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A picture so crisp, so clear, you can 
see every detail.  Of your brain.
The 3-tesla MRI Scanner, only at Overlook Hospital.
The innovative technology behind our next-generation 3-tesla MRI
Scanner produces exceptional images of the brain and other parts of 
the body, giving our neuroradiologists the ability to make the earliest 
and most accurate diagnosis.  It’s a powerful new tool exclusive to our
Radiology Imaging Department, which also offers a complete range of
the latest technologies in radiology imaging for the entire body.  One
such technology is PET/CT imaging, a remarkable cancer tool that not
only tells physicians which cells are cancerous, but pinpoints their
exact location so treatment can be precisely targeted.  And our CT
Scanner lets us offer quick, painless, non-invasive procedures such 
as a Virtual Colonography or CT Cardiac Angiography.  At Overlook, 
we offer our patients radiology imaging that does it better, faster, 
easier, and more accurately.  Because when it comes to your health, 
we want it to be picture perfect.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org
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County Looks for New
Location for Fire Academy

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella formed a
committee to search for available land
to build a new fire academy.

The existing structure, located in
Linden, consists only of a main
building used to conduct real-life
fires for training purposes for acad-
emy cadets and full-time paid and
volunteer firemen throughout the
county. Trailers are used as por-
table classrooms for the 20-year-
old facility.

“I’m committed to put together a
top flight facility for our firefighters,”
said Freeholder Mirabella, a resident
of Fanwood.

Freeholder Mirabella is the board’s
liaison to the fire-services advisory
board, which meets quarterly. The
new panel, he said, exists in addition
to the board and includes a paid chief
and a volunteer fire chief.

He said a piece of land of about five
to six acres would be needed for the
new facility and would have to be
located in a non-residential area.

“If we can use some existing space,
we will look at those first,” he told
reporters after the board’s October 6
meeting.

Freeholder Mirabella hopes to find a
suitable home for a new academy within
six months. He estimated that construc-
tion would take up to two years.

“We need to update our facility no
matter how you slice it,” he said. “It’s
on its last leg.”

Freeholder Mirabella also an-
nounced that a countywide School
Safety Conference is slated for Mon-
day, October 17 at the Rahway Li-
brary meeting room and Tuesday, Oc-
tober 18 at Linden High School. The
conference will be held from 9 a.m. to
7:30 p.m. both days.

Littleton, Colo. Battalion Fire Chief
Jeff Christ will be the guest speaker.
The 1999 shootings at Columbine
High School occurred in Littleton.

Law enforcement personnel, school
safety officers and school officials are
encouraged to attend the symposium.

In other business, officials an-
nounced a new program for county
employees to travel to the Gulf Coast
and assist victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

Employees will be permitted to take
three weeks or 15 workdays as long
as they are part of an organized relief
effort such as the Red Cross. The
county will provide 10 days of paid

time with employees using five days
of their vacation time.

The board voted to issue a $2,100
grant to the Borough of Fanwood.
The grant was originally given to
the Women’s Resource Center, but
the center is no longer in opera-
tion.

The board also passed a resolution
proclaiming the week of October 23
to 31 as “Red Ribbon Week” in Union
County, a national program that en-
courages kids to be drug-free.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Linden resident Kevin
Retcho proposed that county create
pedophile-free zones in county
parks. He said he viewed the New
Jersey Police website, which in-
cludes the New Jersey Sex Offender
Registry of convicted pedophiles
now out of jail and now residing
Union County. He said there are
“hundreds of pedophiles and sex
offenders in the county.”

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
she would place the issue on the next
agenda for the board’s Policy and
Administrative Code Committee,
which she chairs.

The freeholder board will hold its
next agenda setting meeting at 7
p.m. in the board’s meeting room,
located on  the sixth floor of the
Union County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth.

By Joanne Rajoppi, County Clerk
DEM Candidate for Reelection

A change in New Jersey law affect-
ing absentee ballot applications is
now effective for the Tuesday, No-
vember 8 General Election.

This year, a voter no longer needs a
special reason to vote by absentee
ballot for any election. Any voter also
may request an absentee ballot appli-
cation be sent to him or her automati-
cally for all future general elections,
until the voter notifies the County
Clerk to stop sending the applica-
tions.

In addition, permanently or to-
tally disabled voters have the option
of requesting an absentee ballot not

Absentee Ballot Rules Have
Changed for Nov. Election

only for the remainder of the year,
but also for all future general elec-
tions.

