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YOU’RE A STAR…Andrew Bellisari
of Scotch Plains starred in The Com-
plete Works of William Shakespeare
Abridged, a comedy held at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
from November 17 to 19. The senior
boy, shown here (right) with fellow
lead actors Hope Gallagher and John
Brown, both of Edison, acted in plays
and musicals his entire high-school ca-
reer.

Central JCC Plans
Two Music Evenings
SCOTCH PLAINS –Two nights of

live music are planned at the JCC of
Central New Jersey in Union County.
“Music on Martine!” is the JCC’s
new program to showcase up-and-
coming bands.

The first of two evenings will be
held on Saturday, December 3 from
8 to 11 p.m. The featured bands will
be locals Selsius and Boredom At
Its Best. The second evening is
scheduled for Saturday, February
11, 2006.

Net proceeds will be donated to
local charities benefiting teens. Lim-
ited seating is available. Tickets are
$8 in advance and $10 at the door. For
an additional $3 at the door, ticket
stubs can be turned in for the chance
to win an iPod Nano. Contact JCC
Teen Services Director Mike
Goldstein at (908) 889-8800, exten-
sion no. 218 for tickets and informa-
tion.

MELTING POT…During the month of October, third-grade students in Señora
Sanders’ Spanish classes at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
received visitors who immigrated to the United States and shared with the
students their experiences in adjusting to a new country. All students wrote thank-
you notes to the guest speakers, and created banners of “papel picado,” a
traditional craft from Mexico used as decoration for celebrations, which each
visitor received as a token of appreciation. Featured is Mrs. Maiurro’s group, one
of the four third-grade classes at McGinn.

HONORING TROOPS…Junior Girl Scout Troop 961 from Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield was one of many local groups that took part in a
coordinated effort to honor local troops. Trees on the main streets of Westfield
were decorated with yellow ribbons to mark the homecoming of troops based at
the Westfield Armory, who returned last Monday and Wednesday.

Cranford’s CDC Children’s
Theatre Is A Family Affair

CRANFORD –Children’s Theatre
at the CDC Community Theatre in
Cranford is often seen as being an
opportunity for families to enjoy dra-
matic presentations together. This
year’s Children’s Theatre presenta-
tion of Charlotte’s Web offered some-
thing else for families, the chance to
enjoy a dramatic presentation together
from on the stage.

Several families are involved in
bringing this E.B. White tale to life.
Wilbur the Pig (played by Peter
Surace) is lovingly cared for by the
hired hand, Lurvy (played by his fa-
ther, Tony Surace). Fern Arable
(played by Ella Chamis) is parented
on and off stage by her parents, Martha
and John Arable (Karen and Bill
Chamis). Other parent/child combi-
nations include Steve Bacque (Uncle
the Pig) and his daughter Lucy (the
Lamb), Becky Randazzo (The Goose)
and her sons Dylan and Jake (Gos-
lings) as well as the Geschickter fam-
ily – Joanne, Chris, Ryan and Lind-
say, working together as director,
ensemble and a gosling.

The parent/child pairings aren’t
limited to children either. Ed Wittel
(Templeton the Rat) and his mother
(Edith Zuckerman) are joined by Marc
Chandler (Homer Zuckerman) and
his mother (Sue Chandler).

Other cast members include: Julia
Frieri (Charlotte), Julian Seltzer
(Avery), Susan Eisenberg (Sheep),
Charlie DelRisco (Gander, An-
nouncer), Nicole DeRose (Bat), Anna
Dugan (Owl), Olivia Whitehouse,
Anne Luongo and Beth Pindilli (spi-
ders), Tess Ferentinos, Anthony Pa-
tella, Hale Jaeger and Garret
Forrestal (goslings), Ryan

Zimmerman, Colleen Kraft and Holli
Van as Ensemble.

Charlotte’s Web is directed by Tif-
fany Wilson and Joanne Geschickter.
The musical director is MaryBeth
McFall, the choreographer is Nicole
Caprio.

The production runs on Friday,
December 2 - 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
December 3 - 1:30, 4:30 and 7:30
p.m. and Sunday, December 4 - 1:30
and 4:30 p.m. All tickets are $8, and
seating is by general admission. More
information is available through the
box office at (908) 276-7611 or at
www.cdctheatre.org. The theatre is
located at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.

