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God Grants Us the Strength
To Endure and Help Others

By PASTOR PAUL KRITSCH

According to the October 2005 is-
sue of The Atlantic Times, the
Frauenkirche in Dresden, Germany
was rededicated on October 30. De-
stroyed by Allied bombing during
World War II, the 17th-century
Lutheran Church of Our Lady had lay
in ruins until more than 600,000 pri-
vate donors from around the world
provided most of the funds for its
reconstruction.

Of special interest for us who live
in the New York City area is the
church’s 4,000-pound “Peace Bell.”
It bears the image of New York’s
collapsing Twin Towers, for the bell’s
designer, Christoph Feuerstein, had
witnessed the horrific event while
visiting Manhattan on September 11,
2001.

During the church’s rededication
service, the congregation stood to
sing the powerful thanksgiving hymn
“Now Thank We All Our God” by
Martin Rinkart. Rinkart served as a
Lutheran pastor in Eilenburg during
the Thirty Years’ War (1618-48). Eight
hundred out of the town’s 1,000 homes
were destroyed by invading armies.
Crops planted in hope constantly were
ruined by enemy troops. Refugees
from nearby areas brought the plague,
which swept through Eilenburg four
separate times. At the height of that
terrible war, Rinkart became the only
surviving pastor for the town, con-
ducting as many as 50 funerals every
day for people who died from war,
famine and disease.

When the war finally ended, Pastor

Rinkart wrote a hymn for the
congregation’s thanksgiving service.
The first verse of that hymn is as
follows:

Now thank we all our God,
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom our world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.
No doubt each one of us could list

losses in our lives. Each one of those
losses, whether shared with others or
not, is tragic, especially during the
holiday season. What keeps many of
us going is our shared faith in a God
who loves us. People of faith are
encouraged by passages like 2
Corinthians 1:3-4: “Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and
the God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received
from God.”

As church bells ring on Thanksgiv-
ing Day and people of faith gather for
worship, please know that you are
invited. The same God who strength-
ened Pastor Rinkart is available, and
his people want to share his blessings
with you.

* * * * * * *
Pastor Kritsch has been Senior

Pastor of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church and School, 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield,
for the past 17 years.

SETTLERS COME TO LIFE…Area residents portray settlers whose lives
helped to shape the Town of Westfield during a tour of colonial burial grounds last
month. These settlers also are recalled in a video/DVD entitled The Liveliest Place
in Town that is now available for sale. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Sallie Roberts, Barbara Burton, Karen Kashlak and the Reverend Ray Roberts;
middle row, David Rogers, Jock Vincentsen and Jeff Schundler, and back row,
Glenn deBrueys, Gerry Farenholdt, Bruce Cummings and Tom Weltesen.

Liveliest Place Video Brings
Westfield Settlers to Life

WESTFIELD – Key historical fig-
ures interred in the colonial burial
grounds of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield “come to life” once more
in The Liveliest Place in Town, a video/
DVD that is now available for sale.

The video/DVD recounts how the
efforts of these  settlers directly formed
and shaped the Town of Westfield.
After its premiere with a special view-
ing October 26, the launch was cel-
ebrated with the “Voices from the West
Fields” cemetery tour on October 29.

Settlers John Robinson (portrayed
by Bruce Cummings) and William
Miller (the Reverend Dr. Ray Rob-
erts), who deeded 40 acres to the then
new congregation, were on hand to
greet the more than 150 people who
toured the cemetery.

Among those who shared their sto-
ries with visitors on the tour  was
“Aunt Betty” Frazee (portrayed by
the Reverend Vicky Ney), who stood
up to British General Cornwallis (Ri-
chard Ney) during the Revolution-
ary War.

Others who celebrated the lives of

early settlers and received tour groups
included Barbara Burton, Glenn
deBrueys, Gerry Fahrenthold, Karen
Kashlak, Tay Miller, Sallie Roberts,
David Rogers, Jeff Schundler, Nancy
Testa, Jock Vincentsen and Tom
Weltesen.

