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SIXTY CENTS

Fourth Ward Recount
To Occur November 28
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Monday, November 14, after all votes were tallied, Union County election officials
certified Democrat Tom Bigosinski
as the winner in Westfield’s fourth
ward by one vote over Eric Leuthold.
In response, Mr. Leuthold, with
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
acting as trial counsel, filed for a
recount, which State Superior Court
Judge John Malone granted.
The recount, which is open to the
public, will occur on Monday, November 28 at 10 a.m. at the Union
County Division of Elections warehouse located at 2345 South Avenue
in Scotch Plains.
Deputy Administrator of the Union
County Board of Elections Michael
Moussallem said the fourth ward’s

five voting machines will be monitored - “We will check the paper trail
and print out the receipts.”
He said all provisional and absentee ballots will be accepted or rejected and voting authority slips will
be verified. Everything will be tallied
again and representatives from both
parties will be on hand, he noted.
After Mr. Bigosinski’s certification, Mr. Foerst responded to an order
to show cause pursuant to NJSA
19:28-1. As is mandatory, Mr.
Leuthold had to enclose $200 as a
filing fee. In writing, the Republican
contingent addressed County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi and the election board
to as to “why judgment should not be
entered.”
The document asks for a recount of
all ballots cast, as well as absentees
and provisional ballots in the fourth

DWC Discusses Gift
Cards, Rebuts Editorial
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the monthly
meeting of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) held on Monday
night, Chairman of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
Hans Winberg addressed the board
regarding the gift cards, saying that
he would be willing to answer any
questions or concerns regarding them.
The WACC’s gift card, which will
replace its gold gift coin, was met
with scrutiny by some members of
the DWC. Mr. Winberg said some
confusion might have stemmed “initially because of the uncertainty of
how it (gift card) was structured, or
how it might work.”
Mr. Winberg explained that the gift
card would work similar to a debit
card. All members of the WACC are
eligible to participate in the program
for an annual fee of $100 and a 25cent “per swipe” fee. Gift cards will
be available for purchase at any area
merchant participating in the program in varying dollar amounts.
Mr. Winberg explained that money
taken in by merchants for merchandise purchased with the card, as well
as the 25-cent swipe fee, would all go
into a pool. Near the end of the month,
merchants would be reimbursed for
money they were owed for transactions made using the card, minus the
swipe fee.
DWC Chairman David Martone
asked, “What happens if the pooling
account goes out of balance?” He
described a scenario where a merchant could process numerous gift
cards and then vanish.
“If a merchant could completely
disappear – that would be spectacular,” Mr. Winberg answered. He went
on to explain that he feels the program
is reasonably safe. “If an employee
defrauds the program, it is the burden
of the careless retailer,” he said.
Mr. Winberg said, “The benefits of
the gift card are greater than the coin
was.” He explained that if a shopper
only used a portion of the value on the
coin, the remainder could be received
in cash. With the gift card, the remaining balance stays on the card
and is only eligible for use at participating merchants, therefore keeping
the cash in Westfield’s downtown.
“Besides not doing their job, they are
not restricted to Westfield,” he said.
“It is two different programs. They
both have their value,” DWC board
member Joe Spector said. He also
said that with the coin, merchants had
the option of issuing a store credit.
Mr. Spector said the coin was originally developed in the 1970s by a
group of ten merchants comprising
an organization called Westfield Area
Merchants (WAM).
According to Mr. Spector, WAM
members, of which he was one, would
contribute $150 per month for promotional material and came up with
the idea of creating the coin, which
still bears the stamp of WAM.
Mr. Spector said that when the
WACC was “reinvigorated’ in
Westfield they “inherited the coin
without fee and without expense”
from the DWC, who had taken over
the coin from WAM. “It is a universal
coin that does not diminish in value,”
he said. “If you’re going to drop it,
we’re going to consider adopting it.”
“As far as the future life of WAM
coins go, I think they are archaic and
expensive,” Mr. Winberg said. Each
coin costs $3 to produce, including

packaging. The gift cards cost approximately 85 cents each.
Mr. Martone asked, “Would you
consider giving up the coin program?
Perhaps you could explore that.”
WACC Executive Director Allison
O’Hara said she could not answer the
question at that time, saying the remaining coins “could not just be handed
over.” She said she would talk to the
WACC accountant about the possibility of returning the coins to the DWC.
She also said the gift coins would still
have value. “As long as people have
them (coins), we hope you (merchants)
would take them,” she said.
Mr. Martone issued a prepared
statement regarding an editorial in
the November 3 edition of The
Westfield Leader.
“Regarding the comments about
Mr. Joe Spector’s position on our
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

ward and “orders a revocation of the
election certificate issued in the name
of Thomas Bigosinksi and issue a
new certificate based on the results of
the recount.”
In the order to show cause, it reads,
“the petitioner, Eric J. Leuthold, believes there to be an error in counting
the votes and that the respondents
should not have certified the election
as the ballots were counted in error.”
After all votes were counted, Mr.
Bigosinksi held a 1,469 to 1,468 edge
over Mr. Leuthold. Mr. Bigosinkski
began 18 votes down before absentees and provisionals were tallied.
Once they were counted, he picked
up 76 votes to Mr. Leuthold’s 56,
placing him two votes ahead. Of 10
provisional ballots cast, four were
thrown out. In the remaining six, Mr.
Leuthold amassed three votes to Mr.
Bigosinski’s two. One of the six did
not indicate a choice for the fourth
ward.
Mr. Foerst, spokesman for the campaign, said, “As far as we can determine, this is the closest election in the
history of Westfield. We want to be
completely sure and are therefore letting the process play out. We have
filed the necessary paperwork with
the county and will let them tell us
what do next. With only one vote
separating the candidates, I think it is
only fair to the electorate that we have
certainty in this election.”
Mr. Leuthold remained hopeful that
the election would come out in his
favor, noting, “I campaigned hard so
that I could represent the people of
the fourth ward. I am hopeful that I
will be given that opportunity.”
As of press time, county election
board officials said Roselle Park and
Fanwood had not filed for recounts.
In Fanwood, Joan Wheeler defeated
Republican Michael D’Antuono by
seven votes – 1,381 to 1,374. In
Roselle Park’s first ward, Democrat
Laurence Dinardo defeated Joel Reed
by four votes, 337 to 334.

Allison O’Hara Promoted
To President of Chamber
WESTFIELD — The Westfield enue and Central Avenue businesses,
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC) strengthening the relationship beBoard of Directors voted unanimously tween the Chamber and other local
to the promote Allison O’Hara to agencies and developing additional
president, effective
benefits and services for the memThursday, December
bership.
1. Ms. O’Hara, who
was previously exMs.
O’Hara
joined WACC in
ecutive director for
September 2003.
the organization, will
also shift from partBefore then, she
worked in markettime to full-time with
ing, communicathis promotion.
“This was overdue
tions and retail management with Schofor the Chamber, and
it signals a positive
lastic Inc., Random
change for the orgaHouse, B. Dalton
Booksellers, and
nization,” stated
Hans
Winberg,
Baker & Taylor.
chairman of the
Ms.
O’Hara
earned her Bachelor
Board of Directors.
Allison O’Hara
of Arts degree in En“We have tremendous faith that the
glish Literature at
Chamber will be better positioned to Drew University and holds a Master
serve the needs of its members with of Arts degree from Teachers ColAllison on board full-time.”
lege/Columbia University in InstrucIn this decision, the board acknowl- tional Technology and Media in Eduedges that the Chamber requires a cation.
full-time administrator in order to
She has been involved with many
grow the organization and fulfill its community organizations, including
mission to help the Westfield busi- the Westfield Interfaith Caring Comness community succeed.
munity/Katrina Resettlement Project,
As president, Ms. O’Hara will the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
work with more than 320 Chamber Team in Training and the East Coast
members comprised of retail, ser- Greenway-NJ Committee.
vice, non-profits and professional
Ms. O’Hara resides in Garwood
businesses. Her goals include ad- with her husband Paul and two childressing concerns of the South Av- dren.

Eli Lopatin for The Westfield Leader

INFORMATIVE EVENING...Westfield High School (WHS) senior and member
of the Rotary Interact Club Justin Chou, left, hands a College Night guide to
junior Will Uhr, 16, and his mother, Barbara Uhr, at the entrance to the school
last Thursday. WHS’s 52nd annual College Night brought representatives from
more than 180 colleges to the school. See full story on page 15.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RACING AGAINST WINTER…The Westfield Department of Public Works is implementing major improvements to
North Chestnut Street, including new curbing with Belgium blocks, birm restructuring and repaving. The street has been
on the list of scheduled road improvements as part of the ongoing repaving program. Thus far, the weather has cooperated.
There have been no winter freezing or snow delays to impede work this year.

UCGUC CEO Looks to Build
New Community Relationships
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – On the job for four months
as CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County (UWGUC), James
Horne, Jr. is working hard to turn
around the fiscal condition of the
county’s United Way while increasing the organization’s future annual
community appeals.
“I’ve spent a considerable amount
of my first four months improving
our capacity, restructuring our
fundraising efforts…and analyzing
our financial situation, which, based
upon our audits, was looking pretty
bleak,” Mr. Horne said. “With budget
reductions, we’ve actually turned that
around in a very short time.”
In an effort to reduce overhead, Mr.
Horne worked with the local United
Ways to reduce redundancy in going
after the same donors, sharing mailing and marketing expenses and hiring consultants instead of full-time
employees to reduce the cost of employee benefits. He said UWGUC’s
administrative budget reflects 20 percent of the United Way’s fundraising
goals.
He said that number would drop to
18 percent by the end of the current
fiscal year. Mr. Horne noted that
UWGUC is also looking to find cost
reductions in contracts for employee
pension plans and healthcare plans.
This year, the UWGUC, located at
33 West Grand Street in Elizabeth, set
a fundraising goal of $3.7 million, a 5
percent increase over last year. Of
that amount, $2.8 million will be allocated back to community-based
organizations, with the remaining
$900,000 covering administrative ex-

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader

NEWLY ONBOARD…James Horne, Jr., CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County, center, meets with Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin, left,
and Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

penses. UWGUC has a full-time staff
of 15, which will grow to 17.
Faced with declining allocations
from the Tri-State United Way, the
former United Way of Eastern Union
County merged with UWs in Cranford,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside to
form the present organization. Local
UWs, Mr. Horne said, were volunteerdriven and had no professional staff.
Fanwood and Garwood, members of
UWGUC, did not have their own local
United Ways.
“The idea was to utilize United
Way of Greater Union County staff to
lead the volunteer efforts and to be
the focal point of developing the strategy for those communities,” he said,
noting the UWGUC worked to pro-

vide support to help volunteers organize grassroots opportunities and
identify local businesses to be solicited.
UWGUC fundraising efforts expand to all 21 municipalities in the
county, as well as the North and South
Plainfields. All the merged communities are represented on the UWGUC
board.
“Based upon my view of the United
Way as a national system, I think that
(the merger) was the right thing to do
for this region. The challenge faced
after the merger is maintaining relationships and presence in those communities to continue to assure the
potential donors that United Way is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

DWC, Chamber OK Agreement
Concerning Future Use of ‘W’
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) and
the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) this week approved an
agreement concerning the future of
the stylized “W” that has been used
by the DWC on promotional items
such as welcome signs at entry points
into Westfield.
The controversy began when the
DWC, the management entity for the
town’s special improvement district,
hired a trademark attorney to restrict
the chamber from using the “W” on
WACC gift cards. The cards are replacing gift coins that had previously
been used by the chamber.
After the news story was reported
in the November 3 issue of The
Westfield Leader, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky called a meeting of himself, Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
Town Councilmen Sal Caruana and
Larry Goldman, WACC Executive
Chairman Hans Winberg and DWC
Chairman David Martone, in an attempt to resolve the dispute.
“The good thing is that the lawsuit
will be dropped,” Mr. Gildea said told
The Leader on Monday.
In addition, WACC gift cards, which

the DWC had originally requested be
destroyed, will be available for sale by
chamber members. As previously reported, the chamber agreed to a disclaimer on the cards’ presentation
sleeves (the greeting card-like folder
that shoppers receive with the cards)
stating that the WACC is a non-profit
organization not affiliated with the town.
The town administrator will handle
all future disputes involving future
use of the “W.”
As per the agreement, both organizations released a joint statement on
Monday announcing the accord.
“Both organizations would like to
thank Mayor Skibitsky and the town
council for interceding to insure a
positive outcome for the public,” according to the statement. Both said
the agreement is “in pursuit of their
common interests of enhancing the
vitality of local businesses and the
downtown area.”
The statement noted that that both
the WACC and DWC had “legitimate
concerns” in the dispute such as “technical legalities, the DWC’s prior use

of the stylized logo and its desire to
not be confused in the marketplace as
the sponsor of the gift card product.
“However, the overwhelming consensus of those in attendance was to
focus on the bigger picture of providing an upbeat, accommodating experience for those who shop in our stores
and patronize our restaurants, as well
as promote the economic interests of
our local businesses.
“Accordingly, while each organization acknowledges that it is a separate
and distinct entity with different missions, both organizations were able to
draw from their long history of mutually supportive and successful endeavors and arrive at an agreement that
addresses the concerns of all involved.
“The result, in a nutshell, is that
consumers will be able to use the
originally proposed gift cards. In addition, the DWC and the WACC reaffirmed their commitment to cooperate with each other to advance the
best interests of the shoppers, businesses, and ultimately, the Town of
Westfield.”
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Scotch Plains Voting Results
November 8, 2005
Total
GOP GOP
District Registered Voted Quattriochi Kline
1
625
399
45
46
2
620
308
66
63
3
654
310
134 129
4
609
300
155 146
5
687
382
186 185
6
467
243
129 126
7
560
297
160 155
8
876
462
207 206
9
597
309
130 135
10
563
320
143 146
11
569
321
155 144
12
621
348
165 169
13
610
342
147 146
14
553
303
157 162
15
665
391
213 206
16
1225
612
297 290
17
1206
612
318 318
18
595
323
172 171
19
746
389
197 194
20
931
523
299 296
21
636
246
76
74
Total
14615 7740
3551 3507

Freeholders
Question 1 Question 2
Governor
General Assembly
County Clerk
GOP
DEM
DEM DEM Lt. Gov.
Pollution
GOP
DEM
Other Other Other
Other Other
Other Other Other GOP
GOP DEM
DEM
GOP
DEM
Dill Estrada Proctor Ward Yes No Yes No Forrester Corzine Forchion Bell Castillo Pawlowski Thieke Latigona Rozzo Larishy Malool Bochi-Med Green Stender Spector Rajoppi
40
312
313 319 104
69 102
60
54
333
1
0
4
4
0
1
0
0
46
36
319
329
38
324
63
202
209 207 105
54
79
74
72
216
2
1
4
4
4
0
0
1
73
61
198
214
63
216
128
136
135 134
97
67
93
65
146
140
1
2
9
6
2
0
0
0
145
119
127
149
120
151
142
98
103
99
82
71
72
69
170
112
2
0
1
2
1
1
0
0
158
134
96
119
132
130
177
155
155 158 142
95 125 103
181
182
2
0
8
2
3
2
0
0
194
160
152
182
165
176
121
86
93
98
84
68
61
80
129
105
0
0
3
3
0
0
0
0
136
109
89
109
110
115
148
113
112 121 109
64 104
64
159
119
1
0
6
3
3
1
0
0
163
137
108
136
137
133
210
205
213 211 134 149 144 127
218
227
1
2
3
3
3
0
0
3
214
183
198
237
181
242
134
142
139 137
97
77
83
82
138
151
2
0
10
2
1
0
0
0
141
115
137
166
111
163
140
145
144 147
88
76
78
82
145
163
1
0
4
3
1
2
0
0
151
130
148
165
125
165
145
142
147 149 101
77
98
84
152
155
2
0
5
1
1
0
0
0
154
138
142
159
134
160
160
137
131 145 124
84 108
86
173
160
2
2
1
2
2
0
0
0
172
148
138
166
137
176
148
162
164 169 123
92 127
80
142
180
0
1
6
1
3
0
0
0
150
129
162
185
130
186
151
110
116 119 106
93 106
86
156
137
1
2
2
1
0
0
0
0
174
129
112
144
139
134
201
141
143 147 149 109 131 114
211
159
4
4
5
1
1
0
0
0
202
177
154
183
181
178
281
271
282 283 256 148 225 160
272
308
1
1
7
6
4
0
0
0
284
254
282
318
252
324
310
224
223 230 204 143 173 160
331
265
0
0
5
2
2
0
0
0
310
282
237
263
288
261
168
119
128 127 143
73 126
83
169
146
2
1
2
1
0
1
0
0
171
147
121
150
149
150
189
151
155 157 176
82 144
97
197
181
1
0
3
3
0
1
0
0
211
171
144
184
183
168
294
184
186 186 193 126 174 129
300
206
3
1
5
4
2
0
0
0
298
266
191
215
274
209
76
141
141 141
70
51
74
45
88
142
3
0
2
1
3
2
0
0
77
66
138
153
72
151
3426
3376
3432 3484 2687 1868 2427 1930
3603
3787
32
17
95
55
36
11
0
4 3624
3091 3393
3926
3121
3912

DWC Meeting

United Way of UC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

board, Mr. Spector has dedicated over
nine years serving on this board. He
has tirelessly worked to improve the
downtown and is in fact one of the
key people responsible for the creation of the DWC, which has revitalized the downtown proven by our
Great American Main Street Award,
declaring Westfield one of the five
best downtowns in our entire country.
“Mr. Spector has served under several categories on our board – business
owner, property owner and resident.
The mayor and town council made all
of Mr. Spector’s appointments. The
DWC has no input in the appointment
process; therefore, they were legal and
done without any impropriety.
“The open board position currently
under consideration is handled
through the town administrator’s office, where applications are accepted
and forwarded to the mayor for review. The mayor conducts interviews
and the final selection is made without the DWC having any control over
the process. The town administrator

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

has assured me that the only reason
this has been delayed is the timing of
the recent election.
“The hiring of off-duty police officers to focus on a problematic area
downtown was an initiative that was
approved by the mayor and council.
No complaints have been lodged because of this program and the incident level dropped dramatically as a
result of the initiative.”
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin reported that on Saturday and
Sunday, November 26 and 27, the
DWC will be sponsoring photos with
Santa and Mrs. Claus at Lord and
Taylor from 1 until 5 p.m. Participants can receive a free 5 x 7 photo
with a two-can contribution for the
Nights of Columbus Food Drive.
Mrs. Cronin also said Parking Services Director John Morgan will be
bagging meters on Friday, November
25, for the remainder of the holiday
season. Shoppers can park for up to
two hours free of charge during this
time period. Shoppers can also enjoy
free trolley rides, free gift wrapping,
carolers and bagpipe bands while
shopping in the downtown area during weekends in November and December.

Reading is good for you!
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relevant,” he said.
Mr. Horne said the county’s United
Way intends to reach out to local
community leaders to establish relationships. “This year, we have a solid
plan to approach those communities.
The plan includes a broader solicitation to more residents,” he said. The
plan also includes “developing and
participating in local events and activities. We intend to host town meetings in these communities to talk
with the community councils and
other residents about how United Way
can help, how United Way operated
to help their communities and also
explaining to them how they can get
involved,” he added.
“What’s missing, quite frankly, is
our ability to maintain strong relationships with key community leadership” in towns such as Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood and Clark, Mr.
Horne added.
The Westfield United Fund and the
United Way of Summit, Berkeley
Heights and New Providence opted
against merging with the UWGUC,
citing their past success in their
fundraising objectives. The Westfield
United Way’s goal this year is $700,000,
with $550,000 dedicated for its member agencies and the remaining
$150,000 for administrative expenses.
Mr. Horne noted that the Westfield
United Way, now known as the United
Way of Westfield, is no longer a member of the UWGUC board. In that
regard, the Westfield UW will no
longer receive an allocation from the
county United Way.
Linda Maggio, executive director
of the Westfield United Way for the
past 30 years, said Westfield received
annual allocations from the county
United Way since 1968. That number
reached a high of $194,201 in 19901991 and 1991-1992, but declined
over the years to $25,000 last year
and zero dollars this year.
“The Westfield United Way is successful because of a lot of different
pieces: a very talented staff and leadership, a committed board in volunteers and (its) tradition” in the community, Mr. Horne said. “What I am
very cautious about is not wanting to
interrupt that momentum.”
He noted, however, that his job is to
inform Westfield residents “that there
are other opportunities for them to
help throughout the county. I think
that’s what leads us hopefully to more
fulfilling discussions with the
Westfield United Way around our alliances and how we can work together.”

“I am excited at this point that I’ve
had the opportunity to have some
additional dialogue with Linda
(Maggio) and the Westfield board.
We look forward to continuing our
conversations,” Mr. Horne said.
“I think if we work together, we
can position it so that we don’t compete,” he said.
“Ultimately, we are not trying to
restrict or reduce what has already
existed in terms of success,” Mr. Horne
stated.
Due to a loss of employers in the
area, the UWGUC goals dropped from
$5.5 million to $3.5 million. From
2000 to 2004 the UWGUC’s
fundraising campaign “saw negative
production each year,” Mr. Horne said.
He said the county United Way should
be raising $6 million.
“We have to take a different approach for what is now a very different marketplace for our United Way.
Years ago, people tended to live where
they worked. We had a lot of large
factories and people right around
there. Now we have people who are
commuting for an hour,” he said.
In an effort to increase its
fundraising objectives, the county
organization purchased a mailing list
this year of 26,000 households, Mr.
Horne said. In the past, the UWGUC
relied on a list of 3,000 families named
in the county UW’s computer database.
“In order for Greater Union County
to achieve its fundraising goals today,
we have to employ a strategy that
looks at increasing support of our
existing corporate base,” said Mr.
Horne. “Right now, approximately
eight companies account for about 70
percent of our fundraising goal.”
“So we are working very closely with
our best customers to improve their campaigns for this year,” Mr. Horne said.
In addition, the organization is reaching out to the 500 companies in Union
County that employ 50 or more employees. Forty of these companies were
already contacted by the UWGUC.
UWGUC will also be increasing direct mail solicitations to small businesses. Mr. Horne also said he wants
to increase leader gifts – donations of
$1,000 or more – and will be establishing a major gift category requiring a
minimal donation of $10,000.
“The goal of the United Way is to
identify resources necessary to address deficiencies and human conditions that exist in our county,” he said.
UWGUC’s ultimate goal is $6 million within the next three to five years.

