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Certified Trial Attorney

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Firefighter Thanks
Brennan, Ryan

I, along with all the members of the
Westfield FMBA Local #30, am proud to
have two of our fellow firefighters volun-
teer to go to aid the citizens from Katrina’s
aftermath. Thank you Captain Michael
Brennan and Firefighter Tom Ryan.

Robert Tarantino President,
Westfield FMBA Local #30

Zone Pricing of
Gasoline Is Unfair

I recently read how Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick wants the State Legislature to
convene to talk about “zone pricing” of
gasoline.

With gas prices as high as they are, I
find it unacceptable that oil companies
are targeting gas stations in areas like ours
for higher pricing. Assemblyman
Bramnick wants this unfair practice to be
banned and I thank him for his efforts.

Barbara Popple
Summit

WF Resident: ‘Don’t Fall for
Jardim’s Diversionary Tactics’

I am truly dismayed by the mislead-
ing and incorrect comments that mayoral
candidate Tom Jardim made in last week’s
Westfield Leader regarding First Ward
Councilman Pete Echausse’s record re-
garding the parking-deck issue.

As a Fourth Ward resident for more
than 10 years and a Raritan Valley com-
muter, I have closely monitored the park-
ing debate during Tom Jardim and Greg
McDermott’s terms as mayor. I find Mr.
Jardim’s recent comments about Mr.
Echausse “trying to rewrite history” a
poor attempt at diverting attention from
his record on the issue.

Here’s what the history books show
about Democratic former Mayor Jardim’s
stance on the parking deck:

During Mr. Jardim’s tenure, he hired
a Michigan-based parking consultant,
Rick Rich, to study Westfield’s parking
problem. Bear in mind, Mr. Rich not only
studies parking problems, but he is also in
the lucrative business of building parking
decks.

I guess it should be no surprise to find
out that Mr. Rich’s solution to Westfield’s
parking issues was not to build one park-
ing deck but rather to build two enormous
parking decks. These decks would have
had negatively impacted us as taxpayers,
as the price tag was estimated to be in the

tens of millions of dollars. Tom Jardim
chaired and signed off on the release of
this report.

During Mr. Jardim’s second term, he
hired a new town manager whose “expe-
rience in building parking decks” in other
New Jersey towns was one of the “key
criteria” for his selection. History will
also show that in October 2000, when
asked by local reporters whether he would
consider putting the deck proposal up for
a referendum, Mr. Jardim replied, “If we
can get town council consensus, we should
just do it”.

Further examination of Mr. Jardim’s
history reveals that in December 2000,
his last act as the mayor of Westfield was
to double commuter parking rates to their
current levels in anticipation of a parking
deck, despite not having any professional
analysis of traffic, environmental impact
or engineering design studies. History
will also show that Mr. Jardim publicly
stated that he wished he ran for a third
term so he could make sure that the park-
ing deck was completed.

I would like to thank the six council
members, former Mayor McDermott and
current Mayor Skibitsky for allowing the
taxpayers in this town to decide this issue
via last year’s referendum. I hope that my
fellow Fourth Ward voters remember that
departing Democratic Councilman
Goldman was the lone “no” vote in put-
ting this issue to the public to decide.

Regarding Peter Echausse’s position
on the parking deck, I think it is widely
known in town that in 2001 when he
began his first term, he was deeply op-
posed to the Prospect/Elm parking pro-
posal. His initial opposition appeared to
be rooted in protecting the interest of his
first ward constituents. But after his years
of analyzing traffic impacts, financial
models and engineering studies, he won
my respect by taking the stand that the
parking deck was bad for the entire town
and that the residents should have a say in
whether or not property taxes would back-
stop this project.

Mr. Jardim, I think you are being disin-
genuous with your erroneous claim of
Pete’s approval of the parking deck and
attempt to rewrite history. I truly hope
that come November the people of
Westfield will also see your diversionary
statements for what they truly are - an
attempt to run away from your history on
this matter.