A new sealed application, which
provides voters with privacy, has
been designed. In previous years,
the application card was visible to
anyone handling the card once it was
mailed.

The new absentee ballot applica-
tion is available by request by calling
(908) 527-4360 or on the County
Clerk’s website at ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
election.html.

Requests for an absentee ballot
must be postmarked by Wednesday,
October 26, in order to receive a Gen-
eral Election ballot.

WESTFIELD – Gil Chapman of
Westfield has been appointed to the
Board of Directors of Northfield Sav-
ings Bank.

Mr. Chapman is
President of Island
Ford, Inc., which
finished as the num-
ber-one New York
City retail Ford deal-
ership in 2004 with
sales volume of $63
million.

Island Ford began
operations in No-
vember of 1986 and
Mr. Chapman be-
came the sole owner
in January 2000. In
2004, Crain’s
Magazine listed Is-
land Ford and Chapman as one of the
top 25 minority-owned businesses in
New York.

Mr. Chapman previously held
management and sales positions at
the New Jersey Sports and Exposi-

tion Authority in East Rutherford.
He was also the  first African-Ameri-
can to be elected to the Elizabeth

City Council.
Mr. Chapman re-

ceived a degree in
business administra-
tion from the Univer-
sity of Michigan and
a Master of Arts De-
gree in Economics
from Rutgers Univer-
sity, Newark.

He was named
“The Number 1 High
School Football
Player in the Nation”
by Parade Magazine
in 1970 and was voted
to the “High School
All-American” foot-

ball team for three consecutive years.
He was awarded a football scholar-
ship to Michigan, where he started as
running-back/wingback for the Wol-
verines. He was a kick return special-
ist in the NFL’s New Orleans Saints
in 1975.

Northfield Savings Bank has 19
full-service banking offices in Staten
Island, New York and Union and
Middlesex Counties.

Gil Chapman Named to
Northfield Savings Bank

Gil Chapman

County Lowers Fee to Join
Prescription Drug Program
ELIZABETH — Effective Octo-

ber 15, the annual membership fee
charged to join the Union County
Prescription Drug Discount Program
will be lowered to $17.95 from $19.
The fee covers all family members
residing in the same household.

The membership fee is payable to
AddHealth, Inc. of Clifton, the ven-
dor selected by the county through
competitive bidding to administer the
program. AddHealth, Inc., a com-
pany that specializes in medical sav-
ings plans nationwide.

The Union County Prescription
Drug Discount Program is offered to
residents over the age of 18. A single
membership fee of $17.95 covers all
household members, including mi-
nor children under age 18. Members
receive a card that may be used at
most chain and independent pharma-
cies throughout the United States.

Currently, there are 8,971
cardholders representing 22,428
people covered by the program. For
the statistical period ending July 31,
2005, as a group, those enrolled saved
an overall average of 33 percent, county
spokesman said. Without the card, the
group’s prescription costs would have
been $463,636. By using the card, the
group’s out-of-pocket cost totaled
$312,637, saving members $150,998,
or 33 percent, the spokesman added.

For information or to discuss the
difference between the new Medi-
care prescription drug coverage and
the county program, call an
AddHealth representative at (800)
733-8546. The program is open to all
residents, regardless of age, income
or assets.

THE BEST GIFT…Ten-year-old Henry Flugstad-Clarke of Short Hills cel-
ebrates his birthday by donating his presents of art supplies from his friends to the
Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.

Trick or Treat Special

FREE
classes

all this month
For more information please call

908 389 9600
856 Mountain Ave

Mountainside, NJ 07092

Boys & Girls Club To
Honor ‘Best of the Best’

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Boys and
Girls Clubs of Union County will
honor those who have made a posi-
tive impact on the community during
the group’s annual “Best of the Best”
awards banquet.

The special awards presentation
will be held Tuesday, October 18, at 6
p.m. at L’Affaire, located at 1099
Route 22 in Mountainside.

This year’s honorees include As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan of the 20th
Legislative District; Union Center
National Bank; the AMERIGROUP
Foundation and the Union County
Department of Human Services.

The AMERIGROUP Foundation
seeks to create healthy communities
by fostering access to health care,
encouraging safe and healthy chil-
dren and families and promoting com-
munity improvement. For more in-
formation about the foundation,
please visit www.amerigroup.com/
foundation.
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