Westfield
Sunday, November 13, a Boulevard resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house and removed a Kenwood AM/FM stereo
with a CD player.
Sunday, November 13, a Willow
Grove Road resident reported that
someone wrote on his motor vehicle
with magic marker.
Tuesday, November 15, Craig
Henderson, 37, of Plainfield was arrested at Central Avenue and East
Broad Street following a motor vehicle stop on an outstanding traffic
warrant out of Union Township for
$100. Henderson was released after
posting bail.
Tuesday, November 15, Spencer
Gardner, 31, of South Plainfield was
arrested at South Plainfield Police
Headquarters on the strength of an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Westfield for $500. He was released
on bail.
Saturday, November 19, Kenneth
Meyerhoff, 49, of Garwood was arrested in the 400 block of Central
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible individual.
Sunday, November 20, a Grant
Avenue resident reported that someone had used her credit card to order
more than $16,604 in photographic
equipment.
Scotch Plains
Wednesday, November 16, Giselle
Lopez, 23, of Scotch Plains and ChristopherAkrivos 24, also of Scotch Plains,
were arrested and charged with possession of marijuana and possession with
the intent to distribute marijuana.
They were also charged with possession with the intent to distribute
marijuana within 1,000 feet of a
school zone, police said. Both suspects were arrested after a two-week
long investigation conducted by the
detective Bureau.
Thursday, November 17, an employee of a store on Westfield Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was
stolen. The value of the vehicle is $5,000.
There are no suspects at this time.
Friday, November 18, a resident of
Wareham Court reported his vehicle
stolen. The victim stated he met a
male in a bar and they went back to
the victim’s house for more drinks.
When the victim woke up in the morning, his keys and the vehicle were
missing. Police said the victim did
not know the name of the suspect.
Saturday, November 19, a Newark
resident reported that her purse was
stolen while she was riding a NJ Transit bus. The purse contained credit
cards and cash.
Mountainside
Thursday, November 17, police

responded to a report of a burglary at
a public storage facility on Route 22
West. The victim stated that two RCA
televisions and two bins containing
girls clothing were missing from the
storage bin he rents. There was no
sign of forced entry.
Police said the detective bureau
was notified and advised to cancel the
report due to lack of evidence.
Friday, November 18, Abraham
Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested after his vehicle became disabled on Route 22 West at Summit
Avenue and it was determined he was
driving with a suspended license.
Avecillas was also charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI).
Saturday, November 19, police responded to a theft from a motor vehicle a Route 22 West restaurant. The
victim stated his car was parked in the
west side of the parking lot. When he
returned from dinner, he discovered
the driver’s side door lock was damaged and an unknown suspect had
gained entry to the vehicle.
The victim reported the theft of a
bowling ball and shoes, Christmas towels, CDs and BMW jack tools. Police
said the total value of stolen merchandise is valued at $1,800 and that the
suspect left prints on the inside of the
windshield. The incident has been
turned over to the detective bureau.
Police said a surveillance camera was
within 20 yards of the reported burglary
and that the tapes will be used as evidence.
Sunday, November 20, police responded to the report of a theft from
a vehicle parked at a Route 22 East
restaurant. The victim stated that the
car was parked in the rear lot of the
restaurant. When the victim returned
to the vehicle he noticed the driver’s
side door lock pried apart and the
windows were down.
The victim stated that his insurance card, registration card and the
log book containing the security code
for the vehicle were missing. Further
investigation revealed the keys to the
victim’s home were also, taken along
with the keys to another vehicle. The
victim’s cell phone, 22 business shirts,
two pairs of slacks and two suits were
also stolen from the vehicle. Police
said the total value of stolen merchandise was valued at $5,650.
Sunday, November 20, Dean S.
Jennings, 35, of Somerville was
stopped for urinating in public on Route
22 East and New Providence Road.
The suspect was also charged with
DWI.
Sunday, November 20, Frederick
A. Rushing, 30, of Irvington was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on route 22 West at Glenside Avenue
for ficticious plates. It was also determined that Rushing had numerous
outstanding warrants.
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S. Plains Prosecutor Faces
Admonishment for Lying
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — This week,
township Prosecutor Michael Blacker
defended himself in the wake of an
ethics committee recommendation
that he be admonished for lying to a
client three years ago about the status
of her divorce case.
In November 2002, Mr. Blacker,
the township prosecutor since 2000,
was hired by Anita Crum of Scotch

Plains to handle her divorce case.
Over the ensuing 11 months, he told
Ms. Crum her divorce papers had
been filed and that the matter was
proceeding and would soon be concluded. When Ms. Crum contacted
the court in October 2003, she was
told her divorce papers had never
been filed. She eventually obtained a
divorce and Mr. Blacker refunded
Ms. Crum’s $500 retainer fee.
“It happened,” Mr. Blacker said in

Auditor Finds BOE
In Sound Condition
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board of
Education heard the synopsis audit report for the fiscal year that ended June
30, 2005 at its meeting last Thursday.
Presented by Phil Meshinsky of
Barre and Company, the report
showed a surplus of $1,275,409 for
the district, which is a cap of 2 percent according to state law. Board
member Donald Parisi, Finance Committee chairman stated that, “the district is in sound fiscal condition.”
There were a small number of fiscal
errors found by auditors, including the
Coles School’s use of the board’s Federal ID number, the need for the
district’s treasurer to cancel outstanding checks, that bank statements are
sent to the board office each month
from Student Body activities, an accounting error on a capital project and
a medical benefits account reconciliation by the treasurer’s office for the
2004-2005 year.
Mr. Meshinsky recommended a
corrective action plan, including the
provision that “all of the board’s bank
accounts should be reconciled by the
treasurer on a monthly basis.” The
date of implementation for these
changes is March 1, 2006.
In other business, the board received
a dozen letters from district parents
concerned about teacher contract negotiations and the process that has
been underway with the mediator.
Matthew Moloney, a Fanwood resident and parent, addressed the board.
“You need to negotiate fairly, we support you. If you can’t reach an agree-

ment, we (parents) would like to know
what the issues are.”
Board President Linda Nelson responded, “Normally, the board does
not negotiate in public. We try not to
speak of specifics; this would appear
as posturing and confrontational. We
are very encouraged by the public
support. It is frustrating to see that
they (teachers) feel a need to picket,
because we are in negotiations.”
Mr. Moloney stressed that he is in
support of the teachers, also, “They
are the best in the state. They are
doing their job,” he said.
The board also approved the first
reading of the Philosophy of Education Policy. This policy outlines the
mission statement of the district, the
beliefs and district goals.
The first reading of the Non-Affiliated Employees Policy was approved
by the board, requiring Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carol Choye to develop
a handbook of guidelines for non-affiliated employees of the district.
Craig Nowlin, chairman of the
board’s curriculum committee, discussed plans for “Project Graduation,” a program geared toward seniors that involves community service and internships, and will explain
the review of high school changes at
the next board meeting.
The board approved a resolution
granting tenure to a number of district employees, including Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Dr. Margaret Hayes.
The next meeting will take place on
Thursday, December 8, at 8 p.m.

speaking with The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times this week. “I’ve been
very contrite about it. And I’ve moved
on and tried to do better.”
In a hearing last June before the
District XII Ethics Committee, Mr.
Blacker admitted to lying to Ms. Crum,
and told the three-member panel that
he had “apologized to Ms. Crum profusely.” In a written answer to the
committee, he said he was “at a loss to
explain my behavior in this case. I do
not believe this represents an accurate
picture of how I conduct my practice.”
The ethics committee recommended a penalty of admonishment,
which is the lowest level of sanction.
Last Thursday, the state Disciplinary
Review Board heard the case in a
brief hearing and will issue its decision in the next several weeks.
Mr. Blacker, who has practiced law
for 39 years, told The Times this was
“an isolated incident,” noting that he
had had one grievance filed against
him that was resolved. He said one
reason the ethics panel recommended
an admonishment and not a more severe penalty was “because of my record
of service to the bar and the fact that I
do a lot of pro bono work.” Mr. Blacker
served as president of the Union
County Bar Association in 1988.
He said he has not yet spoken to
anyone in the township government
about the matter, but Township Manager Thomas Atkins said the township council was expected to discuss
it privately this week after their Monday evening conference meeting.

Meghan Gill for The Times

MAKING HIS POINT…Matthew
Moloney, a Fanwood resident and parent, addressed the board last Thursday
night on the status of board negotiations with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association.

Council to Vote on Heather Glen
Financial Agreement Tuesday
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Sotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council will introduce an ordinance next week approving the financial agreement between the municipal government and the developers of
the Heather Glen age-restricted housing development.
The agreement, which includes
provisions that will result in slightly
lower property taxes for those owning property there, drew the ire of a
township resident who, earlier this
month, engaged in a 50-minute discussion on the matter with the governing body. At its November 9 meeting, the council approved a formal
application to the state for the Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT) financial agreement.
The ordinance to be introduced next
week formalizes the property tax
changes for the 55-unit development
currently under construction off
Jerusalem Road. Under the agreement between the township and
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban
Renewal LLC, property tax monies
from those properties will be earmarked mostly for the municipal government, with some directed toward
the county government and a smaller
portion than normal dedicated for the
local board of education.
Usually, property taxes in Scotch
Plains are split three ways, with about
two-thirds of the levy earmarked for
education purposes and the remaining one-third split between the municipal and county governments.
Despite the public objection to the
plan by resident Sheldon Roskin two
weeks ago, Township Manager Thomas Atkins said at the council’s conference meeting Monday evening
that he had spoken with several residents since then who supported the
plan after it was explained to them.
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
said he had heard favorable comments from officials from other towns

at last week’s State League of Municipalities convention in Atlantic
City.
The public hearing on the ordinance
to be introduced next week will be
held on Tuesday, December 13.
In other business, Mr. Atkins announced that Brian Mahoney would
be formally sworn in as township
police chief at the council’s meeting
next Tuesday. He succeeds Chief
Mark Zyla, who died last month.
Next Monday, the state Department of Transportation (DOT) will
sponsor what it bills as a public information center at the municipal building to provide information about its
planned renovations to the Route 22
bridge linking Park Avenue and
Bonnie Burn Road.

The session, which will run from 4
to 7 p.m., will be informal, according
to Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, who
attended a similar DOT meeting in
Watchung on Monday. She said there
would be no formal presentation; instead, DOT officials, armed with
handouts and large displays, will be
available to answer questions from
members of the public on a one-toone basis.
Construction Official Robert
LaCosta is recommending a change in
the township ordinance setting out fees
for demolition permits. After speaking with neighboring towns’ construction officials, it was agreed, he said,
that demolition rates are too low.
In a memorandum to Mr. Atkins,

By DEBORAH MADISON

FANWOOD — The planning and
zoning board of adjustments discussed making recommendations to
the borough council to change several ordinances at their monthly
agenda meeting Monday night.
Board member John Deitch reported on changes to the cell-tower
ordinance, which would require companies to agree to waive confidentiality and to release data regarding surrounding towns. The recommendations would also limit the placement
of cell towers at certain sites.
Revisions to the borough’s conditional-use ordinance will add several
types of businesses that will be prohibited in the downtown, including:
tarot/fortune card reading, car washes,
car parts stores, dollar stores, pawn
shops, community drop-in centers,
and video arcade/gaming stores. The

UCGUC CEO Looks to Build
New Community Relationships
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – On the job for four months
as CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County (UCGUC), James
Horne, Jr. is working hard to turn
around the fiscal condition of the
county’s United Way while increasing the organization’s future annual
community appeals.
“I’ve spent a considerable amount
of my first four months improving
our capacity, restructuring our
fundraising efforts…and analyzing
our financial situation, which, based
upon our audits, was looking pretty
bleak,” Mr. Horne said. “With budget
reductions, we’ve actually turned that
around in a very short time.”
In an effort to reduce overhead, Mr.
Horne worked with the Westfield
United Way to reduce redundancy in
going after the same donors, sharing
mailing and marketing expenses and
hiring consultants instead of full-time
employees to reduce the cost of employee benefits. He said UWGUC’s
administrative budget is 20 percent
of the United Way’s fundraising goals.
Mr. Horne said that number would
be dropping to 18 percent by the end
of the current fiscal year. He said
UWGUC is also looking to find cost
reductions in contracts for employee
pension plans and healthcare plans.
This year, the UWGUC, located at
33 West Grand Street in Elizabeth, set
a fundraising goal of $3.7 million, a 5
percent increase over last year. Of
that amount, $2.8 million will be allocated back to community-based
organizations, with the remaining
$900,000 covering administrative expenses. UWGUC has a full-time staff
of 15, which will grow to 17.

board discussed the need to clarify
the definition of gaming stores, which
would not necessarily prohibit
Internet access cafes.
Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
reported that he and Mayor Colleen
Mahr met with representatives of
PSE&G and the Elizabethtown Water representatives to insure that they
had the transmission capacity that
will be needed for the downtown redevelopment projects. He said that he
communicated the status of the Revised Downtown Redevelopment
Plan (RDRP) to the utilities and gave
them the names of the developers’
architects and engineers to coordinate the projects.
Jack Molenaar, council liaison to
the planning board, reported that the
first developer in the RDRP, Michael
Marcovecchio, has determined that
demolishing the building at 222 South
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEWLY ONBOARD…James Horne, Jr., CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County, center, meets with Times Publisher Horace Corbin, left, and
Assignment Editor Paul Peyton, right.

Faced with declining allocations from
the Tri-State United Way, the former
United Way of Eastern Union County
merged with United Ways in Cranford,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside to form
the present organization. Local United
Ways, Mr. Horne said, were volunteerdriven and had no professional staff.
Fanwood and Garwood, members of
UWGUC, did not have their own local
United Ways.
“The idea was to utilize United
Way of Greater Union County staff
to lead the volunteer efforts and to
be the focal point of developing the
strategy for those communities,” he
said, noting the UWGUC worked to
provide support to help volunteers
organize grassroots opportunities
and identify local businesses to be

solicited.
UWGUC fundraising efforts expand
to all 21 municipalities in the county, as
well as the North and South Plainfields.
All the merged communities are represented on the UWGUC board.
“Based upon my view of the United
Way as a national system, I think that
(the merger) was the right thing to do
for this region. The challenge faced
after the merger is maintaining relationships and presence in those communities to continue to assure the
potential donors that United Way is
relevant,” he said.
He said the county’s United Way
intends to reach out to local community leaders to establish relationships.
“This year, we have a solid plan to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains Receives Union
County Grant to Light Fields
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Bd. Mulls Restrictions
To Borough Businesses
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

David B. Corbin for TheScotch Plains-Fanswood Times

GO RAIDERS!…Hundreds of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students cheered enthusiastically for the boys’ soccer
team in the Group 3 championship game between the Raiders and Ocean City on Friday night at the College of New Jersey.
Ocean City won the game, 2-0.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township recreation department has received a $117,000 grant from Union
County that will be dedicated to installing lights at one or more fields in
Scotch Plains. Presently, no fields are
lit, a situation that at times has led to
fields that are tightly scheduled during limited daylight hours, especially
in the fall. As a result, the fields are
sometimes overused.
There is no indication yet as to
which fields might be under consideration for lighting, which will greatly
expand their ability by youth sports
leagues. Councilman Frank Rossi, in
making the announcement at the
November 9 township council meeting, said the township government
would match the county grant, making for a total of more than $300,000
to fund the lighting project.
In other business, Township Manager Thomas Atkins told the council
that the town had received a bid from
Great Northern Recycling to handle
the township’s curbside recycling program. He said bidders had been asked
to provide quotes for one-, three- and
five-year contracts, and said the
company’s bid is being evaluated. He
said he hoped to provide a further

report at the council’s November 29
meeting.
Mr. Atkins
also
urged
homeowners to be patient with the
township’s leaf collection program,
which this year is being conducted
within a speedier time frame in order to comply with new storm water
management regulations.
Members of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, which oversees the planned renovation of the
Revolutionary War-era Frazee
House located on the site of the
former Terry-Lou Zoo, unveiled for
the council a recently completed
painting of Aunt Betty Frazee. During the Revolutionary War, legend
has it that when British Generals
Charles Cornwallis and William
Howe were in the area, they were
drawn to the Frazee House by the
aroma of freshly baked bread.
When Betty Frazee opened the
door, the two men asked for some of
her bread. She agreed to give them
some, but told them she was doing it
more out of fear than love. Insulted
by her remark, the two generals be-

came angry, refused the bread and
headed towards Westfield.
Before unveiling the portrait
painted by John Fazio, Pat Plante of
the Rotary Club reviewed the club’s
three-phase plan for the renovation of
the house, which is situated on an
acre of land at the southern end of the
former zoo property. The first phase
will include the stabilization and clean
up of the building and then the repair
of its exterior.
The second phase will be the renovation of the building’s interior, with
the third phase including exterior landscaping and the placement of displays and other items inside the house.
At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Martin Marks issued a proclamation
designating the week of November
14 to 18 as American Education Week
in Scotch Plains.
Also, Pete Pennica was sworn in
as a special police officer. He will
direct traffic at the corner of Park
Avenue and East Second Street during the morning arrival and afternoon
dismissal times at neighborhood
schools.
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Bramnick Introduces Bill
On New Campaign Ads
TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman-Elect Amy Handlin
(R-Monmouth) held a press conference Tuesday morning on a new piece
of legislation that would prohibit
misleading campaign ads.
The new legislation may require
a candidate that was found to have
used misleading and fraudulent
campaign advertising to issue two
corrective advertisements for each
misleading ad.
In addition, this bill would create
the establishment of a campaign advertising ethics committee that would
impose a penalty of between $100
and $1,000 per advertisement and,
at the discretion of the reviewing
judges, the creation of corrective advertisements.
Assemblyman Bramnick said these
reforms were needed due to the misleading statements that were made
during the past election.
“The current defamation, libel and
slander laws do not provide adequate
protection to shield candidates for
public office from advertisements
containing false, deceptive and

fraudulent statements concerning a
candidate’s record in the public sector and private life. Due to this lack of
any realistic recourse by candidates
for public office that were attacked in
this manner, the practice of negative
campaigning by individuals and organizations continues to increase in
the State,” according to a press release issued at press time by Assemblyman Bramnick.
To enforce this campaign reform
bill, the proposed campaign advertising ethics committee would consist
of four members of the judicial branch
of the state government. The Chief
Justice would select two members
among judges from the Democratic
Party and two from the Republican
Party for this committee.
Assemblyman Bramnick, a lawyer, and Assemblywoman-Elect
Handlin, who has a doctorate degree
in marketing, worked together to draft
a bill.
They said they hope to increase the
role that real issues play in elections
rather than relying on smear tactics.
The legislation will be introduced at
the next session of the legislature.

Allison O’Hara Promoted
To President of Chamber
WESTFIELD — The Westfield dressing concerns of the South AvArea Chamber of Commerce (WACC) enue and Central Avenue businesses,
Board of Directors has voted unani- strengthening the relationship bemously to the promote Allison O’Hara tween the Chamber and other local
to president, effecagencies and develtive Thursday, Deoping additional
cember 1. Ms.
benefits and serO’Hara, who was
vices for the mempreviously executive
bership.
director for the orgaMs.
O’Hara
nization, will also
joined WACC in
shift from part-time
September 2003.
to full-time with this
Before then, she
promotion.
worked in market“This was overdue
ing, communicafor the Chamber, and
tions and retail manit signals a positive
agement with Schochange for the orgalastic Inc., Random
nization,” stated
House, B. Dalton
Hans
Winberg,
Booksellers, and
Baker & Taylor.
chairman of the
Allison O’Hara
Ms.
O’Hara
Board of Directors.
earned her Bachelor
“We have tremendous faith that the Chamber will be of Arts degree in English Literature at
better positioned to serve the needs of Drew University and holds a Master of
its members with Allison on board Arts degree from Teachers College/
Columbia University in Instructional
full-time.”
In this decision, the board acknowl- Technology and Media in Education.
She has been involved with many
edged that the Chamber requires a
full-time administrator in order to community organizations, including
grow the organization and fulfill its the Westfield Interfaith Caring Commission to help the Westfield busi- munity/Katrina Resettlement Project,
ness community succeed.
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
As president, Ms. O’Hara will Team in Training and the East Coast
work with more than 320 Chamber Greenway-NJ Committee.
Ms. O’Hara resides in Garwood
members comprised of retail, service, non-profits and professional with her husband, Paul, and their
businesses. Her goals include ad- two children.

County Tree Lighting
Sunday, Dec. 4 at Stable
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union time to serve hot chocolate and
County’s annual holiday tree lighting
celebration will be held on Sunday,
December 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the
Watchung Stable in Mountainside,
rain or shine.
Throughout the afternoon, visitors
can enjoy barn tours, a petting zoo,
horseback riding demonstrations by
the Watchung Mounted Drill Team,
and holiday singers. Children will
delight at lead-line horse rides and
children’s crafts. Also, the Union
County Police Department will be
available for the children’s D-chip
identification program throughout the
afternoon.
The Watchung Stable Auxiliary,
a volunteer organization dedicated
to supporting the Watchung Stable
and its riding programs, will sell
Poinsettias and children’s horseshoe
crafts. Boy Scouts from Troop no.
23 in Elizabeth will sell holiday
wreaths while volunteering their

cookies to the public.
The highlight of the afternoon for
many youngsters will be visiting with
Santa Claus. Mrs. Claus and some
hard-working elves will join Santa to
hear wish lists from 2 to 4:45 p.m.
The afternoon’s festivities will culminate with the tree lighting finale at
5 p.m.
There is no admission fee; however, it is suggested that patrons
bring a donation of a dry or canned
food item, or a new, unwrapped toy.
All items collected at the event will
be distributed through local charities.
For additional information or directions, call the Trailside Nature and
Science Center at (908) 789-3670;
Watchung Stable at (908) 789-3665;
or the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities at
(908) 527-4900. The stable is located
at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.
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United Way’s
James Horne
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

are other opportunities for them to
help throughout the county. I think
that’s what leads us hopefully to more
fulfilling discussions with the
Westfield United Way around our alliances and how we can work together.”
“I am excited at this point that I’ve
had the opportunity to have some
additional dialogue with Linda
(Maggio) and the Westfield board.
We look forward to continuing our
conversations,” Mr. Horne said.
“I think if we work together, we
can position it so that we don’t compete,” he said.
“Ultimately, we are not trying to
restrict or reduce what has already
existed in terms of success,” Mr. Horne
stated.
Due to a loss of employers in the
area, the UWGUC goals dropped from
$5.5 million to $3.5 million. From
2000 to 2004, the UWGUC’s
fundraising campaign “saw negative
production each year,” Mr. Horne said.
He said the county United Way should
be raising $6 million.
“We have to take a different approach for what is now a very different marketplace for our United Way.
Years ago, people tended to live where
they worked. We had a lot of large
factories and people right around
there. Now we have people who are
commuting for an hour,” he said.
In an effort to increase its fundraising
objectives, the county organization
purchased a mailing list this year of
26,000 households, Mr. Horne said. In
the past, the UWGUC relied on a list
of 3,000 families named in the county
UW’s computer database.
“In order for Greater Union County
to achieve its fundraising goals today,
we have to employ a strategy that
looks at increasing support of our
existing corporate base,” said Mr.
Horne. “Right now, approximately
eight companies account for about 70
percent of our fundraising goal.”
“So we are working very closely
with our best customers to improve
their campaigns for this year,” Mr.
Horne said.
In addition, the organization is
reaching out to the 500 companies in
Union County, which employ 50 or
more employees. Forty of these companies were already contacted by the
UWGUC. UWGUC will also be increasing direct mail solicitations to
small businesses.
Mr. Horne also said he wants to
increase leader gifts – donations of
$1,000 or more – and will be establishing a major gift category, requiring a minimal donation of $10,000.
“The goal of the United Way is to
identify resources necessary to address deficiencies and human conditions that exist in our county,” he said,
noting that plans are in the works to
reach the UWGUC’s ultimate
fundraising goal of $6 million within
the next three to five years.

approach those communities. The
plan includes a broader solicitation to
more residents,” Mr. Horne said. The
plan also includes “developing and
participating in local events and activities. We intend to host town meetings in these communities to talk with
the community councils and other
residents about how United Way can
help, how United Way operated to
help their communities and also explaining to them how they can get
involved,” he added.
“What’s missing, quite frankly, is
our ability to maintain strong relationships with key community leadership” in towns such as Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood and Clark, Mr.
Horne added.
The Westfield United Fund and the
United Way of Summit, Berkeley
Heights and New Providence opted
against merging with UWGUC, citing their past success in their
fundraising objectives. Westfield’s
goal this year is $700,000, with
$550,000 dedicated for its member
agencies and the remaining $150,000
for administrative expenses.
Mr. Horne noted that Westfield’s
United Way, now known as the United
Way of Westfield, is no longer a member of the UWGUC board. In that
regard, the Westfield UW will no
longer receive an allocation from the
county United Way.
Linda Maggio, executive director
of the Westfield United Way for the
past 30 years, said Westfield received
annual allocations from the county
United Way since 1968. That number
reached a high of $194,201 in 19901991 and 1991-1992, but declined
over the years to $25,000 last year
and zero dollars this year.
“The Westfield United Way is successful because of a lot of different
pieces: a very talented staff and leadership, a committed board in volunteers and (its) tradition” in the community, Mr. Horne said. “What I am
very cautious about is not wanting to
interrupt that momentum.”
He noted, however, that his job is to
inform Westfield residents “that there

Chemidlin Re-elected
FMBPA President
FANWOOD — Peter Chemidlin of
Family Investors Company has been
reelected president of the Fanwood
Business and Professionals Association along with vice president, Dale
Flowers of Scotchwood Florist.
Thirteen of the 49 FBPA members
participated in the November 15 election. Also elected were: Secretary, Jeffrey R. Pocaro, a local attorney, who
previously served as a director; Treasurer, Edna Trujillo of Family Investors, who was reelected; Directors,
Christopher Bono of Unity Bank, and
Lee Marks of Laser Design, both reelected, and Glenn Kutoroff of Nationwide Floor and Window Coverings.

NEWLY INDUSTED…Dr. Richard Dobyns, Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club Membership Chairman, left, presents membership plaques to Maria Hakias,
Branch Manager of PNC Bank in Fanwood, and Donald Stahl, a fundraiser who
recently moved to the area from Iowa. Anyone interested in joining the F-SP
Rotary should call Dr. Dobyns at (908) 322-5986.
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Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.
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Charles Strouse
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Sunday, November 13, a Boulevard resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house and removed a Kenwood AM/FM stereo
with a CD player.
Sunday, November 13, a Willow
Grove Road resident reported that
someone wrote on his motor vehicle
with magic marker.
Tuesday, November 15, Craig
Henderson, 37, of Plainfield was arrested at Central Avenue and East
Broad Street following a motor vehicle stop on an outstanding traffic
warrant out of Union Township for
$100. Henderson was released after
posting bail.
Tuesday, November 15, Spencer
Gardner, 31, of South Plainfield was
arrested at South Plainfield Police
Headquarters on the strength of an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Westfield for $500. He was released
on bail.
Saturday, November 19, Kenneth
Meyerhoff, 49, of Garwood was arrested in the 400 block of Central
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible individual.
Sunday, November 20, a Grant
Avenue resident reported that someone had used her credit card to order
more than $16,604 in photographic
equipment.
Scotch Plains
Wednesday, November 16, Giselle
Lopez, 23, of Scotch Plains and Christopher Akrivos 24, also of Scotch
Plains, were arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana and possession with the intent to distribute marijuana.
They were also charged with possession with the intent to distribute
marijuana within 1,000 feet of a
school zone, police said. Both suspects were arrested after a two-week
long investigation conducted by the
detective Bureau.
Thursday, November 17, an employee of a store on Westfield Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was
stolen. The value of the vehicle is
$5,000. There are no suspects at this
time.
Friday, November 18, a resident of
Wareham Court reported his vehicle
stolen. The victim stated he met a
male in a bar and they went back to
the victim’s house for more drinks.
When the victim woke up in the morning, his keys and the vehicle were
missing. Police said the victim did
not know the name of the suspect.
Saturday, November 19, a Newark
resident reported that her purse was
stolen while she was riding a NJ Transit bus. The purse contained credit
cards and cash.
Mountainside
Thursday, November 17, police

responded to a report of a burglary at
a public storage facility on Route 22
West. The victim stated that two RCA
televisions and two bins containing
girls’ clothing were missing from the
storage bin he rents. There was no
sign of forced entry.
Police said the detective bureau
was notified and advised to cancel the
report due to lack of evidence.
Friday, November 18, Abraham
Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested after his vehicle became disabled on Route 22 West at Summit
Avenue and it was determined he was
driving with a suspended license.
Avecillas was also charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI).
Saturday, November 19, police responded to a theft from a motor vehicle a Route 22 West restaurant. The
victim stated his car was parked in the
west side of the parking lot. When he
returned from dinner, he discovered
the driver’s side door lock was damaged and an unknown suspect had
gained entry to the vehicle.
The victim reported the theft of a
bowling ball and shoes, Christmas
towels, CDs and BMW jack tools.
Police said the total value of stolen
merchandise is valued at $1,800 and
that the suspect left prints on the
inside of the windshield. The incident has been turned over to the detective bureau.
Police said a surveillance camera
was within 20 yards of the reported
burglary and that the tapes will be
used as evidence.
Sunday, November 20, police responded to the report of a theft from
a vehicle parked at a Route 22 East
restaurant. The victim stated that the
car was parked in the rear lot of the
restaurant. When the victim returned
to the vehicle he noticed the driver’s
side door lock pried apart and the
windows were down.
The victim stated that his insurance card, registration card and the
log book containing the security code
for the vehicle were missing. Further
investigation revealed the keys to the
victims home were also taken along
with the keys to another vehicle. The
victim’s cell phone, 22 business shirts,
two pairs of slacks and two suits were
also stolen from the vehicle. Police
said the total value of stolen merchandise was valued at $5,650.
Sunday, November 20, Dean S.
Jennings, 35, of Somerville was
stopped for urinating in public on
Route 22 East and New Providence
Road. The suspect was also charged
with DWI.
Sunday, November 20, Frederick
A. Rushing, 30, of Irvington was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on route 22 West at Glenside Avenue
for ficticious plates. It was also determined that Rushing had numerous
outstanding warrants.
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Avenue will most likely collapse the
adjacent building, occupied by the
second developer, the Lings. Mr.
Marcovecchio is exploring his legal
options, Mr. Molenaar said.
The planning board discussed ways
that they could prevent an applicant
from pulling a proposal at the last
minute, prior to a likely denial by the
board, as occurred during a hearing
held last month. The board discussed
that there were changes in their procedures, such as moving to vote prior
to a discussion that could potentially
avoid this type of withdrawal.
Mr. Molenaar reported that the redevelopment changes to the RDRP
were passed by the council. Those
changes included a height limit of 35
feet, eliminating apartments and multifamily from allowable dwellings and
restricting downtown redevelopment
to townhouses only in the residential
district. Setback changes required for
townhouses were also adopted.
Several applications will be heard at
the November planning board meeting, including a conditional use vari-

ance for a two-story addition on Forest
Road, a bulk variance on Helen Street
and a bulk variance on Tillotson Road.
The next regular meeting of the
board will be held on Wednesday,
November 30 at 7:30 p.m. in Borough Council Chambers.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. LaCosta said that “even though
the work associated with a demolition permit appears to be very little, it
actually is not.” For one, township
officials, in addition to conducting
inspections during a demolition, also
act as liaisons with the various utilities during the process.
Mr. LaCosta recommended that the
demolition fee for a residential structure be increased to $1,000 from the
present $80, for a commercial structure $1,500 from $150, and for any
other type of residential demolition
(such as an oil tank, swimming pool,
shed or deck removal) $100 from $80.

