is solid, top to bottom,
or maybe we should say bottom to top.
Through the Group 4 final, WHS’s two
doubles teams were undefeated for the
year. Senior captains Lisa Aliche and
Jessica Bender — both former singles
players — were 21-0 at first doubles,
and senior Rachael Louie and sophomore Kim Morawski were 19-0 at second doubles.
The singles players are all juniors —
the solid, reliable Nikki Reich at No. 1,
feisty Lindsay Goldberg, an excellent
volleyist, at No. 2 and the coolly efficient (and unbeaten) Lane Maloney, one
of the state’s top third singles players.
DEN TRIVIA
Can you name the lineup for the WHS
girls tennis team that won the 1994 state
Group 4 title?
IN THE E-MAIL
Got an e-mail last week from former
WHS pitching star Greg Chlan (Class of
’65), who talked about his eight years in
minor league baseball (including three
years at Triple A Omaha), the 1964
American Legion season when Westfield
finished second to Brooklawn, and the

great Greater Newark Tournament
games under coach Norm Koury.
“The ’65 (WHS baseball) team was
scoring-challenged (only Bobby Flynn
at .325 and Ken Brix at .299 hit over .215
among the regulars on a 19-8 team!) and
our best offense was the squeeze bunt,”
Chlan wrote. “Mr. Koury would set up
our pitching machine about 40 feet from
home plate, adjust the setting to high and
tight, and we would take our turns getting
down bunts. The 12-inning 2-1 win (in
the GNT semifinals) against a great Union
team (that included future big leaguers
Al Santorini and Elliot Maddox) was on
a squeeze bunt by Jeff Bauer on a pitch
thrown right at his head.”
Koury was more than just a baseball
strategist as a coach. He had a way of
saying things, with a little smile, that his
players can still remember, 40 years later.
“If (Koury) knew you had a girlfriend
or were going to the prom,” Chlan wrote,
“he would give you that smirk and label
you a ‘cake eater.’ To this day, I like pie
much more than cake.”
HOPEWELL DROUGHT ENDS
It had been 73 years since the last
football victory by Hopewell Valley High
School in Mercer County. The Great
Depression was on when, following the
1932 season, the athletic director decided to drop football and make soccer
the main varsity sport in the fall. Football wasn’t brought back until a parents’
group fought a hard fight and finally
won out over another group that didn’t
want football brought back, for whatever dumb reasons.
The Bulldogs went full-time varsity
last fall and, with Tyler Brewster —
grandson of Westfield resident Bob
Brewster Sr., and son of former WHS
athlete Brad Brewster — as one of its
co-captains. The team struggled to an 010 mark and lost its first five this year
before junior Steve Giovacchini scored
all his team’s points in a 28-6 win over
West Windsor-Plainsboro North.
NICKNAME GAME
Nobody has written to tell us how or
when WHS became the Blue Devils, but
I did read in the Easton (Pa.) Express
Times about how/when Phillipsburg
became the Stateliners. The school held
a contest in 1954. Carl Caccase, class of
1942, picked the name Stateliners and it
won out over Wildcats and Greyhounds.
The runnerup Wildcats did become the
school’s mascot. Caccese later named
his tavern the Stateliner Bar.
TRIVIA ANSWER
At singles it was No. 1 Heather Post,
No. 2 Laura Falkner, No. 3 Sarah Tirone.
The doubles were Meghan Corbett and
Lauren Rudofsky at No. 1 and Marcy
Beller and Shari Gersch at No. 2. The
team went 24-3, but only finished second at the Union County Tournament,
with Falkner the lone winner.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scholastic sports season. Contact us with
comments or suggestions or trivia questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

FANWOOD

$429,000

Must see to appreciate! Immaculate home on lovely cul-de-sac features a large Eat-In Kitchen with Corian counters, Sub-Zero, Jennair,
Woodmode cabinetry, Family Room with sliders to large side yard.
Newer furnace, CAC, HWH.

WESTFIELD

$650,000

Custom built 8-room home on fabulous, deep property. Upgrades
galore! Four Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, perfect for entertaining. Ideal for
commuters. Close to everything. A must see.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$454,900

FANWOOD

$595,000

One level Custom home. All brick custom Ranch on an 80’ x 140’
lot. Formal Living and Dining Rooms, Eat-In Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms
and 1.5 baths. Quality construction can lend this home for expansion. Generous room sizes.

Five + Bedroom Expanded Colonial Cape features hardwood floors,
Family Room with fireplace off Eat-In Kitchen with new stainless
steel appliances, separate Home Office or Guest Suite with kitchenette
and full bath over attached 2-car garage, CAC, corner lot in lovely
neighborhood.

FANWOOD

WESTFIELD

$388,900

Custom Ranch with very spacious rooms. Three Bedrooms, 1.5
baths, wood floors, natural molding. Light and bright with many
windows, great storage space (basement and attic). Very convenient
location.

$589,000

Wonderful Colonial offers 4 Bedrooms 2.5 baths, beautifully updated,
new Central Air Conditioning, new windows, all new interior doors,
2-level deck, gas fireplace, newer Kitchen. A must see!

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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Happy Halloween!

Union Farmers Defend Turf;
Top Blue Devil Gridders, 14-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records do not always indicate the
quality of certain individual performances. The Westfield High School
football team’s 0-6 record was certainly not indicative of the quality
performance given by its defensive
line in a 14-3 setback to host Union
on October 21.
The Blue Devil defensive line and
linebackers held the 4-2 Farmers to just
29 yards on 14 carries in the first half
and spent the majority of the second
half on the field, yielding 107 yards on
26 carries, none for touchdowns. The
Farmers got both of their touchdowns
via the air – the first a 19-yard completion to Paul Harper late in the second
quarter and the second a 37-yard strike
to Harper in the third quarter.
Blue Devil sophomore defensive
end John Dugan had a big evening.
On the Farmers’ first series, he pressured quarterback James Melody on
a third down play and broke up his
pass to force a punt. In the second
quarter Dugan sacked Melody for a
five-yard loss and, on three occasions, he threw running back Raphael
Lee for losses.
Dugan was not alone. Safety Terron
Rogers recorded an interception on
the Union 29-yard line, which set up

the Blue Devils’ only score, a 31-yard
field goal from Tom Bonard with
4:27 remaining in the first half. With
a few starters out due to injuries,
linemen Cowles Stewart, Matt Ince,
Erik Anderson and Andrew Petrsoric
and linebackers Ryan Yarusi, Kyle
Zeitounian, Jack Meagher, Chris
Morina and Will Harbaugh plugged
the Farmers’ running game. Harbaugh
recorded 17 tackles while Yarusi and
Ince each made 10, Dugan had eight
and Stewart made seven.
The Farmers’ defense obviously
did an outstanding job, holding the
Blue Devils’ offense to just nine rushing yards in the first half and only 11
in the second half. Blue Devil quarterback Nick DeRosa completed two
passes in 13 attempts for 14 yards –
both in the first half. The Blue Devils’
offense went three-and-out in all but
one of their second-half possessions.
Aside from Rogers’ interception,
DeRosa’s nine-yard reception to wide
receiver Ryan Sharkey assisted on
Bonard’s field goal, which gave the
Blue Devils a 3-0 lead.
As fate would have it, with time
running out in the half, the Farmers
rolled with a 17-yard gain from Lee
and a 15-yard reception by wide receiver Anthony Goncalves that placed
the ball on the Westfield 19. Then,

Harper slipped past a Blue Devil
safety and was alone in the end zone
when he caught his first touchdown
pass with 48 seconds left.
After the Blue Devils went threeand-out to begin the second half, the
Farmers gained possession on their
39-yard line and marched to the
Westfield 37 where Melody delivered a short pass over center to Harper,
who then cut left down the sideline to
pay dirt with 4:14 left in the quarter.
“We played a tremendous defensive game. I think we are making a lot
of progress,” said Stewart. “We let up
two times and, those two times we let
up, it cost us big. We stopped the
option pretty well. They just burned
us with two pretty good pass plays.
We talk about finishing all the time.
It’s just unfortunate, with just a matter of seconds left when we are winning. It’s a huge momentum shift
when you go into the half losing instead of winning.”
Looking ahead, Stewart said, “We
have two tough games coming up but
they are very winnable games. Our
conference is strange this year. Anybody can beat anybody. It’s just a
matter of coming out to win. Who
wants to win more?”
Westfield
Union

0
0

3
7

0
7

0
0

3
14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO GET THE JOB DONE…The Blue Devil defensive line awaits the next play in the game against the Union
Farmers on October 21.

FANWOOD

Fully Updated Ranch

$489,900

Fully updated three bedroom, two full bath Ranch on landscaped corner lot. Low maintenance all brick exterior.
Beautiful living room with picture window and wood burning fireplace. Spacious, recently updated dining room
and kitchen with ceramic tile. Hardwood floors throughout. Large fully finished basement with 2nd fireplace and
full bath. Newer central air, furnace & much more. Move right in to this lovely home! (052000651)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DESIRING TO GET A LEG UP ON THE COMPETITION…The Blue Devil girls placed second to Cranford in the
Watchung Conference National Division championship race at Warinanco Park in Roselle.

RAIDER CASSY VALDEZ FINISHES SECOND AT 19:55

Blue Devil Girls Finish Second
In Watchung Conference XC
By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everybody expected Cougar Laura
Gallo, ranked as the ninth-best runner in Group 3, to easily win the
individual title on the 3.2-mile course
at the Watchung Conference National
Division race at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 20.
Gallo crossed the finish line first
with a time of 19:37 (two seconds
faster than her winning time last year)
to lead the 17th-ranked Cranford High
School team to its first title in 10
years to beat out Westfield 26 to 44
and defending champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood with 64. However,
few expected Raider sophomore
Cassy Valdes, who crossed second in
19:55 (second on the all-time Raider
list on the course), to run so strongly
against Gallo.
Gallo and Valdes were running
neck-and-neck for the first mile, but
Gallo picked up her pace to ensure
victory. Raider Cathy Harley finished
sixth with a time of 20:47 and Emily
Carow crossed 15th at 21:46. Deirdre
Scully (24:04) and Kayla Payne
(24:36) finished 20-21, respectively.
“We are scraping to just put five
girls in the varsity race. Out of the
nine girls who ran in the top-24 in the

SCOTCH PLAINS

counties last year, we lost four to
graduation and four to injuries, so I
have only one of them running right
now,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel prior to the meet. “Cassy is
running real well. She’s a rookie.
Cathy Harley is our only healthy girl
from last year. It’s been rough from a

team standpoint. We are just looking
to run PR’s (personal records) today.”
After the race, Koegel said,
“Cassy’s performance didn’t surprise
me at all. She has a natural aptitude
for this, but it needs time to develop.
She had a very good end to her spring
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHALLENGING THE FRONTRUNNER…Raider sophomore Cassy Valdes,
left tails Cougar frontrunner Laura Gallo near the one-mile point. Valdes finished
second.

Open House: Sun. 10/30 12-4PM

$899,000

This home sits on nearly an acre of property at the edge of the Ash Brook Golf Course. Enter into the dramatic,
double-high glass entry which invites you into this great floor plan featuring a gracious living room, vaulted ceiling &
elevated white brick wood burning fireplace. The eat-in kitchen and dining room provide a great view of the park-like
backyard. Master bedroom with a newer master bath & walk-in closet. Included are 3 additional bedrooms, 2 newer
full baths, family room and much more. The quiet, tree lined horseshoe street offers serenity and comfort . . . and
is just moments from NY transportation. DIR: Raritan Rd to Donsen Lane #6 (052000662)

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.
Exclusive!
New Construction:
To Be Built
WESTFIELD
$829,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

Open House: Sun. 10/30 12-4PM

$439,900

A must see! A lovely home featuring three bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen, spacious family
room / dining room with cathedral ceiling. Living room has a wood burning fireplace and built-ins. Newly finished
basement and many other upgrades throughout. Near schools & NYC bus. DIR: Westfield Rd. to Lyde Pl. #2089
(052000629)

Custom Center Hall Colonial. Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining
rooms, family room with fireplace, designer kitchen with granite countertops,
hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement,
walk-up attic, 2 1/2-3 baths and
Hardi-Plank (TM) exterior with masonry accents. Call Ralph for more
information at 908-591-6283.
(052000589)
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Blue Devils Grab
Group 4 Net Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD COMPETITION FOR EACH OTHER…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, right,
and Cougar Joe McKenney are no strangers to each other in cross-country.

