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SKIBITSKY
Listening. Working. Getting Results.

www.Andy2005.com

PROMISE KEPT:
SAFE STREETS.
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS.
3 Established the Traffic

Enforcement and

Management Program

which has reduced traffic

accidents to their lowest

level in five years.

3 Improved safety for our

school children by placing

more crossing guards at

local intersections.

3 Cut commuter parking

rates by 19%.

3 Installed new “10 Free

Minutes” parking meters

throughout town.

PAID FOR BY SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, 1121 PROSPECT ST., WESTFIELD, NJ, WILLIAM KELLY, TREASURER.

Mayor
Andy

ANDY, WIFE DEBBIE,
DAUGHTER HOPE,
AND SONS TROY,
SHANE AND DREW.

Making our 
streets safer—
for his family 

and yours.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE…At the Tuesday night meeting of the Westfield Town Council, Mayor Andy Skibitsky recognized and awarded
members of the police and fire departments for their dedication and service to the victims of Hurricane Katrina in the Gulf Coast. Pictured, left to right, are: Acting
Police Chief John Parizeau with Police Officer Robert Barthus, Jr.; Fire Chief Dan Kelly with Captain Michael Brennan; and firefighter Tom Ryan shaking hands
with Mayor Skibitsky.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Wednesday, October 19, Pamela
Marel, 25, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested in the 100 block of West Dudley
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated during an investigation of
a motor vehicle accident. No injuries
were reported. Marel was released to
a responsible individual.

Wednesday, October 19, Jon Lynch,
38, of Cranford was arrested at the
Hudson County Correctional Facil-
ity on outstanding warrants from
Westfield, for $500, and Newark, for
$200. He was transported to the Union
County jail.

Wednesday, October 19, Wayne
Allen, 44, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with criminal attempt,
theft, and possession of a burglary
tool after he was caught by police
allegedly cutting the chain on a bi-
cycle with a pair of bolt cutters at the
south side Westfield train station lot.
Bail had not been set.

Thursday, October 20, Valentina
Nowak, 26, of Springfield was ar-
rested at East Broad and Elmer Streets
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated and refusal to take a
breathalyzer test. She was released to
a responsible individual.

Thursday, October 20, Dunellen
police arrested Sharon Patrick, 42, of
Piscataway on an active Westfield
contempt of court warrant for $300.
She was placed in the custody of
Westfield police.

Saturday, October 22, two men were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Livingston Street and East South
Avenue. Miguel A. Gonzalez, 3rd,
20, of Clifton was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants –
one from West Paterson for $254 and
the other from Clifton for $89. He
was released on bail for both. Carlos
Sanchez, 18, of Elizabeth was charged
with hindering apprehension for al-
legedly providing false information
to police. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 18, Abraham

Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for driving with a suspended
license, police said.

Wednesday, October 19, Ernest M.
Jones, Jr., 23, of Rahway was arrested
and charged on an out of state warrant
from Gloucester County Va. for con-
spiracy to distribute cocaine. Police
said information was received regard-
ing the suspect, stating that he might
be working at the Getty Station on
Route 22, West.

Jones was arrested at the gas sta-
tion without incident and sent to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth.

Friday, October 21, John J. Martino,
52, was stopped for having no brake
lights on his vehicle. He was arrested
and charged for an outstanding war-
rant from Pequannock Township in
the amount of $164 following the
motor vehicle stop.

Monday, October 24, the Postmas-
ter reported that sometime over the
weekend the windshields of two ve-
hicles parked in the post office lot
were broken. The incident is under
investigation.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 19, Katherine

M. Beals, 28, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road and South Avenue at
1:04 p.m. when a subsequent investi-
gation revealed outstanding warrants.

Friday, October 21, Joseph F. Doll,
49, of Highland Lakes was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at 11:54 a.m. Police said a
subsequent check revealed outstand-
ing warrants and the subject was ar-
rested.

Sunday, October 23, Dione Green,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at the
intersection of King Street and
Pandick Court at 4 a.m. and charged
with driving while intoxicated.

Monday, October 24, Alfred O.
Wilkens, 50, of Hillside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop after it
was revealed he had outstanding war-
rants. The arrest took place at the
intersection of South Avenue and Old
South Avenue at 3:30 p.m.

council were horrified.”
“Accordingly, we made an agree-

ment amongst ourselves — a bipar-
tisan agreement —that we would
use our best efforts to only use the
sale of assets monies for the pur-
chase of capital items. We further
agreed that we would only sell off
additional town property if there was
a ‘substantially compelling need’ to
do so.”

In the debates, Mayor Skibitsky
harped on a tax rate that increased
during Mr. Jardim’s tenure as mayor.
Mayor Skibitsky said Mr. Jardim fo-
cused on an 11-cent increase but main-
tained, “it was the tax rate that in-
creased, and it increased 25 percent.”

According to Mayor Skibitsky, in
1996 the rate was 56 cents per $1,000
of assessed valuation and, in the four
years that Mr. Jardim was mayor, the
rate increased to 70 cents in 2000 —
an increase of 14 cents. Fourteen cents
as a percentage of 56 is 25 percent.