Oak
Knoll
School of the Holy Child
Winter Open House Information Sessions
Wednesday - 9 - 11 a.m.

December 7
January 18
February 8

Grades K-6
Grades K-6
Grades 1-6

Call to reserve your spot today! (908) 522-8109

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600

tjardim@hrb-nj.com

FAX:

973.984.1632

www.hrb-nj.com

Respectful

Confident

Enthusiastic

Joyful

Reverent
Eager
Curious
Playful

Reserve Now

908.276.7611

A Catholic independent school uniquely
offering a challenging academic program
in a nurturing and safe environment. In its
commitment to educating the whole child,
Oak Knoll begins world language and
technology instruction in a full-day
kindergarten and encourages participation
in community service, the arts, and team
athletics. Financial aid and after-care
services are available.

Because actions
speak louder than words.

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org
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County Sets Funds to Help
Pay Home Heating for Poor
ELIZABETH — In light of rising
energy costs, Union County announced an initiative in partnership
with a non-profit organization that
would assist needy families with utility payments this coming winter. The
“Warm Homes” program, in cooperation with PROCEED, an Elizabeth-based social services agency,
will allow a maximum of $300 to be
paid directly to the homeowner’s or
renter’s utility provider from November 1, 2005 through April 30, 2006.
All applicants must submit documentation of ineligibility for the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) before being processed
for the “Warm Homes” program.
“Warm Homes” funds are not intended for individuals and families eligible for or currently receiving welfare,
Social Services for the Homeless, Community Service Block Grant or New
Jersey Statewide HeatingAssistance and
Referral for Energy Services Funding.
Applicants will be assessed in the order
in which they apply.
For more information or for an
application, call PROCEED at (908)
351-7727 or visit its office at 1126
Dickinson Street in Elizabeth.
“Unfortunately, the disastrous energy policies of the Bush administration have caused an upswing in energy costs,” said Freeholder Angel
Estrada. “This program will help some
families get through the winter.”
“We are excited about the opportunity to help in this program,” said
Joseph Diaz, PROCEED director. “We
see clients who miss the LIHEAP economic cut-off by a small margin and
this “Warm Homes” program will help
those families who are truly in need.”
According to the U.S. government’s
energy report, the average residential

WF Announces Halloween
Costumes Contest Winners

space-heating expenditures this winter
will increase more than 48 percent with
natural gas, 32 percent with heating oil,
30 percent with propane and 5 percent
with electricity, compared to last year.
Should colder weather prevail, expenditures will be higher due to the fact that
household budgets are highly dependent on local weather conditions.

Toys For Tots Drop Off
At Emma’s in Cranford
CRANFORD — The owners of
Emma’s Brick Oven Pizza & Cafe in
Cranford have announced that the
business will serve as an official Toys
For Tots drop-off center.
In addition to brightening the holidays of needy children, any patron
donating a new, unwrapped toy will
receive $1 off any large pizza. Toys
must be dropped off by Friday, December 16. Emma’s is located at the
corner of Alden and North Union Avenues in downtown Cranford. For more
details, please call (908) 497-1211.

FW Resident Gains
LEED Accreditation
FANWOOD — De Biasse &
Seminara Architects, based in
Martinsville, has announced that one
of its founding members, Michael De
Biasse of Fanwood, has recently become a LEED Accredited Professional.
LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) is a performance-oriented system developed by
the United States Building Council,
which certifies buildings that incorporate innovative, environmentally
friendly products and systems and
exceed the energy performance mandated by current building codes.
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FAMILY TO LIGHT TREE…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield chose
members Chuck and Cheryl Paden, with their children Matthew, 5, and triplets
Amanda, Jason and Dustin, 3, to switch on the lights of the tree on the church’s
front lawn during the annual Christmas Tree Lighting on November 27 to mark
the beginning of Advent. For additional details, see article on Page 7.

Ferguson Votes to Increase
Funding for Veterans’ Care
WASHINGTON — Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th), voted Friday to
approve an $82.4 billion spending
measure that increases funding for
veterans’ medical care and military
construction programs.
The House unanimously approved
the annual spending bill for the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
and for construction at defense facilities worldwide. The Senate was expected to give the measure final congressional approval.
The majority of funding in the bill
(more than $70 billion) is for the VA,
including increased funding for veterans’ health care programs, an 8.5
percent increase above last year’s
level.
“This important legislation renews
America’s commitment to our military forces and veterans,” Rep.
Ferguson said after the vote. “We in
Congress owe our nation’s veterans
not only our thanks but also our support. This bill is so important to those
who are and who have defended our
freedoms and liberties.”
The bill allocates $22.5 billion for
veterans’ medical services, up $1.7
billion from last year. Funding for
specialty mental care is included, and
the bill doubles funding for mental
health research. Veterans’ benefits
would increase by $1.9 billion from
last year, reflecting expanded benefits for National Guard and Reserve
personnel.
The legislation also allocates $4
billion for military family housing
construction and operations.
Since Rep. Ferguson became a
House member in 2001, total veterans funding has increased by 53 percent and the VA’s medical care budget
has increased by 51 percent.
Citing his support for veterans’ programs and funding, the New Jersey
Veterans of Foreign Wars earlier this
year selected Rep. Ferguson as its
“Outstanding Legislator of the Year.”

Save Cooper Road
Island
Board of AdjustmentMunicipal Building
Thursday
December 1 st 7:30 PM
This is the final meeting and the
opportunity for all interested
Scotch Plains residents to make
statements in opposition to this
application to build a house on the
Cooper Road Island
We need your support!

WWW.COOPERROAD.ORG

Congress in 2004 approved a historic concurrent receipt benefit, which
extends to more than 250,000 disabled military retirees the ability to
receive both disability and military
retirement benefits concurrently. Congress also has voted to increase the
cost-of-living adjustment for 2.7 million veterans and their survivors; increase the GI Bill educational benefit
and raise the overall lifetime benefit;
increase the maximum VA home loan
guarantee and improve veterans’ job
training and placement services.
Mr. Ferguson has been a longtime
supporter of lowering the eligibility
age for military retired pay for National
Guard and Reservists from 60 to 55.
According to the Census Bureau,
40,228 veterans live in the 7th District
— portions of Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union counties.

Temple Sisterhood
Announces Gala
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
hold its annual Paid Up Membership
Gala on Tuesday, November 29, at 7
p.m. at the temple, located at 338
Walnut Avenue in Cranford.
The program will feature the
temple’s new cantor, Fortunée Belilos,
formerly cantor of Congregation Bnai
Torah in Highland Park, Ill. She also
led services at several suburban Chicago synagogues.
Cantor Belilos, who has sung with
a number of professional light opera
companies as well as other professional duos and ensembles, will perform several vocal selections.
New members will be welcomed,
and Parve refreshments will be served.
Preceding the program, vendors will
display gifts at a Chanukah Boutique.
The Judaica Shop also will be open.
For more information, please call the
temple at (908) 276-9231 during business hours.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, October 29, children were invited to
trick or treat at downtown Westfield
businesses and participate in the
fourth annual Halloween Costume
Contest.
The winners are:
Most Eye Catching by Brunner
Opticians won by Nicole Muenzen;
Best Ballerina by Castle Bootery Inc.
won by Sara Wheatley; Best Fairy by
Success Express won by Allison
Vlkovic; Most Fashionable by Lord &
Taylor won by Bobbi Snyder; Most
Unique Girl by Nirvana won by
Imogen Rosenbletch; Most Dazzling
by J. Winthrop & Co. won by Stephanie
Sylvester; Most Sparkly by Adler’s
Jewelers won by Julia Romano; Loveliest Costume by Maria Candida’s Hair
Forum won by Ashley Kaiser; Prettiest Princess Dress by Mademoiselle
won by Olivia Campos Ferreira; Most
Glamorous by Douglas Cosmetics won
by Valentina Balsamo; Most Magnificent by The Flower Zone won by
Phoebe Rosenbluth; Most Hair-ific by
Baci won by Alexa Derman; Scariest
Hair by Westfield Hair Company won
by Alistair Kapadia; Most Musical by
NJ Workshop for the Arts won by Jane
Aronds; Most Soul by Sole won by
Jenny Amador; Scariest Skeleton by

HORSING AROUND…Ten girls in Scotch Plains-Fanwood Junior Troop No.
337 completed their work for the “Horse Fan” badge at the Watchung Stables on
November 10. The girls are all in the fifth grade at Terrill Middle School. Pictured,
left to right, are: Watchung Stables instructor Angela Rashid, Jean Jacobus,
Allison Geissler, Kelly Lapham (on horse), Victoria Karakis and Molly Solomon.

Mariellen Dugan Named
Vice President at NJR
WESTFIELD — New Jersey Resources (NJR) has announced the appointment of Mariellen Dugan of
Westfield as vice president and general counsel, effective December
2005.
In addition to legal matters, Ms.
Dugan’s responsibilities will include
corporate governance, compliance,
insurance and rights of way and
claims. Since 2003, Ms. Dugan has
served prominent roles in the New
Jersey Office of the Attorney General, first as chief of staff, and most
recently as first assistant attorney
general.
“We are pleased to welcome
Mariellen to our team,” said Laurence
M. Downes, chairman and Chief Executive Officer of NJR. “She brings

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house

restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will
waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with
its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare
menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.
Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
book your birthday, wedding, retirement or holiday party . . .
in our historic setting.

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

Westfield Health & Rehabilitation won
by Ben Lenz; Scariest Costume by
The Running Company won by
Isabelle Otis; Most Characteristic by
Town Book Store won by Isabella
Gelfand; Most Traditional by
Lancaster Inc. won by Garrott Daniels;
Most Down to Earth by Smith &
Hawken won by Katelyn Gaulin; Most
Out of This World by Planet Smoothie
won by Connor Smith; Spiciest Costume by Tinga Taqueria won by Dylan
Burslem; Meatiest Costume by Subway won by Youssef Family; Biggest
Costume by Cheeburger Cheeburger
won by Tracy Katze; Most in Need of
a Java Jolt by Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery
won by Stevie Bonsall; Sportiest Costume by The Leader Store won by
Max Kaiser; Best Addams Family by
DWC won by Annie Stevenson; Best
Wizard of Oz by Poppyfields won by
Jessica Loia; Best Football Costume
by North Fork Bank won by Chris
Sullivan.
Volunteers and judges for the event
included: David Martone, Bill
Reinhart, Mary Ann Garbowsky,
Courtney Norton, David Bloomer,
Henry Gabathuler and Westfield Hair
Company employees.
The Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsored the event.

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

with her a strong, accomplished legal
background as well as diverse experience that will greatly benefit our company and all our stakeholders.”
Ms. Dugan, a veteran litigator in
private practice, served as counsel to
the law firm of Kevin H. Marino prior
to her work on the attorney general’s
executive staff. Her law career began
with a clerkship for United States
District Judge, District of New Jersey, Dickinson R. Debevoise. She has
also served as an assistant United
States attorney for the District of New
Jersey where she worked in the criminal, fraud, public protection and special prosecutions divisions. In addition, she has taught as an adjunct
professor of law at Seton Hall Law
School.
Ms. Dugan attended Montclair
State University, where she received
her undergraduate degree and graduated summa cum laude in 1988. She
then went on to study law at Seton
Hall Law School, where she served
as a member of the Seton Hall Legislative Bureau and graduated magna
cum laude with a law degree in 1991.

Venezia Conferred as
Certified Risk Manager
WESTFIELD – Julianne Venezia
has been conferred as a Certified Risk
Manager (CRM). Individuals must
complete a rigorous five-course program to achieve the designation.
Ms. Venezia has been in the insurance field for 20 years and works for
True Associates in Westfield. She
serves as a director on the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and serves as a director on the
Summit/New Providence Rotary Club
Board of Directors. She lives in Summit with her husband Robert.
Certified Risk Managers International is a nonprofit organization
founded by The National Alliance of
Insurance Education & Research. To
attain CRM designation, individuals
complete courses in principles of risk
management, analysis of risk, control of risk, financing of risk and
practice of risk management.
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Ferguson Votes to Trim
Federal Budget Deficit
WASHINGTON - Rep. Mike
Ferguson, (R-7th), on Friday voted
for legislation trimming nearly $50
billion in federal spending during the
next five years. The legislation also
includes a provision authored by Rep.
Ferguson that calls for boosting firstresponders’ emergency communications capabilities.
The Deficit Reduction Act, the underlying budget legislation that includes Rep. Ferguson’s communications language, won House approval
217-215. The Senate earlier this
month passed similar legislation, and
the two bills need to be reconciled
before final congressional approval.
The House-approved measure
would reduce the rate of growth from
so-called mandatory programs whose
spending increase automatically without annual congressional approval.
“This budget represents tough
choices and key reforms to reduce the
deficit, and it ensures government
will provide the services we need at a
price we can afford,” Rep. Ferguson
said after the vote.
The budget bill includes provisions
to transition to all-digital television
broadcasting by Dec. 31, 2008, when
television broadcasters must relinquish their valuable analog spectrum.
As originally recommended by the 9/
11 Commission in 2004, the bill sets
aside a portion of that spectrum for
first responders to increase their communication capabilities, including
allowing emergency personnel in different jurisdictions to communicate
with each other.
Rep. Ferguson’s language calls on
the Federal Communications Commission to review setting aside broadcast spectrum not only for voice but
also for broadband communications
for first responders. Broadband applications could include real-time
video, detailed images, automated
dispatch, multimedia alerts and realtime monitoring and data transmission for everything from sensors to
emergency health and disaster recovery incidents.
“I’m pleased my provision calling
for boosting first-responders’ emergency communications capabilities
was included in the budget bill and
approved by the House,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “In addition to voice
communications, if emergency response officials can receive a blueprint of a building on a portable wire-

Borough Tree Lighting
On Tap December 4
FANWOOD – The annual
Fanwood Christmas Tree Lighting
and holiday kickoff event will be
held on Sunday, December 4, beginning at 3 p.m. at the Community
House located on the north side of
the Fanwood train station.
Santa Claus will arrive in town first
to greet children and adults alike.
Parents may bring their own cameras
or a Polaroid photo will be available
free of charge for all participants.
Refreshments, arts and crafts, ice
carvings and other activities will be
provided for youngsters while they
await the opportunity to visit with
Santa.
A community sing-along of favorite holiday carols will take place at
dusk, prior to the lighting of the
Fanwood tree by Mayor Colleen
Mahr. All are invited to attend.

less device, they can better plan their
response to a fire and coordinate the
recovery of victims who may be
trapped inside. After Sept. 11, we’ve
asked first responders to take on new
homeland security responsibilities,
and giving them access to the latest
technology will help them carry out
that mission, too.”
The House Energy and Commerce
Committee first approved Rep.
Ferguson’s first-responder amendment last month. The congressman is
a member of that panel’s subcommittee on Telecommunications and the
Internet.
The underlying budget bill contains provisions that trim spending
and also reform government programs. For example, the legislation
strengthens Medicaid by closing loopholes that allow wealthy Americans
to shelter their assets while still qualifying for taxpayer-paid Medicaid
benefits.
The measure would reduce Medicaid prescription drug spending by encouraging generic drug use and also
ensuring that Medicaid payments for
medicine reflect pharmacists’ true
costs.
At the urging of the nation’s governors, the budget bill also allows a
state to modify its Medicaid benefits
package so it is equivalent to other
health programs in that state with the
largest enrollment.
Medicaid is a federal-state program
that pays for health care for low-income Americans and is jointly funded
by the federal and state governments.
Total Medicaid spending is projected
this year to be $338 billion, about
$193 billion of which would be paid
by the federal government.
Medicaid spending is one of the
fastest-growing programs in both federal and state budgets. Overall Medicaid costs have increased more than 60
percent in the last five years, and the
federal government’s share of Medicaid costs has increased from $129.3
billion in 2001 to $193 billion today.
With the reforms included in the
House-approved bill, Medicaid
spending would increase 7 percent
annually, according to the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO). Under current law without
the changes in the House bill, Medicaid spending would increase 7.3 percent, according to CBO.
The federal budget also calls for a
$1 billion, or 50 percent, increase in
funding for the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program.
On the digital television transition
issue, the broadcast spectrum not set
aside for emergency officials would
be auctioned off to wireless carriers
for commercial development; officials estimate the auction could generate more than $10 billion to the
government.
With the transition to digital programming, households with a television that receives analog signals from
an antenna, as opposed to cable or
satellite services, will need a set-top
converter box to view the digital signal. The House-approved bill includes
a $990 million subsidy to allow households to purchase converters for televisions that receive only over-the-air
analog signals. The converter box is
estimated to cost about $40.
Digital television signals offer
sharper picture quality and CD-like
audio.

Corzine Cabinet Posts
To Be Filled By January
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

58TH SHOW…Called “The Incredible, Super Reunion,” promoters for this
year’s Washington School show in Westfield gear up to sell out the playbill.
Pictured above, from left to right, are: Brian Fitzpatrick, Mary Aronds, Anabella
Silva and Teresa Scott Woods.

Washington School Sets 2006
Show Details and Schedule
WESTFIELD — “The Incredible,
Super Reunion” is the title of 58th
production of the Washington
School Show.
The show is written, performed
and directed by parents of Washington School. A highlight for students
of the school is the teacher dance
number.
The show dates are Friday, January
27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 28
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
The cost of a matinee ticket is $7

per person and an evening performance ticket is $9 per person. The
community is welcome to come,
enjoy a few laughs and hear the
live band made up of Washington
School parents and alumni. The
ticket on-sale date will be announced soon.
Friends of the school and local
merchants can place an ad in the
playbill by calling Brian Fitzpatrick
(301) 1527 or Mary Aronds (908)
233-2259).

Area Residents Are Invited
To Westfield Tree Lighting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce has scheduled the Annual Town Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony for Sunday, December 4, at 4:30 p.m. in the North
Avenue Train Station lot.
Santa Claus will arrive in Westfield
on a fire truck to join Mayor Andy
Skibitsky in lighting the Christmas
tree.
Attendees are asked to donate nonperishable food items to the First
United Methodist Church for its food
pantry to benefit the needy. Members
of the church’s youth group will be on
hand to offer a cup of Starbucks hot
chocolate and accept donations.
The evening festivities will include
a special presentation by the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts Alphorn
Ensemble followed by traditional
Christmas carols performed by the

Garwood to Honor
Reservists, Guard
GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood is asking residents who
know or have a family member from
Garwood that is in the Reserves or
National Guard and who has been
called to active duty and will be returning home from service to contact
the borough.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the
borough council would like to acknowledge local Reservists and National Guard members with resolutions upon their return home. Please
contact the borough at (908) 7890710 to provide information to the
borough.

Westfield
Christmas Tree
Lighting
Sunday, December 4
5:00pm
North Avenue Train Station

Meet
Santa!
For information: Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

908-233-3021
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Westfield Community Band.
Children of all ages will have an
opportunity to meet with Santa, who
will hand out candy cane treats and
Christmas activity books.
Local sponsors of the annual tree
lighting ceremony include the Town
Bank, Theresa’s Restaurant,
Isabella’s, Mojave Grill, Starbucks
and Drug Fair. For further information, please call the Chamber at (908)
233-3021.
The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce is a volunteer business
advocacy organization. For more information about upcoming business
and community activities, please visit
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
goleader.com

TRENTON – Governor-elect Jon
Corzine’s transition chairman Richard Leone will name key members of
the governor’s cabinet in January.
During a conference call with reporters from around the tri-state area
on November 11, including The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Leone
said he anticipates the attorney general, secretary of state and possibly
the state treasurer to be named early,
given their importance to the incoming administration.
“There are no decisions that have
been made and these positions are
wide open,” Mr. Leone said.
The transition office, located
across from the State House in Trenton, was given a budget of $250,000
for its two-month task of filling key
members of the Corzine Administration.
“This is not going to be one of
those big sprawling transitions,” Mr.
Leone said. “This is going to be a
slender, lean-and-mean operation
because time demands that.”
He said Mr. Corzine’s first task
would be to initiate his new ethical
standards for all state workers, as
well as anyone doing business with
the state. He said applicants would go
through “rigorous” background
checks to ensure they meet with the
new ethical standards of the Corzine
Administration.
The governor-elect will also face
immediate policy issues including introduction of a state budget.
The new administration will receive briefings on the state’s fiscal
forecast by Acting Governor Richard
Codey and his administration. Governor-elect Corzine wanted to create
an elected state controller to focus on
state spending issues.
Mr. Leone, who worked on transitions for former Governors Brendan
Byrne and Jim Florio, said an “avalanche” of résumés were received
for the two dozen positions in the
administration, ranging from entrylevel to cabinet-level positions. The
applications are from both experienced and non-experienced individuals. He said his staff would be looking at the “quality of performance”
of applicants in their current and
past employment.
“From what I’ve scene, it looks like
a broad range of people — some
experienced, some not. I don’t see
any concentration from any particular place,” he said.
He said past political employment
would not disqualify persons seeking
positions in the administration. “But
it does mean tightened scrutiny,” he
acknowledged.

“The people picked initially will be
picked on the merits,” Mr. Leone said.
“I suspect that we are going to wind
up with a hell of a team,” Mr. Leone
told reporters.
“We are going to look for the best
people we can find who can handle
these jobs that are tougher than they
ever were” given the state’s fiscal
deficit and corruption scandals the
past few years. Mr. Leone said one
his responsibilities will be to sell the
importance of serving the state in
high-level cabinet positions, despite
the pay cuts from the private sector
and the scrutiny of disclosure and
other background checks.
“We are going to have to change
the culture we have right here in both
parties of government,” he said.
Mr. Leone recalled a newspaper
headline when he left his position as
state treasurer in the Byrne Administration: “Public Confidence Restored.”
“I think Jon Corzine is going to
restore public confidence,” he said. “I
know he is determined to do that.”
The Leader/Times asked if Union
County residents applied for positions in the new administration. Mr.
Leone said he has yet to conduct a
breakdown on regions of where the
résumés were coming from, although noting most were from New
Jersey.
“I expect Union (County) will be
well represented both in the applications and in the government,” he said.
Mr. Leone was questioned on how
the new ethical standards will impact
the transition selection process.
“We are going to set a tone that
there will be zero tolerance of people
who vary from these ethical standards,” he said.
Mr. Leone was questioned on the
pending decision by Mr. Corzine to
name a replacement to fill the remaining year on his U.S. Senate term.
“I really don’t know any answers to
that one. You’d have to ask the senator,” he responded.
Governor-elect Corzine will be
sworn in on Tuesday, January 17.

Boy Scouts to Sell
Wreaths at Church
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will sell decorated balsam Christmas wreaths, roping and
grave blankets at the church.
Sales will take place on Saturday,
December 3, from 9 a.m. to noon and
before and after services on Sundays, December 4 and 11. Wreaths
will be available in two sizes. No
advance orders are needed. St. Paul’s
Church is located at 414 East Broad
Street.

After 113 Years in Business

WE’RE
CLOSING
OUR DOORS
THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 15TH
All Merchandise Must Go!
Savings Up To 75% Off

List
Price

NO OFFERS REFUSED!