Blue Devil XC Boys Capture
Watchung Conference Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

five of its runners in the top-10 to
finish with a team total of 31 to outpace the Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
who placed second with 44 points.
Cranford, winner of the past five WC
National Division titles, was third
with a total of 53.
Blue Devils Kris Kagan (17:29),
Ameer Rogers (17:42), Jay Hoban
(17:43) and Raymond Chen (17:46)
finished 6-7-8-9, respectively, and
teammates Brent Souders (18:00) and
John Meredith (18:02) finished 12th
and 13th, respectively.
The Raiders got good mileage and
speed from Josh Zinman, who finished fourth at 17:19, and Mike
Miller, who crossed fifth at 17:28.
Cougar Joshua Hanke finished third
at 17:09. Raiders Adam Biner
(17:48), Martin Sweeney (17:59),
AJ Horowitz (18:28) and Greg
Bencivengo (19:12) finished 10-1114 and 18, respectively.
Prior to the race, Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel, who has been
rebuilding his program this season,
commented, “We have come a long
way since last year. We have our three
top runners from last year, Miller,
Zinman and Biner. We have a lot of
sophomore boys. The kids are running solid in the 18’s and for their first
season running cross-country, that is
pretty respectable. I don’t think we
will do any worse than second. We
have been having some good training
recently. We are hoping that we can
put a good race together.”
The Blue Devil freshmen boys
placed all seven of their top runners
in the top-10, including Josh

Einbinder who won the event with a
time of 12:40, to grab top-team honors with a total of 23. Cranford was
second at 73. Blue Devil Dennis
Elwell (12:57), Dan Morse (13:19),
Zach Friss (13:36), Adeam Kavalin
(13:37), Nicholas Chartrain (14:01)
and Julian Applebaum (14:10) finished 2-5-7-8-9 and 10, respectively.
With a nearly endless wave of
participants, the Blue Devil junior
varsity won its event overwhelmingly with a total of 15, claiming
the top-nine spots. Tyler Mccubbin
crossed first with a time of 17:42,
followed by Evan Friedman at
17:48, Alex Tarlow at 18:07, Neil
Fitzpatrick at 18:08 and Matt Harris at 18:12. Logan Knisely finished
sixth at 18:23 followed by David
Hyslip at 18:29, David Ackerman at
18:35 and Andrew Cantor at 18:39.
Eric Williams (18:41), Scott Cantor
(18:43), Brendan Berkowitz (18:47)
and Vince Fitzpatrick (18:53) finished 11-12-13-16, respectively.
Tianyou Xu (19:04), Brian Davidson
(19:04) and Matt Kamel (19:07)
finished 18-19-20.

Soccer Raiders Nudge
Rahway, 2-1, in UCT
The third-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys soccer
team advanced to the Union County
semifinals with a 2-1 victory over
Rahway at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 22. The Raiders scored an own goal then took a
2-0 lead on Sean Young’s goal.

stoppable I would say.”
Aliche added, “We have the physical power and we’re both natural
singles players also, so to combine
two talented singles players as opposed to normal doubles players,
makes us a little different for everyone else.”
The second powerhouse double duo
of Blue Devils Rachel Louie and Kim
Morawski (19-0) dazed Hillary Rosen
and Sonia Tsay, 6-3, 6-3.
“The entire season we have been
confident and supportive with each
other’s abilities,” said Louie. “Mentally we’re always behind each other’s
back. Not only are we’re really consistent, but we’re able to pull out a
really nice shot when needed.”
Westfield tennis Head Coach Ed
Tirone said, “After coming in second
for about three years in a row, we
finally got over that hurdle. One of our
goals was to win the sectionals and,
this year, against J.P. Stevens, we were
able to get the third point to clinch the
championship. Then on October 19 of
course we were able to go down with
the other sectional winners and play
for the championship and we were
successful there with two tough
matches against Vineland, which was
a, 3-0 match. Then, in the afternoon, of
course, it was a 4-1 victory against
East Brunswick, which gave us the
championship. We’re very fortunate
in our community. Tennis is an every
day occurrence in Westfield. The kids
are in junior development programs
and kids are in clinics in the wintertime. It’s a major factor in their lives.”

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CLARK NAILS PK, STRAUSS SCORES GAME WINNER

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Cage
Tigers, 2-1, in Final Minutes
shot in the second half that was deflected by Olarte.
“It’s something we do on a regular
basis. It was working today so we
wanted to keep attacking there and
we pretty much did,” explained Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

“It’s easier when the other team has
10 players,” snickered Kapner.
Due to multiple injuries through“That’s a very bizarre thing. He saved
out the season, the Westfield High
a goal by doing that but he gets kicked
School boys soccer team looked to its
out of the game and they can’t replace
depth to get the job done against
him. That’s two games in a row. That
Linden at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
exact scenario happened in our game
on October 19. Recently
against Irvington on Monstepping into the varsity
day. I don’t remember the
lineup from the junior varlast time that happened in
sity, sophomore Danny
my career that a player on
Strauss, on an assist from
the other team handed a ball
senior Matt Melino, netted
to keep it from going in.”
the winning goal with less
Early in the second half,
than two minutes remaining
the Blue Devil defense was
to give the 10-4 Blue Devils
caught relaxing and Tiger
a 2-1 victory.
Perez knotted the score with
Junior Vince Clark scored
just one minute and 20 secthe first Blue Devil goal on a
onds off the clock.
penalty kick with 21:05 left
“The deal is you come out
of the first half. Oscar Perez
at halftime. You’re up 1-0
scored the lone goal for the
and put pressure on the other
6-8 Tigers early in the secgoal to go up 2-0 but, inond half to tie the game.
stead, we came out with kind
The Blue Devils out-shot
of a malaise and allowed
the Tigers, 19-10, but held a
them to score. Again, they
slight 7-5 edge in shots at halfhad only 10 players. It should
time. The Blue Devils had four
not have happened. I give
corner kicks to the Tigers’two.
Linden a lot of credit for
Blue Devil sophomore goalie
scoring with a man down,”
Greg O’Brien made six saves
Kapner said.
and Tiger goalie Mike Olarte
From that point, the Blue
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
made eight.
Devils
flooded Tiger turf
THROUGH IN THE CLUTCH…Blue Devil Danny
Blue Devils Melino, COMING
with 12 shots on goal until
Strauss, No. 3, scored the winning goal against Linden.
Strauss, Tom Taylor and
Strauss penetrated the net.
Roberto Olivares, especially in the
The penalty kick was set up when
“Danny has been on JV most of the
first half, were effective bringing the the Blue Devils took a direct kick, year. We brought him up because we
ball up the sidelines then scooting it in from the far side, that was heading had nine injuries. We have been reesto Chris Mattes who came shooting toward an apparent score but a Tiger tablishing things. Danny is becoming
down the middle. Mattes finished with defender leaped up and grabbed it to Chris Mattes’ partner. What we are
five shots on goal, one a point-blank draw a yellow-red card. Clark slipped seeing is the beginning of a little bit of
his shot inside the near post and Lin- chemistry,” Kapner said.
den had to play the remainder of the Linden
0
1
1
game with 10 players.
Westfield
1
1
2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soccer Raiders Wear Down
Cranford Girls, 2-0, in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

helped us throughout the game. We
knew that even if they had a couple of
shots, we were right back in there
getting more. We’re a very hungry
team for goals and we’re coming out
with lots of fire.”
Two minutes later, sophomore
midfielder Bencivengo muted the
Cougar roars when she charged the
center off a cross from junior sweeper
Allie Zazzali and headed in a shot
from just eight-yards out to increase
the lead to 2-0.
“We really wanted this game because we lost two years in a row and
we wanted to break the curse,” said

GRAND OPENING
At Heather Glen in Scotch Plains, active adult homebuyers
will find spacious homes with smartly designed floorplans
that are a step up from other active adult communities.
These spacious homes of up to 2,843 square feet are
loaded with upscale standard features that include nine-foot
first floor ceilings, hardwood floors, granite countertops,
energy efficient Andersen® windows, sumptuous first floor
master suites and more. Best of all you’ll live less than two
miles from downtown Westfield and train service to
Manhattan. Heather Glen is convenient to fine shops and
boutiques, gourmet restaurants, parks, golf courses, the Mall
at Short Hills, the Garden State Parkway and Route 22.
Nearer still are on-site amenities including a pool and
clubhouse, which is scheduled to open summer 2006.
Move up to the unmatched style, design and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union County’s
premier active adult lifestyle community.

Single family homes from the low $600’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.
Artist’s Rendering
NEW HOMES FROM:

BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITED

Bencivengo. “As to the goal, Zazzali
had taken a kick earlier that just went
over my head, so I wanted to make up
for that. When the exact same situation occurred later, I said, ‘OK! I have
to get this one.’ It came over, I jumped
up, hit it and scored.”
In the second half, it seemed apparent that the Raiders were in better
condition than the Cougars as their
dominance increased by attacking
from seemingly everywhere, shelling the Cougar net nine more times
and confusing the defense.
“It was a complete team effort,
whether you were on or off the field
and the intensity definitely was there,”
said goalie Mains. “Everyone working well together, we knew what we
had to do and we got it done.”

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORDING ANOTHER SHUTOUT…Raider goalie Lauren Mains, who made
five fine saves, kicks the ball down field against Cranford.
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Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results:
A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association
of Scotch Plains announced the
results of the Relay Partners Tournament held October 17.
First: Gert Simmons/Rosemary
DeWitt 35.5
Second: Carole Katz/Pat Herring 38.5
Third: Janet Newell/Alice Kehler 39
Low Putts: Carol Nichols/Alice
Kehler 13
Chip-in: Alice Kehler #1 & #5, Carol
Nichols #6
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Raider/Devil Grid Kids Battle
In Honor of Chief/Coach Zyla