Bret Cummings
Westfield

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Woman and Fiancé Need to
Clear Air Over His Mom

Districts 21 and 22 Receive
State Aid for Road Projects

An Engaged Woman Writes:
Help! I plan to marry “Bob” (dis-
guised name) next spring. We love
each other very much. My problem is
his mother, and money. Bob is a suc-
cessful attorney, but will inherit a ton
of money (millions) when his mother
passes away. His dad is dead, and he
is an only child.

During my recent engagement to
Bob, “Cynthia” (disguised name), his
mother, has been asking me question
after question about my background,
my upbringing in a lower-to-middle-
class area, my parents, who were blue
collar workers, and my future plans
about where to live, my future
lifestyle, etc. Now I find out she had
some sort of detective checking me
out. This is outrageous. Bob is close
to his mother; should I tell him all of
the above, or try to adjust and keep
Cynthia at a distance?

Answer: I do not envy you and
your situation. It is important to re-
solve these questions now. If you
don’t, you will be one very unhappy
bride – and no matter how much you
will keep Cynthia “at a distance,” she
will try to control your life.

Money, the possession of the money
and the anxiety re. possible loss of
money often creates much trauma.
Whatever issues exist should be ad-
dressed and clarified between Bob
and you. It is he who has to be com-
fortable and trusting with his choice,
and vice versa.

Talk to him, present the facts and
encourage him to confront his mother.
You do not want to move into a situ-
ation whereby your future mother-in-
law will suspect you of marrying her
son for his millions and will attempt
to control you in every way possible.
You and Bob, jointly, need to take a
stand now! (Am I emphasizing this
too much?).

A Mother and Daughter Write:
The present gasoline crisis has cre-
ated problems for my 15-year-old
daughter and me. Until now, I drove
“Megan” (disguised name) every-
where, from one activity (swimming,
soccer, dancing, etc.) to another. I
picked up her friends, dropped them
off in town or at the mall or wherever.
God forbid I should ask Megan to
have a friend’s mother help out.

I have resented this for a long time.
Often this inconvenienced me, but I
kept my mouth shut. Now, with the
cost of gasoline skyrocketing, I feel
Megan should enlist other mothers to
drive, since most of her friends are
involved in the same activities. Megan
read my letter to you, and she adds:
“My mother has always driven me,
and I am dependent on her to get to
places. Most of my friends’ mothers
work, so it’s difficult for them to

drive. I think she’s using the gasoline
price hike as an excuse to stop driving
me. We will take your response to our
dilemma into consideration.”

Answer: The gasoline crisis has
created similar conflicts and ques-
tions among other families. Let’s see
if we can find a compromise. I appre-
ciate that both of you have written;
this is a first for me in 38 years of
writing the column.

Since you (mother) resented the
chauffeuring role you put yourself
into, why did you permit it to persist?
Too often, we want to offer our chil-
dren the world without realizing that
moderation in most things (school
activities, athletic events) contributes
towards a healthy balance in our daily
routines.

It would have been helpful to clarify
which activities, etc. Megan preferred
and set up a traveling schedule with
which both of you were comfortable.
Now is the time to do it. The added
financial stress of the cost of gas
creates a further issue, and I feel it is
important to have the two of you
contact some of the other families
and work out shared traveling sched-
ules.

Each family should be expected to
assume a role in driving some of the
children to their respective activities.
And do not wait for feelings to build
up before trying to resolve them (and
do not wait for the gas to go up
another 30 cents a gallon before act-
ing).

A Senior Citizen Writes: My hus-
band died two years ago. I still wear
my wedding ring. My friends tell me
to take it off if I ever want to meet
someone new. Do you agree?

Answer: You can wear the ring as
long as you want. You may want to
remove it or wear it on your right
hand once you start dating. In this
way, your date will not get a confus-
ing message.

AREA– State legislators have an-
nounced the 2006 Transportation
Trust Fund Grants. New Jersey Dis-
trict 21 (includes Westfield and
Mountainside) and District 22 (in-
cludes Fanwood and Scotch Plains)
will receive funding for road and trans-
portation projects from the state.

District 21 will receive $2.3 mil-
lion and District 22 will receive $1.9
million. Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr., Asm.
Jon Bramnick and Asm. Eric Munoz
represent District 21. Sen. Nicholas
Scutari, Asw. Linda Stender and Asm.
Jerry Green represent District 22.