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Friday & Saturday
11:00am to 5:00pm
Sunday: 1:00pm to 4:00pm
Harden, Statton, Nichols & Stone,
Moosehead, Lexington, Stanley
and Many More

Mackie Furniture
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

908-756-3274
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Be Thankful For Our Community,
Return of Soldiers From Iraq
This Thursday, we once again celebrate Thanksgiving. True, it is a significant national holiday,
immortalizing the journey and triumphs of our
country’s first settlers and celebrating the beginning
of a melting-pot American culture. But most of us
feel the holiday as a profoundly personal one, one
that brings together the significant people in our
individual lives.
Some families separated by distance will reunite;
some will, unfortunately, feel the weight of familial
strife a little more. For many in our community,
Thanksgiving means an epic feast not to be rivaled
by any other meal during the year; for some, it is a
day to feel the weight of poverty a little more.
As with many holidays, Thanksgiving can bring
stress and chaos. Not all of the chaos is necessarily
bad – some of it can be downright entertaining – but
hopefully everyone can look past a burnt turkey or a
petty squabble and remember that everyone has
something to be thankful for.

And, thinking outside of our own individual
lives, we must remember that there are those who
cannot celebrate the holiday with loved ones or
big meals.
It has been an eventful year with tsunamis and
hurricanes causing suffering for thousands – that
which we escaped. As we give thanks for our good
fortune, provide a moment of thought for others.
This year, many residents of our community are
extra thankful; the return of many local soldiers from
a long deployment in Iraq has certainly reminded us
of how precious the gifts of family, friends and
community truly are.
The start of the holiday season is upon us. Many
stores and advertisements are already reminding us
that Christmas is fast approaching. This year, let us
enjoy Thanksgiving and embrace the spirit of the
upcoming Christmas season. Let’s remember the
gifts we already have – thankful for the community
of people with whom we share those gifts.

The Sense of a Community,
Is it a Place or an Attitude?
By Dr. Homer J. Hall

Is community a place or
an attitude? Thanks for
your perceptive editorial
(October 20) on “The
County West of the Parkway.” Yes, Plainfield is a
Homer Hall
dichotomy — and has
been for 300 years. Very
much like what was happening in the West Fields at
the turn of the 17th/18th centuries. Communities
change only slowly, and history teaches entirely
different meanings for the same words.
Our study of the land survey made by Harriman in
1699/1700 for the Associates in Elizabethtown shows
three distinct areas, where the cultural backgrounds
and sense of community were quite different.
Westfield became a separate community, a suburban
back road along the upper Rahway River ran through
Springfield to the Newark line and undeveloped
farmlands beyond Scots Plains had been the land
holdings of non-resident Lord Proprietors.
Proprietors expected to be landlords, the Associates expected mostly to be settlers. The western area
named as Plainfield and North Plainfield in 1847
started out in 1683 as a single 2,500-acre Royal
grant. As this was sold off into smaller parcels, many
of the Proprietors bought or acquired a second set of
deeds under 100 acre “Elizabethtown rights.” Few
evidences have survived there of the Harriman survey lines. By 1778, a hundred years later, there was
still one 1,200-acre plot in the center and a halfdozen properties of about half a square mile. After
1838, South Avenue along the railroad ran east/west
diagonally across this grid. Only a narrow strip along
the Green Brook boundary shows the clear pattern of
Harriman parallel lines.
The early lost history of Springfield includes periods when the dividing line between Newark and
Elizabeth moved back and forth from Newark Av-
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enue in Kenilworth to Seton Hall College in South
Orange. This back road corridor extended through
parts of Millburn, Maplewood, and Irvington. A
Dutch enclave of 2,000 acres which can be traced in
H1700 lots 1-36 extended a half mile southeast of the
upper Rahway, to Stuyvesant Avenue at Lyons. Dutch
investors in the Stuyvesant and DeHart families all
vanished before 1700, and left behind them no
coherent sense of community.
Growth in the Westfield area started with a strong
sense of working together. Most of the first Associates before 1670 acquired and developed a small
farmland plot in the rich meadows and uplands west
of the Rahway for out-farming while they still lived
in town. Harriman’s survey formalized these into a
regular grid of nominally 100-acre lots, keeping the
same neighbors. Nobody moved out because the
Proprietors had conflicting land grants, which covered the whole colony of New Jersey.
By 1720, the Associates began testing a stronger
system of defense against ejection suits. In 1727, the
first settlers in the center of Westfield began moving
out from their homes in Elizabeth, with a spurt in
1735 following a decision in their favor in a large
eviction suit. In 1837, a centennial review of the
Westfield Presbyterian church lists the names and
location of parishioners who were then in the second
and third generation of settlers, grown up on the 100acre farm plots first chosen by their ancestors in the
1600s.
These differences in cultural background have a
lasting effect. Community deals with both tangible
and intangible values. Do we give back more than we
get? What is a tree? Ask whether the rules we create
today treat Westfield as our home base, or as a
marketing area for profits to be siphoned off.
Publisher’s Note: Dr. Homer J. Hall, former
Westield Town Historian, now lives in Exeter, New
Hampshire.

Letters to the Editor
Community Invited to Attend
Concerts for Hurricane Victims
It is truly a crazy time in the world
right now. We all have many concerns: war, hurricanes, fuel prices
and the cost of education, to name a
few. As Artistic Director of WYACT
(Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre, Inc.), I want to take the
time to thank all those who contribute
graciously to our organization, to its
young participants and, particularly
at the moment, to all those in the
community who have donated services, time, and themselves to assist
in the upcoming “hurricane relief”
concert: “Richard Rodgers, A Celebration of his Music.”
Two performances will be held on
Friday, December 30, at 6 p.m. and
8:30 p.m., at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, 170 Elm Street. WYACT
is presenting these concerts solely as
fundraisers to benefit the victims of
the Gulf Coast hurricanes. Net proceeds will go directly to the Salvation
Army for that purpose.
Guests of honor will be Major Barbara Kelly, Salvation Army Divisional
secretary for Program Development
and director of World Trade Center
Assistance, and Major Charles Kelly,
Salvation Army executive director for
Newark Area Services.
Major Charles Kelly’s job in New
Orleans was to set up warehousing
for much needed supplies and necessities. I am in total awe of these two
people who give so much of themselves to others 365 days of the year.
WYACT has no budget for this
event. To make the concerts a reality,
community individuals and organizations had to be willing to donate
their times and services at no cost –

and they did just that. For example,
Reverend Darla Turlington and the
First Baptist Church of Westfield have
offered the church’s sanctuary as a
venue and rehearsal space; Falcon
Printing has provided the posters,
programs and ad layouts; Cranford
Dramatic Club and Superintendent
Ed Hartnet of the Union County Educational Services Commission have
offered rehearsal space; Newspapers
such as The Westfield Leader, Suburban News, Courier News, Star Ledger and the Worrall newspapers have
offered press coverage; Tarpley’s &
Company, Boogies’ Tickets and the
UPS store have offered their premises
and time to be ticket vendors; Paper
Mill Playhouse has provided costume
accessories; Audio, Inc. has offered
lighting and sound; the WYACT cast,
musical staff, parents and the Music
Studio Flute Choir have offered their
talents, and the list goes on.
Our goal is to sell out and raise
$5,000 for the Gulf Coast Victims. We
hope to find a corporation or individual who will be willing to match
the funds we raise from the concerts.
Most important, I feel confident that
the residents of our area will support
this effort by attending a performance.
At the same time, patrons will have
the opportunity to enjoy an evening
of the wonderful music of Richard
Rodgers. Thank you to all who help
us reach our goal and, by doing so,
will contribute to those on the Gulf
Coast who desperately need
everyone’s help. For further concert
information, call (908) 233-3200.
Cynthia Meryl
Westfield

PAL Parent Responds to Letter
Regarding Fundraising In Westfield
Responding to the November 17 letter to the editor written by Ms. Spinner
condoning the Westfield PAL Can Drive
Fundraiser, I feel Ms. Spinner is out of
touch with her community. To begin,
can drives are a widely accepted form
of fundraising that is used by sports,
bands and other programs throughout
the state and country. It is surprising
that Ms. Spinner has not participated in
the likes of a can drive noting she has
three children of her own.
The PAL fundraiser, which is held
once a year, is not for trips. It is simply
to defray the costs associated with playing a game. Westfield PAL does contribute to communities that are not as
privileged as the Westfield community.
In fact, last year Westfield contributed
football cleats that were offered to our
league to the PAL team in Irvington. In
addition, Westfield sponsored a game
for Irvington and even contributed to a
dinner for our fellow football team.
As for the older PAL players, almost
all are required to perform many service hours for their rights of passage in
religion, student government, scouting
and other service organizations they
belong to. These same kids can be found

at food banks and the likes of activities
Ms. Spinner had listed.
One does not have to contribute if she
does not want to. You may simply say,
“I’m sorry, but good luck,” continue on
your way and not feel guilty.
As for me, I believe donations help
keep programs running. I have even
contributed to our so-called rivals and
wished them luck, and then I explained
to my children that this is what good
sportsmanship is all about. There have
been times I only had pennies in my
purse to contribute, sometimes it may
have been dollars and sometimes I may
have not had any money on my person
at all, but I still wished the group, “good
luck.”
I have contributed to programs long
before I had children and will continue
to do so once my children are grown.
Perhaps I will even contribute to a program that Ms. Spinner’s children may
be involved in, and perhaps even wish
them luck, as do most of the people in
our community.
Jean Giacone
Parent, Westfield PAL
Football Player

PAL Fundraising Program Receives
Comment from Westfield Coach
This letter is in response to Ms.
Spinner’s letter to the editor regarding
the Westfield P.A.L. football fundraising
that took place in early November. I am
an assistant coach for the fifth-grade
PAL travel football team and I could
not agree more with Ms. Spinner.
In fact, I have decided to punish my
two kids who participated in this illconceived fundraiser. To have my kids
donate their time to give back to a sport
they love is wrong on so many levels.
Ms. Spinner, I can only imagine the
pain you went through with your kids
as you kept running into these “panhandlers.” And then actually having
to communicate with your kids as to
why you would not give the change
you received from three slurpies must

have caused an unbearable level of
anxiety.
As you contemplated these actions,
long seconds must have turned into a
very painful minute. I can’t believe
these 8, 9 and 10 year olds did not let
you know where these funds were being allocated (actually some funds go
to the Irvington program, which would
not be able to operate without them).
Moving forward, I am sure the PAL
program would love a list of fundraisers
that you, Ms. Spinner, find dignified
and acceptable for these irritating uniform-clad children to hold.
Westfield needs more citizens like
you.
John Githens
Westfield

Bruce Paterson Thanks Voters For
Support During Freeholder Campaign
I must thank the voters for the support in my campaign for Garwood Boro
Council. It was a close race despite 75
percent of campaign lawn signs disappearing (twice!). And I congratulate
my opponents who won, Bill and Walt.
My support came from all sides: the
independents, the Democrats and the
Republicans. Why? They realized that
I am not beholden to any party, that I am
not a politician but just another “TOT”
(Tee’d off Taxpayer) like everyone else.
My slogan was “the taxpayers versus
the government!” Even the opposition
called me a fiscal conservative, which I
appreciate.
The tally showed that just on name
recognition and word of mouth alone,

we can make a serious dent in the politics of our boro. Due to my new job, the
few weeks of bad weather and the last
three weeks I was sick with a respiratory infection, I had done minimal campaigning and door-to-door canvassing,
yet came within 100 votes of the top
candidate. My one downfall in review:
I told people either you hate or love me.
However, I did not take into consideration that many people in Garwood still
do not know me. The door-to-doorcanvassing would have been a key to
success.
Thanks for the support and the validation of the issues.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Councilwoman-Elect Vicki Kimmins
Thanks Opponent and Residents
My heartfelt congratulations go out
to all the Westfield candidates for an
exciting and invigorating campaign. I
consider myself blessed to live in a
town where so many talented and caring individuals are willing to give back
to their community.
I would especially like to thank my
opponent in the second ward, Frank
Fusaro, for always greeting me with a
big smile and friendly word…a perfect
gentleman! Frank’s dedication to his
family and our town sports programs is
truly commendable.
Congratulations on your brother-inlaws’ safe return home from Iraq with
the 250th Signal Battalion.

My sincere thanks also go out to the
Young Republicans for their dedication, spirit and enthusiasm during the
campaign. It was wonderful to see the
excitement that the high-school students, both Young Republicans and
Democrats, brought to our town on
Election Day.
To my family, friends, constituents: I
cannot express enough how much I
value and appreciate your time, support
and encouragement. I am anxious and
ready to take on this challenge, and I
look forward to representing you for
the next four years.
Vicki Kimmins
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ampullaceous – Shaped like a bottle
or inflated bladder
2. Simbil – A stork native to Africa
3. Holosericeous – Completely covered with minute silky hairs
4. Wurley – An Australian aboriginal
hut
CREPITACULUM
1. A rattle-like organ as of the rattlesnake
2. An indentation or loophole in the top
of a battlement or wall
3. A burial vault
4. A wicker basket for holding fish
BATTUE
1. Needless repetition of words in speaking or writing
2. A hunt conducted by driving game
from cover to a place near waiting hunters
3. To cry out loud; to howl
4. Poor; weak; without strength
PALAESTRIC
1. Heroic, said of a knight in
Charlemagne’s court
2. Suitable for a palace; large and ornate
3. Pertaining to wrestling
4. Pertaining to a large area, including
Europe, northern Asia, Arabia and Africa
CHTHONOPHAGIA
1. Eating only green plant life
2. Subsisting entirely on fish
3. The eating of raw flesh
4. An abnormal impulse to eat clay or
soil

Letters to
the Editor
Nice Deed on
Election Day
To the coffee and donut angel who
saved the day for the election board
workers of District 17 and 18 at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains – the
donuts were delicious and the coffee
helped us through the day.
Thank you so much. We really appreciated your thoughtfulness.
Paula Berry
Board Workers
District 17 and 18
Scotch Plains

Elected Freeholders
Thank Voters
We would like to thank the voters of
Union County for their overwhelming
support in re-electing us. We would
also like to thank the many supporters
and volunteers who gave their time to
help.
We pledge to continue providing you
with the best possible governmental
services, keeping Union County as the
finest place in New Jersey to live and
raise a family.
Angel Estrada
Rick Proctor
Nancy Ward
The Column B Democratic Team

Asw. Stender Thanks
District 22 Voters
I would like to thank the voters of the
22nd Legislative District for re-electing me to my third term in the New
Jersey General Assembly. I am deeply
gratified by the outpouring of support I
received during my campaign. It affirms my commitment to improving
our community and continuing our successful efforts to build a better New
Jersey.
I encourage you to contact my office
at any time. My office is open Monday
to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and located at
1801 East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, NJ
07076. I can be reached by phone at
(908) 668-1900 or by e-mail at
aswstender.njleg.org. I welcome the opportunity to speak with you.
Once again, thank you for your support.
Linda Stender
Assemblywoman
District 22

Christmas Giving
Information Sought
Publisher’s Note: There are
many organizations in the area preparing to collect Christmas gifts
for families, food for the hungry
and toys for children. Many are not
as fortunate as are we. Please consider how you might help others
share in the warmth of the season.
For organizations, we ask that
you notify us as soon as possible
about your charity activities. We
will post regular notices in our
newspaper and on the Internet at
goleader.com to assist others who
are considering becoming a part of
these good deeds.
Please e-mail your information
to editor@goleader.com regarding
your endeavors with a summary of
what you are doing, for whom your
benefits flow and your contact information.
Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Take Your ‘Holiday’
And Stuff It!
By Fred Lecomte
The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vincent Lehotsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSION…Four former Governors participated in a panel
discussion during last week’s New Jersey League of Municipalities Convention in
Atlantic City. Pictured, from left to right, are: Former Governors Jim Florio and
Brendan Byrne, New Jersey Network senior political correspondent Michael
Aaron, former Acting Governors/Senate President Presidents Donald DiFrancesco
and John Bennett.

Letters to the Editor
So Why Now Does Westfield Chamber
Gift Cards Have Town Up In Arms?
Let’s clear this up. The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce is a non-profit
organization that serves a distinct group
of members who pay dues and does not
serve Westfield exclusively even though
it resides in town. The Downtown
Westfield Corporation specifically serves
the businesses in the special improvement district and is funded by a tax paid
by the property owners.
About 10 years ago the central business district of our town was quite depressed when a sophisticated group of
business owners solicited Main Street

Erratum
A letter written by Sheldon Roskin
published in the November 17 issue of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times should have indicated that the Heather Glen age-restricted development discussion will be
held at the Scotch Plains Township
Council’s agenda meeting on Tuesday,
November 29.

WF’s Richard Lang
Receives Wings of Gold
WESTFIELD – LTJG Richard W.
Lang, 3rd received his “wings” as a
Naval Aviator on October 14 after
completing advanced tactical jet training with the Golden Eagles of VT-22,
Training Air Wing TWO, Kingsville
Tex.
The attendance of his great uncle
Richard Warren DeMott, a recipient
of the Navy Cross as a fighter pilot in
World War II, and who pinned on his
wings of gold, enhanced his winging
ceremony.
“Ricky” has just reported to the
VFA-122, FA-18 Super Hornet RAG
in Lemoore, Calif., where he will be
stationed for the next year.
Mr. Lang graduated from Westfield
High School in 1999, and with distinction from the United States Naval
Academy in 2003 with a degree in
ocean engineering.

Chemidlin Re-elected
FMBPA President
FANWOOD — Peter Chemidlin
of Family Investors Company has
been reelected president of the
Fanwood Business and Professionals Association along with vice
president, Dale Flowers of
Scotchwood Florist.
Thirteen of the 49 FBPA members
participated in the November 15 election. Also elected were: Secretary,
Jeffrey R. Pocaro, a local attorney,
who previously served as a director;
Treasurer, Edna Trujillo of Family
Investors, who was reelected; Directors, Christopher Bono of Unity
Bank, and Lee Marks of Laser Design, both reelected, and Glenn
Kutoroff of Nationwide Floor and
Window Coverings.

Once again, the tradition of
Christmas continues to get hammered and is under siege by the
growing forces of secularism. They
say it’s all about diversity, protecting the sensitivities of those Americans who get offended by the mention of the birth of Jesus. You have
a problem with the manger scene
and you have a problem with Santa
Claus. Tell me how many of you are
there, and where are you?
THE BAD: In Denver, a church
was banned from the “Festival of
Lights” parade because it wanted a
religious theme to its float.
THE BAD: Perhaps the biggest kick
in the head is that various Federated
department stores, among them Macy’s
and Bloomingdale’s, have replaced
“Merry Christmas” and “Happy
Channukah” with “Happy Holidays.”
They suggested to their managers to
avoid displaying “Merry Christmas”
banners and have ordered employees
not to talk about it.
THE BAD: The Maplewood,

USA to manage issues that the Chamber/
Town could no longer handle.
Now that we have some background,
we can discuss the beloved gift coins that
became a White Elephant to the Chamber
of Commerce. So now the new promotion
is the Gift Card. This is what has us up in
arms?
Diane Barabas
Westfield

Charity Gift Shop
Opens December
SHORT HILLS — On December 3
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., New Eyes for
the Needy will open their Jewelry and
Giftware Shop for holiday shopping.
These hours are in addition to regular
Thursday hours from 1 to 3 p.m.
The showroom is stocked with antique and costume jewelry in gold and
silver, collectible silver and china tabletop items, and many antique decorative pieces. These “fabulous finds” are
available through generous donations
of people around the country.
New Eyes for the Needy is a nonprofit, volunteer organization,
founded in 1932, whose mission is to
provide prescription eyeglasses for
needy people here and abroad.
The shop is located at 549 Millburn
Avenue, Short Hills. For more information, call 973-376-4903 or visit
www.neweyesfortheneedy.org.

ARTISTIC…ArtWorks (The Naomi
Cohain Foundation) presented a creative and performing art exhibition
November 13 called “Express Yourself” at the Montclair Art Museum.
“Express Yourself” is a celebration of
the creative spirit of children and young
adults who suffer from severe and
chronic illnesses. The exhibition featured artwork by children affiliated
with various area hospitals, including
Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH).
Pictured above, Amanda Quinn, 14,
proudly stands by her artwork. She
took up art while at CSH and her inspiration for this piece came while she was
sitting in the hospital garden.

Is Your Child’s Math Grade
Not Adding Up?
KnowledgePoints Can Make The Difference

New Jersey school board has
banned all religious music from
“Holiday” concerts. Tell me, what
holiday this is?
THE BAD: New York City Mayor
Mike Bloomberg insists that the
lighted tree outside City Hall is not
a Christmas tree; it’s a holiday tree.
Tell me, what holiday this is?
THE BAD: You may have heard
of the book called “The Plot to Kill
Christmas.” Fortunately, I won’t be
buying it or reading it because I
would blow my stack, but that’s
what we’re facing.
HOLIDAY: A day free from work
that one can spend at leisure, a day
off - a vacation. You have a holiday
lined up for everything under the
sun, particularly if you work for the
government.
THE GOOD: Surveys show that
more than 90 percent of Americans
celebrate the Federal holiday of
Christmas and Channukah.
THE GOOD: There is a group
threatening to boycott Macy’s,
Bloomingdale’s, Cosco, Walmart,
Target and BJ’s. Hundreds of calls
came to WOR 101.5 FM, The Bill
O’Reilly Show, CNN and CNBC
and more in supporting the boycott
and its sentiments.
THE GOOD: My Christmas hat
is off to Boy Scout Troop 77 of St.
Paul’s Chur ch Broad Str eet,
Westfield, who will be selling
beautifully decorated balsam
Christmas wreaths on December
3, from 9 to noon and before and
after services on December 4 and
December 11. No advance orders
are needed.
THE GOOD: As a kid who grew
up in Europe including some of
those suffering war years, there was
absolutely nothing like looking forward to Christmas and Santa Claus,
and I thank my parents for that.
That was it! Don’t need to go into
detail what made it so fabulous and
forever memorable. I have been
most fortunate to have the opportunity as a parent to have passed those
fabulous feelings and memories on
to my kids. No need to go into
explanations there either.
After all of the garbage that we’re
hearing about Christmas, I can tell
you this: no authority, business nor
anyone will ever have the right to
disturb those feelings while I really
don’t care about those with religious intolerances.

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Report Card Special
One Month Free Tutoring
50% Off Diagnostic Assessment
New Clients Only
Expires 11/30/05

409 Park Ave.
15 Park Ave.
Scotch Plains
Madison
908.322.1220 973.377.5530
www.knowledgepoints.com

RELAXATION DAY…Throughout
November, Children’s Specialized Hospital has been celebrating “National
Family Caregivers Month,” to draw
attention to the daily challenges family
caregivers face and recognize the many
community programs that support
these families. On November 11, the
CSH Recreational Therapy Department presented an “Afternoon of Pampering” for patients and their families
to enjoy a relaxing afternoon of massages, hair/nail treatments and snacks.
Pictured above, Dominique Baccigalupi
is “pampered” and gets her nails done.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
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MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house

restaurant and wine bar

Math • Reading • Study Skills
If You Think All Tutors Are The Same
Here Are A Few Reasons To Call Us:
• Affordable Prices
• No Long Term Commitments
• Individualized Instruction
• Integration With Your Child’s Classroom Teacher
• PROVEN RESULTS Backed By Our Guarantee Of Success
• Motivational System That Really Works

IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT…In October, the winner of the Overlook Hospital
Auxiliary’s Cadillac Raffle, Claire D’Amore from Springfield, picked up her 2005
Cadillac DeVille. All proceeds from the event benefit the hospital emergency
department. Pictured, are: Sharon Kelly, Overlook Emergency Department;
Linda Kosnik, Overlook’s Chief Nursing officer; Andreas Odysseos, Crown
Cadillac; Sam DiFeo, Crown Cadillac; Claire D’Amore, Raffle winner; Lee
Radsch, Raffle Chair; and Julie Planck, Auxiliary Treasurer.

Yes, You Can . . .
Creative Custom
Framing
Design Consultation &
Creative Matting
Needlepoint
Box Framing
Shadow Boxes for
Memorabilia
Mirrors

bring wine from your private selection and we will
waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with
its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare
menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.
Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
book your birthday, wedding, retirement or holiday party . . .
in our historic setting.

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street• Westfield

908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

“ Mom & dad buy all
their prime center
cut steaks at John’s
Meat Market”

“Oh, it tastes so tender” . . . 3 year old
Nola Gialanella of Scotch Plains

Video Video
184 Elm Street, Westfield
908-654-9600

Our 66th Year
389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com
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Thrift Shop to Commence
Annual Christmas Boutique

MR. AND MRS. LEE MICHAEL SPECTOR
(She is the former Ms. Meredith Zuzulock)

Ms. Meredith Zuzulock
Marries Lee M. Spector
Ms. Meredith Zuzulock, the daughter of Mrs. Isabel Zuzulock of Seaville
and Andrew Zuzulock of Turnersville,
was married on Saturday, October 1, to
Lee Michael Spector. He is the son of
Mrs. Marcia Spector-Gedman of Whiting and the late William Spector, who
were long-time residents of Fanwood.
The Reverend George Lynch officiated at the afternoon nuptials, which
took place at St. Peter’s United Methodist Church in Ocean City. Herbert
McCullough, the bride’s grandfather,
gave her in marriage. A reception
followed at the Mays Landing Golf
Club in Mays Landing.
Mrs. Megan Senkowski served as
the matron of honor. The bridal attendants were Miss Amy Backstrom,
Mrs. Christine Grillet, Miss Liesje
Nieman and Mrs. Ann Schuenemann.
Miss Emily Lockwood and Miss Kelly
Lockwood, cousins of the bridegroom, were flower girls.
Jeffrey Spector of Scotch Plains,
the brother of the bridegroom, served
as the best man. The groomsmen included Tony Perfilio of Fanwood,
Brian Pedersen, a long-time resident
of Fanwood, Lincoln Mazzei, Frank
Schuenemann and Andrew Zuzulock,
the brother of the bride.
The bride is a 1995 graduate of Ocean
City High School and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting
from Pennsylvania State University. She
is employed with Rohm and Haas Com-

pany in Philadelphia, Pa.
The bridegroom is a 1994 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Accounting from
Villanova University in Pennsylvania. He is employed with Morgan
Stanley in West Conshohocken, Pa.
The couple resides in Drexel Hill, Pa.