was the defensive coordinator. After
we scored the second touchdown,
there was a little bit of hope and a
Police Chief Mark Zyla, who
little bit of a smile on our faces;
coached Scotch Plains Police Athhowever, Westfield was
letic League baseball and
just too tough and held us
football teams, was meout. I give a lot of credit to
morialized with a spirited
the Westfield team and
Raider vs. Westfield PAL
WF PAL ‘E’ Defeats
their coaches.”
“B” football rivalry clash
East Hanover, 21-7
Gilman added, “The
that drew a crowd of
The 5-1-1 Westfield PAL “E” foot- young football players,
kids really worked hard
ball team defeated East Hanover, 21- cheerleaders and friends,
in the game. Chief Zyla
7, at Kehler Stadium on October 23. young and in Scotch
created a brotherly relaThe offense got rolling early when Plains on October 21. Outtionship with all of us.
Eric Shor broke a long run and was standing offensive and deThe support and the secutackled at the one-yard line. Thomas fensive deeds by both
rity he gave off, always
Anderson punched in the first Blue teams emerged, however
came with a smile. He
Devil touchdown on a QB sneak. a tough Westfield team
will be missed. The void
Eugene Rawls ran in the extra point. won the battle by stopwill not be replaced soon.”
Rawls scored the second touchdown ping two conversion atLinebacker/split end
when he broke a number of tackles on tempts to grab a, kneeCourtney Zyla, daughter
his way to 55-yard touchdown run. shaking, 14-12, victory.
of Chief Zyla, said, “We
Shor converted the extra point.
thought we were going to
With assistant coaches
Defensively, Chris Callahan inter- Bob Coloney, Dave Bell
bring victory home after
cepted a pass and returned it 70 yards and Rob Howarth by his
our coach died since this
for a touchdown. Anderson got the side, Raider Head Coach
is his biggest game that
extra point. Brennan Sumner recov- Keith Gilman said after
he always wanted to play.
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ered a fumble and played a strong the game, “The kids reWe played our hearts out
FOR IT, PLAY FOOTBALL’…Are the words late Police
game. Noah Penders and David Kane ally stood by the Zyla fam- ‘GO
Chief/Coach Mark Zyla told his daughter Courtney when she for him, trying to be the
each had sacks.
ily and a lot of people asked permission to play. Pictured are: Courtney Zyla and best that we can be.”
Westfield PAL E will play at New came out to support them. acting Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney.
Some time ago,
Providence on Sunday, October 30.
Courtney told her dad how
It took a lot of energy out
we certainly got that today. When I much love she had for the game of
stepped on the field, I could not get football and asked permission to play.
the thought out of my mind that the “He told me, ‘Go for it’, and he let me
Chief was going to show up with his play.”
Russ Yaeger, active for 13 years as
play book in his back pocket and how
he got kids fired up and got them to a PAL assistant coach, with now acting Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
play hard.”
As to the game, Gilman said, “The Mahoney, worked his way up as the
kids met their first challenge. A tough Football League Commissioner conWestfield team challenged us on both sisting of about 2,200 players, said, “I
sides of the ball. We got a wake-up coached six years, side-by-side with
call in the beginning of the game coach Zyla since the flag football
because they’re used to scoring first program that we created here. I started
while holding off their opponents. with his daughter, Courtney from first
We’ve been unscored on. That’s our grade all the way up. I was able to
defense. When they got into the end watch her grow as a kid and as a
zone, Chief Zyla had to be looking football player. We dedicated this
down at us and wondering what we week to him. The game against
were doing by messing up a perfect Westfield, our rivalry, is a good
season. They never scored when he friendly rivalry and is for coach ‘Z’.
We played the ‘A’ team on October
20, the ‘B’ team today and the ‘C’
Soccer Vikings Top
INTERCEPTION FOR A TD…Westfield PAL “E” football player Chris Callahan
team tomorrow.”
intercepts the pass and returns it for a touchdown.
Mt. St. Marys, 4-2
As to what coach ‘Z’ would have
The Union Catholic High School
thought, Yaeger said, “This is for kids.
girls soccer team topped Mount
This will always be for kids and that
St. Mary, 4-2, to improve its record
is why we do what we do. This is
to 10-4-1. Lara Kaminski scored
something we always took pride in
two goals and added an assist on
and that is Cops for kids and it always
Meaghan Geislinger’s goal. Kaitlin
will be.”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
Eppinger scored the other Viking
goal.
www.goleader.com
season, running 2:26 in the 800 to run an extremely fast race, get
(meters), which is a pretty good time ready for the counties then the state
for a freshman. I spoke with her from sectionals.”
time to time about running this fall,
The Blue Devils managed to have
but it was she who ultimately made four of their girls cross in the top-10
the decision to run. I didn’t think it – Danielsson (fifth at 20:38), Wisler
was realistic for her to beat Laura (eighth at 21:06), Neville (ninth at
Gallo right now, but she ran aggres- 21:09) and DiBenedetto (10th at
sively in the beginning of the race. 21:16). The Cougars, however, manEveryone else was content with let- aged to grab the first (Gallo), third
ting Gallo go and running for second, (Jennifer Hanke at 20:27), fourth
but Cassy challenged her. When Gallo (Hannah VanWhy at 20:34) and sevpulled away from her at the mile enth (Joy Hanke at 20:50) spots. Blue
mark, Cassy was running by herself Devils Legones at 21:24, Mumford at
for the last two miles.”
21:30 and Driscoll at 21:34 finished
Aware that Gallo was a shoe in for 12-13-14, respectively.
first, the Blue Devils needed their top
Westfield’s massive wave of junior
runners to run in a tight pack.
varsity girls claimed nine of the top“Right now it’s been pretty fluid. 10 spots to win the team title with a 15
Right now, we have three young la- total. Carly Oliff crossed first with a
dies who are up there (Jen time of 21:31 followed by Marissa
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Daniellsson, Ayn Wisler and Nicole Goldner at 21:43, Meg Driscoll at WESTFIELD FAN…This Blue Devil fan checks out the turf prior to the Watchung
DiBenedetto). Rose Driscoll, Marissa 21:43, Elizabeth McCarthy at 22:00 Conference meet.
Mumford, Revenna Neville, a senior and Jayne Ruotolo at 22:55. Rachel
who came out for cross-country for Barrett (23:07), Caitlin Burke (23:08),
the first time, and Kim Legones round Beth Budnick (23:26) and Jillian
out our varsity seven. All of them are Hobson (23:32) finished 7-8-9-10,
right where they should be,” said Blue respectively.
Devil Head Coach Thom Hornish
The Blue Devil freshman girls won
before the meet. “It’s going to be a their race nearly without opposition
situation where Gallo will undoubt- and totaled 15 points. Chelsea Bryk
edly win it. Where our challenge is, if took top individual honors with a
we can break up the number two and time of 15:06. Andrea Petrarca
three runners and quite possibly put (17:07), Hannah Berman (17:29),
five of our runners in before their Jennifer Jean-Louis (17:39) and Elal
fourth, this could be another repeat of Nozari (18:02) finished 3-4-6-7, relast year. We are realistic. Our goal is spectively.
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

of them emotionally having to come
and play after attending the services,
however, we wanted to play this game
for him. We wanted the challenge and

Blue Devil Girls Finish Second
In Watchung Conference XC

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The SP-F Raider gymnasts, left, and the Union Catholic Viking gymnasts.

LEWANDOSKI FIFTH ALL-AROUND

Vikings 3rd; Raiders 4th
In County Gymnastics
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After capturing the Cougar Invitational earlier in the month, the Union
High School High School gymnastic
machine rolled into first place at the
Union County Gymnastic championship at David Brearley High School
in Kenilworth on October 21. The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished
fourth with 101.825. Westfield, without the services of its top gymnast,
Liz Falzon, settled for fifth at 101.175
points.
Danielle Scott and Jessica
Greenwald led the Farmer girls by
placing first and second respectively
in the all-around. Union Catholic’s

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Blue Devil gymnasts during the presentation of teams.

Farmers, with 106.3 out-dueled the
Dayton-Brearley girls who totaled
103.675.
A strong and vastly improved Union
Catholic team finished a close third
with a team total of 103.075 while

Union County Tourney
Volleyball Results:
OCTOBER 19 QUARTERFINALS:
UNION CATHOLIC (18-3) OVER
UNION, 25-12, 25-18
Paige Rusnock – 7 kills, 8 digs;
Joanne Schurtz – 8 kills, 1 ace; Angela Homs – 16 assists; Nicole
Palumbo – 6 digs
RAHWAY (16-1) OVER KENT PLACE,
25-14, 25-10
Jamie Godfrey – 10 service points,
8 aces, 1 block, 16 assists
Francesca Garay – 11 service
points, 4 aces, 4 blocks, 8 kills; Dierdre
Jones – 6 service points, 4 aces, 3
blocks, 6 kills
NEW PROVIDENCE (15-4) OVER
JOHNSON, 25-15, 25-20
Liza Demby – 8 kills, 10 digs, 3 aces;
Tricia Campbell – 6 kills, 2 blocks, 1
dig, Ashley Gabrielle – 5 kills
OCTOBER 20:
WESTFIELD (12-5) OVER CRANFORD,
25-22, 25-10
Molly Williams – 3 kills, 4 aces, 4
assists; Anna Koehler – 10 digs

Alyssa Lewandowski placed fifth at
35.7 and Blue Devil Claire Macdonald
grabbed sixth at 35.35. Raider Kelly
Cianciotta finished a strong eighth at
34.825 and teammate Natalie
Capoccia placed ninth at 34.0.
Viking Lewandowski took top honors with a superb floor routine, netting a score of 9.5. She placed fifth in
both the vault at 9.3 and the uneven
bars at 8.7. Teammate Ebony Jones
tied for third on the floor with a mark
of 9.3, then tied for sixth on bars with
an 8.4. Kristy Napolitano finish 10th
on the floor with a score of score of
9.0.
Raider Capoccia secured second
place on the beam with a 9.0 total and
10th on the uneven bars at 8.2.
Cianciotta finished in a three-way tie
on the floor with a score of 9.1 and
grabbed seventh with an 8.75 on the
balance beam. She tied Westfield’s
Macdonald for ninth place in vault.
Macdonald had a fantastic performance on the floor that earned her
second place with a score of 9.35. She
grabbed sixth place in the balance
beam with a mark of 8.75 and tied for
eighth on the uneven bars with a score
of 8.25. Teammate Amanda Diaz
placed 10th on beam with an 8.3.

Westfield Open House Events: Sunday, October 30th • 1-4PM

SCOTCH PLAINS

Fabulous new home nearing completion, located on cul-de-sac of six new homes.
This classic design is perfect for family living with an oversized designer kitchen
with granite counters opening into an 18’x 23’ family room with fireplace, formal
dining room, hardwood floors, 9’ ceilings on first floor, four large bedrooms, two
& one half baths, master suite, 2 zone heat & central air conditioning. $959,900.

NEW HOMES IN THE AREA
WESTFIELD
SCOTCH PLAINS
SCOTCH PLAINS
SCOTCH PLAINS
SCOTCH PLAINS
SCOTCH PLAINS
NORTH EDISON

New six bedroom colonial
New custom colonial on cul-de-sac
New 13room colonial on cul-de-sac
New 10 room, 5 bedroom colonial
New 5 bedroom , 4 bath home
New custom home w/open porch
Entirely gutted w/new 2nd floor

$1,700,000
$1,850,000
$1,695,900
$1,299,900
$1,295,000
$ 919,900
$1,395,900

209 Ayliffe Avenue, Westfield
The inviting welcome begins with the curb appeal and extends
throughout this pristine, updated home located on a quiet
street. The first floor with open floor plan boasts a Living Room,
formal Dining Room, updated Kitchen, Sunroom, two
Bedrooms and an updated full Bath. The second floor has two
Bedrooms and an updated Bath along with plenty of storage.
A finished Recreation Room, bonus Room, Workshop, Laundry
and Utilities are found on the basement level. Additional
features include central air conditioning, new deck and siding,
newer windows and more. $550,000

865 Shackamaxon Drive, Westfield
Located on a lovely property on a tree lined street, this nine
room Colonial boasts a wonderful floor plan. The first floor of
this updated home offers a Living Room with wood burning
fireplace, formal Dining Room, Kitchen with Breakfast Area that
opens to the Family Room, Den with built-ins and skylights
and Powder Room. The second floor features a magnificent
Master Suite and three additional Bedrooms, one with a full
Bath. An updated hall Bath services the other two Bedrooms.
Additional amenities include central air conditioning, deck,
newer windows, skylights and more. WSF0875 $935,000

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2004

301 Lenox Avenue • Westfield

908 • 232 • 9500
Michael C. Buccola
Broker/Owner

Service

State Licensed Appraiser
www.westfieldrealtynj.com

Direct Line: 301-2014

E-mail: SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldMoves.com

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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SPF Baseball 13’s Sneak Past
North Edison Blazers, 3-2

UNLOADING THE BLOCK…Westfield PAL B right tackle Nick Matthews, No.
76, nails the North Edison QB as Westfield’s defense held their opponents to one
TD. Westfield defeated North Edison, 7-6, to bring its record to 7-0.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 13year old baseball team upped it’s DXL
record to 5-1 with a 3-2, thriller over
North Edison. The pitchers duel featured strong starting pitching by Joe
Carroll, who struck out five in three
innings, allowing a single base hit.
Jimmy Gibbons relieved in the fourth
and recorded three strikeouts, while
allowing one hit.
Scotch Plains missed several
chances to score early. Down 1-0 in
the fifth inning, Ryan Haggerty
doubled and Connor Thompson
walked with one out, then the two
pulled off a double steal but the Blazer
right fielder caught Gibbons’ long fly
and threw a perfect strike home to
double up Haggerty.
In the sixth, SPF’s Shaun Khan
snared a line drive at second and
threw to Mike Perez at third to double

off the Blazer base runner.
Defensively, Dan Lesce chased
down a long double to keep the Blazers from padding their lead. Sean
Reilly made four fine scoops at first,
including teaming with Jordan
Bayroff in right to prevent a base hit.
The Blazers added an insurance
run in the seventh but Alex Graham
began the comeback by beating out a
grounder to short. Bayroff tapped a
grounder to put runners on first and
second with one out. Brian Dempsey
drilled a two-run double then moved
to third on the play at the plate. As he
slid into third, the ball got loose and
he sprinted for home with the winning run.
Dempsey relieved in the seventh to
picked up the win, aided by a nice
play by shortstop Thompson and the
excellent play of catcher Mike Spaeth.

Westfield PAL ‘B’ Defeats
Scotch Plains, North Edison
The Westfield PAL B football team
defeated unbeaten, unscored upon
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF), 1412, on October 20 then went on to
defeat North Edison, 7-6, to up its
record to 7-0.
Against SPF, Westfield scored on
its first drive beginning with a 40yard pass from quarterback Dan Kerr
to halfback Patrick Bergin. Fullback
Tony Pafumi added nine yards rushing then Kerr’s hit Ryan Hess for a
20-yard touchdown. Pafumi converted the extra point.
Scotch Plains responded two series
later with an 80-yard touchdown run.
Westfield’s tough defense prevented
the extra-point conversion.
Just before halftime, Kerr connected with Kephart for a 55-yard
touchdown pass. Michael Giacone’s
and Nick Matthews’ strong blocking
allowed Pafumi to add the extra point
to put Westfield ahead, 14-6.