Town Book Store Hosts
WF’s George Smith

To celebrate the holiday season,
The Town Book Store of Westfield
is hosting two very different Meet
& Greet book signings this week-
end. On Saturday, December 3,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Westfield
native George Smith will be in the
store to promote his new children’s
book, “Spike:  The Amazing
Chicken.”

Then, from 2 to 4 p.m., New Jersey
author Chickie Rosenberg will be in
the store to sign copies of her new
book, “Snowboarding for Men: A
Guide for Guys.”

If you are unable to attend these
events, feel free to call and reserve an
autographed copy. Any questions, call,
The Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535.

Educ.Fund Awards
Grant to Music Dept.
WESTFIELD – The sound of new

tympani drums fills the air of
Westfield High School’s (WHS) mu-
sic program. This year, the Educa-
tional Fund of Westfield donated four
new professional quality Ludwig
Musser Timpani with planet tuning
gauges to the high school to replace
20-year-old drums that were show-
ing their age.

Supervisor of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools, Ms. Linda
King, said, “It is absolutely wonder-
ful to hear the fantastic sounds from
the new timpani drums. With budget
constraints, the Fine Arts Department
has been seeking ways to fund much-
needed instruments for our ensembles
— large instruments that are costly
and cannot be rented. It is with great
appreciation that I truly thank the
Education Fund of Westfield for do-
nating funds to purchase professional
timpani for the high school as well as
various instruments for the interme-
diate schools.”

More than 200 students are involved
in instrumental ensembles at WHS.
Currently the new timpani serve in-
strumental ensembles at WHS that
play a level of repertoire above the
average high-school ensemble. Ms.
King said, “It is of the utmost impor-
tance to have professional quality tim-
pani if the intentions are to raise the
standards of musicianship in any en-
semble.”

WF BOE To Highlight
Enrollment, Special Needs

EDUCATION MATTERS

By William J. Foley, Ed.D.
Superintendent of the Westfield Public Schools

How much space is enough? In the
past two years, we have built addi-
tions to every elementary school ex-
cept one. We currently have trailers at
two out of six elementary schools,
and potentially the need for trailers at
two more. Fifteen years ago our first-
grade enrollment was 344, rising
steadily with slight variations from
year to year.

This year, we have 438 students in
first grade. It appears likely that the
record number of births in the year
2000 will produce a record first grade
of over 500 students. For some par-
ents the answer is simple: Build more
classrooms.

The issue, however, has several lay-
ers of complexity. While next year’s
first grade may be high, the birth rate
in Westfield has actually declined in
the past three years. Elementary en-
rollment will remain fairly steady over
the next five years. Adding class-
rooms may prove unnecessary if we
are willing to allow class sizes to go
up or if we are willing to group enter-
ing kindergartners into schools that
have more space.

The decision to add classroom
space is not always based on changes
in enrollment. Program consider-
ations can also dictate changes. Our
special-education program fulfills our
legal obligation to educate special-
needs children ages three to 21. It is

Visitors Come To
McGinn Spanish Class
SCOTCH PLAINS –During the

month of October, third-grade students
in Señora Sanders’ Spanish classes at
McGinn Elementary School in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, had the privilege to
receive visitors who have immigrated
to the United States and who shared
with the students their experiences in
adjusting to a new country.

The children were visited by Mrs.
Anita Kishen from India, Mr.
Behrooz Dariani from Iran, Officer
Ernesto Hernandez from Cuba, and
Mrs. Tali Cohen from Israel.

All visitors shared their time and
personal stories, allowing the chil-
dren to develop a sense of respect and
understanding of the feelings one
might have in adjusting to a new
country, and, in some occasions, a
new language. All students wrote
thank-you notes to the guest speak-
ers, and created banners of “papel
picado,” a traditional craft from
Mexico used as decoration for cel-
ebrations, which each visitor received
as a token of appreciation. Featured is
Mrs. Maiurro’s group, one of the four
third-grade classes at McGinn.

beneficial for both the student and the
district if learning-disabled students,
currently assigned to out-of-district
placements, could be brought back to
Westfield whenever possible.

For example, for the first time, a
program for pre-school autistic chil-
dren is now in place at Jefferson
School. We save enormous tuition
and transportation costs while offer-
ing a more appropriate educational
program. Unfortunately, if Jefferson’s
enrollment increases as projected, we
will need to locate the program else-
where in the district.