McNamaras Welcome
Liam and Nathaniel
Peter and Lisa McNamara of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their sons, Liam Hayden
McNamara and Nathaniel Harris
McNamara, on Thursday, November
10, at 11:55 a.m. and 11:56 a.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Liam weighed 4 pounds and 5
ounces and measured 17¼ inches in
length at birth. Nathaniel weighed 5
pounds and 14 ounces and measured
18½ inches in length at birth.
The twins join their brother, Trevor,
age six.
The babies’ maternal grandparents
are Bruce and Kathy Schwartz of
Aiken, S.C.
John and Jacqueline McNamara of
Worcester, Mass. are their paternal
grandparents.
The twins’ maternal great-grandmother is Elizabeth Schwartz of
Margate, Fla.

La Marqué Fur Salon
Celebrating Our Silver Anniversary
In appreciation to all our
loyal customers, we proudly
announce a very Special
Anniversary Sale! All new
garments will be sold at
wholesale pricing! Plus, no
Sales Tax! This Sale applies to
in-stock garments. Never
before has any fur salon or
department store sold their
inventory at wholesale
pricing. Do not miss our
once-in-a-lifetime Anniversary
Sale and bring a friend.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
November 29, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League will kick off
the annual Christmas Boutique at its
Thrift Shop, located at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. The
sale will continue until the shop closes
for a week at the end of December.
Among the featured merchandise
will be stemware, stationery, household decorations and knickknacks,
small appliances, linens, wallets,
purses, ice skates and sports equipment. Only new items will be offered
for sale, with most still in their original boxes and packaging, according
to a league spokeswoman.
Members of the public also are
invited to enter a free drawing for
four special gifts. Participants are
asked to write their name and telephone number on a piece of paper and
put it in the drawing basket. No purchase is necessary and individuals do
not have to be present to win. The
drawing will take place on Tuesday,
December 13.
There also will be a contest for
children only to win a Tudor style
dollhouse complete with furniture,
which has been decorated with paint
and wallpaper. Entrants are asked to
write an essay of 25 words or less,
beginning with “I would like to win
this dollhouse because…” which must
be submitted to the Thrift Shop in
person or by mail.

BRIDGES Collecting
Gifts For Homeless
AREA – For the past several years,
BRIDGES, an outreach program for
the homeless, has delivered more than
700 individually requested holiday
gifts to men, women and children living on the streets or in shelters in lower
Manhattan, Newark and Irvington.
Gifts usually requested include shoes,
coats or seasonal clothing of a particular size. Groups or individuals who
would like to purchase holiday gifts
will be given the individual’s request
with their name and general location.
Gifts should be wrapped and
tagged and returned to BRIDGES by
mid-December. Interested persons
should call (908) 273-0176 and ask
for a holiday gift request.
Every week, BRIDGES collects
and distributes gently used seasonal
clothing and blankets, as well as toiletries and other necessities. At this
time, the organization is especially in
need of men’s coats, casual clothing
and blue jeans.
BRIDGES welcomes houses of
worship, schools, offices or organizations to host a drive for needed
items. Donations are accepted on
Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 561
Springfield Avenue (Christ Church)
in Summit.

Entries should be addressed to Susan
Citrano at the Thrift Shop address. The
deadline for the dollhouse contest is
Thursday, December 15, with the winner to be notified shortly afterward.
The store is open Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information or directions,
please call the shop at (908) 3225420 during business hours.

Classical Guitarist Set
To Perform at Library
WESTFIELD – Classical guitarist
Phillip Lester will perform holiday
favorites and discuss the history behind traditional carols and popular
holiday songs on Thursday, December 1, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.
A performer, recording artist and
composer, Mr. Lester uses both nylon
string classical and steel string acoustic guitars to bring to life the music of
several centuries. His performance
will include holiday classics such as
“Joy to the World,” “O Hanukah, O
Hanukah,” “We Three Kings” and
“Carol of the Bells.”
Mr. Lester began to study solo classical guitar after several years as a
lead guitarist in rock bands. His recordings include “Dreamsong,” “Carols of the Nativity,” “American Treasures” and “Gourmet Guitar.”
This program is free for Westfield
Library cardholders. Interested individuals are asked to pre-register by
calling (908) 789-4090 or stopping
by the library’s Circulation Desk.
For more information, please call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website at
www.wmlnj.org or stop by the library
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Books For Kids Drive
Underway at Library
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Public Library is currently conducting its 2005 Books for
Kids donation drive. Book donations
may be dropped off at a collection
box at the main entrance to the library
through Friday, December 16.
Started in 1991, Books for Kids is
a statewide program designed to give
children in need the gift of reading. It
is sponsored by the New Jersey Library Association’s Children’s Services section. Last year, more than
13,000 books were collected and distributed across the state.
Books for youngsters from infants
through age 14 are needed, which will
be gifted to children during the holidays. The library is located at Constitution Plaza. For more information,
please call Linda Corona, Public Services Librarian, at (908) 233-0115.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting

Lifeline Screening
Radiology, LLC
LifeLine Screening Radiology provides non-invasive, painless
screenings using Doppler ultrasound technology. The tests detect
arterial abnormalities which can cause disrupted blood flow. The
screenings are fast, accurate and affordable. Visit their website for
more information at www.LifeLineScreeningRadiology.com
Reservations required.
WHEN:
Friday, December 2, 2005
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue, Fanwood
Pre-registration is required –
Call 1-800-636-0418.

Open to the Public – Please take advantage of these valuable screenings.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

All New Garments will be sold at
wholesale pricing! Plus, no Sales Tax!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

Alterations and monograms additional. Custom-made garments slightly higher. Very few restrictions apply.

900 South Avenue West, Westfield

908-232-3423
Ample parking in rear of salon.

MOMPOU

TAPAS ❖ WINE BAR ❖ LOUNGE
“An exotic escape from the everyday”

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

866-99TAPAS
www.mompoutapas.com
77 Ferry Street Newark, NJ
2 blocks from Penn Station in the historic Ironbound District
Private room available for parties & corporate events

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Benjamin B. Corbin and Ms. Lauren A. Gruman

Ms. Lauren A. Gruman
To Wed Benjamin B. Corbin
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Gruman of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Lauren Audrine Gruman, to Benjamin B. Corbin. He is the son of Ms.
Gail S. Miller of Westfield and
Horace R. Corbin of Garwood, owner
and publisher of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times newspapers.
The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield where she attended local
schools and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1998. She
also graduated from the University
of Delaware in Newark, Del. in 2002,
receiving a degree of Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration.
Ms. Gruman is currently employed
at Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff,

Grabas & Woodruff, LLC, a law firm
in Scotch Plains.
Her fiancé also was raised in
Westfield. The future bridegroom attended schools locally and graduated in 1996 from Westfield High
School, where he met Ms. Gruman
during his senior year.
Mr. Corbin attended Union County
College and went on to graduate in
2004 from the Union County Fire
Training Academy. He currently is
employed as a firefighter and National EMT with the Westfield Fire
Department and as a photographer
at The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in
Westfield.
The couple will be married in 2007
in Westfield.

Holiday Celebration on Tap
In Scotch Plains December 4
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
will hold its Town Holiday Celebration on Sunday, December 4, from 2
to 5 p.m. on the Alan Augustine
Village Green on Park Avenue.
Horse-drawn carriage rides will
be available from 2 to 4 p.m. for a
small fee. There also will be an ice
sculpture, petting zoo, pony rides
and a clown. Santa Claus will arrive
at 3 p.m. and visit with the children
until 5 p.m. at the gazebo. Parents
are invited to bring cameras. Santa
will light the tree at 5 p.m.
The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA)
and the township’s recreation department expressed appreciation to
the following for their contributions
toward the upcoming celebration:
Trudy Burke, Rossi Funeral Home,
State Farm Insurance, Trainor Family Chiropractic, EKA Associates,
Scotch Plains Gulf, Sovereign Bank,

Leib, Kraus, Grispin and Roth,
Stonehouse Coin Shop, North Jersey Eye Care, ERA Suburb Realty,
Pizza Brothers and Parker Greenhouses. For more details, please call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.

Ketubah Unit Plans
O’Connor’s Brunch
COUNTY – The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+)
will meet for brunch on Sunday, December 4, at 11:30 a.m. at O’Connor’s
Beef ’N Chowder House, located at
1719 Amwell Road in Somerset.
The cost will be $13.95 per person,
plus tax and gratuity. For seniors
(62+), the cost will be $9.95 per person, plus tax and gratuity. Prospective members are welcome to come.
Interested persons are asked to call
Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by Friday,
December 2.
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God Grants Us the Strength
To Endure and Help Others
By PASTOR PAUL KRITSCH

According to the October 2005 issue of The Atlantic Times, the
Frauenkirche in Dresden, Germany
was rededicated on October 30. Destroyed by Allied bombing during
World War II, the 17th-century
Lutheran Church of Our Lady had lay
in ruins until more than 600,000 private donors from around the world
provided most of the funds for its
reconstruction.
Of special interest for us who live
in the New York City area is the
church’s 4,000-pound “Peace Bell.”
It bears the image of New York’s
collapsing Twin Towers, for the bell’s
designer, Christoph Feuerstein, had
witnessed the horrific event while
visiting Manhattan on September 11,
2001.
During the church’s rededication
service, the congregation stood to
sing the powerful thanksgiving hymn
“Now Thank We All Our God” by
Martin Rinkart. Rinkart served as a
Lutheran pastor in Eilenburg during
the ThirtyYears’War (1618-48). Eight
hundred out of the town’s 1,000 homes
were destroyed by invading armies.
Crops planted in hope constantly were
ruined by enemy troops. Refugees
from nearby areas brought the plague,
which swept through Eilenburg four
separate times. At the height of that
terrible war, Rinkart became the only
surviving pastor for the town, conducting as many as 50 funerals every
day for people who died from war,
famine and disease.
When the war finally ended, Pastor

Rinkart wrote a hymn for the
congregation’s thanksgiving service.
The first verse of that hymn is as
follows:
Now thank we all our God,
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done,
In whom our world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms
Has blest us on our way
With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.
No doubt each one of us could list
losses in our lives. Each one of those
losses, whether shared with others or
not, is tragic, especially during the
holiday season. What keeps many of
us going is our shared faith in a God
who loves us. People of faith are
encouraged by passages like 2
Corinthians 1:3-4: “Praise be to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and
the God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves have received
from God.”
As church bells ring on Thanksgiving Day and people of faith gather for
worship, please know that you are
invited. The same God who strengthened Pastor Rinkart is available, and
his people want to share his blessings
with you.
*******
Pastor Kritsch has been Senior
Pastor of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church
and
School,
229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield,
for the past 17 years.

Willow Grove to Spotlight
‘Science Versus Christianity’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the public are invited to attend a
study workshop entitled “Science
Versus Christianity – Do They Conflict?” at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.
Presented by the Spiritual Growth
Team at the church, the workshop
will be offered on Wednesday, November 30, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and
Thursday, December 1, from 9:30 to

Red Cross Chapter
Posts CPR Courses
COUNTY – The American Red
Cross Tri-County Chapter, which
serves 22 communities including
Fanwood, Garwood and Scotch Plains,
will hold two courses at its office at 16
Jefferson Avenue in Elizabeth.
Adult CPR, Child CPR, Infant CPR
and First Aid will be offered on Saturday, December 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.
Adult CPR, AED and Standard First
Aid is scheduled for Tuesday, December 6, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Each course may be taken in its
entirety or in portions. To register or
obtain more information, please call
(908) 756-6414.

11 a.m. Each workshop will be preceded by a half hour of refreshments
and fellowship.
The workshop will focus on how
science does or does not conflict
with the Bible and Christianity. It
will include an exploration of how
the Christian faith has made way for
the emerging sciences throughout
history and their relationship to each
other. Participants also will discuss
the rejection of miracles, theories of
evolution versus the Biblical story
of creation, and what the Christian
faith can do that science cannot.
The Reverend Diane Curtis, Interim Pastor of the Willow Grove
Church, will lead this study/discussion based on a chapter in the book
“Searching Issues” by Nicky Gumbel.
Babysitting will be available in the
Children’s Ark if requested in advance.
Individuals just need to inform the
church if they will need childcare and
the ages of the children so appropriate
activities can be planned.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road. Anyone interested in attending
the workshop is asked to call the church
office during morning hours, Monday
through Friday, at (908) 232-5678, email wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

SETTLERS COME TO LIFE…Area residents portray settlers whose lives
helped to shape the Town of Westfield during a tour of colonial burial grounds last
month. These settlers also are recalled in a video/DVD entitled The Liveliest Place
in Town that is now available for sale. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Sallie Roberts, Barbara Burton, Karen Kashlak and the Reverend Ray Roberts;
middle row, David Rogers, Jock Vincentsen and Jeff Schundler, and back row,
Glenn deBrueys, Gerry Farenholdt, Bruce Cummings and Tom Weltesen.

Presbyterian Church Posts
Advent, Christmas Events
the services, which will include Communion.
The church’s confirmands also will
attend the services, which are designed to serve as short, quiet weekly
interludes in the bustle of the holiday season.

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at the
corner of Broad Street and Mountain Avenue, has announced its calendar of Advent and Christmas programs. Members of the community
are invited to attend all of the holiday season offerings.
On Sunday, November 27, the annual Christmas tree lighting on the
church’s front lawn will take place at
7 p.m. A brass ensemble will lead a
carol sing with the audience and the
church’s Angel Choir. Refreshments
will follow in Westminster Hall. The
Paden family has been selected as
the church family to light the tree
this year.
The Live Nativity will be presented
on the front lawn of the church on
Sunday, December 4, from 5 to 7
p.m. Actors will portray Mary and
Joseph, the wise men and the shepherds, and live animals will be part
of the manger scene.
The Christmas passages of the
Gospels will be read, in addition to
an Angel Choir performance of familiar carols. The short program will
be repeated during the two-hour span
to accommodate young families, and
attendees will be able to pet the animals. Refreshments in Westminster
Hall will follow each tableau.
Advent evening prayer services
will be held on Tuesdays in the
Chapel at 7 p.m. November 29, December 6, 13 and 20. Princeton seminarians will deliver the homilies at

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Income Tax Issues
FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers & More will
host Jennifer Mooney, an accountant and mother of two, at its Wednesday, December 7 meeting at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood Recreation Center, located at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood.
She will discuss the basics of income tax preparation and how to
identify and make the most of available tax deductions. The meeting is
open to the public and refreshments
will be provided.
Mothers & More is a national, nonprofit organization that champions
the value and necessity of all mothers’ work to society, both paid and
unpaid, within and outside the home.
The Union County Chapter meets on
the first and third Wednesdays of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
Recreation Center.
For more information about this
meeting, please call Stacy at (908)
928-9841 or Marilyn at (908) 5682633 or visit mothersandmore.org on
the Internet.

WESTFIELD – Key historical figures interred in the colonial burial
grounds of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield “come to life” once more
in The Liveliest Place in Town, a video/
DVD that is now available for sale.
The video/DVD recounts how the
efforts of these settlers directly formed
and shaped the Town of Westfield.
After its premiere with a special viewing October 26, the launch was celebrated with the “Voices from the West
Fields” cemetery tour on October 29.
Settlers John Robinson (portrayed
by Bruce Cummings) and William
Miller (the Reverend Dr. Ray Roberts), who deeded 40 acres to the then
new congregation, were on hand to
greet the more than 150 people who
toured the cemetery.
Among those who shared their stories with visitors on the tour was
“Aunt Betty” Frazee (portrayed by
the Reverend Vicky Ney), who stood
up to British General Cornwallis (Richard Ney) during the Revolutionary War.
Others who celebrated the lives of

First Baptist to Mark
135th Year Sunday
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will hold a homecoming
Sunday, November 27, to celebrate
the church’s 135th anniversary and
remember those members who in
prior years were pivotal in building
and developing the church.
The 10:20 a.m. worship service
will recount the church’s history and
highlight visions for the future. An
after church reception will afford
visitors the opportunity to examine a
timeline of church history represented by photographs, articles and
artifacts covering the past 135 years.
Minister of Music William
Mathews has invited more than 40
former members of the choir to join
the current Chancel Choir in singing
an anthem. Church members’ photographs and memorabilia of special
events, such as weddings conducted
at the church, plus historical documents, vintage pictures and bulletins
will be displayed in Harvey Hall.
For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

early settlers and received tour groups
included Barbara Burton, Glenn
deBrueys, Gerry Fahrenthold, Karen
Kashlak, Tay Miller, Sallie Roberts,
David Rogers, Jeff Schundler, Nancy
Testa, Jock Vincentsen and Tom
Weltesen.
Funding for the video/DVD was
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of Cultural Affairs in the Department of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, with a matching grant from
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
The Media Department of Union
County College produced The Liveliest Place in Town under the direction
of Steve Kato. As part of the grant
application, complimentary copies
have been presented to area schools,
local historical organizations, the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, Union County
College, local access TV, Westfield’s
municipal government and the
Westfield Memorial Library.
Copies are available in either video
or DVD format for $20 each and may
be purchased by calling the church
office at (908) 233-0301.

JCC Event to Address
Elder Domestic Violence
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, in conjunction with Jewish Family Service, will present a
program on older adult domestic violence on Tuesday, November 29, at
10:30 a.m.
Domestic violence can affect
people of all ages, and can involve
spouses as well as an older parent and
adult children. It affects people of all
races, religions and economic backgrounds.
Shari Bloomberg, an experienced
domestic violence counselor, will be
the presenter. Additional social work
staff from Jewish Family Service will
be on hand to answer questions and
offer information about services and
how to report suspected abuse.
This program will take place at the
JCC’s Wilf Jewish Community Campus, located at 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. It is free and open to
the public. Reservations are encouraged. Lunch will be available after
the program for $2.
Reservations are required for lunch.
To register or to obtain more information, please call the JCC at (908) 8898800, extension no.207.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

NEARING COMPLETION
Opening Winter 2006

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Dr Arida is dedicated to providing you
with today’s most advanced cosmetic and
restorative dentistry in a relaxed and
pampered setting. For your healthy,
beautiful smile and convenience:
•Invisalign® Clear Braces
•Teeth Whitening
•Complete Smile Makeover
•Tooth-Colored Fillings
•Porcelain Veneers
•Cosmetic Bonding
•Crowns, Bridges & Implants
•Early Morning, Lunchtime, Early Evenings
•& Saturday Appointments
Flat Screen Televisions in Room
•Over 20 Years Experience
•Comprehensive Exams

Great Holiday Gift Idea!

Only Three Ground & Two Upstairs Spaces Available
Restaurant Space Available

80 % LEASED • JOIN THESE FINE TENANTS
Atrium •
Atrium Kids •
Baumgart’s •
Cold Stone Creamery •
Exchange Florist •
Fresh City •
London & Sherwin •

Mason Barrister
Menzel Violin
• Seldom Seen Designs
• Shoe Inn
• Silverman’s Card & Gifts
• Sur La Table
• Test Rite Opticians

•

•

Leases out for signature: Woman’s Clothing, Upscale Italian Restaurant

Gift Cards Available for all
Dental Services
Surprise someone with the
gift of a beautiful SMILE.
Dr. Arida is an expert in the latest cosmetic procedures.

KENNETH W. ARIDA, DDS
Graduate: L.D. Pankley Institute for Advanced
Dental Education, Key Biscayne, FL
DDS: State University of New York School
of Dentistry, Buffalo, NY

908 654 6262

Residency: General Dentistry, Jersey Shore
Medical Center, Neptune, NJ

131 SOUTH ELUCID AVENUE • WESTFIELD • www.drarida.com
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT ®• FREE PARKING
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Liveliest Place Video Brings
Westfield Settlers to Life

OWEN BRAND
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Thursday, November 24, 2005

For more information call:
Peter Jacobsen at Jacobs Enterprises
973.591.5222

www.livingstontowncenter.com

Mon.thru Fri. ‘til 9 • Sat. ‘til 5 • Sun. ‘til 4
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MELINO, BARBA NAMED ALL-COUNTY FIRST TEAM

Blue Devil Boys Rose to Be
Above Average Soccer Team
“We were able to stem the tide.
When you are running a program,
you don’t want to have a series of
years with lots of losses. I was very
pleased with the way the kids came
back with their work ethic and how
much they put in to the season before
we even started,” Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner said. “We put
in a new system, a flat back four
defense instead of having a traditional sweeper, stopper with a diamond back. We had a lot of success

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Disaster struck the Westfield High
School boys’ soccer team that finished with a 2-12-3 in 2004. This
year’s team, comprised primarily of
juniors, turned that tide around, went
6-1 in the first half of the season and,
although battling a multitude of
midseason injuries, finished with a
12-7 record, including a 2-1, doubleovertime victory over Scotch PlainsFanwood.

early in the year. Winning a lot of
difficult games early in the season
certainly made a difference in
everybody’s attitude, having gone
from 2-12 to 6-1 changed things a
great deal. Unfortunately, we ran into
a series of illnesses and injuries. We
lost nine kids in eight days, six of
whom were starters and we had to
fight our way back.”
Senior center midfielder Matt
Melino and junior Chris Mattes, who
tied for the lead in scoring each with
six goals and four assists, helped to
stem the tide. Melino’s efforts earned
him All-Union County First Team
honors.
“He was both our distributor and
our scorer. It speaks highly for him,
but it also speaks to solving our biggest problem, which was scoring. Matt
was the real glue. The coaches made
him the number three player in the
county,” said Kapner.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Jeff Perrella Places
Third at XC MOC

David B. Corbin (September 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DISTRIBUTOR AND OUR SCORER…Blue Devil senior center midfielder Matt
Melino, No. 7, was named All-Union County First Team Coaches poll. Melino
netted six goals and had four assists.

Westfield High School senior
Jeff Perrella finished third at the
boys cross-country Meet of Champions at Holmdel Park on November 19. Perrella tied a WHS record
on the course with a time of 15:50
set by Cliff Sheehan in 1980. See
Devils’ Den on page 10.

HAMBLETON, ZAZZALI NAMED ALL-UC FIRST TEAM

Raider Soccer Girls Hit Goal
Of Winning a Championship
good nucleus of kids back but we had
a number of kids who were to fill
important roles who were not really
battle tested,” said Ewing. “It took
them a while to get accustomed to the
style of play we wanted to play and
our tough schedule in the beginning
didn’t really help matters.”
Ewing felt that their season began
to turn around after playing East
Brunswick followed by a victory over
Kearny.
“East Brunswick at the time was
ranked pretty high in the state. It was
a great game. It probably could have
gone either way but we ended up
losing 2-1. After that game the kids
were upset. Kearny only had three
losses on the year – Hopewell Valley
who got to their sectional final,
Roxbury who got past their sectional
final and us.”
Junior center-midfielder Allie

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More was on the minds of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team after being ranked in the
top-20 at the end of the 2004 season.
Despite their ranking, the Raider girls
failed to win a title and that was foremost on their minds this season.
“It’s nice to get ranked. It’s nice for
the girls, but winning the tournaments
means a little bit more than where
you finished ranked in the polls,”
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing said
in a pre-season interview.
The 2005 Raiders had a shaky start
but, by Union County Tournament
time, they revved their engine
smoothly enough to capture their first
county title with a 1-0 victory over
Oak Knoll and finish their season
with an 11-5-3 record.
“We had high hopes. We had a

Hambleton, who will be a team captain next year, provided the majority
of the offensive clout, sinking 14 goals
while providing seven assists. To date,
Hambleton was selected First Team
All-Union County (UC) and received
All-State recognition – Coaches poll.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A DEMONSTRATION OF SCHOOL SPIRIT…Hundreds of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students enthusiastically
cheered for the boys soccer team in the Group 3 championship game between the Raiders and Ocean City.

MEREDITH MAKES MULTITUDE OF GREAT SAVES

Soccer Raiders Handed, 2-0,
Defeat in Group 3 Title Game
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very few high school boys soccer
coaches have appeared in as many
group championships as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky whose teams have won
seven Group 3 titles in 12 appearances. Although controlling the tempo
for three-quarters of the Group 3 title
game, the Raiders came out on the
short end of a 2-0 decision won by the
Ocean City Red Raiders at The College of New Jersey on November 18.
In the first 20 minutes, the 24-0-1
Red Raiders would prove why they
have been ranked No. 1 in the state as
they handily beat the Raiders to the
ball and launched nine unanswered
wicked shots on goal. Midfielder Mike
Mousaw won a scramble and drilled
a shot into the left corner of the goal
with 32:46 remaining in the first half
to give Ocean City a 1-0 lead.
“We knew they were going to come

out strong in the beginning. We have
been here a few times. We understand
the emotion that goes with the team.
Unfortunately, the kid hits a goal, a
once in a lifetime goal,” said
Breznitsky.
During that onslaught, the score
could have been three or four to nothing if it wasn’t for the outstanding
performance from Raider junior
keeper Brian Meredith. Of those nine
shots, six caused him to either leap,
dive, block or bat the ball away.
“He made the saves that a good

Piscataway, 2-1, in a double-overtime, sudden death.
The Devils’ key wins were: Scotch
Plains, 3-1, Newark Academy, 2-0,
and a double whammy over Cranford,
2-1 and 1-0.
“We had numerous games where
we were in double digits with our
shots and had one goal to show for.
They were not quality shots and that’s
really tough. We just could not get the
job done. In addition, we suffered numerous injuries and they kept adding
up,” said Blue Devil Head Coach Katie
Egan. “What matters at the end of the
day is who put the ball in the goal.”
Junior forward Erin McCarthy led
the Devils in scoring with nine goals
and one assist. Sophomore forward
Corrine Parkinson netted eight goals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight seniors will soon be graduating but this year’s Westfield High
School girls’ soccer team that finished 9-7-3 looks forward to a strong
2006 season. Although their statistics showed them to be an even better
team, the primary concern was to put
the ball in the net.
Four of the team’s losses came at
the feet of 20th-ranked East
Brunswick, Kearny, Montclair and a
2-1, overtime setback to Ridge. In
the Union County Tournament,
(UCT) the Devils tortured Linden, 40, then lost to Rahway, 2-0, in the
quarterfinal round. Despite a strong
second-half performance in the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
quarterfinals, the Devils bowed to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Yes, You Can . . .