A blocked punt gave SPF possession of the ball on Westfield’s 10yard line in the second half. Four
plays later, Scotch Plains scored but
the extra-point conversion failed.
North Edison completed a 60-yard
touchdown pass and added two interceptions to carry a 6-0 lead at the half.
In the second half, Westfield’s Jack
Kephart ran a reverse for a 70-yard
touchdown. Kerr converted the quarterback sneak for the extra point.
Defensemen Tim Donovan,
Giacone and Brandon Ruhl kept North
Edison from scoring for the rest of the
game.
Westfield’s B team, currently in
first place in the American Division
of the New Jersey Suburban Youth
Football League, will face undefeated
Summit on October 30, then will host
Perth Amboy at Kehler Stadium on
November 6. Both games will be at 3
p.m.

NOT FOR THE FAINT AT HEART…Will Galway of the Union County Rugby
Football team goes to the ground in a tackle, while his teammates battle to win the
ball back. The 4-1 UC Mudturtles swamped Montclair, 41-19, at Unami Field in
Garwood.

GAINING GOOD YARDAGE…Westfield PAL “D” football team running back
Christian Maneres Brown gains good yardage behind the blocks of Evan Komar
and Liam Devin as Westfield defeated North Edison.

Westfield PAL D Rolls Over
N. Edison Grid Kids, 32-0
The Westfield PAL “D” football team
relied on a potent offensive ground
attack to defeat North Edison, 32-0, at
Kehler Stadium on October 23.
On the opening drive, running back
Brian Githens exploded around right
end and darted 60 yards for the touchdown. Githens also added the PAT to
give Westfield the 7-0 lead.
Westfield made impressive defensive stands the remainder of the first
half, as linemen Colin Barber, Liam
Devin, Kyle Kania, Brenton Harries
and Micheal Carlino stuffed any inside rushing attempts by North Edison,
holding the opponent to negative yards.
The Westfield offensive took charge
in the closing minutes of the first half
as QB Quinn Dursee connected with

wide out Kevin Mikovitz on a 50yard scoring pass as time expired.
The PAT failed.
In the second half Westfield dominated both sides of the ball. A long
drive included impressive runs by
Nick LaFace, Matt Webb, Dillon
Rolnick, Chris Stivala, Evan Komar,
Christian Manres-Brown, Kwame
Thompson Hayes, Joe Burke and Kell
Dolan. Jake Greenberg and Githens
added touchdowns.
Dursee had a fumble recovery for a
TD and linebackers Harry McCarthey,
Brett Glenn, Chris Harris, JP
Gilmarten and Pat McCusker made
hard hits. Nick Arnold, Ian Yeager,
Jon Macik, Thomas Ross and Jon
Nanna played well.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Defeat
Cranford Girls, 98.9-95.85
The Westfield High School gymnastics team improved its regular-season record to 4-2 with a 98.9-95.85
victory over Cranford in Westfield on
October 19. Not yet operating at full
strength, the Blue Devils had only one
individual competing all-around, but
were successful when Claire
Macdonald took top honors with an
all-around total of 34.3.
Macdonald won the floor exercise
with a mark of 8.6 and tied teammate
Liz Falzon, an all-around gymnast
who competed only on the uneven
bars, with an 8.6 on the bars.
Macdonald also took second in the
vault at 8.7 and second on the balance
beam with an 8.4.
Cougar Jenny Buontempo placed
second all-around with a total of 32.4
and teammate Meg Walch took third
with a 32.3. Buontempo won the beam
event with an 8.6 and Walch won the

vaulting with an 8.9.
Blue Devil Amanda Diaz took third
on beam at 8.25 and third in vault at
8.5. Jenna Skoller placed third on
unevens at 8.15 and fourth in vault at
8.3.
INDIVIDUAL SCORES:
VAULT:
1. Walch (C) 8.9, 2. Macdonald (W) 8.7,
3. Diaz (W) 8.5
Skoller (W) 8.3, Julia Valentin (W) 8.05
and Natalie Golikov (W) 8.0
UNEVEN BARS:
1. Macdonald, Falzon (W) 8.6, 2. Walch
(C) 8.25, 3. Skoller (W) 8.15
Golikov (W) 7.9, Valentin (W) 7.5
BALANCE BEAM:
1. Buontempo (C) 8.6, 2. Macdonald
(W) 8.4, 3. Diaz (W) 8.25
Ally Psyhojos (W) 7.6
FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Macdonald (W) 8.6, 2. Walch (C) 8.4,
3. Buontempo (C) 8.15
Skoller (W) 7.85, Diaz (W) 7.7, Valentin
(W) 7.2

UNION COUNTY SENIOR SOFTBALL 60+ CHAMPS…Once again, Creative
Industries won the Union County Senior Softball League 60+ Division Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Charles Lehman, Dom Deo, Howie
Jones, Ray Cozzarelli, Bill Ritchie and Demo Cervelli; back row, Don Robertson,
Art Kopacz, Karl Grossmann, Ed Ganczewski, John McCarthy, Ed Malko, Al
Schulman, Joe Addochio, Norm Stumpf, Bill Dougherty and George Merlo.

HAULING IN THE TD PASS…Westfield PAL “A” wide receiver Hugo Nolasco,
No. 81, catches a pass in the end zone from QB Wesley Belle to score Westfield’s
first TD of the game. Westfield defeated North Edison, 14-12.

FORCING THE FUMBLE…Westfield PAL “C” football team player Kurt Kowalski,
No. 21, prepares to recover the fumble that he forced against North Edison.

U14 Blue Sharks Win
Two of 3 in Soccer

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

The Scotch Plains Blue Sharks U14
Girls intercounty soccer team won
two of three games to finish the regular season at 5-2-1.
On October 19, the Sharks had
their second highest scoring output
of the season in a 4-0 win. Amanda
Rodriguez scored the only goal of the
first half and Jessica Feeley, Kara
Gaynor and Rebecca DiGiacomo
added second-half goals. Goalie Melissa McKenna notched her fifth shutout of the season.
After a heartbreaking, 1-0 defeat
against Clark on October 21, the
Sharks bounced back to defeat
Westfield, 2-0, in Scotch Plains on
October 23. Nikki Hodulik’s hard
shot in the first half and Emily Cohen’s
long shot in the second half provided
the margin of victory as McKenna
completed her sixth shutout.
The team has yielded only six goals
this season. Other standouts included
Annie Rubin, Alyssa Young Sarah
Lazarus, Giulia Mercuri, Sarah Weber, Dominique Osterman, Jessica
DiGiacomo, Lauren Buckley, Lauren
Berk, Toni Ann Capece and Erin
Brown.

www.goleader.com
Happy Birthday Mike!

HAPPY NO. 60…This member of the
Westfield High School Boosters celebrated his 60th birthday on October
25. According to this picture, he does
not look 60 at all.

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
Lucille K. Roll
Broker-Sales Associate

Direct Line: (908) 233-5555 x117

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Open House: October 30th • 1-4PM

88 Hunter Avenue, Fanwood
Authentic 1929 Tudor located within walking distance to train.
Features Chestnut woodwork and hardwood floors. Living Room
with fireplace. Dining room adorned with a stained glass window.
Den plus Recreation Room and Screened Porch. 3 Bedrooms,
1 1/2 Baths. Eat-in Kitchen. Offered at $475,000
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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OFFICE FOR RENT
WESTFIELD
Furnished or unfurnished,
appx. 950 sq. ft. Private
Entrance, Lavatory & Parking
Call (908) 233-8040
OFFICE FOR RENT

Second Floor Suite
Approximately 1000 sq ft.
Heart of downtown Westfield.
Landlord pays heat.
$1500/month
(908) 233-6603

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

PASSION FOR FITNESS?

Open a Fitness Together Personal
Training Franchise in Scotch Plains,
NJ. We are selling out in Boston,
and now are focusing on NJ.
www.fitnesstogether.com
call Brian (781) 444-2090
MY MOTHER-IN-LAW’s CAT

Loving home needed for precious
little black cat (approx 5 yrs old).
Neutered, de-clawed, and shots
up to date. Ref. required.
(908) 337-5901

GARAGE FOR RENT

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
2 Car Garage for Rent
Private Property
Secure Location
$250/month
Call Lori (973) 397-3541

SCOTCH PLAINS
Fri. 10/28 9am - 1pm &
Sat. 10/29 9am - 3pm
2041 HILL TOP ROAD
Baby & Household items,
clothes, books, furn., elect.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

OFFICE FOR RENT

Newly renovated prestigious
colonial office building,
prime location adjacent to
Municipal Courthouse.
Call Maria at (908) 928-9200

Large attractive psychotherapy
office. Good parking. Available 3
days per week in Westfield.
$600/mo Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626.

CLASSIFIEDS
BEDROOM SET

HOUSE FOR SALE

7 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror, chest, night
stand. New, still in box.
Value $4000 sell $1575.
(732) 259-6690

OPEN HOUSE 10/30/05
OPEN SUNDAY 1-4 PM
92 Midway Ave, Fanwood
3BR, 1BA Ranch w/ LR, FDR,
fully updated EIK, hdwd frls and
CAC. 3 level deck overlooking
large, fncd yrd. Att 2 car garage.
Realtors welcome. $464,000.
(908) 322-6591

DINING ROOM

Beautiful hand carved double pedestal table, lighted hutch & buffet,
8 padded chairs. Still in boxes.
List $7000. sell $3100.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM

Cherry set, table w/leaf,
hutch/buffet, 8 chairs. New!
List $3000. sacrifice $1475.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

Pillow Top. Name brand with
warranty, new in plastic
sell Queen $125, King $195
Can Deliver. (732) 259-6690

HOUSE FOR SALE

Thinking of Downsizing?
Remodeled ranch on mountain w/
view. New kitchen w/granite, ss,
cathedral ceiling, deck. 3 BDR, 2
Bth. 2684 Far View Drive,
Mountainside (908) 803-0288

Gift Cards to Reward
Youth For Generosity
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Stop
& Shop Supermarket, located at 219
Elm Street, has donated $2,000 in gift
cards to the Northern New Jersey
chapter of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
The cards will go to help reward local
students who participate in the “Pennies for Patients” program. Under “Pennies for Patients,” students are asked to
bring their spare change to help children and adults who are ill with leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma.

Activating America Program at a recent meeting of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club at the Pantagis
Renaissance restaurant in Scotch
Plains.
The YMCA representatives explained the Activating America initiative, which offers solutions to address health issues, the rise in obesity
and chronic disease that are affecting
this country.
To assist people in addressing health
concerns, the Y now offers a “Stepping Up” program to the public for a
one-time $30 fee. For further information, please call (908) 889-8880.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at
noon at Pantagis Renaissance. Anyone interested in being a guest at an
upcoming meeting is invited to call
Richard Dobyns at (908) 322 5986.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

HOUSE CLEANING

Teacher - Substitute Teachers
for grades K-8. LOOKING FOR A
GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO
GAIN VALUABLE TEACHING
EXPERIENCE?
Substitute
teachers needed at highly
regarded, small independent
school in Short Hills, known for its
innovative
and
enriched
curriculum. Qualities desired
include quick intelligence,
creativity, flexibility, resourcefulness, enthusiam for hands-on
activities, sense of humor, and
ability to relate well to young
people. Applicants for all grade
levels or subjects (English, history,
math, science, French) should
e-mail cover letter and resume to:
Jim Benz, Assistant Director
Far Brook School at
jbenz@farbrook.org.

Responsible lady
with good references
will clean your house.
Call Gloria (973) 460-7509

AUTO FOR SALE

CLERICAL HELP WANTED

Clerical Help wanted for
real estate company,
must be detail oriented.
Call (908) 477-3400
or email resume to
willowwestdev@yahoo.com

www.goleader.com

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
BABYSITTER NEEDED

Loving caregiver needed for
children ages 9 and under who
can assist in the regular pre/post
work hours. Duties to include
breakfast, school transportation,
homework and dinner. Schedule
can vary. Min. of 2 nights/ week.
Must have drivers lic. and vehicle.
Will pay top-dollar. (908) 403-4506
NANNY WANTED ASAP

Seeking experienced nanny
on MWF for 3.5 yr old girl and
11 mo old boy, in Westfield home.
Must speak English, and have
references. Must have car.
(908) 654-8255 before 8:30pm.

Goods & Services You Need!

