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TRAINING FUN…Tom Scalera, Kris Piccola and Daniel Piccola of the Fanwood
Fire Department meet with the students at Brunner School in Scotch Plains to
review fire safety. Pictured above, Kris Piccola squirts the fire hose with students
Zachary Brown, Sophia Mineo, Griffin Pawelec and Sean Fanning helping.

and division heads on Monday and
informed them to submit their 2006
budget requests to him by Monday,
December 5. Mr. Atkins will spend
December and January assembling
his budget recommendations, which
he will then submit to the council for
its consideration in late January or
early February. The governing body
will then spend the following several
weeks reviewing Mr. Atkins’ propos-
als and holding budget hearings prior
to formally introducing the budget in
early spring.

In other business, the council, at its
conference meeting on Tuesday
evening, was expected to try to final-
ize the terms of an agreement with the
developers of the Heather Glen age-
restricted housing community that
will alter the way that property taxes
paid by those residents are distrib-
uted. Under the so-called PILOT, or
Payment-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes, agree-
ment, property tax monies from the
55 units being built in the develop-
ment off Jerusalem Road will be ear-
marked mostly for the municipal gov-
ernment, with some directed toward
the county government.

Normally, property taxes in Scotch
Plains are split three ways, with two-
thirds of the levy earmarked for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and the remaining one-
third split between the municipal and
county governments.

The PILOT agreement is allowed
for the Heather Glen development
because in the late 1990s, the council
and the planning board declared the
property as an area in need of redevel-
opment. In addition, since no school-
age children are permitted to reside in
the development, officials said there
would be no impact on the local school
system as a result of the develop-
ment. Mr. Atkins was hopeful the
details of the PILOT agreement with
Heather Glen personnel could be fi-
nalized soon.

The state Department of Transpor-
tation informed township officials
earlier this month that Scotch Plains
will receive $175,000 in funding from
the Transportation Trust Fund; the
money will be used for a $200,000
resurfacing of the entire length of
East Second Street, with actual work
set to take place next year.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HONORING THE CHIEF…Stretching down Westfield Avenue from Rossi’s Funeral Home to St. Bartholomew Church, former Police Chief Mark Zyla’s memory is honored with the stirring procession Tuesday, carrying him to his blessing and burial.

Fanwood
Friday, October 14, Alvin Tucker,

46, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged on numerous outstanding
warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Old South Avenue and South
Avenue.

Monday, October 17, Freeman
Stembridge, 44, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with outstanding
warrants on South Avenue and Terrill
Road following a motor vehicle stop.

Westfield
Saturday, October 8, Kimberly Ann

Castner, 31, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Dorian Road. No injuries were
reported. Castner was released with
summonses to a responsible adult.

Saturday, October 8, three Summit
Court residents reported incidents of
criminal mischief. One stated the air
was let out of the tires on her motor
vehicle that was parked in her drive-
way. The other two residents reported
offensive language was painted on their
respective garages.

Monday, October 10, Antonio
Andrade, 54, of Linden was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated in the 1000 block of Central
Avenue. He was released to a respon-
sible adult.

Monday, October 10, Perry Jones,
Jr., 41, of Plainfield was arrested at
West North Avenue and Crossway
Place and charged with hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly giving police
a false name during a motor vehicle
stop. Jones was released on his own
recognizance with a summons.

Monday, October 10, an Edison resi-
dent reported that on October 7 her
motor vehicle was damaged through
criminal mischief while parked in the
200 block of Winyah Avenue. The
driver’s side mirror was removed by
unknown means and discarded by the

POLICE BLOTTER
side of the road.

Monday, October 10, Dawan Th-
ompson, 36, of Piscataway was ar-
rested at South Avenue and Hort Street
after it was revealed during a motor
vehicle stop that an active South
Plainfield traffic warrant existed for
him in the amount of $240. Thompson
posted bail and was released.

Friday, October 14, a burglary was
reported at an East North Avenue dwell-
ing in which approximately $500 worth
of property was taken from a second-
story bedroom. The missing items in-
cluded a men’s gold bracelet, gold and
silver cuff links and a Bulova men’s
watch.