THE TAVERN AT STAGE HOUSE

Yes, You Can . . .
Book your birthday, retirement, wedding or
holiday party . . . in our historic setting.

Yes, You Can . . .
Bring your kids every Saturday and Sunday
between 11:30am and 4pm to enjoy a great
meal and the kids are on us!

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our Stage House Tavern menu . . .
in our “New” smoke-free area

MCCARTHY, PARKINSON LED IN GOALS

Lady Blue Devils Were
Competitive in Soccer

goalkeeper needs to make. He had his
angles right. He came out when should
come out. He was in tune with the
game. He’s the best goalkeeper in the
state in my opinion,” Breznitsky said
of Meredith. “But, I will say this
much, their goalkeeper played a great
game also. He did a great job of
coming out on balls.”
After weathering that storm of Red
Raiders, the 18-5 Raiders took over
offensively and pressed the attack on
Ocean City senior keeper Mike Dugan

Reserve a table between 5pm and 6pm and enjoy a glass of champagne
compliments of the house! (No reservations after 6pm)

THE TAVERN AT

David B. Corbin (October 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER IN ASSISTS…Senior Kelly Rigano, No. 21, led the Raider girls with 15
assists. She also netted six goals and was selected All-Union County Second Team
Coaches’ poll.

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj
908 322 4224

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Address
City

State

$1,325,000

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

WESTFIELD

Mint Condition Colonial nestled on a private lane in the hear of Wychwood featuring a traditional entrance hall leading to a Formal Living Room w/fireplace;
Formal Dining Room w/corner cabinets open to a wonderful Sunroom; large Eat-In Kitchen w/center island, built in desk and window seat; 1st floor Study/Office
w/pine paneling; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½ baths and nicely finished Recreation Room. Just a hop skip and a jump to Wilson School! WSF1006

Name

Cash

Check

Charge

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

CC #

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004

Exp. Date

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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Devil’s Den

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
Westfield 50, Plainfield 43, Tie 7
1900
1901
1903
1905
1907

––
––
—
—
—

1908

—

1909
1910
1911
1912
1913

—
––
—
––
—

1914
1915

—
—

1916

—

1917
1919
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Tie
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Tie
Westfield
Plainfield
Tie
Tie
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

26-0
NA
15-0
24-0
6-6
11-0
12-6
5-0
35-6
6-0
37-6
19-7
20-6
26-7
19-0
7-0
6-0
0-0
7-3
39-0
6-0
28-0
19-0
3-0
18-0
7-2
20-0
21-0
13-6
0-0
7-6
7-0
0-0
0-0
13-0
20-0
13-0
1-0
12-6
12-0
6-0
32-12
14-6
19-6
33-7
14-6
27-14
25-6
6-0
21-0

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

1977
—
1978
—
1979
—
1980
—
1981
—
1982
—
1983
—
1984
—
1985
—
1986
—
1987
—
1988
—
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—
1990
—
1991
—
1992
—
1993
—
1994
—
1995
—
1996
—
1997 —
1998
––
1999
––
2000
—
2001
—
2002
––
2003
––
2004
––

Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield

19-6
19-12
21-0
7-0
13-7
13-6
27-7
14-12
13-7
21-0
33-12
12-7
25-21
45-0
49-6
12-6
27-6
20-0
31-14
9-6
34-0
14-0
38-0
6-2
3-2
14-0
28-6
21-3
14-6
14-0
0-0
27-14
35-6
7-6
14-7
21-6
28-0
14-9
0-0
20-7
28-20
38-7
22-7
21-7
20-14
42-25
24-21
14-6
9-7
40-0

Tackling The Tough Questions
On Eve of WHS-PHS No. 101
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As we await tomorrow’s 11 a.m.
kickoff at Kehler Stadium, in the 101st
renewal of the Westfield-Plainfield
football rivalry, a couple of things
come to mind and the Den thought it
would be a nice time to reflect on some
of them.
Question: A lot of people on the
Westfield online forum seem to think
there’s a problem with the work ethic
of the WHS football coaches, and how
hard they push the kids to keep them
competitive in a very difficult conference.
Den says: Does anybody remember
“Health Club”? That was a summer
training program back in the 1960s
and ’70s that was basically run by the
captains and the seniors. They would
do calisthenics, lifting, drills and running plays, three nights a week, all
summer; then four a week in early
August and five just before practice
actually started. Attendance was kept,
and those who did not attend found
their playing time cut short when the
season arrived. (LBI in the summer
meant bench in the fall.)
Question: A lot of people on the
Westfield online forum — and some
others too — seem to think it’s time for
WHS football coach Ed Tranchina to
step down, after 19 seasons, the last
two being probably his two worst.
Den says: These people probably
had relatives in Tuscaloosa, Ala., who
wanted to get rid of Bear Bryant after
back-to-back poor seasons in 1969
and 1970. Or maybe they were on the
anti-Joe Paterno bandwagon the last

DeLaFuente Named Swim Scholastic All-American
Jackie DeLaFuente, a 2005
Westfield High School graduate and
daughter of Rich and Vilma
DeLaFuente of Westfield, has been
designated a “Scholastic All-American” by USA Swimming, the national
governing body for competitive swimming. Jackie is one of 30 Scholastic
All-Americans from New Jersey, and
one of nine from her team, Berkeley
Aquatic Club in Berkeley Heights.
The program recognizes scholarathletes who have completed sopho-

more, junior or senior year of high
school with a minimum 3.5 GPA and
who have competed at the Sectional
level of swimming or higher, such as
the U.S. Open, Senior Nationals,
World Championships or Open Water Nationals. The Sectional meet is
faster than the NJ Junior Olympic
Championships.
Jackie, who earned the 4.0 GPA pin
from USA Swimming, competed in
100-and 200-yard breaststroke at the
Eastern Zone Sectional meet held last

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

March at the Nassau County Aquatic
Center, Long Island, NY.
Jackie trained six days a week with
Berkeley Aquatic Club under the direction of Head Coach Jim Wood.
Her commitment to the sport also
included her participation on the
Westfield High School girls’ varsity
swim team. Jackie is now a freshman
at Amherst College in Massachusetts.
She is a member of the varsity
women’s swimming team led by
Coach Nick Nichols.

few years in State College, Pa. Sure,
we’d all like the wins to be more
plentiful, and that certainly includes
Tranchina and his veteran staff. But
the Den has always felt it’s the players
who win games, not the coaches, and
that’s in every sport and at every level
— little league, high school, college
and professional — since the beginning of time. This year has been especially frustrating because it appears
WHS has the players to be competitive with every team on its schedule,
not just Scotch Plains and Cranford.
The Den can recall when people
around here felt Gary Kehler’s offense
was too old-fashioned and couldn’t
win anymore after his 1975 team went
5-4. And look what happened the next
few years, some of the greatest teams
in school history.
Question: There are some folks who
would love to see Plainfield dropped
as WHS’s Thanksgiving Day rival,
and replaced by Scotch Plains, or even
Cranford.
Den says: How soon can we make
that happen? Plainfield is our big rival
one day of the year (Thanksgiving).
They are not a rival of any consequence in any other sport the other 364
days. Scotch Plains and Cranford, on
the other hand, are the biggest games
of the year in many sports: boys and
girls soccer, gymnastics, girls swimming, basketball, baseball, softball and
track. Plus they’re among the biggest
in most of the other sports. Even
Plainfield coach Clinton Jones has
told a Bridgewater reporter that he’d
rather play Elizabeth on Thanksgiving Day. Make it happen soon, please?
Question: Plainfield has won the
last two Thanksgiving Day games;
who leads the rivalry?
Den says: Westfield owns a 50-437 advantage through the first 100
games. And hopefully that will be 5143-7 when the teams leave the field
around 1:45 p.m. tomorrow.
Remember: Tomorrow is a “BLUE
OUT” on the Westfield side. Everybody wear, bring or shake something
blue, a hat, sweatshirt, pom-poms,
whatever. No Abercrombie stuff, B-LU-E!!!

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD L EVEL 2004

DEN TRIVIA
Who was the Plainfield coach who
pulled his team off the field during the
WHS-PHS football game on Nov. 15,
1941?
AMAZING SEASON
Jeff Perrella capped one of the greatest cross country seasons ever by a
WHS runner, finishing third at last
Saturday’s NJSIAA Meet of Champions in Holmdel Park. His time, 15:50,
tied the 25-year-old school record for
the course, set by WHS Hall of Famer
Cliff Sheehan.
Perrella won just about every time
he raced, capturing the Watchung
Conference, Union County, North 2
Group 4 and state Group 4 crowns. It’s
too bad longtime coach Walt Clarkson
passed away last year, because he
would’ve been the first guy to congratulate Perrella on his tremendous
accomplishments.
THIS AND THAT
Last week we mentioned that John
Dugan was the first Blue Devil center/
defensive end to wear No. 58 (his number was switched from 80 when he
moved to center) since 1970 all-stater
Bob Harvey. Well, apparently we missed
at least one other former center/DE —
1979’s Harry Bourque. Quick to point
out our mistake was faithful reader Paul
(The Other No. 66 in the ’70s) Harbaugh.
… Sadly, Blair Academy football star
Kurt Socha passed away last week, never
coming out of the coma he went into
after suffering an injury in a game vs.
Hill (Pa.). … WHS swimmer Alexi
Kuzka underwent surgery last week for
a tumor in her leg. The sophomore hopes
to return to the lineup when WHS hosts
Mount St. Mary (and St. Joseph of
Metuchen) on Jan. 17.
OUT-OF-STATE STUFF
Never was there a better nickname for
a high school football field. Last Friday
night, before an overflow crowd around
10,000, Heartbreak Ridge — home of
the Neshaminy (Pa.) Redskins — turned
into exactly that for my new hometown
team. The Redskins were hosting
Downingtown East and its record-breaking quarterback Pat Devlin in the PIAA
AAAA Eastern semifinals.
Neshaminy scored with about sixplus minutes left in a wild shootout to
go up 38-28 and I headed for my car,
figuring to catch the last six minutes
on the radio as I drove home and tried
to thaw out. Six minutes ended up an
eternity. I sat in front of my house, car
engine running, listening to the radio
as Devlin (16-for-27, 338 yards passing; 77 yards rushing), a 6-foot-4,
205-pounder on a full ride to the University of Miami, led his team back.
After breaking the state record with
over 4,000 passing yards this season
— Pennsylvania has produced some
QBs you might’ve heard of, named

Marino, Namath, Kelly, Montana,
among others — he quickly hit a touchdown pass to make it 38-35.
Neshaminy was then forced to punt
for the first time in the game and the
punt snap went into the end zone, for a
safety and now it was 38-37. After the
free kick, Devlin ran the ball five straight
times on QB draws and scrambles, and
with 0:10 showing on the clock sneaked
in for the winning score: 45-38. A 24point fourth quarter!
(Oh, not that anybody noticed, but
there were no black socks worn by
either team.)
And Saturday night in Akron’s Rubber Bowl, the earth shook as mighty
Massillon stunned Canton McKinley
21-3! The win avenged a 38-8 loss just
three weeks earlier and sent the Tigers
into this Saturday’s Region final against
unbeaten Lakewood St. Edward’s,
which upset Ohio’s top team, Cleveland Glenville, in the other semifinal.
Over 16,000 watched Massillon get
within two games of its first state championship in over 30 years.
A VOTE FOR MVC
In last week’s Den, we noted about
the possible demise of the Watchung
Conference, and some possible conferences WHS could be joining in the near
future. We asked for your opinions, and
we got one response. And I thought the
Den had so many opinioned readers.
“Geographical concerns should win
out, especially with the rising price of
gas. Also safety and time issues should
be considered for players, coaches
and parents. The Skyland would offer
the best competition, but the schools
are too far away, so my vote is for the
Mountain Valley.
“The conference could be revamped
with Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford
in a division that would include Union
Catholic, Rahway, Johnson and maybe
Governor Livingston.”
David Lazarus – Fanwood
Hopefully by next week we’ll get
more opinions on what conference —
Skyland, Mountain Valley, Greater
Middlesex or Iron Hills — would be
the best fit for Westfield.
TRIVIA ANSWER
Jack Liddy was the Plainfield coach.
He felt there was unfair calls by the
officials and took his team home after
a WHS touchdown tied the game at 66. That ended athletic contests between the two schools until Nov. 23,
1944, when WHS won 12-0 in the first
Thanksgiving Day meeting between
the two schools. Sophomore Bobby
Dougherty passed for one touchdown
and ran for the other.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scholastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions or trivia questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
Since 1906

PRISTINE AND SPACIOUS FIVE BEDROOM
COLONIAL HOME
Immaculate and charming is this spacious Colonial situated in a quiet family
neighborhood offering 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, an updated Kitchen with
breakfast bar, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace and builtins, Den, Mudroom and Laundry Room, hardwood floors, close to
downtown Westfield and New York City transportation.
Offered for $639,900.

CHARMING CAPE COD HOME OFFERING
IDEAL LOCATION
Charm abounds in this Cape Cod home located on a quiet street boasting a
newer eat-in kitchen w/granite counters and state of the art appliances,
living room w/fireplace, dining room w/sliders to a custom built deck &
fenced yard w/new sod, master bedroom w/sitting room, new central air,
new furnace and new roof, crown molding & recroom.
Offered for $500,000.

On an apple orchard in Scotch Plains
Center Hall Colonial on over one acre of privacy. 4 bedrooms, 3 ½
baths, updated eat-in kitchen adjoining family room with wood
burning fireplace and French doors to large patio. Large living
room, formal dining room and first floor laundry. Finished basement
with hardwood floors, full bath, recreation room and office.
WSF0825
Offered at $769,000.

IMMACULATE AND UPDATED 4 BEDROOM
COLONIAL ON A CUL-DE-SAC

CHARMING 4 B EDROOM COLONIAL IN
A QUIET WESTFIELD NEIGHBORHOOD

Pristine 4 Bedroom Colonial located on a quiet cul-de-sac. New
renovations include: custom moldings & doors, newer windows, hardwood
floors, family room with new gas fireplace, first floor laundry, sprawling
patio, newer eat-in Kitchen, formal Dining Room & Living Room with
fireplace, Master Bedroom with new private bath and new main bathroom.
Offered for $625,000.

Lovely 4 bedroom Colonial home in quiet neighborhood boasting 4
Bedrooms, a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen and stainless steel appliances.
Formal Living and Dining Rooms underlain by hardwood floors, new
Powder Room, finished Recreation Room, central air and new deck
overlooking park-like property. Walking distance to NYC train.
Offered for $679,000.

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL B ROKERAGE
Kimberley A. Haley
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

The Gardens of Westfield
LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! Center Hall Colonial on a
fabulous tree lined street. A great opportunity, owned by local contractors
this home can be purchased either “as is” or completely renovated. Living
room w/fireplace, large formal dining room, sunroom, 4 bedrooms with
two full baths. WSF0986
Offered at $849,000.
©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Donna Perch
Direct Dial: (908) 301-2056
www.DonnaPerch.com
Email: Donna.Perch@CBMoves.com

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-5555
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Blue Devil Boys Rose to Be
Above Average Soccer Team
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Compliments of Alex Cena shaleridge.net for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO STOP THE ASSASSASIN…Vikings Liz Douress, No. 25, and
Nicole Palumbo, No. 5, attempt to block a kill attempt from Secaucus star Cory
Roesing, No. 17 in the first round of the Tournament of Champions. Roesing
finished with 19 kills.

UC Viking V’ball Girls Edged
In Tournament of Champions
The Union Catholic High School
girls volleyball team was edged, 2523, 25-20, by Secaucus in the first
round of the Tournament of Champions in Hackensack on November 17.
Joanne Schurtz led the 30-4, No. 3
ranked Vikings with 11 kills. Paige
Rusnock notched eight kills and
Courtney Harris made six kills.
Middle Blocker Cory Roesing contributed to 24-1, fifth-ranked
Secaucus’ victory with 19 kills and
two blocks.
The Vikings used a triple-block
strategy to handle Roesing for most

of the first game. With Game 1 tied,
23-23, Roesing notched a kill and
followed with a cut shot to give
Secaucus Game 1. In Game 2, the
Vikings had a 20-16 lead but Kristen
Bronowich served out the final eight
points for Secaucus.
Secaucus advanced to face topranked Pascack Valley in the semifinals on November 19 at William Paterson Paterson in Wayne and won, 2725, 25-19. No. 4 Paramus defeated
No. 6 Cherry Hill East then won the
title with a 25-22, 25-23, victory over
Secaucus.

Raider Gymnasts Look
For Balance Next Year
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hard work, heart and determination became the focus of this years
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Varsity Gymnastics team. Listing 13
gymnasts this year, this young and
inexperienced team was not as talented as the competition, however it
was not because of a lack of effort and
hard work.
With just a few experienced individuals, it was not enough to carry the
team to the top; however, they were
competitive in every event in every
meet.
“They could not have performed
better or could have been more successful,” said Raider Head Coach Lisa
Cerchio. “We had four juniors, four
sophomores and five freshmen, that’s
it. We had several gymnasts who took
to the sport for the first time in their
lives. The positive thing is that we’ll
look forward to a stronger team next

year. Everyone will be returning. In
addition, I look forward to a group of
incoming freshmen. From the beginning of the season, this is a team that
has worked hard during practice and
improved their skills and routines
immensely – not to mention the development of their friendship and
team spirit.”
The Raiders, who finished fourth
overall at the Union County Gymnastic
championships, were led by junior
Natalie Capoccia, who placed ninth allaround and second on the balance beam.
Freshmen Kelly Cianciotta placed third
on the floor, seventh on the balance
beam and finished eighth all-around.
In the State Sectional Meet at Wayne
Hills High School on November 5,
Laurel Devlin and sophomore Annie
Smith qualified and competed with
Capoccia and Cianciotta. The Raiders
look forward to a strong and competitive team next year while improving
on scores and personal bests.

Junior Nick Barba could be called
“Mr. Versatility” because he played
nearly every position on the team.
Early in the season, he played as a
central midfielder. Due to the
midseason injuries, he was moved to
the back but he later moved up to the
front and tallied two goals and an
assist. Barba was also selected AllUC First Team.
“You ask about guys in the back
and guys up front. He was all of the
above,” Kapner said.
Senior four-year varsity starter Tom
Taylor also was called upon to play
nearly every position. While up front,
he scored four goals and had three
assists. Taylor and junior left back
Kevin Hennessey, who helped secure
the defense, were both selected Second Team All-UC.
“He was the one steady player who
gave us some continuity back there,”
said Kapner of Hennessey.
Offensively juniors Roberto
Olivares notched two goals and five
assists, Vincent Clark contributed
three goals and an assist and Andy
Brill scored three goals. Jon Ramalho
had two goals and an assist, Kevin
Maus had a goal and two assists and
Tom Parkinson scored one goal. Seniors Jeff Thomashow and Tad Walsh
each had an assist and sophomore
Dan Strauss scored two goals.
Sophomore goalie Greg O’Brien

Raider Soccer Girls Hit Goal
Of Winning a Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“As the season wore on, she really
became the leader on the field. She
was a positive force for the kids. She
was all over the field. She is a tremendous athlete,” said Ewing.
Senior Co-Captain Kelly Rigano, a
four-year starter, definitely set up scoring with 15 assists while scoring six
goals herself. Rigano took the corner
kicks and indirect plays. She was named
All-UC Second Team and received NJ
Coaches All-State recognition.
“She was a leader on the field. She
didn’t lead with her voice but with the
way she played. She didn’t like losing. She was aggressive. She set everybody up,” said Ewing.
Junior sweeper Allie Zazzali – a
team captain for 2006 – whose primary job was securing the defense
also managed to score three goals and
have three assists. Zazzali was selected All-UC First Team Coaches
and received All-State recognition.
“Allie was the voice of our defense.
Everybody looks up to her. She was a
leader in the back,” Ewing said.
Junior goalkeeper Lauren Mains –
a team captain for 2006 – recorded
eight shutouts this season and finished with a .987 goals against per
game average. Mains, who also netted a goal, was selected Coaches’ AllUC Second Team.
“I think Lauren is the best goalie in
Union County and one of the best in
the state. She has tremendous hands,
tremendous ability. She actually could
be a field player for us. She is the
anchor back there,” Ewing said.
Senior Hallie Mintz – Second Team
All-UC and All-State recognition –

A wonderful property on a desirable tree-lined street is the setting for this newly listed nine
room colonial. The first floor boasts a Living Room with fireplace, formal Dining Room, Kitchen
with Breakfast Area, Family Room, Den and Powder Room. The second floor hosts a magnificent
sun-filled Master Suite with cathedral ceiling, walk-in closets, built-ins and a stunning marble
Bath with whirlpool and separate shower. Three other generous Bedrooms are located on this
level as well as two additional full Baths. Located within walking distance to top ranked
Westfield schools, this home awaits a proud new owner. WSF0875 $899,000

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2004

Direct Line: 301-2014

E-mail: suechecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

recorded four shutouts in 18 games
and totaled 112 saves while allowing
23 goals. O’Brien literally inherited
the position.
“We came into the season with the
goalkeeping position completely open
because two of our goalies chose not
to come out. He was a pleasant surprise,” said Kapner.
One of the highlight victories of
the season was the Blue Devils’ 2-1,
double-overtime win over the Raiders on October 26.
“Tom Breznitsky has created a great
program. They won the section and
got to the county final. I guess everybody uses it as a benchmark. To win
that game was good but it is just one
game in the season,” said Kapner.
Because the bulk of the varsity was
comprised mostly of juniors and with
strong sophomores, the outlook for
next year definitely looks promising
but Kapner is looking for more.
“We still need finishers. Having a
real, live finisher, I haven’t seen any in
this program in quite a while. Six goals
for a high scorer is not enough,” he said.
“Last year, record wise, we were a poor
team. This year, I felt we got back to an
above average team. Given the history
of this program, above average is not
good enough anymore. We want to take
that step above that, back to championship caliber. To do that we need a finisher or two or three.”

908-233-5555

contributed two goals and four assists. Colleen LaForge – All-UC Third
Team – netted three goals and three
assists, Lisa Camarda – All-UC Third
Team – had three goals and two assists and senior Meaghan Kelly – UC
Honorable Mention – contributed two
goals and an assist. Sophomore back
Bridget Cornwell, who had an assist,
was named All-UC Third Team and
sophomore Alana Bencivegno, who
netted four goals and two assists, was
an Honorable Mention.
Molly Meehan netted two goals and
three assists. Lauren Weisbrod, Megan
Silk and Hailey Mroczek each had two
goals. Kim Appezato had an assist.
The Raiders will have the bulk of
their team return next year, so the
outlook for success looks promising.
“This year, we had three seniors
start,” said Ewing. “We had a number
of freshmen, sophomores and juniors
who had a significant amount of playing time. We have a total of 20 kids
returning. So, hopefully the prognosis is good.”

Compliments of Alex Cena shaleridge.net for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING HIM TO THE BALL…Raider Matt Fleissner, No. 12, hustles to beat
his Ocean City opponent to the ball during the Group 3 Championship game held
at The College of New Jersey on November 18.

Soccer Raiders Handed, 2-0,
Defeat in Group 3 Title Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

who took his turn at performing heroic saves for the remainder of the
game. In the final 20 minutes of the
first half, senior forward Sean Young,
sophomore forward Mike Devisio and
sophomore midfielder Jarek Cohen
took shots on goal.
The Raiders’ fury in the second
half made it seem that they should
have been the No. 1 ranked team as
they out-shot the Red Raiders, 10-3,
and forced keeper Dugan to make
seven more great saves. In the meantime, Meredith made two saves and
added two important stops of balls
that were not shots on goal.
Raider senior Jeff Bell, known for
his long and accurate throw-ins, found
Young in the box several times in the
half but most of his headers were
deflected by Dugan. Once, however,
Young’s header was deflected by
Dugan but Raider senior midfielder
Matt Fleissner ran to it and ripped a
shot that just missed. Moments later,
Young’s header slipped to the far post
where Divisio booted a shot off the
crossbar. On two other occasions,
Young had breakaways down the
middle but Dugan charged forward
just in time to smother the ball before
he could get off a solid shot.

Despite the continuous pelting of
Ocean City’s goal, it was the Red
Raiders who got a goal when senior
Ryan Scully ripped a shot from rightto-left into the lower, left corner with
5:53 remaining to virtually ice the
game. Interestingly, however, the
Raiders immediately charged back
and believed they had a chance to get
back in the game when an apparent
handball in front of the Ocean City
goal went unnoticed by the referee.
“We certainly blew our opportunities. The game, without a doubt, should
have been equal three times. It was
absolutely horrendous. Everybody in
the place sees the handball except him
(ref),” stated Breznitsky. “I wasn’t
overly impressed. Not one of their
three goal scorers scored a goal. The
kids who scored the goals were once in
a lifetime goal. I give our kids all the
credit, anytime you get to the state
final. We won the sectional three years
in a row. When you get here, it’s the
last game being played. Sometimes it
goes your way. Sometimes it doesn’t.
We didn’t come home with the championship but we were the better of the
match if you ask me.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Ocean City

0
1

0
1

0
2
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WF Y ‘B’ Swim Boys Beaten
By Ridgewood Y, 105-98
The Westfield Y boys “B” swim
team lost a close meet to the
Ridgewood Y’s boys team on November 11 and 12.
8U: Kevin Clauss touched second
in the 25 back and third in the 25
breast, while Owen Colwell touched

Leischner Helps Mules
Win Soccer Crown

David B. Corbin (October 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER IN SCORING…Junior forward Erin McCarthy, No. 13, led the Blue
Devils in scoring with nine goals. Sophomore forward Corrine Parkinson, not
shown, was right behind her with eight goals.