Funding for the video/DVD was
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a di-
vision of Cultural Affairs in the De-
partment of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, with a matching grant from
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The Media Department of Union
County College produced The Liveli-
est Place in Town under the direction
of Steve Kato. As part of the grant
application, complimentary copies
have been presented to area schools,
local historical organizations, the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, Union County
College, local access TV, Westfield’s
municipal government and the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Copies are available in either video
or DVD format for $20 each and may
be purchased by calling the church
office at (908) 233-0301.

Willow Grove to Spotlight
‘Science Versus Christianity’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of

the public are invited to attend a
study workshop entitled “Science
Versus Christianity – Do They Con-
flict?” at the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church in Scotch Plains.

Presented by the Spiritual Growth
Team at the church, the workshop
will be offered on Wednesday, No-
vember 30, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and
Thursday, December 1, from 9:30 to

JCC Event to Address
Elder Domestic Violence

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, in conjunction with Jew-
ish Family Service, will present a
program on older adult domestic vio-
lence on Tuesday, November 29, at
10:30 a.m.

Domestic violence can affect
people of all ages, and can involve
spouses as well as an older parent and
adult children. It affects people of all
races, religions and economic back-
grounds.

Shari Bloomberg, an experienced
domestic violence counselor, will be
the presenter. Additional social work
staff from Jewish Family Service will
be on hand to answer questions and
offer information about services and
how to report suspected abuse.

This program will take place at the
JCC’s Wilf Jewish Community Cam-
pus, located at 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. It is free and open to
the public. Reservations are encour-
aged. Lunch will be available after
the program for $2.

Reservations are required for lunch.
To register or to obtain more informa-
tion, please call the JCC at (908) 889-
8800, extension no.207.

11 a.m. Each workshop will be pre-
ceded by a half hour of refreshments
and fellowship.

The workshop will focus on how
science does or does not conflict
with the Bible and Christianity. It
will include an exploration of how
the Christian faith has made way for
the emerging sciences throughout
history and their relationship to each
other. Participants also will discuss
the rejection of miracles, theories of
evolution versus the Biblical story
of creation, and what the Christian
faith can do that science cannot.

The Reverend Diane Curtis, In-
terim Pastor of the Willow Grove
Church, will lead this study/discus-
sion based on a chapter in the book
“Searching Issues” by Nicky Gumbel.

Babysitting will be available in the
Children’s Ark if requested in advance.
Individuals just need to inform the
church if they will need childcare and
the ages of the children so appropriate
activities can be planned.

The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road. Anyone interested in attending
the workshop is asked to call the church
office during morning hours, Monday
through Friday, at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

First Baptist to Mark
135th Year Sunday

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will hold a homecoming
Sunday, November 27, to celebrate
the church’s 135th anniversary and
remember those members who in
prior years were pivotal in building
and developing the church.

The 10:20 a.m. worship service
will recount the church’s history and
highlight visions for the future. An
after church reception will afford
visitors the opportunity to examine a
timeline of church history repre-
sented by photographs, articles and
artifacts covering the past 135 years.

Minister of Music William
Mathews has invited more than 40
former members of the choir to join
the current Chancel Choir in singing
an anthem. Church members’ photo-
graphs and memorabilia of special
events, such as weddings conducted
at the church, plus historical docu-
ments, vintage pictures and bulletins
will be displayed in Harvey Hall.

For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Presbyterian Church Posts
Advent, Christmas Events

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at the
corner of Broad Street and Moun-
tain Avenue, has announced its cal-
endar of Advent and Christmas pro-
grams. Members of the community
are invited to attend all of the holi-
day season offerings.

On Sunday, November 27, the an-
nual Christmas tree lighting on the
church’s front lawn will take place at
7 p.m. A brass ensemble will lead a
carol sing with the audience and the
church’s Angel Choir. Refreshments
will follow in Westminster Hall. The
Paden family has been selected as
the church family to light the tree
this year.

The Live Nativity will be presented
on the front lawn of the church on
Sunday, December 4, from 5 to 7
p.m. Actors will portray Mary and
Joseph, the wise men and the shep-
herds, and live animals will be part
of the manger scene.

