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Getting Involved Makes a
Difference for Good Gov’t.

Municipal Gov. Needs
Efficient Management Skills

Higher Taxes in Westfield
Are Not Inevitable

By Eric Leuthold, GOP
Fourth Ward Council Candidate

Municipal government needs ef-
fective, efficient management, not
only during the budgetary process,
but also at the planning and imple-
mentation stages. As your town coun-
cilman, I will bring my unique set of
administrative and budgetary skills
to our town government.

My career in the healthcare field
as administrative director of radiol-
ogy at a New Jersey not-for-profit
hospital requires that I find new ways
to stretch every dollar. I am consis-
tently required to do more with less,
while maintaining the high level of
service that our patients expect and
deserve. My professional life re-
quires that I administer a multi-mil-
lion dollar annual budget and main-
tain responsibility for more than 60
employees in six different and unique
departments.

Not unlike town government, my
experience in this necessary “ser-
vice” business will be easily trans-
ferred and applied to the manage-
ment of your scarce and precious tax
dollars.

I have spent my summer and fall
reaching out to the citizens having
knocked on nearly every door in the
Fourth Ward. This active participa-
tion with my neighbors confirmed
what I already knew — the most
important issue on the minds of vot-
ers is rising taxes and the inability
of our families to maintain their
homes and lifestyles in our wonder-
ful town.

It is for this reason that the council
must continue to have at the heart of

every discussion, the tax ramifica-
tions of its actions. While the town
council has no control over approxi-
mately 85 percent of the taxes levied
on our homeowners, we must con-
tinue to keep the municipal portion of
our taxes in check. We must remain
vigilant in asking the question “can
we do more with less?” without sac-
rificing the services we as Westfielders
expect.

Another part of my job is manag-
ing collective bargaining negotiations
over salaries and wages and under-
standing the minutiae of health care
benefits. These particular items make
up more than 64 percent of our mu-
nicipal budget or about $21,000,000.
As we are presently in negotiations
with our fire department and will
shortly have the police contract re-
newal upon us, my experience in these
areas will be a valued asset to the
town council.

Lastly, as we are in such close
proximity to the metropolitan center
of New York City, disaster prepared-
ness and management is on the minds
of many of our residents. Many of our
citizens commute everyday using
mass transportation. Whether the
threat of harm is an innocuous book
bag at the train station or a major
disruption of our rail transportation, I
have the experience to ensure that our
town is prepared.

My formal training and experi-
ence in the incident command pro-
cess gives me another unique per-
spective, which I will bring to the
town council. As an executive at a
regional health care facility, I serve
as planning section chief and logis-
tics commander of disaster pre-
paredness and have actively par-
ticipated in simulated drills includ-
ing the statewide Radiation Acci-
dent Preparedness (RAP) drill. I
was also actively involved in the
well-publicized international disas-
ter drill, TOPOFF3, in which our
own police and fire departments
were active participants.

With my professional skills and
desire to serve my community, I am
confident that, as your town council-
man, I will be a valuable asset to our
town government. For more infor-
mation on my campaign and me,
please visit my website at
leuthold2005.com.

By Sal Caruana, GOP
First Ward Councilman Candidate

Like so many other Westfield resi-
dents, I believe it is important for each
of us to get involved in volunteer ac-
tivities that help build and serve our
community and our neighbors in need.
During my 12 years in town, I have
been fortunate to find many rewarding
opportunities to do so. I was
fundraising chairman of the Westfield
September 11 Memorial and founded
Westfield Cares, a group of 50 resi-
dents who, with the help of over 100 of
our businesses, came to the aid of our
September 11 families.

I am on the board of directors of the
United Way and have served on the
board of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation. As a trustee of the Col-
lege Men’s Club, I had been dinner
chairman for five years and helped to
raise tens of thousands of dollars for
college scholarships for needy
Westfield students. I also originated
and implemented a College Men’s Club
program, which now awards full schol-
arships (26 last year) for SAT tutorials
to Westfield High School juniors with
economic hardship.

And finally, I have spent 10 enjoy-
able years coaching girl’s soccer, soft-
ball and basketball, which have pro-
vided me with many great father-
daughter memories.

When I decided to run for town
council three years ago, it was because
I saw an emerging need as urgent and
important as any other I had seen in
our community before— a need to
maintain good government. The park-
ing deck agenda was moving fast, and
along with it a political climate in
which those citizens who (like me)
had questions or concerns were not
being heard, or worse, were being
ignored by our elected officials. I
sought public office for the purpose of
fighting on the town council for open-
ness, fairness and integrity on the is-
sue and the governing process.

As you may remember, it was some-
times a lonely and difficult fight at
Town Hall, but it was a fight that was
won at the polls last November in a
referendum that overwhelmingly de-
feated the project. It was an important
victory for good government in
Westfield, and I’m proud to have con-
tributed to the outcome.

As I looked around three years ago,

I also saw other urgent needs in our
community, needs that government
had ignored and overlooked for too
long. As councilman, I have worked
hard to bring solutions to many of
these problems. At Franklin School, I
was able to help bring a new crossing
guard and crosswalk to the dangerous
intersection at Stanmore to increase
the safety of our children, as well as
two more crossing guards on Dudley
and Lawrence and Dudley and Pros-
pect. These two intersections,
Franklin School, Tuttle Parkway and
Mountain, Lawrence, Walnut are the
most hazardous in the First Ward.

I sought safety improvements and
they are now on the way as part of the
recently-concluded traffic initiative
under Mayor Andy Skitibsky. To-
gether, the mayor and I have worked
to fight back over-development and
McMansions with a new height ordi-
nance on new construction, we’ve
worked to substantially impact recre-
ation by improving our athletic fields
with the addition of a state-of-the art
turf field and we have also improved
communications with a new inter-
active town website. Above all, we
have introduced new management and
fiscal tools to keep tax increases down.