Lady Blue Devils Were
Competitive in Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and two assists. Senior midfielder
Andrea Hollander led in assists with
six and netted two goals.
Perhaps the key to the Devils’ success was outstanding senior Co-Captain/goalkeeper Lauren Sinnenberg,
who played in 18 games, chalked up
92 saves (5.1) saves per game and
allowed 22 total goals (1.2).
“She was the experienced person at
the back. She anchored the team and
really had a big job to do back there.
Claire Bennett, our backup keeper
was lost the entire season, therefore
we had no one to go to. It was all
Sinnenberg,” said Egan.
Junior defender and sweeper Gillian
Kape was quite a threat with her speed
and aggressiveness. Senior Co-Captain Allison Bridgman suffered a season long injury but her leadership
shifted momentum the Devils’ way in
many games. Senior stopper Miriam
Becker-Cohen, senior outside full-

back Abby Chazanow, MaryKate
Luker, Lindsey Sauerwein and Julie
Shelman added plenty of support.
Young faces in the mix were sophomores Christina and Catherine
Cognetti and Stephanie Corinthal.
“People must remember that we
are a young team. I have four senior
starters on the field,” said Egan. “I’m
thinking next year is going to be a
very good year. We have four starting
seniors who we’re losing, however
we have a lot of returning players
who have some solid varsity experience and are very good players. We’re
not going to be big. Big is not our
thing, but we’re fast and we’re smart
and they really know the game. We
will be working on finishing because
that killed us this year.”
The Devils are very optimistic about
next year with the return of Kape and
McCarthy who will be the leaders on
their respective sides of the field.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO RE-BID

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 5,
2005 AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME
FOR THE

INVITATION TO RE-BID

RENTAL OF EQUIPMENT FOR
PLOWING AND HAULING SNOW
FROM THE STREETS, WALKWAYS
AND PARKING LOTS IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD. EQUIPMENT TO BE
RENTED ON AN HOURLY BASIS WITH
OPERATOR
INCLUDES
DUMP
TRUCKS, (TWO AXLE TANDEM) FRONT
END LOADERS, BULLDOZERS AND
GRADERS. BIDDERS MUST COMPLY
WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER
127 PL 1975 SUPPLEMENT TO THE
LAW AGAINST DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION).
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PROCURED ($25.00) AT THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC
WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE,
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY
AND ALL BIDS, IF IN THE INTEREST OF
THE TOWN, IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE
TO DO SO.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 11/24/05, The Leader Fee: $37.23

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday,
December 5, 2005, for the “2005 FURNISHING AND DELIVERY OF A MECHANICS TRUCK”, more specifically defined as follows:
ITEM 1 - MECHANICS TRUCK,
FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE WITH
UTILITY BODY
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield, in the amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to insure execution of the contract.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action).
All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof
of registration will disqualify the bid.
Specifications may be seen or procured
($25.00) at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 11/24/05, The Leader Fee: $36.21

ALLENTOWN, PA. – Freshman
back Greg Leischner of Scotch
Plains helped the Muhlenberg College men’s soccer team to the Centennial Conference championship
in 2005.
Leischner played in 17 games,
starting 15 at right back, and was a
key part of a defense that allowed
only 20 goals in 19 matches and
recorded eight shutouts.
“Greg had a solid season for
being a freshman and playing in
almost every game,” said Head
Coach Sean Topping. “We see him
staying in the back for us next
year.”
Muhlenberg ended the year with
a record of 13-6 after falling to
Wesleyan in overtime in the first
round of the NCAA Division III

third in the 25 free. Claus, Colwell,
Michael Moriarty and Tomasso
Wagner placed second in the 100free relay.
9-10s: Tommy Pyle placed second
in the 50 fly, as did Stephen Husch in
the 50 free and in the 50 breast.
Connor Moore placed third in the
100 IM and 50 back. Moore, Husch,
Mark Trinkle and Ryan Thomas
placed third in the 200-free relay.
11-12s: Jonathin Drori placed first
in the 50 fly and second in the 50
breast, while Chris Morrissey placed
second in the 50 back. Drori,
Morrissey, Danny Paolillo and Robert Lockatelli finished second in the
200-free relay.
13-14s: Adam Metz (100 fly),
Carson Foley (100 back) and Dorian
Bogdanovski (100 free) placed second. Metz, Foley, Bogdanovski and
Kyle Eipel finished second in the
200-free relay.
15-18s: Brian Carr placed second
in the 200 IM and Brian Hart touched
second in the 100 back. Carr, Hart,
Greg Blanton and Justin Lo placed
second in the 200-free relay, while
Brian Correa, Chris Joyce, Mike
Cifelli and James Kazazis got third
place.

Westfield 5K Turkey Trot
Set for November 26
The Westfield 5-Mile Turkey Trot,
in its 22nd year, and Westfield Midas
PracticeHard Mile will be held on
Saturday, November 26, at Tamaques
Park in Westfield. The one-mile
course is run entirely inside the park.
The 5-Miler (USATF certified and
500 point Grand Prix) will begin and
end in the park with the bulk of the
run on the residential streets of
Westfield.
The morning will kick off with the
1-Mile event at 10:30 a.m., to be
followed by the 5-Mile Run at 11
a.m., and capped off with the “new”
100-meter Backwards Run. There will
be refreshments and awards after the
race. Hot chicken soup along with
bagels and other snacks will be fea-

tured.
There will be a $200 cash drawing
at the awards ceremony – all participants are entered. There will be awards
to top finishers as well as random
prize giveaways. New this year will
be a baggage check area, improved
parking, improved 5K course, a carnival Wheel of Chance, and the 100meter Backwards Run.
All details, application and online
registration can be found at
www.PracticeHard.com or by calling (908) 245-3000.

See photos on Web!

www.goleader.com

WF ‘Y’ Boys’ A Team Beats
Somerset Valley ‘Y’, 105-94
The Westfield Y Devilfish boys’ A
team, led by Head Coach Paul
Casazza, won its November 12 season opener the Somerset Valley Y,
105-94.
In the 8&Unders, Ryan Daniel
placed first in the 25 free and 25 back,
Jack Rose placed first in the 25 breast
and 25 fly, Jordan Hickman was second in the 25 breast and third in the 25
free, Jake Lessner took third in the 25
breast. Daniel, Rose, Hickman and
Angelo Dente won the 100-free relay.
In the 9-10s, Matthew Daniel placed
first in the 100 IM and the 50 fly,
Anthony Gurrieri earned first in the 50
free and second in the 50 fly, Tyler
Lessner achieved second in the 100
IM, Garrett Williamson garnered first
in the 50 breast, Max Shin got first in
the 50 back and second in the 50
breast, and David Adsit placed second
in the 50 free. Gurrieri, Lessner, Shin
and Daniel won the 100-free relay.

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

In the 11-12s, Ryan Hobson earned
first in the 50 back and third in the 50
fly, Michael Rizzo garnered second
in the 100 IM and the 50 breast, Sean
Clark placed second in the 50 free
and Brennan Haley achieved second
in the 50 fly.
In the 13-14s, Matt Meserole garnered first in the 200 IM and the 100
back, Mike Oster got first in the 100
free and second in the 100 fly, Matt
Morgan earned first in the 100 breast
and second in the 200 IM, Larry Zhang
placed first in the 100 fly and second in
the 100 breast, Jonathan Kosenick got
second in the 100 free and the 100 back,
Andrew Cordeiro earned third in the
200 IM and Max Blum placed third in
the 100 free. Meserole, Morgan, Blum
and Oster won the 200-free relay.
In the 15-18s, Phil Anton placed
first in the 100 breast, Matt Miller
earned second in the 200 back and
third in the 200 IM, Luke Baran
achieved second in the 100 free and
third in the 100 fly, Mike Fragna
garnered third in the 100 free and
third in the 200 back and Brian Pesin
earned third in the 100 breast.

PAL ALL-STARS…Five members of the Westfield PAL “A” football team
played on the Suburban Youth Football League South Division All-Star team,
which defeated the North 19-6. Pictured, left to right, behind Coach Owen Brand
are: Guard Gerald Schuman, WR Hugo Nolasco, Guard Andrew Arnold, WR
Patrick Gray and QB Wesley Belle.

WF Y ‘B’ Swim Girls Fall
To Montclair Y, 107-101
The Westfield Y girls “B” swim
team lost 107-101 to Montclair on
November 12.
8Us: Shannon Pyle placed first in
the 25 back and Caroline Felix
touched first in the 25 free and third in
the 25 fly. Emily Oster (25 breast),
Hallie Rosenburgh (25 back) and
Caity Collins (25 free) finished second. Caroline Basil touched third in
the 25 breast. Oster, Collins,
Rosenburgh and Felix got first in the
100-free relay while Basil, Marina
Decotiis, Pyle and Madison Shea
placed third.
9-10s: Shannon Sokolow placed
first in the 100 IM and the 50 fly,
while Amy West placed first in the 50
free and second in the 50 back. Molly
McKeown placed second in the 100
IM and third in the 50 breast. Kaitlyn
Lutz (50 free) and Gemma Larche
(50 back) placed third. McKeown,
West, Larche and Sokolow touched

first in the 200-free relay.
11-12s: Carissa Jenkins placed first
in the 50 back and second in the 50 free.
Sarah Crawford touched first in the 50
breast and Meghan Bachmann placed
second in the 50 fly. Jenkins, Lauren
Darchi, Maura Colwell and Claire
Drumbakis placed second in the 200free relay, while Katie Yamano, Allegra
Larche, Anastasia Bogdanovski and
Amanda Sovany touched third.
13-14s: Kelsey Wilson placed first
in the 100 free, while Kathleen
O’Neill (100 free) and Cassie Green
(100 back) took second. Green,
O’Neill, Wilson and Jill Ceasrine
placed first in the 200-free relay.
15-18s: Ruth Stoddard placed first
in the 200 IM and second in the 100
fly. Cathryn Winchester (100 free)
and Caitlyn Oster (100 back) placed
second. Winchester, Oster, Stoddard
and Alex Roll placed second in the
200-free relay.

Westfield Y Girls ‘A’ Trump
Hunterdon Y Swim Girls
The Westfield Area Y Girls’A swim
team recently defeated the Hunterdon
County Y bringing the Devilfish
record to 1-1.
(10Us) R. Zhang and E. Daniel and
(11-12s) O. Scrofani and A. Rose
placed 1-3 in 100 IM. M. Smith (1314) placed second and K. Morgan
(15+) placed first in the 200 IM.
In freestyle, (8Us) J. Mermer and
C. Day, (9-10s) A. Korba and C. Kerr
and (11-12s) E. Franks and C. English placed 2-3 in their events. In
100-yard freestyle, (13-14s) S.
Lemberg and K. Higgins out-touched
their opponents. 15-and-over K.
Johnson placed third.
(11-12s) M. Fleschler, (13-14s) E.
Anderson and (15+) K. Morgan

touched first in breaststroke. Also
scoring were R. Zhang, E. Daniel,
and B. Krakora.
In backstroke, (8Us) C. Day and
(11-12s) O. Scrofani captured first.
(9-10s) A. Korba, A. Bangs and C.
Han swept their event. K. Bangs, M.
Smith and K. Johnson also scored.
In butterfly, (9-10s) C. Whitmer, C.
Kerr and C. Carroll swept the 50-yard
event. (13-14s) S. Lemberg and K.
Higgins touched 1-2. A. Adsit, S.
Thomas, K. Kosenick and A. O’Neill
also scored.
(11-12s) Thomas, Franks, English
and Scrofani; (13-14s) Higgins,
Smith, Budnick and Lemberg; and
(15+) Johnson, Kosenick, Jablons and
Morgan won the 200-free relay.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Joe DeCampo Makes
Wrestling Finals

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
special meeting of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains held on November 17, 2005, the
following decision of the Board was memorialized:
Granted Conditional Use Variances and
Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval
with conditions to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA for additions to the front and
rear of the premises and the expansion of
the parking lot at the property located at
1340 Martine Avenue (Block 11905, Lots
13, 14 & 15), Scotch Plains.
Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary
1 T - 11/24/05, The Times Fee: $12.75

ALLENTOWN, PA. – Sophomore
Joseph DeCampo (Westfield) of the
Muhlenberg College wrestling team
reached the championship final at the
Ursinus Fall Brawl, a tournament that
featured two of the top-10 ranked
teams in Division III.
DeCampo advanced to the 149pound final with a pair of major decisions against wrestlers from Williamson
Trade School and sixth-ranked The
College of New Jersey and a 7-6 decision against a Washington & Lee opponent. He dropped a 3-2 decision to a
Stevens Tech wrestler in the final.
It was the first career tournament
final for DeCampo, who is 6-3 on the
young season, improving his career
record to 19-15. Half of his wins this
year have come by major decision.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO RE-BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday,
December 5, 2005, for:
“2006 COLLECTION AND
MARKETING OF RECYCLABLE MATERIAL IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERING PREMIER WYCHWOOD
LOCATION ON PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC
This spectacular and impressive Wychwood Colonial home, designed by Forefront Designs,
offers quality craftsmanship and custom details throughout its 14 meticulously detailed
rooms. Highlights of this five bedroom, four bathroom residence include a state of the art
gourmet kitchen with separate breakfast room, luxurious master bedroom suite, walk-out
basement w/recroom and office and three car garage. This fine home will be ready for
Spring occupancy. Call today for plans.

Offered at a pre-construction price of $2.5 million
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real
Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Specifications may be seen or procured
at the office of the Town Engineer, Public
Works Center, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey. The non-refundable cost of contract documents is $25.00
made payable to the Town of Westfield,
which must be paid in cash or certified
check. The Mayor and Council reserve the
right to reject any bid, and to waive any
informality in any bid, if in the interest of the
Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 11/24/05, The Times Fee: $46.41
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A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

BEDROOM SET

Cherry set, table w/leaf,
hutch/buffet, 6 chairs.
List $3000 sacrifice $1375.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM SET

Beautiful double pedestal table,
lighted hutch & buffet, 8 padded
chairs.
Still
in
boxes.
List $5200. sell $2395.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

Pillow top. Still in plastic
with mfg. warranty,
sell Queen $119, King $185
Can Deliver. (732) 259-6690
DEPT. 56 HOUSES FOR SALE

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT…Colin Willard of Westfield Troop No. 73 is pictured in the workroom and storage area of Redeemer Lutheran Church and
School, which recently received a complete makeover. Colin designed and built
the storage units, solicited material donations from various businesses and did the
painting and installation as part of the requirements for his Eagle Scout badge.

Dept. 56 Villages & accessories
for sale. Orig. boxes, exc. cond.
List of pieces avail. Need to sell.
Call (908) 206-2831 (day)
or (908) 889-6004 (eve.)
CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance
repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !
~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

New Eyes Gift Shop
Posts Special Hours

HALLOWEEN MASQUERADE…More than 250 local parents and friends
enjoyed a day of “tricks and treats” at the annual Oratory Preparatory School’s
Fall Fashion Show held on Saturday, October 30, at the Bridgewater Marriott.
This year’s theme was a “Halloween Masquerade” and included “enchanted
boutiques,” raffle baskets and “haunting fashions” from a local boutique. Donning her witch hat is Renee Barry of Scotch Plains, the event co-chair along with
Janine Riedinger. To her right is Christopher Barry, her son, a senior model at
the Oratory Prep Fashion Show.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

SHORT HILLS – On Saturday,
December 3, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., New Eyes for the Needy will
open its Jewelry and Giftware
Shop for holiday shopping. These
hours will be offered in addition to
the regular 1 to 3 p.m. Thursday
hours.
The showroom is stocked with
antique and costume jewelry in gold
and silver, collectible silver and
china tabletop items, and many
antique decorative pieces donated
by people from around the country.
Founded in 1932, New Eyes for
the Needy is a nonprofit, volunteer organization that seeks to provide prescription eyeglasses for
needy people in the United States
and abroad.
The New Eyes for the Needy
Gift Shop is located at 549 Millburn
Avenue in Short Hills. For directions and more information, please
call (973) 376-4903 or visit
www.neweyesfortheneedy.org.

HELP WANTED

TEACHER, FIFTH GRADE GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR
EXPERIENCED TEACHER TO
JOIN THE FACULTY AT HIGHLY
REGARDED, SMALL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL IN SHORT
HILLS, known for its innovative
and enriched curriculum. Responsibilities to begin part-time with
current teacher mid-January, and
full-time February 1. Qualities
desired include quick intelligence,
creativity, flexibility, resourcefulness, a sense of humor, enthusiasm for working with ten and
eleven-year-olds, and strong writing, mathematical, and organizational skills. Applicants should email, mail, or fax cover letter and
resume to Mary Wiener, Director, Far Brook School at 52 Great
Hills Road, Short Hills, NJ 07078,
or mwiener@farbrook.org, or
(973) 379-9237
HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
SALES ASSOCIATES/MANAGER

Looking for experienced sales
associates. Must have strong
interpersonal skills to work in highend shop. FAX (201) 863-4640
E-MAIL bd646@verizon.net
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CLASSIFIEDS

8 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror, chest & 2 night
stands. New, still in mgf. box.
Value $6000 sell $2575.
(732) 259-6690
DINING ROOM SET

Thursday, November 24, 2005

Note, Trust deed holders.
Get my FREE Report!
Call (800) 897-7508, 24hrs.
Avoid common mistakes

VERMONT
COUNTRY HOME

OFFICE FOR RENT

Executive Second floor suite
Furnished 800 SQ Ft $1600/mth
Utlities, Internet, Kitchen,
Shared Conf room, Reception,
Parking Included
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

Beautiful home for rent in
Londonderry Vermont. Close to
Stratton, Bromley, Magic, and
Okemo skiing. 3 large
Bedrooms plus huge loft and
family room. Sleeps 10-12. Ideal
for 2-3 families. Many amenities.
Rent year round - daily, weekly.
Discount for Westfield residents.
(908) 789-9072

FOR RENT

Professional Office - 1st Floor,
Suitable for physician, dentist,
lawyer, accountant or architect
in center of Westfield. 1400 sqft.
Call (908) 232-8167 for details

FOR SALE BY OWNER

English Colonial on the Boulevard.
4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Updated
eat-in kitchen, Living room with
fireplace, Sunny den, Back porch
and patio. Lot size 57 x 150, $749.
Call (908) 789-1006
HOUSE FOR SALE

Phillipsburg Spacious House
3BR, 1 Bth, Large Living Room,
Driveway, Above Ground Pool,
Wraparound patio, Close to Rt 78
& 22, Asking $180,000. Serious
Inq. Only. (908) 859-3447
WOODWORKING

ACCENTS WOODWORKING
Custom Cabinetry and finish
carpentry. Mantles, built-ins,
bookcases & vanities. Custom
kitchens & cabinet re-facing.
Portfolio & references.
Bruce Theil (908) 358-2325

OFFICE FOR RENT

Executive 2nd Floor Suite in
Prime Downtown Westfield.
Move-in Condition.
Approx. 1000 sq ft.
Bright & Sunny.
(908) 232-4106
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Newly renovated prestigious
colonial office building,
prime location adjacent to
Municipal Courthouse.
Call Maria at (908) 928-9200
OFFICE FOR RENT

Large attractive psychotherapy
office. Good parking. Available 3
days per week in Westfield.
$600/mo Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626.

HELP WANTED

ShopRite of Clark is seeking to fill
the following positions: Natural
Foods Person, Cashiers, Deli,
Night Crew and various other
positions. All Shifts. Must be able
to work evenings and weekends.
Cashiers must be 16+.
Please visit our website at
www.shopRite.com. Click onto
Careers or visit our store at
76 Central Ave, Clark, NJ
We are an equal opportunity employer.
CLEANING SERVICE

Beata’s, European Cleaning
Service would like to offer you a
variety of services in cleaning.
Feel free to call (201) 328-5585.
SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

Polish woman looking
for more homes to clean.
Good references
& own transportation.
(732) 952-3451

NATIONAL MERIT…Union Catholic students Amy Dooley of Carteret, Thomas Fitzgibbon of Fanwood, Bradley Gelles of Edison, Katherine McGhee of
Edison and Victoria Spellman of Cranford, have been named Commended
Students in the 2006 National Merit Scholarship Program. Each student will be
presented with a letter of commendation from the school and National Merit
Scholarship Corporation. Pictured, left to right, are: Katherine, Amy, Thomas,
Victoria, and Bradley.

Goods & Services You Need!

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER
Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic
NJ State Inspection

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries
• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes
Auto
Care
• Road Service
Center

We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning
Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

908-322-9989
We are fully bonded & insured

138 Elm St • Westfield
908-232-1937

www.mollymaid.com

Professional
Paper Hanging

ROMAN

By Plainfield Restoration
and Reproduction LLC

All Types of Carpentry

PERFECT

Home
Improvements

PAINTING
&
POWER WASHING

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

Spruce up for the Holidays with our
• Professional Wallpaper Removal and
Installation
• Expert Plaster Repairs
• Interior and Exterior Painting

Residential • Commercial

(732) 680-9626

Call (908) 755-8149

Free Estimates

908-272-4456

Fully Insured

RELAX, REFRESH, REJUVENATE

Gift Certificates Available
for the Holidays!
Andrea Mariani, MPA, CMT, NCTMB, CIMI

Tel.

Crystal Clear
Aquarium &
Pond Services

908-472-5170

serenitytherapeuticmassage@msn.com
www.serenitytherapeuticmassage.net



$10 off your first visit
also specializing in
PREGNANCY & POST-NATAL
PARENT-INFANT MASSAGE
CLASSES

Holidays
are Coming!
Make your reservations soon with

✭

812

✭

New customers only

No Tank Too Small
Home Or Office
Serviced Monthly: $45-$85

908-245-3650
Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

Professional Pet Sitting Service, LLC✭

✭

$10.00

off
your first
service

New
Clients
Only

For Your Very Important Pet!

1.877.4VIPPET / 908.755.2344
www.VIPVeryImportantPet.com

Computer
Problems?

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

Custom Computer Solutions
Approved Solutions Provider
Dell, HP, Microsoft & Others

908-928-9288

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

Page 14

Thursday, November 24, 2005

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thomas G. Blanck, 85, Was Executive,
Family Man and Sports Enthusiast
Thomas G. Blanck, 85, of Scotch
Plains died on Tuesday, November
15, at home.
Born June 19, 1920 in Indianapolis, Ind., Tom was a decorated World
War II veteran of the United States
Navy. He served as a Yeoman First
Class aboard the USS Luce and was
honorably discharged with a Purple
Heart on January 7, 1946.
His marriage to his wife, Jane
Kennington, was a true fairytale. As
fate would have it, had the USS Luce
not been destroyed, Tom and Jane
would not have met. As most men of
faith would do, he attended several
memorial services for his shipmates
who perished. One particular memorial service deemed extra special
was that of his very dear friend. This
friend had been engaged to Jane
Kennington. Alas, an extraordinary
meeting to commence a courtship
that lasted for 57 years.
Jane and Tom married on January
24, 1948. Their fairytale marriage
evolved into a relationship to last
forever. Not only were they husband
and wife, but best of friends. They
had three children, Thomas P.,
Frederick R. and Ellenjane. A family
journey overflowing with memories
of fantastic events began to unfold.
After meeting Jane, Tom transferred his Indianapolis roots and relocated to New Jersey. He was employed at Worthington Pump Corporation in Harrison, N.J. While working, he took advantage of the GI Bill
and attended Seton Hall University
five nights a week. After five years,
he graduated with a degree in business administration. He served as
President of the National Association of Accounting from 1969-1970.
After 37 years, he retired from
Worthington/Metcast International
as Vice President.
Tom was a person who dedicated
his life to his family. As an avid reader,
he shared stories and read books with
his children regularly. He sang all the
time – in church, at home, and, most
memorably, in the car. Many road
trips back to Indiana allowed for many
hours of song.
As a devout Catholic and an unprecedented man of faith, he attended
church regularly and shared daily and
evening prayers with his children. He
became a Eucharistic Minister for St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains and
volunteered his time at church and at
Overlook Hospital.
Tom loved sports! His two favorites, baseball and football, allowed
him years of enjoyment watching
and discussing the goings on of his
two favorite teams, the New York
Yankees and the New York Giants.
These two teams were still his favorites. His influence was passed
down to his sons, one a high school
football coach and the other a season
ticket holder to the Giants.