Mayor Skibitsky further claimed
that if the former mayor kept at the
same spending rate and didn’t dip
into the sale of assets account, the
“increase would be closer to 85 cents
instead of 70.” Mayor Skibitsky said

that the tax rate didn’t show the ac-
tual spending and wasn’t relative.

“The people deserve transparency
when it comes to spending,” he
added, noting that the amount of
town land and property it has at its
disposable to sell is finite. “What are
you going to do when that runs out?”
Mayor Skibitsky asked.

Former Mayor Jardim maintains
that during his four years as mayor,
“the average tax increase during
those four years was 3 to 3.5 cents
per year (11 cents over four years),
and remember, I voted against one of
those budgets. In the three years that
my opponent has been on the coun-
cil, taxes rose an average of seven
cents per year. Given that, I would
put my tax record against my
opponent’s any day.”

During the debates, former Mayor
Jardim criticized the council’s work in
curtailing over-development, saying
“lowering the height by three feet won’t
solve the problem. Ask any developer
if that’ll solve it. You need to make
them pay for the impact they cause.”

In terms of taxing developers,
Mayor Skibitsky noted that propos-
ing such a tax is “illegal” and tanta-
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Mayoral Candidates Spar Over Issues

mount to “making false promises to
the voters.”

Mr. Jardim replied that impact fees
have been the subject of legislative
debate in Trenton “since at least the
time I was mayor,” and there are
currently “three bills pending in Tren-
ton that I’m aware of (A-780, S-352
and S-623), which have bipartisan
support, and authorize municipali-
ties to charge impact fees for new
development.

“If saying that I will fight at the
local, county and state level for the
ability of towns to charge developers
impact fees is making false promises
to the voters, as my opponent sug-
gests, I strongly reject that charge,” he
added.

Mayor Skibitsky sought to clarify
another part of the debate, stating that
he was not a recreation commission
member; he was a council liaison to
the commission, meaning he “had no
voting authority, unlike Tom, who
was a full-fledged planning board
member. He could’ve appointed
someone else, as I have done with Jim
Foerst.”

During the debate, Mayor Skibitsky
said, “talking about attendance, when
you (Jardim) appointed yourself to the
planning board the last year, you
missed 50 percent of the meetings.
That’s an extremely important board.”

Former Mayor Jardim said he had
an opportunity to go look over the
planning board meeting minutes and
said, “during the four years I was
mayor of Westfield, I attended 71 per-
cent of planning board meetings. I
don’t know Andy’s exact record of
attendance on the recreation commis-
sion, but I have been told by one of the
members on the commission at that
time that it wasn’t very good.”

the South Avenue lot is free during
that time and “that’s where we want
employees to park to keep the meters
on Orchard and Elm open for down-
town shoppers.”

Councilman Echausse joined the dis-
cussion and, referencing Victoria
McCabe’s Westfield Leader letter to
the editor on employee parking, which
Mr. Baker referred to, said, “Ms.
McCabe wrote that letter to the editor
talking about parking rates and I guess
it’s convenient for you that we are mak-
ing downtown parking more financially
feasible by rolling back the rates $120.
I see it’s very convenient, Mr. Baker, to
amend that.

“I forgot to congratulate you on your
recent election in June. I see that you
are the Ward 1,1 district member for the
Westfield Democratic Committee, so I
question who’s really up here. The We
Care Committee member or the Demo-
cratic Committee member?”

Before the public portion concluded,
former senator, assemblyman and
mayor Bagger and his mother presented
the town with the deed to their former
East Broad Street house. Mayor Bag-
ger said the original deed is 200 years
old, dating back to when the old colo-
nial farmhouse was built in 1785 by
James Ross and first sold in 1814.

Richard’s parents owned the home
from 1962 to 1992, when the deed was
given to the next owners. Seven years
later, the new owners sold to a devel-
oper, moved to France and took the
deed with them. Since that time, the
planning board authorized a subdivi-
sion in late 1999 and the home sits
vacant on East Broad Street.

“We’re worried about the future of
Westfield’s colonial homes,” Mr. Bag-
ger said. “So, we tracked down the deed
and found the folks in France and asked

them to send them back to us.”
At the start of Tuesday’s council

meeting, Mayor Andy Skibitsky in-
vited Firefighters Michael Brennan,
Thomas Ryan and Officer Robert
Barthus onto the dais to receive a
commendation for their relief efforts
during the Hurricane Katrina after-
math.

“I had the opportunity to see the two
firefighters off,” Mayor Skibitsky said.
“Captain Brennan said something to
me that really epitomizes our first re-
sponders. He said, ‘whether people
are in need in Westfield or in New
Orleans, they’re still our neighbors,’”
the mayor paraphrased.

In early September, the Westfield
crew began community stabilization
and emergency-management activi-
ties, including locating shelters for
those who were homeless.

“It was my honor to represent not
only the Westfield Fire Department,
but also the State of New Jersey to help
those afflicted by the horrendous natu-
ral disaster,” Captain Brennan said.
“I’d like to thank Chief (Dan) Kelly
for allowing us to go, the mayor and
council for their support — the send
off they gave us was very heartfelt.”

Happy
Halloween!
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