HOSANA C. SFALSIN

Cleaning Service, move in, move
out, experience, responsibility,
good references, free estimate.
Don’t waste time with cleaning,
we do it for you! (908) 923-8637
HOUSECLEANER

Reliable, exp. and ref. Houses &
aparts. English speaking & own
transportation. Give your home a
special touch! Call Christine
(908) 527-6261
GOODIE BAG MAKER

Goodie bag maker for children’s
parties or special occasions. I will
make the goodie bags and have
them ready to go for you.
Call Rita (908) 518-0143.
CHILDCARE PROVIDER

HELP WANTED

A HEALTHY DIALOGUE…Lisa Sanguiliano, left, Sheri Cognetti and FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club President Dwight Leeper discuss the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA’s Activating America program, an initiative that offers solutions to
growing health concerns.
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HELP WANTED

1989 Cadillac Sedan de Ville,
one owner, 105,000 miles,
very good condition, $1500
Phone: (908) 233-1383

Rotary Club Hears Talk
About Health Initiative
SCOTCH PLAINS – Lisa
Sanguiliano, fitness director, and
Sheri Cognetti, senior program director of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, spoke about the YMCA’s

Thursday, October 27, 2005

25 year old au pair/nanny seeks
Westfield family 3 full days a week,
also weeknights, English/Spanish
speaker, excellent driving records
and references. $15.00/hour
Carolina (908) 397-7039 L/M
CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover council,
county and other town
meetings. Must be able to
meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in their beats in order
to develop news stories.
Please email resume and clips
to: editor@goleader.com.

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

PERFECT
PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING
Residential • Commercial

908-272-4456

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House
We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning
Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

908-322-9989
We are fully bonded & insured

www.mollymaid.com

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection
• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center
138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

Professional
Paper Hanging

ROMAN

By Plainfield Restoration
and Reproduction LLC

All Types of Carpentry

Spruce up for the Holidays with our
• Professional Wallpaper Removal and
Installation
• Expert Plaster Repairs
• Interior and Exterior Painting

Call (908) 755-8149

Home
Improvements

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Dan Swayze & Son, Inc.

Residential Driveway Sealcoating
Linestriping, Sweeping, and Signs
Office (908) 789-1336
Fax (908) 789-7232
2351 Waldheim Drive Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

Computer
Problems?

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Custom Computer Solutions
Approved Solutions Provider
Dell, HP, Microsoft & Others

908-928-9288

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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Barbara Lou Bennett Logan, 68,
Loving Wife, Mother, Grandmother
Barbara Lou Bennett Logan, 68,
died on Sunday, October 23, at her
home in Mountainside.
She was born March 31, 1937 in
Washington, D.C. to Edwin and Marguerite Claflin Bennett.
Barbara lived in Westfield for 31 years
and in Mountainside for four years.
She had worked in Human Resources for Lucent Technologies in
Middletown for 15 years prior to her
retirement in 1999.
Barbara was a member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield, and a
member of the Westfield Women’s
Service League and S.P.G. Tennis in
Westfield. She was a 1959 graduate
of the University of Maryland and
one who enjoyed her life and gardening and bird watching.
Barbara met and married her husband, Jim, in 1992, beginning an intrepid love affair which took them
around the world – from Paris to
Japan to South Dakota and back.
She was a mother and father to her
children, Katherine Lou “Katie”
Walker of Ithaca, N.Y. and Russell
Thompson “Rusty” Walker of Chicago, Ill., whose wife is Camilla Taylor, and grandmother of Mellissa and
Meghan; stepmother of Debbie Bee,
Donna Dugan, Gary, Mark and Scott
Logan; loving grandmother of 22
Logan grandchildren and loving greatgrandmother of six Logan greatgrandchildren, and sister of Edwin
Bennett and Susan Bennett Brady,
both of Maryland.
A memorial service will be held at
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Thursday, November 10, 2005 in Council Chambers in the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application:
05-25(V) ONE ELM STREET REALTY
ASSOCIATES, LLC, One Elm
Street, Block 3105, Lot 18; Seeking preliminary and Final Major
Site Plan approval with variances. Applicant seeking to
permit a retail bank branch on
the first floor with an ATM machine and general offices on the
second floor.
Applicant variances from the
following:
Section 16.04E 3a(3), which
allows the mount height of a
sign to be 12 feet, whereas the
applicant proposes 22 feet and
38 feet.
Section 17.02C, which requires
95 parking spaces, whereas the
applicant proposes none.
Section 11.25F.1, which requires a window area minimum
for building façade of 40%,
whereas the applicant proposes
12.8%, 12.1% and 14%.
Section 16.03C.2, which prohibits perpendicularly-placed
signs, whereas the applicant
proposes a blade sign.
Section 16.04E.2, which allows
2 signs on a corner property,
whereas the applicant proposes
3 wall signs, 1 blade sign and
awning signage.
List of Existing Nonconforming Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.25E.3, which requires a minimum rear yard of
one-half of the building height,
i.e. 39 feet, whereas the existing rear yard is 1.87 feet.
Section 11.25F.1, which requires a window area minimum
for building facades of 40%,
whereas the existing are 12.8%,
12.1% and 9%.
Applicant seeks variances
based upon N.J.S.A.40:55D70(c1) N.J.S.A.40:55D-70(c2).
Variances, waivers or exceptions from certain site plan details or relief from requirements
may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 10/27/05, The Leader Fee: $57.63

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield, on Thursday, October 27, at 2 p.m.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society or to
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, P.O. Box 27106, New York,
N.Y. 10087-7106.
The Mundy Funeral Home, 142
Dunellen Avenue in Dunellen, is in
charge of the arrangements.
October 27, 2005

Doris A. Brahm, 90
Doris A. Brahm, 90, of Montague
died on Sunday, October 23, at Valley
View Care Center in Newton.
Born in Elizabeth on November 2,
1914, she had lived in Mountainside
from 1933 until 2003, when she
moved to Montague.
Mrs. Brahm had worked as a waitress at the Echo Queen Diner in
Mountainside for 30 years before retiring in 1994.
During World War II, she worked
as a riveter for Eastern Aircraft in
Linden.
Mrs. Brahm was a member of the
Mountainside Gospel Chapel in
Mountainside.
She was predeceased by her husband, Arthur C. Brahm, in 1977.
Surviving are two sons, Arthur J.
Brahm of Montague and Walter R.
Brahm of Rahway; a sister, Margaret
Heaton of Stirling; six grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, October
27, at the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.
A religious service will be held at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, October
28, at the funeral home, with the
Reverend George McCulloch officiating. Burial will take place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
October 27, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on August 24, 2005, granted approval for variances to allow for construction of an addition to a two-family home to Mr. & Mrs.
Michael Skawinski, for property at 104
North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
being Block 51 and Lot 16.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Skawinski
104 North Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/27/05, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, October 25,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2006 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
Purpose: Permitting any charitable organization to hold a raffle on Sunday, April
2, 2006 provided steps are taken to secure
a license for the holding of said raffle.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Wednesday, November 9, 2005 at 8:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consideration of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/27/05, The Times Fee: $32.64

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com

– Obituaries –
Edward G. Witkowski, 77, Salesman;
Lions President, Coach and Usher
Edward G. Witkowski, 77, of
Scotch Plains died on Wednesday,
September 28, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.
Born in Summit, he had lived in
Bayonne before settling in Scotch
Plains in 1961.
Prior to retiring in 1999, Mr.
Witkowski had been a steel salesman
for 50 years with Hadco Aluminum
& Metal Corporation of Jamaica, N.Y.
He was a United States Marine
Corps veteran of both World War II
and the Korean Conflict.
Mr. Witkowski was Past President of
the Scotch Plains Lions Club and also
coached both Little League and Junior
Raiders Football in Scotch Plains.
He additionally was an usher for

the 5 p.m. Mass at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.
Surviving are his wife of 48 years,
Eleanor Rakowicz Witkowski; a son,
Edward Witkowski; two daughters,
Diane Schweizer and Karen
Rodriguez; a sister, Pauline Harmon,
and six grandchildren.
A funeral service was held on Friday, September 30, at the Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch Plains. A Funeral Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church.
Interment took place at St. Teresa
Cemetery in Summit.
Letters of condolence also will be
accepted at rossifh@comcast.net.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Frank Sinnock, 77, Chemical Engineer;
Attorney and Active Church Member
Frank A. Sinnock, 77, of Scotch
Plains died on Wednesday, October
19, at the Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Scotch Plains.
Born in Quincy, Ill., he had lived in
Linden prior to moving to Scotch
Plains 38 years ago.
A chemical engineer and patent
attorney, Mr. Sinnock had been employed by Exxon in Florham Park for
30 years before retiring as Senior
Counsel in 1986.
He graduated from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering, and
received his Juris Doctor degree in
Law from the University of Iowa.
Mr. Sinnock was a longtime member of the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church in Scotch Plains, where he
served as an elder and sang in the
choir. He also was a member of the
Illinois and Iowa Bar Associations;

the Esso Choristers in Linden and the
Choral Arts Society of New Jersey.
Surviving are his wife, Wilma Ellis
Sinnock; a daughter, Bonnie Sinnock
of New York City; a son, Frank W.
Sinnock of Monmouth Junction, and
a brother, Henry G. Sinnock of Springfield, Ill.
A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, October 29, at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.
Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Memorial Fund of the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076 or to the National
Parkinson Foundation, Inc., 1501
N.W. 9th Avenue/Bob Hope Road,
Miami, Fla. 33136-1494.
October 27, 2005

October 27, 2005

Red Cross Chapter Posts
Series of CPR Courses
COUNTY – The Tri-County Chapter of the American Red Cross, which
serves 22 communities including
Fanwood, Garwood and Scotch
Plains, will hold several Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) courses.
Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant CPR
and First Aid will be held on Saturday, November 5, from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. at the American Red Cross office at 16 Jefferson Avenue in Elizabeth. Some or all portions of the course
may be taken.
CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer will be offered on Saturday,
November 12, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
the American Red Cross office at 332
West Front Street in Plainfield.
Adult CPR/AED and Standard First
Aid is scheduled for Wednesday, NoPUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
LAW DIVISION
NOTICE
In the Matter of 2405 Park Place, Lot:
17.01, Block: 7304, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, County of Union.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: Take
notice that the undersigned is applying to
the Union County Superior Court, Court
House, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, New
Jersey for an Order canceling the Koron
Mortgages for the property known as 2405
Park Place, the legal description being
Lot: 17.01 Block: 7304, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey in the County of Union recorded in Mortgage Book 2737 Page 688
and Mortgage Book 2792 Page 361. Any
party having an interest in a limited partnership known as Koron Associates must
file a Notice and Affidavit with the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Law Division, Union
County, with a copy to the undersigned,
within seven (7) days of this Notice.
SIMPKINS & SIMPKINS, LLC
856 Route 206, Building B
Hillsborough, New Jersey 08844
(908) 281-5466
Attorneys for Mortgagors
Bernard Johnson and Shirley Johnson
1 T - 10/27/05, The Leader Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE

vember 16, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
332 West Front Street. Some or all
portions of the course may be taken.
Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant CPR
and First Aid will be held on Saturday, November 19, from 8:30 a.m. to
6 p.m. at 332 West Front Street. Some
or all portions of the course may be
taken.
To register or for more information, please call (908) 756-6414, extension no. 10.

Mayor Mahr Discusses
FW’s Redevelopment
SCOTCH PLAINS – Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr gave a talk to
the members of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club on September 21
at the Pantagis Renaissance restaurant in Scotch Plains.
She spoke about the success of
Fanwood’s Downtown Redevelopment project as it nears fruition. Mayor
Mahr presented an artist’s rendition
and architectural drawings of the completed project and stressed the support
of the community in bringing this milestone for the borough to conclusion.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regular meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday, October 25, 2005, the following ordinance entitled:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25.5 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ESTABLISHING A
RATE SCHEDULE AND ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR EXTRA POLICE ASSIGNMENTS
was adopted on second and final reading.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/27/05, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 11/17/2005
and opened and read for:
Readv. of Maint. Median Crossover Protect. Cont. North. No. 3, Various locations, Bergen, Essex, Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset, Union and Warren Counties
FEDERAL PROJECT NO: STP-B00S(348)
DP NO: 05455
Bidders are required to comply with the requirement of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of the Treasury, division of Revenue, prior to the time of
contract execution. appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as
soon as possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 10/27/05, 11/3/05 and 11/10/05, The Leader
Fee: $198.90

REDEVELOPMENT...Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary President Dwight Leeper,
left, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and former Rotary President Robert Kraus
discuss the Fanwood Downtown Redevelopment project.