The money is for the fiscal year
2006. Monies will be distributed to
the following District 21 communi-
ties: Berkeley Heights, $135,000 for
Snyder Avenue; Chatham, $120,000;
Cranford, $165,000 for West End
Place; Garwood,  $145,000 for Sec-
ond Avenue; Long Hill, 150,000;

Madison,  $150,000; Millburn,
$250,000; Mountainside, $140,000
for Central Avenue; New Providence,
$170,000 for Spring Street and Floral
Avenue; Roselle Park, $136,000;
Springfield,  $120,000 for South
Maple Avenue; Summit, $155,000 for
Canoe Brook Parkway; Warren,
$150,000 for King George Road;
Watchung, $150,000 and Westfield,
$135,000 for Chestnut Street.

In District 22, the following funds
will be distributed: Clark, $130,000
for various streets; Dunellen,
$200,000; Fanwood, $160,000 for
Marian Avenue and MacDermott
Place; Green Brook, $150,000; Lin-
den, $150,000; Middlesex, $200,000;
North Plainfield, $150,000; Plainfield,
$264,000 for Grant Avenue; Rahway,
$136,000 for various Streets; Scotch
Plains, $175,000 for East Second
Street and Winfield, $160,000.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLEASANT SUPPORT...Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21) is welcomed at the Westfield
home of Beth and Dr. Scott Gillin who hosted a fundraiser last Friday evening to
support his reelection. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Westfield Council-
woman Jo Ann Neyland, Mrs. Gillin and Asm. Bramnick.

TALKING BUSINESS…Westfield Third Ward Council Candidate Dave Haas
reaches out to South Side business owners, shown above talking with Murray at
the train station.

MS Student Seeks
Council Office in Ct.
MOUNTAINSIDE – Brittany

Sanders, a junior at Quinnipiac Uni-
versity is seeking office for District
One, Hamden Town Council in Con-
necticut. She is on the ballot as the
Republican nominee and is backed
by the Quinnipiac Democrats. Ms.
Sanders, opposed by Democrat can-
didate Matthew Fitch, interned last
year with the municipal government.

Her father, Mr. Bill Sanders of
Mountainside and president of the
borough’s Republican committee,
told The Westfield Leader that serv-
ing as an intern with the Hamden
municipal government sparked
Brittany’s interest in seeking office.
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e True

5 Hours Open Bar
Cocktail Hour

Full Course Dinner
Tiered Wedding Cake
Private Bridal Rooms

Specializing in White Glove
French Service

FROM $4495

VIEWING THE WATCHUNG MOUNTAINS

Every Wednesday • 5:00pm to 10:00pm
$995 Children

Featuring Greek Music with Pianist “Jerry”

$1995 Adults

Classic Seafood Selections

MEDITERRANEAN SEAFOOD BUFFET
Every Friday Night •  5:00pm to 10:00pm

$2995 per adult • $1495 per child  (8 Yrs Old & Younger)

BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY
11:00am to 3:00pm

$1995 per adult • $995 per child  (8 Yrs Old & Younger)

908-322-7726
Park & Mountain Ave., Scotch Plains

Visit our website at:
www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Elegant Marble Staircases • Easy Access From Rts. 78 & 287

Snuffy’s

Plus Tax & Service

Plus Tax & Service

LET’S DO ITALIAN BUFFET!
Every Thursday Night

Cavetelli Broccoli, Beef Burgundy, Tortellini Alfredo, Chicken Marsala,

Shrimp Scampi, Lobster Ravioli, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini,

Baked Haddock Sicilian Style, Chicken & Sausage Italian Style

Soup: Pasta Fagioli, Minestrone, Potato Leek, New England Clam Chowder

Dessert: Canoli, Assorted Cheesecake, Tiramisu

PLUS OUR FABULOUS CARVING STATION AND MUCH MORE!

COLD ANTIPASTO:

Add an extra $1200 For A Live Lobster

$1795 Plus tax
& service

 Per Child
8 Yrs Old & Younger$895

Plus Tax & Service Plus Tax & Service

Grouper, Red Snapper, Octopus, Shrimp & Clams