Saturday, October 15, Richard
Sandberg, 22, of Westfield was ar-
rested at South and Central Avenues
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated, possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and disorderly
conduct. He was released to a respon-
sible adult.

Sunday, October 16, James Brown,
3rd, 26, of Westfield was arrested at
Elizabeth and Central Avenues and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, October 16, William Lykin,
22, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
at Central Avenue and Dakota Street.
He was released to a responsible adult.
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Scotch Plains Budget
other towns to reduce costs.

“Consolidation is a horrible idea
and therefore studying it is a horrible
idea,” Mr. Walsh responded.

Both Republican candidates noted
that municipal spending has increased
12 percent under the administration
of Mayor Mahr. Mr. D’Antuono said
the borough is not going to be able to
depend on grants from the state given
New Jersey’s fiscal problems. Ms.
Mawby added that Acting Governor
Richard Codey has indicated that state
pension and health costs are “going
to skyrocket,” which could have a big
impact on municipal budgets.

“Grants are a thing of the past,” she
said.

Ms. Wheeler said it was important
that costs are reduced without im-
pacting municipal services.

Downtown redevelopment was an-
other hot topic during the forum.
When asked if she supported the cur-
rent redevelopment plans, Ms.
Wheeler responded, “I support the
redevelopment plans 100 percent.”

Ms. Wheeler, who noted that the
borough is 98 percent developed,
added that she believes there is “a
united front for our redevelopment
plans as we see it now.”

Ms. Mawby said that the major
difference between the redevelopment
plans of former Mayor Louis Jung
and current Mayor Mahr is Mr. Jung’s
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Fanwood Candidates
plan appointed one developer while
Mayor Mahr’s plan has several con-
tractors.

“After two years under the Mahr
administration we are nowhere,” Ms.
Mawby attacked.

Mr. Walsh responded, “Again, it’s
a shame that we have to bring this to
a party issue. The old plan was re-
jected by voters,” he said. “If this
(current redevelopment plan) is no-
where, then I don’t know where some-
where is.”

One question focused on the
borough’s proximity to Plainfield.
Some residents are concerned that
crime in Plainfield may spill over into
Fanwood and impact future down-
town redevelopment plans.

“I don’t think this is a deterrent to
Fanwood,” said Mr. D’Antuono. “I
think we’re buffered from it,” he
said.

Ms. Wheeler responded that there
are sections of Plainfield that are
quite exemplary, and that Fanwood
really should learn from this model.

Candidates also commented on
whether one-party majority has an
impact on the municipal level of
government. If the Democrats win
both council seats, they would hold
all six council seats and the mayor’s
office.

Mr. D’Antuono said Fanwood’s
government needs to be open and
present two viewpoints on issues.

His running mate, Ms. Mawby,
added that the borough needs a “two-
party system” to ensure that two points
of view are debated among the gov-
erning body on issues impacting the
borough.

Mr. Walsh said Democrats never
held majority on the council prior to
1988. He said before this time the
party was “something like an endan-
gered species.” He said voters se-
lected the candidates that are best
qualified for the job.

was a boy.
Mr. Zyla is survived by his

wife, Joan, two daughters, Kristin
and Courtney, his mother,
Patricia Zyla, and a sister, Karen
Di Pietro.
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Police Chief Zyla

Mr. Atkins on Monday named
Captain Brian Mahoney as acting
police chief. An 18-year veteran
of the department, he was pro-
moted to his position as captain in
May 2004.

PAID FOR BY SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, 1121 PROSPECT ST., WESTFIELD, NJ, WILLIAM KELLY, TREASURER.

Mayor Andy

SKIBITSKY
Listening. Working. Getting Results.

www.Andy2005.com

Promise Kept: Control Development.

Andy Skibitsky promised us he would take measures to

protect the character of our neighborhoods. And in four

short months—he has.

Skibitsky and the Westfield Council recently passed 

tough new regulations to place height restrictions on

construction and establish tough, new guidelines on what

can be built on corner lots to prevent overdevelopment.

And that’s just the beginning. Additional initiatives are

already underway to further protect the quality of life in 

our neighborhoods.