The intermediate school enrollment
is further separating Roosevelt from
Edison. Within five years, Roosevelt
will have almost 200 more students
than Edison. Do we allow Roosevelt
to grow and build more classrooms or
do we try to balance the enrollment
between the schools? Without some
intervention, Roosevelt class sizes
will range from 28-30 while Edison
will have 20-22. How do we ensure
equity for all our intermediate stu-
dents?

In the coming weeks I will be work-
ing with the board of education and a
citizens’ committee to investigate
enrollment issues in grades K through
8. While I have no shortage of ideas,
only with public scrutiny and parent
input can the right set of solutions be
implemented. What parents want must
be tested by what the community as a
whole values and will support. I urge
you to contact me with your input,
visit our web site
(www.westfieldnjk12.org) for the lat-
est enrollment data and advisory com-
mittee information and consider join-
ing the advisory committee that will
be forming shortly.

Please send inquiries, ideas and
comments concerning the educational
columns to edu@goleader.com.

More Than 180 Schools
Represented At College Night

PRETTY, PRETTY PUMPKIN…The festivities of fall continue in the area with
the annual Pumpkin Patch at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield. This child-
friendly event is an afternoon of creativity where students and siblings paint
pumpkins to create decorations for the home. This year, more than 600 pumpkins
were bought and painted by the children. Pictured above, kindergartner Sydney
Paoletti, 5, takes her time painting her rainbow bright pumpkin.

‘Y’ Preschool Plans
Holiday Boutique

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, De-
cember 3, the Westfield Area “Y”
Preschool will host its first ever holi-
day boutique at its new location at the
“Y”’s East Broad Street Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The event will take place from 2 to
6 p.m. Participating vendors will in-
clude: Southern Living at HOME,
Tastefully Simple, Pampered Chef,
Crayola, Discovery Toys, the Body
Shop, Products of Asia, Just Chic,
beaded jewelry, among others. All
merchandise is guaranteed to arrive
by Sunday, December 25.

Crafts and activities will be avail-
able to entertain children while par-
ents shop. A percentage of the pro-
ceeds will support the Westfield Area
“Y”’s preschool program, which is
accredited by the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young Chil-
dren.

Vendors are still welcome to par-
ticipate in the event. For more infor-
mation, please call Genevieve Davy
at (908) 789-4892 or e-mail
gbdavy@msn.com.

By ELI LOPATIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The 52nd annual
Westfield High School (WHS) Col-
lege Night drew large crowds of stu-
dents, parents and college recruiters
Thursday night.

More than 180 schools were repre-
sented at individual booths spread
throughout the school. The booths
were manned by the school’s admis-
sions staff, or by alumni living in the
area. Many of the schools represented
were from New Jersey or Pennsylva-
nia, but schools such as the California
Institute of the Arts were also repre-
sented.

Joan Sullivan, director of the guid-
ance department at WHS, said she
feels the event is a great opportunity
for students and for the schools.

“It’s a great chance for parents and
students to interact face-to-face with
the colleges,” she said.

Parents and students agreed that
the event was a great chance to inter-
act with the schools. Many of the high
school juniors in attendance were
unsure of where they might be going
to school.

George Russo Jr., 16, a junior at
Westfield High, was visiting many of
the booths along with his father. They
said they were speaking with many of
the schools in the area.

“We have no idea where he’s go-
ing, that’s why we’re here,” said Mr.
Russo, Sr.

“But I’m trying to stay in the North-
east,” added his son.

Westfield senior Jamie Steiner, 16,
felt College Night was a great oppor-
tunity.

“I’ll probably go somewhere in
Pennsylvania,” Jamie said. “I’ve
talked to two schools already.”

Mark Machan, senior assistant dean
of Admission at Franklin and Marshall

College in Lancaster, Pa., who has
traveled to high schools for five years,
said WHS was one of his favorites to
visit.

“My first year doing this, I visited
around 35 schools,” Mr. Machan said.
“This year I only did about 15 be-
cause many schools don’t run the
fairs as well.”

He said that WHS does a good job
of advertising the event, which brings
in more students. He said that last
year alone, three students from
Westfield enrolled at Franklin and
Marshall.

Financial Aid Night Set
For November 29

WESTFIELD –Westfield High
School’s 20th annual Financial Aid
Night will be held November 29 at
7:30 p.m. in Cafeteria B. The guest
speaker will be a representative from
the office of the Education Funding
Consultants Association, who will
describe what resources are available
for financing a college education and
explain the process for completing
the Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA).