The Christmas passages of the
Gospels will be read, in addition to
an Angel Choir performance of fa-
miliar carols. The short program will
be repeated during the two-hour span
to accommodate young families, and
attendees will be able to pet the ani-
mals. Refreshments in Westminster
Hall will follow each tableau.

Advent evening prayer services
will be held on Tuesdays  in the
Chapel at 7 p.m. November 29, De-
cember 6, 13 and 20. Princeton semi-
narians will deliver the homilies at

the services, which will include Com-
munion.

The church’s confirmands also will
attend the services, which are de-
signed to serve as short, quiet weekly
interludes in the bustle of the holi-
day season.

For more information call: 
Peter Jacobsen at Jacobs Enterprises 

973.591.5222

www.livingstontowncenter.com

Only Three Ground & Two Upstairs Spaces Available
Restaurant Space Available

Atrium •

Atrium Kids •

Baumgart’s •

Cold Stone Creamery •

Exchange Florist •

Fresh City •

London & Sherwin •

• Mason Barrister
• Menzel Violin
• Seldom Seen Designs
• Shoe Inn
• Silverman’s Card & Gifts
• Sur La Table
• Test Rite Opticians

80 % LEASED • JOIN THESE FINE TENANTS

Leases out for signature: Woman’s Clothing, Upscale Italian Restaurant

NEARING COMPLETION
Opening Winter 2006

Dr Arida is dedicated to providing you
with today’s most advanced cosmetic and
restorative dentistry in a relaxed and
pampered setting.  For your healthy,
beautiful smile and convenience:

Great Holiday Gift Idea!

KENNETH W. ARIDA, DDS
Graduate: L.D. Pankley Institute for Advanced

Dental Education, Key Biscayne, FL

DDS: State University of New York School
of Dentistry, Buffalo, NY

Residency: General Dentistry, Jersey Shore
Medical Center, Neptune, NJ

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT • FREE PARKING

131 SOUTH ELUCID AVENUE • WESTFIELD • www.drarida.com

908 654 6262

®

Invisalign Clear Braces

Teeth Whitening

Complete Smile Makeover

Tooth-Colored Fillings

Porcelain Veneers

Cosmetic Bonding

Crowns, Bridges & Implants

Early Morning, Lunchtime, Early Evenings

& Saturday Appointments

Flat Screen Televisions in Room

Over 20 Years Experience

Comprehensive Exams

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

®

•

 Gift Cards Available for all

Dental Services

Surprise  someone with the

gift of a beautiful SMILE.

Dr. Arida is an expert in the latest cosmetic procedures.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Income Tax Issues
FANWOOD – The Union County

Chapter of Mothers & More will
host Jennifer Mooney, an accoun-
tant and mother of two, at its Wednes-
day, December 7 meeting at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood Recreation Cen-
ter, located at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood.

 She will discuss the basics of in-
come tax preparation and how to
identify and make the most of  avail-
able tax deductions. The meeting is
open to the public and refreshments
will be provided.

Mothers & More is a national, non-
profit organization that champions
the value and necessity of all moth-
ers’ work to society, both paid and
unpaid, within and outside  the home.
The Union County Chapter meets on
the first and third Wednesdays of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
Recreation Center.

For more information about this
meeting, please call Stacy at (908)
928-9841 or Marilyn at (908) 568-
2633 or visit mothersandmore.org on
the Internet.

Red Cross Chapter
Posts CPR Courses

COUNTY – The American Red
Cross Tri-County Chapter, which
serves 22 communities including
Fanwood, Garwood and Scotch Plains,
will hold two courses at its office at 16
Jefferson Avenue in Elizabeth.

Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant CPR
and First Aid will be offered on Satur-
day, December 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.

Adult CPR, AED and Standard First
Aid is scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 6, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Each course may be taken in its
entirety or in portions. To register or
obtain more information, please call
(908) 756-6414.

Mon.thru Fri. ‘til 9 • Sat. ‘til 5 • Sun. ‘til 4