Recent Home Sales
WESTFIELD:
National Transfer Services, LLC
to Thomas and Kristin Fuccillo, 6
Settlers Lane, $1,250,000.
Eugenia Babenko and George
Klufas to Andre V. and Shannon A.
Malok, 36 Woodbrook Circle,
$618,000.
Peter and Ann Coriasco to John P.
and Holly Bohman, 414 Beechwood
Place, $1,151,000.
Robert and Christine Parker to John
S. and Dominique B. Trott, 803
Shackamaxon Drive, $930,000.
N.P. Homes, LLC to Michael J.
Patrick and Kathleen Kennelly, 954
Dunham Avenue, $1,125,000.
Estelle C. Kempner to Joanna
Alexandra Gallagher, 912 Columbus
Avenue, $395,000.
Laurence R. and Heather J.
Markham, Westfield Hall, Inc., 916
Boynton Avenue, $533,000.
Albert and Yaffa Sabag to Mao
Ping Li and Xiao Lin, 1151 Central
Avenue, $659,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on November
30, 2005 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The property in question is located at: 140 Helen
Street, Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 101 Lot 14, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Cushing
and Stephanie Whitney.
The applicant requests wood deck to
backyard, which is in violation of Section
184-134D(2) of the Fanwood Land Use
Code. Variance Requested: Rear Yard
Setback; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 28.96
feet; Proposed: 18.96 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Cushing and Stephanie Whitney
140 Helen Street
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/27/05, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
NOVEMBER 17, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the following appeal:
Marke Enterprises, Inc. t/a/ Bowcraft
Amusement Park (“Applicant”), an existing non-conforming use in the ML-1
Zone, for a Use Variance and Waiver of
site plan approval in order to permit the
installation of an additional ride at the
property located at 2524-2545 Route 22
West (Block 4802, Lots 9, 10, 11 and 12),
Scotch Plains, which ride exceeds the
allowable height requirement for the zone
in which it will be located. The ride is
approximately 54 feet high. Said installation constitutes the expansion of a nonconforming use which is prohibited by
Section 23-6.1a(3) of the Zoning Ordinance.
The Applicant will also request such
other variances, waivers and/or exceptions as the plans may disclose or as may
be requested by the Board of Adjustment.
All interested persons may be present
and heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Attorneys for Applicant
Schiller & Pittenger, P.C.
1771 Front Street, Suite D
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 10/27/05, The Times Fee: $35.70

Michael Mahoney, LLC to Lauren
Weiss, 113 Tudor Oval, $1,195,000.
Richard S. and Mary Allice Elliott
to William and Susan McCusker,
1308 Boulevard, $770,000.
Rong-Tsang Chen and WangChing Shih to Relocation Advantage,
LLC, 43 Mohawk Trail, $499,000.
Relocation Advantage, LLC to
Steven R. and Dina S. Schipper, 43
Mohawk Trail, $499,000.
Jing Li and Yue Wu to Peter and
Dawn Ondi, 113 Summit Court,
$644,000.
David and Monique Andersen to
Dahesh and Anjana Patel, 221 Ayliffe
Avenue, $715,000.
Mary R. Greer to Michael P. and
Karine Carvalho, 1501 Boulevard,
$420,000.
RRG 1608, LLC to Robert and
Tammy S. Markowitz, 1600 Boynton
Avenue, $975,000.
Herbert H. and Harriet G. Lavine
to Allan Chrone and Ralph Rapuano,
55 Fairhill Drive, $747,000.
Walter Dillman to Joseph Mudd,
720 Hanford Place, $635,000.
Donald M. Beltz to Embree 706
LLC, 706 Embree Crescent, $605,700.
George Sangwin to Frank M. and
Camille Fortino, 807 Mountain Avenue, $1,000,000.
Jonathan and Kristen DiGregario
to Alan W. and April Erck, 450 Mountain Avenue, $649,900.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
APPLICATION NO. 05-21(V)
The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Thursday November 10, 2005 in Council Chambers in the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application:
PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND
GAS COMPANY (PSE&G), 1742
RAHWAY AVENUE, BLOCK 5405, LOT
1, IS SEEKING PRELIMINARY AND FINAL MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL
WITH VARIANCES. APPLICANT IS
SEEKING TO UPGRADE THE EXISTING SUBSTATION IN WESTFIELD BY
ADDING FOUNDATIONS TO SUPPORT
TWO (2) NEW HIGH CAPACITY 230/13
THOUSAND VOLT (kV) ELECTRICAL
TRANSFORMERS, A CONTROL HOUSE
AND ANCILLARY FOUNDATIONS FOR
CONTROL AND MISCELLANEOUS
EQUIPMENT, ASSOCIATED BUSWORK
AND ASSOCIATED SITE IMPROVEMENTS. THE EXISTING SUBSTATION
AND FENCING WILL BE REMOVED.
The following is a list of the pre-existing
non-conforming zoning conditions at this
site:
1.
Existing Front Yard Fence Height
of 8 feet, where Ordinance permits 4 feet,
per Section 12.07.C;
2.
Existing Side and Rear Fence
Height of 8 feet, where Ordinance permits
6 feet, per Section 12.07.D; and
3.
Existing security fence has barbed
wire, where barbed wire is prohibited, per
Section 12.07.H.
Applicant seeks variances pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70c as follows:
1.
One (1) Front Yard Fence Height
variance of 4 feet, where 4 feet is permitted and 8 feet is proposed, per Section
12.07.C;
2.
One (1) Side and Rear Yard Fence
Height variance of 2 feet, where 6 feet is
permitted and 8 feet is proposed, per Section 12.07.D; and
3.
One (1) Fence Type variance,
where barbed wire is prohibited, and
barbed wire is proposed on all sides, per
Section 12.07.H.
Any and all other variances, waivers or
exceptions from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements deemed necessary by the Planning Board may be sought
as appropriate.
The plans and application are on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
to 4:30 p.m..
Raymond A. Tripodi
Manager – Licenses and Permits
Public Service Electric and Gas Company
80 Park Plaza
Mailcode: T17 H
Newark, New Jersey 07102
1 T - 10/27/05, The Leader Fee: $59.16

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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POPCORN™

The weekly column written by local high school students

Teens Should Appreciate
Politics On Local Level

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

2 & ½ popcorns

Well-intentioned but poorly constructed, writer-director Cameron
Crowe’s Elizabethtown manages to
touch upon a tableau of hot topics
without ever really hitting home. A
love story that tiptoes among the bittersweet and jagged issues brought to
fore by a death in the family, it is
almost heart-rending, almost poignant
and almost significant – all of which
may prove that an addendum to the
age-old adage about almost only
counting in horseshoes is in order.
‘Almost’ almost counts in the case of
this film. As in, Elizabethtown is almost entertaining.
A movie of moments, all is well
when its pearls string together snugly.
It will charm you for stanzas on end
as angelic flight attendant Claire
Colburn (Kirsten Dunst) helps fallen
wunderkind Drew Baylor (Orlando
Bloom) put his impending career tailspin in perspective. But then, it inevitably sputters, a victim of trying to be
more profound than its limited script
can accommodate.
Unlike the way thoughts and emotions flew off the fat end of the bat in
auteur Crowe’s autobiographical Almost Famous (2000), Elizabethtown
is a film of fits and starts. Lacking that
seamless, effortless feeling that often
emanates from such obvious labors
of love, its scattershot, toss-in-thekitchen-sink approach to deciphering the human condition is more mishmash than majestic.
Miss Dunst’s performance reminds

Tips Given for Safe
Halloween for Kids
AREA — In an effort to keep
children safe this year on Holloween,
the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety has released a list of tips to
avoid pedestrian accidents.
According to the institute, October 31 has had the second highest
number of pedestrian deaths since
1986, averaging two-dozen fatalities on that day each year.
“Halloween is a cherished tradition, but the excitement of the night
can cause children to forget to be
careful,” says Sheila Breeding of
Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company. “Drivers need to stay alert and
be aware that quiet streets might be
busy with youngsters enjoying the

spooky holiday.”
The following tips from the
Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company and the National Highway
Traffic Safety Association offer
some excellent guidelines for ensuring that children have a safe
Halloween and motorists use caution:
Obey all traffic rules. Slow down.
Watch for children walking on roads,
medians and curbs - and take notice
if there are no sidewalks.
Enter and exit driveways carefully. Be especially alert. Children
are darting out from between parked
vehicles and from behind bushes.
Never drink and drive. If attending a
Halloween party, designate a driver.
Keep eyes on the road. Neighborhoods
that don’t normally have pedestrian or
bicycle traffic may experience an increase in activity on Halloween.
Remember that children are excited and may forget to stop, look
and listen before crossing the street.
Be patient. Young children need
time to cross the street, especially if
their costumes impair their ability
to see or hear what is around them.

Hochstein Paintings
Featured At Pearl
ELIZABETH – Daniel Hochstein
of Cranford will be featured in the
gallery space at the offices of the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth.
Mr. Hochstein’s artworks are in
private collections in the United
States, Germany, Russia and Australia. He exhibited at the International
Juried Show at the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit, the Merck
Juried Art Show, Gallery 125 in Trenton, Art Expo New York and the
Perkins Gallery in Stoughton, Mass.,
and he participated in workshops at
The Art Students League of New
York and the Scottsdale Artist School
in Arizona.
He now works from his studio in
Cranford. His work can also be seen on
the internet at www.hochsteinart.com.
The solo exhibit of Mr. Hochstein
can be seen now through Friday, December 16. Gallery hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery are welcome
to apply. For more information about
the Pearl Street Gallery or to learn
about other programs, services and
volunteer opportunities, contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202 or call (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users can dial
711
or
send
e-mail
to
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

of the magical heroines in like films
of the late 1930s and ‘40’s, when both
knighthood and its feminine counterpart were much more in bloom. Still,
the adolescent fantasy is welcome. If
nothing else, we want to see, A. — if
she’s real; and B. —if the relationship succeeds.
Mr. Crowe’s headier intentions for
his script, a sociological satire on the
close-knit Southern family that lost
its patriarch when “that woman” took
him away, has its high points. In fact,
some of its witty deductions are rather
universal and bound to strike a familiar chord. Granted, the possibility of
true love at its core manages to intermittently hold our interest for much
of the way. Yet by journey’s end we
feel a lot more jostled than rejuvenated.
The film’s philosophical deductions
are a long time coming, like the patter
of a very slow, meandering joke teller
who tacitly challenges us to deliver
his punch line. And yet while expecting no different than is finally divulged, we are nonetheless surprised
that Mr. Crowe allowed himself to be
satisfied with such predictability, that
no redemptive twist rides to the rescue.
Otherwise, Mr. Crowe tackles too
much this go-round, attempting a
philosophical be-all, end-all that just
doesn’t have enough firepower to
sustain its ambitions. Too bad he
couldn’t assign a Claire to hold our
hand through the too often sluggish
passages. If he had, Elizabethtown
might have proven a much more hospitable destination.
*******
Elizabethtown, rated PG-13, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by Cameron Crowe and stars Orlando
Bloom, Kirsten Dunst and Susan
Sarandon. Running time: 123 minutes.

Y Offers Lecture On
Motion Films Industry
UNION – As the Jewish New Year
Holiday season comes to an end, the
YM-YWHA of Union will resume its
programming, beginning on Sunday
October 30. At noon, Dr. Dennis
Klein, chairman of the Jewish Studies Department at Kean University
will present as part of the Jewish
Studies Series. The topic will be,
“Jews and Jersey at the Inception of
the Motion Film Industry.” Due to a
grant by Temple Beth El of Elizabeth
Memorial Fund, this program is free.
At 2 p.m., the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Concert Bnad, under the direction of Howard
Toplansky, will present “Autumn Selections.” The 50-plus piece band is
the “Y” house band, and they not only
play at least five concerts a year, they
also practice every Sunday morning
at the “Y.”
The last concert, “Tribute to Jewish Composers,” held on September
18, drew over 100 people. The cost of
the concert is $5 for seniors and students, $7 for a regular ticket. There is
no pre-registration necessary for either program. For more information,
call the “Y” at (908) 289-8112. The
“Y” is located at 501 Green Lane in
Union.

SP-F Music Boosters
Hold Pasta Night
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Music Boosters will
hold their third annual Pasta Night
Dinner on Wednesday, November 2
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Cafeteria, from 4:30 to 7:30
p.m.
The ticket price includes pasta,
salad, bread and one meatball.
Additional meatballs are 50 cents
each, beverages $1 each, and desserts
25 cents each.
Adults pay $5 in advance or $8 at
the door.
Student and senior-citizen prices
are $3 or $5 at the door. Children
three and under will be admitted for
free.
Tickets may be purchased by contacting Jo Gassler at (908) 789-9773
or Byard Bridge at (908) 232-5929.

Town Book Store Hosts
NJ’s Alfred Martino
WESTFIELD – To kick off their
November author events, The Town
Book Store of Westfield will be hosting a special meet and greet book
signing by a New Jersey author.
On Saturday, November 5, from 2
to 4 p.m., Alfred Martino will be in
the store to promote his young adult
novel, “Pinned.” Alfred Martino is
founder and president of Listen &
Live Audio. “Pinned” is his first novel.
Anyone unable to attend this event
can call and reserve an autographed
copy. For more information call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535.
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Elizabethtown:
Doesn’t Hit Home
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MURPHY’S LAW REIGNS…Anything that can go wrong does in the play within
a play in Cranford Dramatic Club’s comedy Noises Off. The 1984 Tony winner for
best play continues weekends at the 78 Winans Avenue community theater through
the end of the month with the last show this Saturday, October 29.

TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

Making Lots of Noise
CDC’s Comedy Noises Off
BY SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nine actors can sure make a lot of
noise, especially when they are trying to be quiet backstage. In a nutshell, that’s part of the plotline of
Noises Off, a three-act farce by
Michael Frayn that won the 1984
Tony for Best Play. The play is currently being staged at the Cranford
Dramatic Club, 78 Winans Avenue,
through this Saturday, October 29.
Now you might think that because
this play-within-a-play deals with actors and their on- and off-stage antics,
it is just for theater people. Not so. We
all recognize the stress inducing scenario of pulling off an event, be it a
potluck dinner at the local church, a
daughter’s wedding or a megafundraiser charity ball at the country
club.
We all can sit back and laugh when
things go abysmally wrong because
the mishaps are occurring to someone other than us.
In typical British “Upstairs/Downstairs” fashion, the maid (Sharon
Saks) gives the play’s exposition in
her telephone conversations. As she
mixes up lines and what she is doing
with a plate of sardines, an exasperated-yet-patient director (Bill Lee)
bounds from the audience of the
Cranford Dramatic Club to try to talk
the actress into doing what she is
supposed to do. It’s final rehearsal
night for the British drama he is producing and everything that can do so
is going wrong.
Amid people missing cues, dropping lines and erroneously moving
props from one spot to another, havoc
rules with the under rehearsed actors
and the sleep-deprived stage managers (Paul Bettys and Becky Randazzo)
who can’t do much to save the show
from disaster.
Some of the sight gags are slapstick in nature — boxes and bags and
sardines in the right and wrong
places. The playis a crazy fun house
ride with axe attacks, crashing scenery and pratfalls on sardine-slicked

floors. The entire cast masters the
show’s split-second precision of choreographed door-slamming entrances and exits.
The glue scene where Freddy
(Patrick R. Field), sticks his hands to
paper and plate, brings howls. If you’re
going for silly, you have to play it for
all it’s worth. And these actors do.
“I’ve heard of people getting stuck
with a problem,” says Freddy with
both hands immobile and his pants
around his ankles, “but this is ridiculous.”
Helping an inebriated actor with
his lines, dealing with personality
differences and overcoming quick
changes without the aid of a dresser
can produce an on-stage mess, but
like a good cake with lots of strange
ingredients thrown into the bowl, the
end result is a sugary delight.
By the closing night of the British
play, the actors go through their lines
by rote, mix-up props unmercifully,
make entrances with costumes askew
and have dropped inflections that previously made the double entendres
come alive. It’s a director’s worst
nightmare realized, and we have a
ball along the way.
One suggestion to keep the momentum of the frantic pace: the two
intermissions should be 10 minutes
rather than 15 minutes each.
Outstanding performances are delivered by Lynn Langone, whose sexstarved character Brooke/Vicki doggedly sticks to the script despite chaos
around her.
Lee as the British play’s director
Lloyd Dallas has terrific vocal projection and Shakespearean stage presence, yet just enough sleaze for us to
despise him for his sexual escapades
with his cast and crew.
The grand two-story set by Terry
Schulz and Jim Ruff stands up well
amid the slamming and stomping.
Bravo to Noises Off director
Anamaria Llanos-Carrizo who has
assembled the talented ensemble
cast which possesses great comic
timing.

Violinist Syvertsen Joins
NJWA Music Studio Staff
WESTFIELD –Violinist Kimberly sion at Montclair State University.
Syvertsen has joined the faculty of
She has also been a private violin
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts teacher in the New York, New Jersey
and Baltimore areas. An active chamMusic Studio in Westfield.
Ms. Syvertsen
ber musician,
holds a Bachelor
Ms. Syvertsen
appeared
of Music Degree
in Violin Perforthroughout the
mance from the
East Coast in
solo, chamber
Peabody Conservatory of the Johns
and orchestra
Hopkins Univerperformances.
She has been a
sity. She studied at
the Heifetz Intermember of the
national Music InPeabody Constitute and is procert Orchestra,
ficient
in
the Peabody
Chamber MuGalamian,
Rolland
and
sic Program
Suzuki pedagogiand
the
cal methods of
Montclair State
University
teaching.
While attending
Symphony Orthe Peabody, Ms.
chestra. Ms.
Syvertsen has
Syvertsen directed
an after-school vioalso been a conViolionist Kimberly Syvertsen
lin program in the
certmaster for
Baltimore City
the Youth OrPublic Schools. There her ergonomic chestra of Montclair.
pedagogy materials used in the proFor information on any NJWA program received acclaim at a performing gram, visit the office at 150-152 East
arts medical conference. The talented Broad Street or call (908) 789-9696.
violinist has also been on the faculty of Log
on
to
the Stokes Forest Music Camp and is www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
on the faculty of the Pre-College Divi- additional information.

VOCAL INSTRUCTION...Marcus Shepard, a student in the College Preparatory Division of Calderone School of Music receives vocal instruction from bassbaritone vocalist George Spitzer, who performs and records operatic solos in Italy
and throughout the United States.

Please Send Arts & Entertainment News
To ae@goleader.com

As the summer fades away and the
leaves turn orange, November creeps
upon us, bringing with it turkey dinner, football games and voting booths.
Every year, as Election Day approaches, there are cries for younger
voters to become more involved in
politics. And every year, those cries
are met with a lackluster response. In
last year’s election, the 18-to-24
crowd was supposed to change the
face of the election with a recordhigh turnout. Instead, according to
educationnext.org, only 45 percent
of young voters pulled the lever.
Despite the efforts aimed at high
school and college students by groups
like Rock the Vote, the results are
consistently substandard. The question has long been discussed: why do
young people seem so apathetic to
the politics that have so much effect
on their lives?
An article recently published in the
Wall Street Journal (Plugged In, But
Tuned Out: Getting Kids to Connect
to the Non-Virtual World-October 6,
2005) suggests that while teens in the
“connected generation” are using the
internet and cell phones to connect
with their “own private societies” of
friends, they are cutting themselves
off from the outside world. The piece
cites a serious problem with today’s
youth. Many teens are oblivious to
what’s going on around them, such as
genocide in Darfur or the ongoing
energy crisis.

It is disheartening that such welleducated and compassionate communities sometime place such little significance on such important issues.
But there are ways to foster change.
Families, whether over the dinner
table or rushing somewhere in the
car, should take a few minutes to
discuss world issues as well as school
assignments and carpool schedules.
It wouldn’t hurt kids to glance over
the newspaper in the morning or flip
past the 10 o’ clock news to catch up
with what’s going on.
More importantly, students should
get involved. Local and gubernatorial elections are occurring soon and
are the perfect opportunities for kids
to learn about politics. There are
plenty of opportunities available, such
as volunteering for a campaign, working with a school club or simply staying updated on the process.
If teens can understand and appreciate politics on a local level, they
will be more prepared and excited to
participate in 2006’s senatorial elections and 2008’s presidential elections. By seeing what a difference
political involvement makes before
their 18th birthdays, young voters
will give this aspect of their adult
status a higher significance. An interest must be cultivated over time in
order to be successful. As November
arrives, the chance to kindle an interest in politics comes with it. Don’t let
this opportunity go to waste.
Jessica Riegel is a junior at
Westfield High School.

Power Dressing Exhibit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

style have meaning and can be read
in a certain way. But Dr. Clarke is
fervent in that she views the materials “as art objects.”
“We don’t think of dress as art in
the U.S., but in Africa, concepts of art
are so much broader than ours. The
body becomes a living canvas.”
The first section of the exhibit,
Style and Status, explores the relationship between the two and how
they correlate. As example, Dr.
Clarke chose an early 20th century
robe (riga) from the Nigerian region.
Made of cotton and wool, its two
main colors, white and green, represent both spirituality and fertility.

This section displays four partial
costumes of the Hausa —predominantly a Muslim culture in northern
Nigeria.
The large robe, worn as an over
garment, is 57 x 103 inches. Dr.
Clarke explained that the concept is
to create an ‘aesthetic of bigness’ to
include volume and layering. It
makes the person symbolically and
physically bigger.
“We tried to evoke how the sleeves
would be rolled up. A wearer would
be constantly readjusting his sleeves
and that, in itself, draws attention to
the body.”
Continued next week…

Scotch Plains Cartoonist
Brings History to Life
BY MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Fifty-five
years ago, as a young man of 19,
Frank Thorne accepted his first job –
producing a cartoon for the Elizabeth
Daily Journal. Unlike other cartoons
that have become popular over the
years, Mr. Thorne’s wasn’t about a
superhero, a police detective or a redhaired woman newspaper reporter.
Instead, the cartoonist chose Union
County as his subject, and for 173
editions, the series, “The Illustrated
History of Union County” appeared
daily in the now defunct newspaper.
Recently, all 173 installments of
“The Illustrated History of Union
County” were
compiled, modernized and published
in a book by the
same name. All
proceeds from its
sale are earmarked
for the Aunt Betty
Frazee Project, the
renovation of the
Frazee house,
which is located at
the intersection of
Cooper Road and
Terrill Road at the
site of the old Terry
Lou Zoo. This endeavor is being undertaken by the
Scotch PlainsFanwood Rotary
Club, in partnership with other area
organizations and concerned citizens,
as part of the 2005 Centennial Celebration of Rotary International.
According to the website of the
Scotch Plains Rotary Club, the objective of The Aunt Betty Frazee
Project is to restore the Betty Frazee
House to its original condition, to
preserve the Colonial heritage of
Scotch Plains and to make the Betty
Frazee House and the surrounding
parkland a beautiful public place for
all to enjoy.
A longtime resident of Scotch
Plains, Mr. Thorne, who is 75 years
old, continues to entertain audiences
as a cartoonist. He admits to long
being enamored of “Aunt Betty”
Frazee, the Union County heroine
who, on June 26, 1777, refused to
serve the British Generals Lord
Cornwallis and William Howe the
bread she had freshly baked for the
Continental Army.
He had already made the decision
to collect the cartoons and offer them
to a nonprofit organization when he
heard about the Rotary Club’s project.
“The match with the Aunt Betty
Frazee Project was perfect,” he said,
of the collaboration.

Because the original cartoons were
yellowed and faded, Mr. Thorne had
to recreate them. One of the modernizations they endured was the replacement of the hand lettering on the
older versions with computer type.
“I also had to change some of the
wording in order to make the text
more ‘politically correct’ for the
present day and age,” he explained.
“The Illustrated History of Union
County” takes a fresh new approach
to the richness and significance of the
events that took place here, in our
own backyard, and the role they played
in, among other things, the birth of
our country.
The book’s cartoon-style format
complete with illustrations make
it a great supplement for teaching history in the
classroom.
“I’ve loved to
draw since a
small
child,
which gave me
an early start. I
was doing illustrations for pulp
magazines when
I was 17,” Mr.
Thorne
explained.
The cartoonist, who attended
Manhattan’s Art
Career School
atop the Flatiron Building, is the
writer/creator/artist of cartoons that
have appeared in Playboy, Heavy
Metal and National Lampoon magazines, among others. His newspaper
comics include: “Perry Mason,” “Dr.
Guy Bennett” and “Mandrake the Magician.” He has also illustrated
children’s books.
In addition, Mr. Thorne is the author of four novels: “The Barrington
Hall Sketchbook,” “Drawing Sexy
Women,” “The Crystal Ballroom” and
“The Alizarrian Trilogy: Nymph,
Sprite, Sylph.” He is the recipient of
numerous awards, including the Playboy Editorial Award for best comic
strip for “Moonshine McJugs.” Additionally, he has received the San Diego Inkpot Award, the National Cartoonists Society Best Comic Book
Cartoonist Award, the Warren Magazine Best Comic Award and the N.J.
Art Director’s Club.
“The Illustrated History of Union
County”
is
published
by
Fantagraphics Publishers and is available from local and online bookstores.
Mr. Thorne will be autographing copies of his book at Barnes and Noble in
Springfield on Saturday, December
3, from 2 to 5 p.m.
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Dress For Success: Newark
Museum’s ‘Power Dressing’
BY MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHO YOU GONNA CALL...Pictured above, star of TLC’s Dead Tenants
Plainfield ghost hunter Deryl Mitzen is “enchanted” by the “preternatural.”