Guidance Department representa-
tives will address opportunities for
scholarships. Parents of seniors, as well
as junior and sophomore parents who
are seeking financial planning advice
for college, are encouraged to attend.

IMPORTANT FUNDRAISER…The third annual SMAsquerade will be held
Saturday, November 19, at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. Tickets are still
available. For more information, call (908) 789-9167. Martin Jewelers of Cranford
will present the silent auction. All proceeds go directly to fund scientific research.
Members of the New Jersey Chapter of fightSMA are Maureen Higgins, Marga-
ret Kuehn, Mary Jane Prybylski and Lisa Simcox. Pictured is Patrick Higgins, a
student at Washington Elementary School in Westfield, who suffers from Spinal
Muscular Atrophy.

Eli Lopatin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLLEGE NIGHT...Kevin Fay, left, of the College of New Jersey, speaks of the
school’s benefits with George Russo Sr. while son George Russo, 16, a junior at
Westfield High School, completes a form to be placed on the school’s mailing list
in the high school’s gym during its college night on Thursday, Nov. 17.

Dr. Mel Levine Caters to “All
Kinds of Minds” In Summit

WHOOPS...On Friday, October 28, the Wesley Hall Organization of Parents
(WHOOPS), hosted a Halloween Family Fun Night. The social hall was decorated
in orange and black and dozens of pumpkins and bats hung from the ceiling. The
families enjoyed subs and desserts and played some fun Halloween games for
prizes. Pictured above are Wesley Hall mom Renee Cox and Lauren Power from
the Elephant Class, as Mrs. Cox paints candy corn on Lauren’s cheeks.

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

AREA — Parents, educators and
clinicians filled the auditorium at
Summit High School for an enlight-
ening conference about children and
learning led by Dr. Mel Levine. Dr.
Levine is the co-founder of All Kinds
of Minds, a private non-profit insti-
tute for the study of differences in
learning, with financier Charles R.
Schwab.

According to Dr. Levine, many chil-
dren struggle in school because the
way they’re being taught is not com-
patible with the way they learn. The
philosophy behind All Kinds of Minds
is that all children are “wired” differ-
ently, which creates an array of
strengths and weaknesses in each kid.
The goal of All Kinds of Minds pro-
grams is to enlighten teachers, par-
ents, educational specialists, psy-
chologists, pediatricians and kids
about learning differences “so that
children who are struggling in school
are no longer misunderstood.”

Dr. Levine explained that each pro-
gram developed by All Kinds of Minds
follows the same basic four-step pro-
cess for assisting kids who struggle in
school.

Step one involves parents, teach-
ers, and/or clinicians to create a com-
plete learning profile which identi-
fies the student’s strengths and weak-
nesses. Memory, language, attention
and the ability to organize informa-
tion are functions of the brain that
severely affect a child’s ability to
learn and succeed in school.

Step two is a process that Dr. Levine
calls “demystification.”
Demystification lifts the veil for par-
ents and kids about the root of the
child’s learning deficit. This can em-
power children and improve their self-
esteem. According to Dr. Levine,
demystification enables kids to respect
and understand themselves and to “ap-
preciate individual differences in oth-
ers.”

Step three is management by pro-
file. At this stage of the process—
based on their understanding of the
child’s learning profile— teachers,
clinicians and parents encourage the
child to utilize methods of learning
which will foster more productivity.

The final step in an All Kinds of
Minds program is to implement the
action plan and put it into practice at
home and at school.

At the recent conference, parent
Lisa Johnson of Scotch Plains shared
her reaction.

“What I like is that Dr. Levine

demystifies the problem so that kids
know what’s going on. It’s a respect
issue,” she said.

All Kinds of Minds also offers the
Schools Attuned Program, which is a
full-service professional development
and service delivery program that
provides K-12 educators with inno-
vative methods for recognizing, un-
derstanding, and managing students
with learning difficulties. The Schools
Attuned Program arms educators with
the knowledge, skills and strategies
that will enable them to teach in a way
that enriches all students by bringing
them academic and social success.
Several New Jersey schools are “at-
tuned.”

In addition to the Schools Attuned
Program, All Kinds of Minds also
offers children and their parents the
Student Success Program. The Stu-
dent Success Program is located in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina and New
York City. For more information, visit
allkindsofminds.org.