A lot has been accomplished dur-
ing the last three years in all policy
areas, but there is more work to be
done. I deeply thank the voters of the
First Ward for the great privilege of
having served as your councilman
and humbly ask for your vote again
on November 8, as someone you can
trust to continue to work hard to con-
serve your tax dollars and to identify
and implement solutions to help build
a better Westfield for us and our fami-
lies. For more information, please
contact me at home at (908) 233-
4039 or visit www.caruana2005.com.

By Dave Haas, DEM
Third Ward Council Candidate

We often hear that death and taxes
are the two things in life that are
inevitable. But I believe that higher
taxes each year are not inevitable in
Westfield.

In the past four years, Westfield’s
municipal taxes have gone up by ap-
proximately 33 percent. That increase
does not even include the town’s hikes
in user fees and parking fees. Just as
importantly, thousands of Westfield
residents I have met with over the
past six months know that they are
not receiving 33 percent more in ser-
vices from the town. Simply put, we
can do better.

To start with, we should work
smarter and more efficiently. We should
not spend money studying a parking
redevelopment project that no one
wants. Two years ago, as a council-
man, I called for a referendum on the
fatally-flawed parking redevelopment
project – before all the studies. Neither
Mayor Greg McDermott nor any other
council member, including current
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, would stand
with me.

In the end, we spent and spent on
studies, legal fees and professional
fees before discovering what we
should have already known — that
the town was overwhelmingly against
the parking redevelopment project. I
hope to return to the town council this

year to help ensure that we do not
repeat these same mistakes again.

I believe we need to move towards
a better budget process, one that does
not assume increased taxes. Next year,
the newly elected mayor and town
council should direct the town ad-
ministrator to present a budget that
keeps taxes at or below the rate of
inflation. In order to eliminate bud-
getary waste, the tone must be set
from the top.

When Tom Jardim served as mayor,
he established the Westfield Expen-
diture Review Board, a group of citi-
zen volunteers on which I served.
That board served as an additional
budgetary control and helped us keep
taxes in check. If elected in Novem-
ber, I will work with Mayor Tom
Jardim to bring back the Westfield
Expenditure Review Board to get
property taxes back under control.

Ever-higher property taxes are a
force that tends to drive apart our
community. Empty nesters and se-
niors on a fixed income are too often
forced to move from the town they
raised their families in and have grown
to love. Families feel the pinch each
and every year when the tax bill comes
and it is hundreds of dollars more
than the year before.

I look forward to going to work for
you to cut out the waste, bring municipal
taxes back under control and ensure that
we are all getting our money’s worth.
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PARKING IN BACK! 

418-426 NORTH WOOD AVE.
LINDEN, NJ

All Sales Final. We accept all major credit cards. No price adjustments on 
previous purchases, no exchanges and no refunds. Coupon offers do not apply.

Prices good while supplies last. No rain checks, layaway or holds.
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Fall Clearance Center
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Junior Dresses
Values from $109-$499
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Values from $179-$609
Daymor, Montage,
Scala, Mon Cheri 
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Reduced Again!

Values from $49-$99$9.99 OR LESS! ONLY $1.99 $9.99
BALI, PLAYTEX, GODDESS & MORE!

BRAS, BODYSHAPERS, GIRDLES 
& MORE!

CARNIVAL, LOLLI POP, 
VANITY FAIR & MORE
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Rulf Participates In
Medical Ceremony

WESTFIELD – Joanna Rulf,
daughter of Sharon and Benjamin
Rulf of Westfield, a first-year student
at the University of New England
College of Osteopathic Medicine
(UNECOM), participated recently in
the college’s annual White Coat Cer-
emony to formally recognize the tran-
sition students make from lay per-
sons to those assuming the responsi-
bility of physicians. The evening cer-
emony was held at the Holiday Inn by
the Bay in Portland, Me. on Thurs-
day, October 6.

BRUNCH BUNCH…Women gathered at Echo Lake Country Club last Thurs-
day for a ‘Get the Vote Out’ brunch in support of Westfield candidate for town
council Vicki Kimmins. Pictured, from left to right, are:  Second Ward candidate
Ms. Kimmins, former councilwoman Betty List, Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan, Mrs. Andy Skibitsky and Mrs. Bud Boothe.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 11/02/05

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

From a tiny production (3000 bottles) of a rare white wine from the
exclusive Priorat region of northern Spain, this wine is surprisingly full

for a Grenache Blanc.  It has more in common with the fuller, richer
Marsannes of the South of France than with the everyday table wines

the grape usually is associated with.  Short period of oak aging
enhances the complex tropical and citrus tones.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Mas Igneus White Priorat
$24.99

Cusumano Angimbe  $14.99
A blend of 70% Insolia (a native Sicilian grape) and 30%
Chardonnay, this stainless steel ferment wine is fascinating.
There are hints of meadow flowers and gentle spices.
Some soft tropical fruit tones, and a hint of lemons and
pears present itself on the palate. Part of our collection
of lesser-known value oriented Italian whites.

Don’t think pink means sweet.  This is dry, clean and
bright.  It works before dinner and with white meat and
fish dishes.  Made entirely from Pinot Noir, this is filled
with blackberry, cherry and litchi flavors, with hints of
strawberry.  It is rare to find quality Rose at this price.
Limited availability so hurry!

Gruet Brut Rose  $14.99

Schloss Gobelsburg Zweigelt  $23.99
Ripe and lush without being heavy.  This wine has
really come into its own in the last six months.  Lots of
plumy and raspberry fruit flavors, hints of earthy spices
and a light sprinkle of crushed pepper.  Good balanced
acidity makes it very food friendly.  Try one and start
thinking about Thanksgiving.