Mitzen: More Than Your
Average Ghost-Hunter
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The privilege of
viewing the premiere episode of
TLC’s Dead Tenants with the star of
the series and other members of the
eight-member crew was all mine on
Thursday, October 13, at 10 p.m. at
the home of Plainfield resident Deryl
Mitzen, founder and team leader of
the Preternatural Research Society
(PRS).
Mr. Mitzen, a lifelong Union
County resident, has always been
enchanted by the other world – one
that he calls the “preternatural” – and
one that most definitely transcends
the ordinary.
PRS was founded on May 1, 2003,
with a team meeting and the unveiling of Mitzen’s manifesto. Eighteen
months later, PRS struck up a deal
with The Learning Channel to film a
10-episode series in which the group
investigates and cleanses the homes
of families who feel they have uninvited occupants.
As Mr. Mitzen explains, there are
four components to their work, distinguishing PRS from other ghosthunters. Those components include
the psychic, scientific, historical and
psychological.
The team he assembled, unlike most
other groups, takes on demonic cases.
“We are not merely ghost hunters,
who usually are only spectators. We
look for negative occurrences and if
we find them, we attempt to alleviate
the situation with a cleansing or a
séance,” Mr. Mitzen said.
PRS has a total of five psychics –
well, 5 ½ if Mr. Mitzen, referring to
himself as “an occult specialist,” includes his own abilities – and three
other members, including a historian,
a researcher and a police officer who
lives and works locally.
The team members come from all
over the world and have many years
of experience. Jane Doherty from
South Plainfield has been a psychic
medium for over 25 years. She is a
hypnotherapist and published author
of “Awakening the Psychic Gift.”
When in the presence of a spirit, Ms.
Doherty’s stomach expands nearly
four inches.
Farah Yurdozu, born and raised in

Turkey, is a Tarot card reader who had
her own paranormal television show
that continues to air in 15 countries.
She is the author of four books on
UFO’s, and she has the ability to
identify spirits.
Architectural expert and historian
Ken Roginski is the team’s researcher.
His own 1910 Freehold home was
featured on HGTV for his restoration.
He has experience working with the
New Jersey Historic Trust, and he has
his
own
website:
www.oldhouseguy.com.
Greek-born Kiki Mandalozis uses
her intuitive abilities to sense spirits
and perform holistic energy healing.
She and Mr. Mitzen met through Mr.
Roginski and, in addition to working
together, have formed a personal team
of their own. “The more I got to know
her, I thought she would be a great
addition to the team,” says Mr. Mitzen
with a little smile.
Spirit medium Susan Pie has had a
private practice for 15 years, in which
she does energy work, house
cleansings and investigations. Mr.
Mitzen consulted for her group before she joined PRS. Noelle Daidone
contributes to the scientific research
for the team, and according to Mr.
Mitzen, her “psychic abilities are starting to develop in this type of setting.”
Police officer Dave Owens (not his
real name) was added to the team for
his 20-years of experience developing an incredible ability to conduct
interviews, look at and assess a scene
and use the equipment to enhance the
search.
With the launch of Dead Tenants,
Mr. Mitzen is becoming a very busy
man. While he is not working with
autistic children in New Providence
and in his own private practice, he is
juggling a schedule including offers
to lecture and working on his web
design business, www.webspell.net.
Updated information on PRS is available at: www.preternatural.org.
The episode airing this evening was
filmed locally and, according to Mr.
Mitzen, will feature “one of the most
negative cases that PRS has encountered.” He adds, “Watch for some
amazing things caught on video.”
I know what I will be doing at 10
p.m.

NEWARK – Newark Museum’s
“Power Dressing,” the first exhibit of
its kind, addresses the connection
between dress and prestige in African
males. Westfield’s Dr. Christa Clarke,
African curator, gave the Westfield
Leader and The Times a private guided
tour of the exhibit, which features
roughly 50 pieces from the museum’s
collection and loans from private and
public lenders, including The Brooklyn Museum.
The gallery is predicated on a theme
of dress as a visual expression of self.
The clothing’s material, symbols and
color contain physical reminders and
spiritual undertones of status and
wealth, while some illuminate a relationship with past generations.
Dr. Clarke admits that preconceptions surrounding African art label it
more “folkloric” and timeless, but
she considers it changing and evolving and sought to place pieces of
dress into a specific moment of time.
As an example, dominating the exhibit is an enlarged photograph of
Oba Ademuwagun Adesida II, the
Deji (regional ruler) of Akure, a city
in Nigeria. As Dr. Clarke stressed, to
know the social and political history
of the region allows one to discover
the significance of the collection. The
robe in the photo, also part of the
exhibition, is from the early 20th century and belongs to the Yoruba culture. The photo, taken in November

HYBRID GARMENT...“Power Dressing” features a dominating reproduction of
Eliot Elisofon’s 1959 Life Magazine photo of the ruler of Akure in Nigeria.

1959 by a Life Magazine photographer, unearths the political and social
change of the time.
Dr. Clarke dug up the
photographer’s notes and in them, he
talks about who the ruler was. The
notes explain, as Dr. Clarke tells it,
that the photo was taken a month
before Nigeria had its first federal
election. “It’s significant at this moment in history that he (ruler) chose
to wear this dress. It’s his way of
emphasizing the importance of traditional systems of leadership in a Nigeria that’s completely changing and
where the systems might erode.”
Although acknowledging it was not
her realm of expertise per se, she

DRESS CODE...Newark Museum’s African curator Dr. Christa Clarke and husband, Brendan, both of Westfield, attend Tuesday’s Members’ Preview Reception.
.

“Deserted Village” Founder
Felt Comes Back to Life

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — In 1845,
David Felt built a mill along the Blue
Brook, two dams to supply waterpower for that mill, and an entire town
on the bluff above the mill to house all
of the people who would work there.
That town became known as
Feltville. On October 15 and 16 of this
year, David Felt returned to lead tours
of the factory town that once housed
hundreds of workers and family members. The mile-long tours occurred
during the weekend-long open house
at the historic site, as part of Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a Weekend” celebration of Union County
history.
Feltville was a thriving mill town
from 1845 to 1860. After being sold
by Felt, it was reborn in 1882 as
Glenside Park, a summer resort. This
business closed in 1916 and the
Village was again deserted until
being purchased by the Union
County Park Commission during
the 1920’s.
As part of the Four Centuries in a

Weekend program, staffed activities
occurred at the Deserted Village. Parks
Department staff was stationed at the
restored church/general store all
weekend to answer questions.
The focus for restoration of the
Deserted Village is its many archaeological resources. A program offered
by the county, “Operation Archeology,” teaches fifth-grade students the
principles of archaeology and enables
them to excavate hundreds of real
artifacts from an artificial site. During the Four Centuries weekend, visitors got their hands dirty digging for
artifacts in a box dig exercise that is
an introduction to archaeological
technique.
For additional information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Center
at (908) 789-3670.
Tickets are still available at Trailside
for Haunted Hayrides that will run at
the Deserted Village on Oct. 28-30.
Further information on the other “Four
Centuries in a Weekend” sites, phone
(908) 558-2550.

gestured toward, in a modern context, (current Afghanistan President)
Hamid Karzai’s wearing of a traditional cape (chapan) when sworn in
as the country’s first popularly-elected
president, Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice’s dress at the G8
Summit and former President Bill
Clinton’s donning a strip of kente
(strip-woven textile traditionally worn
by leaders) while in Africa as “strategic choices” that may have been politically motivated, similar to the African Deji’s dress in the photo.
The exhibition defines power
through visual statements. In the
ruler’s dress, the robe features many
faces, referring to the original Yoruba
kings, beads that are believed to be
spiritually-significant symbols and
triangles that represent wealth. “It
reinforces that traditional systems of
rule of important,” she reminded.
Dr. Clarke said the exhibit “literally emerged from storage here at the
museum. It’s an idea I had based on
looking at our collection,” she said.
She said many of the items were
not able to be permanently viewed
because they’re “inherently fragile.”
“It was an opportunity to showcase
part of our collection that we don’t
always get to see.”
She explained that other presumption of dress tend to stress the importance of women’s role. “I think it’s
useful to view it from a different
perspective. In Africa, I thought it
was worthwhile to look at it from a
position of power because men tend
to be in the more visible spaces of
power,” she said.
In the exhibit, it becomes clear
that the material, symbolism and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

Full Count to Perform
At CDC ‘Swingtime’
WESTFIELD – The Full Count
Big Band will be a featured performer
during the annual fundraiser for the
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) Community Theatre in Cranford. This
year’s benefit show is titled
“Swingtime at CDC” and will feature
many of the stars and featured vocalists from the CDC roster. The show
starts at 8 p.m. and runs on two consecutive evenings on Friday and Saturday, November 18 and 19.
“We are excited to have Full Count
supporting the CDC,” said CDC
Swingtime Show Producer Roger
Hayden, “It will be an exciting weekend for great music and plenty of
room for swing dancing.”
Tickets for the event are $25 for
theatre-style seating and $35 for cabaret-style seating up close to the dance
floor. Complementary refreshments
will be available during each show.
At these shows Full Count will
feature the CDC vocalists singing
traditional big-band favorites, a number of new songs from the swing era
and some arrangements that recently
premiered during an engagement as
the only local musical act participating in the Brick City Swing series at
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
For more information or tickets
regarding “Swingtime at CDC,” call
(908) 276-7611. The theatre is located at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.
For more information about The Full
Count Big Band including a complete
performance calendar, visit the band’s
website at: www.westfieldnj.com/
fullcount.

Get Outta’
The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The
Times

On Friday, November 4, The
Turtles, Featuring Flo & Eddie,
will perform at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $30 and $35. You may
not remember songs such as
“Happy Together,” but the show
should be fun regardless. See if
tickets are still available by calling (732) 499-8226, or logging
onto: www.ucac.org.
*******
The Merck 2005 Union
County Juried Art Show, at the
Arts Guild of Rahway, is on exhibit through Friday, November
11. See it on Wednesday through
Saturday, or by appointment, by
calling (732) 381-7511. The show
features 25 local artists and a variety or works including oils, photography, assemblage, and more.
*******
For Halloween fun, visit
Clinton’s Red Mill Museum Village for the 15th Annual Haunted
Mill, on Friday and Saturday,
October 28 and 29, from 6 p.m. to
midnight. There will be haunted
hayrides and performances by
Darkness Reigns. Lines get longest around 8 p.m. Admission is
$20, and the ticket window opens
at 5 p.m. For directions and more
information, log onto: http://
hauntedmill.theredmill.org/
Home.htm. Kids should be eight
years old or older to attend.
*******
Of course there is also Halloween family fun at the Six Flags
Great Adventure Fright Fest 2005,
running through Monday, October 31, with many new shows and
attractions added this year. Get
ticket information (that may include a $10 savings) by visiting
the
website:
http://
w w w. s i x f l a g s . c o m / p a r k s /
greatadventure/Tic ketInf o/
index.html.
*******
If you have no plans to use that
jack-o-lantern, bring it to Echo
Lake Park on Tuesday, November
1 for The Great Pumpkin Sail.
It’s $6 for a family of four, but you
must have a ticket to participate.
You will also get candles, pumpkin floats, hot chocolate, a campfire, marshmallows, and there will
be a singer, storyteller and guitarist, for entertainment around the
campfire.
Visit
http://
www.ucnj.org/svcsgov/parksrec/
program2.htm#pumpkin for more
information, or call (908) 7893670.

Junior Musical Club
Announces Auditions
WESTFIELD – The Junior Musical Club of Westfield will hold auditions to admit new members on
Wednesday, November 2, at the home
of Jason Tammam, 1168 Prospect
Street in Westfield. The auditions are
open to all high-school students as
well as eighth graders who are interested in studying music and sharing it
with other talented musicians.
Two pieces must be performed from
memory. The first must be from one
of the periods up to and including
Beethoven and the other must be from
the Romantic or Modern period. Performers must provide their own accompaniment if it is needed. To audition, contact Ellen Scariati at (908)
771-9555.
The Junior Musical Club is a performing group of high school instrumentalists and vocalists from
Westfield and surrounding areas. They
conduct monthly meetings, and in
addition, plan to go on trips to see
professional musicians perform at
places like New Jersey Performing
Arts Center and Paper Mill Playhouse.
This year’s officers are: Jean
Namkung, president; Kirsten
Mandala, vice president of programs;
Ellen Scariati, vice president of auditions; Andrew Gibson, treasurer;
Wendy Lin, secretary, Elena Tinfow,
hospitality, and Bryan Krichilsky,
publicity. Last weekend the club held
its first meeting at Andrew’s home in
Scotch Plains. The next meeting will
be at the Krichilsky home, 1027 Summit Avenue in Westfield, on Sunday,
November 6, at 7 p.m.

FULL COUNT...Full Count big band recently performed as the only local
musical act participating in the Brick City Swing series at NJPAC.