He sometimes attended games
with his sons. For several years, he
attended “Bat Day” at Yankee Stadium. He also loved Notre Dame, his
Indiana team. Things became cloudy,
however, when Notre Dame would
play Purdue; his eldest and youngest
being graduates. He always would
say that the only time he cheered
against Notre Dame was when they
played Purdue. For that, he asked
Christ’s forgiveness. Tom also enjoyed many Army/Navy games with
his sons and friends. It was an annual
event for years.
Tom’s individual sport was golf.
He watched it on TV. He admired the
composure and different personalities of professionals, but most of all,
he loved to go out and hit the ball.
Whenever asked about his golf game,
he would always make a face and
say, “it’s okay.” His passion for this
game was passed down to his middle
son.
Those words, as simple as they
are, define his humility and wisdom.
He was a man of few words, for he
believed that it was in listening that
you learn. He was a man of principle; he had strict beliefs of what
was right and what was wrong. He
used prayer to communicate how he
believed, the prayer of St. Francis
being his favorite: to change the
things you can, accept the things you
cannot change and having the wisdom to know the difference.
A devoted grandfather to seven,
Tom was involved in their lives. His
face paints a picture of love and
admiration in every picture taken.
Willfully and with enthusiasm, he
spent as much time as possible with
them. He sang songs, read books,
said prayers and even played minigolf. This was the only time Tom
bragged; he bragged about his grandchildren. Any free time he had left,
he volunteered at the Lions Club. He
served as President from 1980-1981.
Surviving, in addition to his beloved wife of 57 years, Jane, are his
loving children and their spouses, Thomas P. and Gail, Frederick and Judy,
Ellenjane and James Jacobsen, and his
caring grandchildren Jaime, Jennifer,
Kylie, Kyle, and Allison Blanck and
Michael and Jaclyn Jacobsen.
The funeral service was held on
Saturday, November 19, at the Rossi
Funeral Home in Scotch Plains. A
Funeral Mass followed at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church.
Interment took place at the Gate of
Heaven Cemetery in East Hanover.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Hospice Care Alternatives, 70
Jackson Drive, Cranford, N.J. 07016
or the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. Letters of condolence will be
accepted at rossifh@comcast.net.
November 24, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patronage in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance. Help me
in my urgent position. In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Publication must be
promised. This novena has never
been known to fail. A.M.P.

An Amendment to Ordinance No. 0523-R, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 67 OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD RELATING
TO EMPLOYMENT OF OFF-DUTY POLICE OFFICERS FOR POLICE RELATED ACTIVITIES, was introduced and
passed on first reading by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Fanwood at a
meeting held on November 9, 2005. Copies of this amendment to Ordinance No.
05-23-R can be obtained without cost at
the Fanwood Borough Hall, Municipal
Clerk’s Office, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, between the hours
of 8 A.M. and 4 P.M., Monday through
Friday.
This ordinance amends the Section 6731(C)(3) and Section 67-31D relating to
dealings with utilities.
A public hearing on this amendment will
be held on December 13, 2005 at 7:30
P.M.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 11/24/05, The Times Fee: $23.97

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com

– Obituaries –
Gloria A. Gillespie, Devoted to Family;
Enjoyed Sewing, Singing and Baking
Gloria A. Gillespie of Grand Junc- will remember her undying devotion
tion, Colo. died peacefully with her to them.
family by her side on Wednesday, NoShe is survived by her husband,
vember 16, 2005 at the Mantey Heights Andy, of Grand Junction; a daughNursing Home in Grand Junction.
ter, Jean (Dave) Marquardt of Grand
Born on November 21, 1921 in Junction; a son, John (Audrey)
Newark to Joseph and Estelle (Dukiet) Gillespie of Fort Myers, Fla.; two
Fecoskay, Gloria spent her childhood sisters, Harriet Curtis of Asheville,
in Union and graduated
N.C. and Eleanor
Sobelewski
of
from Union High
School.
Hackettstown, and her
Another landmark in
grandchildren
Jack
her life that occurred in
Whitney,
Katharine
Union was her marriage
(Patricio) Manzanares, Suto Andrew J. Gillespie
san (Casey) Kingsbury,
on June 10, 1942, just
Christopher (Kristen)
before he was shipped
Gillespie,Aimee Gillespie
overseas for World War
and Andrew Gillespie. A
II. After the war, they
brother and sister preceded
moved to Westfield,
her in death.
where she spent most of
A memorial graveside
Gloria A. Gillespie
service was held on
her life. In 2001, Gloria
and Andy came to Grand
Monday, November 21,
Junction to be closer to family.
2005 in the Veterans Memorial CemGloria enjoyed knitting, sewing, etery of Western Colorado in Grand
singing, and was a great baker (she Junction. Robert Ferguson officiated.
Arrangements were by the
taught Andy well). She will be remembered for bringing a smile to Callahan-Edfast Mortuary of Grand
people’s hearts and having a spirit Junction, Colo.
November 24, 2005
that was forever young. Her family

Melville Gaughan, 85, Science Teacher;
Was Recipient of Two Purple Hearts
Melville H. Gaughan, 85, of Edison
died on Saturday, November 19, at
JFK Medical Center in Edison.
Born in Bayonne, he had resided in
Kenilworth and Westfield for many
years before relocating to Edison several years ago.
Employed by the Edison Board of
Education as a high school biology
and general science teacher, Mr.
Gaughan taught at J.P. Stevens High
School in Edison for many years. He
retired in 1985.
A United States Navy veteran of
World War II, he served with the 4th
Marine Division Company L 3rd
Battalion 23rd Marines and received
two Purple Hearts. He was a member
of the 4th Marine Division Association.
Mr. Gaughan graduated from

Maryville College in Tennessee and
earned his master’s degree from Columbia University in New York City.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Esther Gaughan.
Surviving are a daughter, Eilene
Luba of Whiting; three sons, Tom
Gaughan and Jim Gaughan of Edison
and David Gaughan of Washington,
N.J.; a brother, Warren F. Gaughan,
and two grandchildren.
Funeral services were scheduled
for 11 a.m. on Wednesday, November
23, at the Gray Memorial Funeral
Home, 12 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, with interment to follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Kenilworth
Gospel Chapel.

PUBLIC NOTICE

November 24, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS
Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 15th day of
December, 2005 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:
The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 15th day of December, 2005 together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2005.
The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.
Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.
The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.
At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 15th day of December, 2005, exclusive of the lien for the year
2005 are as listed below:
Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes
Westfield, New Jersey

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Location of
Property Address

Owner

321 Brightwood Avenue
727 Girard Avenue
225 Woodland Avenue
130 Nelson Place
1144 South Avenue West
833 South Avenue West
520 Cumberland Street
524 Cumberland Street
115 Hazel Avenue
718 Austin Street
536 Pierson Street
240-244 North Avenue W.
401 Elmer Street South
412 Elmer Street South
629 Ripley Place
303 Windsor Avenue
1010 Seward Avenue
209 Dickson Drive
2 Max Place
8 Manchester Drive
10 Village Circle
1717 Boulevard

Zacharski, Betty
701/15
$ 7,125.15
Primavera Parkview, L.L.C. 1304/46
$ 2,175.54
Gallagher, Michael K.
2101/16
$ 8,551.80
Gladstone, Helen
2503/9
$ 445.70
Mormile Brothers
2606/1
$ 16,578.56
Ciullo, Alfonso & Emma
2706/12 $ 11,814.76
Ciullo, Alfonso & Emma
2706/16
$ 7,660.80
Ciullo, Alfonso & Emma
2706/17
$ 1,060.81
Harbt, George M.
2801/10
$ 1,655.76
Selig, Robert C.
2816/6
$ 300.60
Allman, Norris & Migail
2912/4
$ 2,363.21
J.J.A.B., LLC
3116/14
$ 2,484.37
Mormile, Anthony & John
3204/5
$ 8,537.42
Mormile, Antonio & Mary Ann 3207/6
$ 2,941.28
Bellotti, Karin R. Machrone
4003/21
$ 1,747.69
Johnson, Robert L. Est of.
4004/22
$ 488.03
Isbrecht, Richard W.
4604/2
$ 9,739.16
Rock, Maureen L.
4604/13
$ 2,871.32
Harbt, George M.
4702/62.01 $ 2,980.83
Metz, Lillian D.
5004/37
$ 8,434.20
Shananhan, Kevin
5202/18
$ 1,840.77
Snider, A. Est of c/o Denman 5607/21
$ 7,348.67

4 T - 11/17, 11/24, 12/1 & 12/8/05, The Leader

Block
& Lot

Amount Due
Dec. 15, 2005

Fee: $412.08

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jerry J. Gerardiello, 86, Local Barber;
Received Chamber of Commerce Award
Jerry J. Gerardiello, 86, of Westfield
died on Friday, November 18, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Born and raised in Millburn, he
lived in Westfield for 56 years.

Helen Battaglia, 80
Helen Battaglia, 80, a lifelong resident of Westfield, died on Wednesday, November 16, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Elizabeth on March 8, 1925,
she was the daughter of the late
Samuel and Elizabeth Lizer Binaris.
Mrs. Battaglia had been employed
as a primary school teacher at the
Martin Luther King School in Edison
for 30 years before retiring in 1995.
She earned a master’s degree in
education from McAllister College
in Minnesota.
She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph C. Battaglia, in 1965.
Surviving are a son, Joe Saltzman
of Westfield; two brothers, Christopher Binaris and Ted Binaris, and a
granddaughter.
A religious service with the Reverend Karen Shamus officiating was
held on Monday, November 21, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Burial followed
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,
Tenn. 38105.
November 24, 2005

Wendy S. Crown, 32
Wendy S. Crown, 32, a lifelong
resident of Westfield, died on Thursday, November 10, at Rahway Hospital in Rahway.
Born in Houston, Tex., she was a
member of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.
Surviving are her parents, Jerome
and Barbara Crown of Westfield; a
sister, Jodi Crown of Tamarac, Fla.,
and her grandmother, Estelle Cohen
of Westfield.
The funeral was held on Sunday,
November 13, at the Menorah Chapels at Millburn in Union. Interment
took place at Mount Moriah Cemetery in Fairview.
November 24, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on December
12, 2005 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The property in question is located at: 145 Forest
Road Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 17 Lot 7, as shown on the Fanwood
Tax Map, owned by Patricia Jansen and
Joseph Dimino.
The applicant requests to add a level,
which is in violation of Section 184-110 of
the Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance
Requested: Front Yard Setback; Permitted: 30 feet; Present: 32.12 feet; Proposed: 28.12 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Patricia Jansen and Joseph Dimino
145 Forest Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/24/05, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO RECEIVE
INTERESTED PARTY COMMENTS
ON NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT FOR
NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE IN
ELIZABETH, UNION COUNTY
TAKE NOTICE that the U.S. Eagle Litho,
Inc., Julius Realty Corporation, and U.S.
Eagle Corporation (the “Settling Parties”)
hereby give notice of a proposed Natural
Resource Damage Settlement Agreement
(NRDSA) concerning injury to natural resources at the Metal Litho Corporation site
located in Elizabeth, Union County.
NJDEP, under the authority of the Spill
Compensation and Control Act, N.J.S.A.
58:10-23.11a et seq. (Spill Act), proposes
to enter into this NRDSA with U.S. Eagle
Litho, Inc., Julius Realty Corporation, and
U.S. Eagle Corporation (the “Settling Parties”).
Under the proposed NRDSA, the Settling Parties have agreed to settle their
alleged liability to the NJDEP for natural
resource injuries to ground water resulting
from discharges of hazardous substances
at the Property, by paying a total of
$2,723.00, which, together with any interest accrued, shall be transferred to the
NJDEP.
This NRDSA does not address the Settling Parties’ obligations to conduct or complete the remediation of all discharges at
the Site.
It is the intent of the NJDEP and the
Settling Parties that this NRDSA constitutes an administratively approved settlement within the meaning of 42 U.S.C.
§9613(f)2 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1984, as amended
(“CERCLA”) 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601 et seq.,
for the purpose of providing protection
from contribution actions or claims for
matters addressed in this NRDSA.
Copies of the proposed NRDSA are
available for inspection at the NJDEP’s
main office at 401 East State Street, in
Trenton, New Jersey and via the internet
at www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/settlements.
Interested persons may submit written
comments on the proposed NRDSA to
John N. Sacco, Administrator, NJDEP,
Office of Natural Resource Restoration,
501 East State Street, P.O. Box 404, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0404. All comments must be submitted within thirty (30)
calendar days of the date of this public
notice. NJDEP will consider all comments
received and may decide to withdraw or
withhold consent to the entry of the NRDSA
if comments received disclose facts or
considerations which show that the
NRDSA is inappropriate, improper or inadequate.
3 T - 11/17/05, 11/24/05
& 12/1/05, The Leader
Fee: $166.77

Mr. Gerardiello owned Jerry’s Barber Shop in Westfield for many years.
He recently received the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce’s Lifetime Achievement Award for 2005.
A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he served as a private in
the 20th Armored Infantry Battalion
in Central Europe, Italy and France.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Edith Battiato Gerardiello, on October
30.
Surviving are a son, Jerry Gerardiello;
a daughter, Cynthia Gerardiello; a
brother, Rocco Gerardiello, and three
sisters, Mary Pedoto, Catherine Preziosi
and Elvira Rile.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, November 21, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090 or The Rosary Shrine, 543
Springfield Avenue, Summit, N.J.
07901, in care of Sister Mary Daniels.
November 24, 2005

T. Dean Doerrer, 70
T. Dean Doerrer, 70, a former
Westfield resident, died on Thursday,
November 17, in Fort Myers, Fla.
Born in Sumrall, Miss., she had
lived in Westfield and Manasquan
before moving to Fort Myers.
Mrs. Doerrer had worked for the
Family Florist for many years and also
Adler’s in Westfield prior to retiring.
Surviving are her husband, Bill
Doerrer; a daughter, Barbara Raba; a
son, Jeff Doerrer; three grandchildren, Lauren, Eric and Elliott; a greatgranddaughter,Ysa, and many friends.
Her loving nature will be greatly
missed.
A funeral service was held on Tuesday, November 22, at the NearyQuinn Funeral Home in Manasquan.
Interment followed at Atlantic View
Cemetery in Manasquan.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Hope Hospice, 9470 HealthPark Circle, Fort
Myers, Fla. 33908.
November 24, 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
BIDDERS NOTICE
Invitations are extended to qualified Bidders to bid for the following Project:
JANITORIAL SERVICES
Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(attn: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk) until
December 6, 2005 at 10:00 a.m.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked “Bid for Janitorial Services”
After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) sixty days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.
All bids must be on the bid forms provided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package, Specifications and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of the
Director of Public Property, 2445 Plainfield
Avenue, Scotch Plains, between the hours
of 9am and 3pm, Monday through Friday.
Bid proposals and all required documents must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All documents I the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.
In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust company or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount often percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or Twenty
Thousand ($20,000) whichever is lower.
All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bidders shall, if requested in writing, be returned after ten days (10) from the opening of the bids (Sundays and Holidays
excepted) and the bids of such bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.
The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an
amount equal to one hundred percent
(100%) of the amount of the accepted bid
at the time of contract execution. A Consent of Surety regarding bonds required
by the Contract Documents shall also be
submitted with the bid. Sureties shall be
licensed and/or authorized to transact
business in the State of New Jersey and
be acceptable to the Authority. The term of
the contract shall be for a period of one (1)
year, commencing January 1, 2006 to
December 31, 2006 with an option to renew for one (1) additional year at the sole
discretion of the Township.
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A: 11-1 et seq. In the event of an equal
or tie bid, the Township shall award the bid
to the bidder, which, in the Township’s
sole discretion, best serves, the interest of
the Township.
The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.
All Bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 and
N.J.S.A. 17:27 et seq. dealing with Affirmative Action Compliance.
If applicable, All bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of
Labor to engage in public work as defined
in the requirements listed under N.J.S.A.
34:11-56. 25 et seq and as well as N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
WALTER F. DINIZO
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROEPRTY
BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK
1 T - 11/24/05, The Times Fee: $88.23
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WF BOE To Highlight
Enrollment, Special Needs
By William J. Foley, Ed.D.

How much space is enough? In the
past two years, we have built additions to every elementary school except one. We currently have trailers at
two out of six elementary schools,
and potentially the need for trailers at
two more. Fifteen years ago our firstgrade enrollment was 344, rising
steadily with slight variations from
year to year.
This year, we have 438 students in
first grade. It appears likely that the
record number of births in the year
2000 will produce a record first grade
of over 500 students. For some parents the answer is simple: Build more
classrooms.
The issue, however, has several layers of complexity. While next year’s
first grade may be high, the birth rate
in Westfield has actually declined in
the past three years. Elementary enrollment will remain fairly steady over
the next five years. Adding classrooms may prove unnecessary if we
are willing to allow class sizes to go
up or if we are willing to group entering kindergartners into schools that
have more space.
The decision to add classroom
space is not always based on changes
in enrollment. Program considerations can also dictate changes. Our
special-education program fulfills our
legal obligation to educate specialneeds children ages three to 21. It is

Visitors Come To
McGinn Spanish Class
SCOTCH PLAINS –During the
month of October, third-grade students
in Señora Sanders’ Spanish classes at
McGinn Elementary School in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, had the privilege to
receive visitors who have immigrated
to the United States and who shared
with the students their experiences in
adjusting to a new country.
The children were visited by Mrs.
Anita Kishen from India, Mr.
Behrooz Dariani from Iran, Officer
Ernesto Hernandez from Cuba, and
Mrs. Tali Cohen from Israel.
All visitors shared their time and
personal stories, allowing the children to develop a sense of respect and
understanding of the feelings one
might have in adjusting to a new
country, and, in some occasions, a
new language. All students wrote
thank-you notes to the guest speakers, and created banners of “papel
picado,” a traditional craft from
Mexico used as decoration for celebrations, which each visitor received
as a token of appreciation. Featured is
Mrs. Maiurro’s group, one of the four
third-grade classes at McGinn.

beneficial for both the student and the
district if learning-disabled students,
currently assigned to out-of-district
placements, could be brought back to
Westfield whenever possible.
For example, for the first time, a
program for pre-school autistic children is now in place at Jefferson
School. We save enormous tuition
and transportation costs while offering a more appropriate educational
program. Unfortunately, if Jefferson’s
enrollment increases as projected, we
will need to locate the program elsewhere in the district.
The intermediate school enrollment
is further separating Roosevelt from
Edison. Within five years, Roosevelt
will have almost 200 more students
than Edison. Do we allow Roosevelt
to grow and build more classrooms or
do we try to balance the enrollment
between the schools? Without some
intervention, Roosevelt class sizes
will range from 28-30 while Edison
will have 20-22. How do we ensure
equity for all our intermediate students?
In the coming weeks I will be working with the board of education and a
citizens’ committee to investigate
enrollment issues in grades K through
8. While I have no shortage of ideas,
only with public scrutiny and parent
input can the right set of solutions be
implemented. What parents want must
be tested by what the community as a
whole values and will support. I urge
you to contact me with your input,
visit
our
web
site
(www.westfieldnjk12.org) for the latest enrollment data and advisory committee information and consider joining the advisory committee that will
be forming shortly.
Please send inquiries, ideas and
comments concerning the educational
columns to edu@goleader.com.

Financial Aid Night Set
For November 29
WESTFIELD –Westfield High
School’s 20th annual Financial Aid
Night will be held November 29 at
7:30 p.m. in Cafeteria B. The guest
speaker will be a representative from
the office of the Education Funding
Consultants Association, who will
describe what resources are available
for financing a college education and
explain the process for completing
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Guidance Department representatives will address opportunities for
scholarships. Parents of seniors, as well
as junior and sophomore parents who
are seeking financial planning advice
for college, are encouraged to attend.
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Cranford’s CDC Children’s
Theatre Is A Family Affair

EDUCATION MATTERS

Superintendent of the Westfield Public Schools

Thursday, November 24, 2005

Eli Lopatin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COLLEGE NIGHT...Kevin Fay, left, of the College of New Jersey, speaks of the
school’s benefits with George Russo Sr. while son George Russo, 16, a junior at
Westfield High School, completes a form to be placed on the school’s mailing list
in the high school’s gym during its college night on Thursday, Nov. 17.

More Than 180 Schools
Represented At College Night
By ELI LOPATIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The 52nd annual
Westfield High School (WHS) College Night drew large crowds of students, parents and college recruiters
Thursday night.
More than 180 schools were represented at individual booths spread
throughout the school. The booths
were manned by the school’s admissions staff, or by alumni living in the
area. Many of the schools represented
were from New Jersey or Pennsylvania, but schools such as the California
Institute of the Arts were also represented.
Joan Sullivan, director of the guidance department at WHS, said she
feels the event is a great opportunity
for students and for the schools.
“It’s a great chance for parents and
students to interact face-to-face with
the colleges,” she said.
Parents and students agreed that
the event was a great chance to interact with the schools. Many of the high
school juniors in attendance were
unsure of where they might be going
to school.
George Russo Jr., 16, a junior at
Westfield High, was visiting many of
the booths along with his father. They
said they were speaking with many of
the schools in the area.
“We have no idea where he’s going, that’s why we’re here,” said Mr.
Russo, Sr.
“But I’m trying to stay in the Northeast,” added his son.
Westfield senior Jamie Steiner, 16,
felt College Night was a great opportunity.
“I’ll probably go somewhere in
Pennsylvania,” Jamie said. “I’ve
talked to two schools already.”
Mark Machan, senior assistant dean
of Admission at Franklin and Marshall

College in Lancaster, Pa., who has
traveled to high schools for five years,
said WHS was one of his favorites to
visit.
“My first year doing this, I visited
around 35 schools,” Mr. Machan said.
“This year I only did about 15 because many schools don’t run the
fairs as well.”
He said that WHS does a good job
of advertising the event, which brings
in more students. He said that last
year alone, three students from
Westfield enrolled at Franklin and
Marshall.

‘Y’ Preschool Plans
Holiday Boutique
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, December 3, the Westfield Area “Y”
Preschool will host its first ever holiday boutique at its new location at the
“Y”’s East Broad Street Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
The event will take place from 2 to
6 p.m. Participating vendors will include: Southern Living at HOME,
Tastefully Simple, Pampered Chef,
Crayola, Discovery Toys, the Body
Shop, Products of Asia, Just Chic,
beaded jewelry, among others. All
merchandise is guaranteed to arrive
by Sunday, December 25.
Crafts and activities will be available to entertain children while parents shop. A percentage of the proceeds will support the Westfield Area
“Y”’s preschool program, which is
accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children.
Vendors are still welcome to participate in the event. For more information, please call Genevieve Davy
at (908) 789-4892 or e-mail
gbdavy@msn.com.

CRANFORD –Children’s Theatre
at the CDC Community Theatre in
Cranford is often seen as being an
opportunity for families to enjoy dramatic presentations together. This
year’s Children’s Theatre presentation of Charlotte’s Web offered something else for families, the chance to
enjoy a dramatic presentation together
from on the stage.
Several families are involved in
bringing this E.B. White tale to life.
Wilbur the Pig (played by Peter
Surace) is lovingly cared for by the
hired hand, Lurvy (played by his father, Tony Surace). Fern Arable
(played by Ella Chamis) is parented
on and off stage by her parents, Martha
and John Arable (Karen and Bill
Chamis). Other parent/child combinations include Steve Bacque (Uncle
the Pig) and his daughter Lucy (the
Lamb), Becky Randazzo (The Goose)
and her sons Dylan and Jake (Goslings) as well as the Geschickter family – Joanne, Chris, Ryan and Lindsay, working together as director,
ensemble and a gosling.
The parent/child pairings aren’t
limited to children either. Ed Wittel
(Templeton the Rat) and his mother
(Edith Zuckerman) are joined by Marc
Chandler (Homer Zuckerman) and
his mother (Sue Chandler).
Other cast members include: Julia
Frieri (Charlotte), Julian Seltzer
(Avery), Susan Eisenberg (Sheep),
Charlie DelRisco (Gander, Announcer), Nicole DeRose (Bat), Anna
Dugan (Owl), Olivia Whitehouse,
Anne Luongo and Beth Pindilli (spiders), Tess Ferentinos, Anthony Patella, Hale Jaeger and Garret
Forrestal
(goslings),
Ryan

Central JCC Plans
Two Music Evenings
SCOTCH PLAINS –Two nights of
live music are planned at the JCC of
Central New Jersey in Union County.
“Music on Martine!” is the JCC’s
new program to showcase up-andcoming bands.
The first of two evenings will be
held on Saturday, December 3 from
8 to 11 p.m. The featured bands will
be locals Selsius and Boredom At
Its Best. The second evening is
scheduled for Saturday, February
11, 2006.
Net proceeds will be donated to
local charities benefiting teens. Limited seating is available. Tickets are
$8 in advance and $10 at the door. For
an additional $3 at the door, ticket
stubs can be turned in for the chance
to win an iPod Nano. Contact JCC
Teen Services Director Mike
Goldstein at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 218 for tickets and information.

Zimmerman, Colleen Kraft and Holli
Van as Ensemble.
Charlotte’s Web is directed by Tiffany Wilson and Joanne Geschickter.
The musical director is MaryBeth
McFall, the choreographer is Nicole
Caprio.
The production runs on Friday,
December 2 - 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
December 3 - 1:30, 4:30 and 7:30
p.m. and Sunday, December 4 - 1:30
and 4:30 p.m. All tickets are $8, and
seating is by general admission. More
information is available through the
box office at (908) 276-7611 or at
www.cdctheatre.org. The theatre is
located at 78 Winans Avenue in
Cranford.

YOU’RE A STAR…Andrew Bellisari
of Scotch Plains starred in The Complete Works of William Shakespeare
Abridged, a comedy held at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
from November 17 to 19. The senior
boy, shown here (right) with fellow
lead actors Hope Gallagher and John
Brown, both of Edison, acted in plays
and musicals his entire high-school career.

Town Book Store Hosts
WF’s George Smith
To celebrate the holiday season,
The Town Book Store of Westfield
is hosting two very different Meet
& Greet book signings this weekend. On Saturday, December 3,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Westfield
native George Smith will be in the
store to promote his new children’s
book, “Spike: The Amazing
Chicken.”
Then, from 2 to 4 p.m., New Jersey
author Chickie Rosenberg will be in
the store to sign copies of her new
book, “Snowboarding for Men: A
Guide for Guys.”
If you are unable to attend these
events, feel free to call and reserve an
autographed copy. Any questions, call,
The Town Book Store at (908) 2333535.

Dr. Mel Levine Caters to “All
Kinds of Minds” In Summit
By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

IMPORTANT FUNDRAISER…The third annual SMAsquerade will be held
Saturday, November 19, at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. Tickets are still
available. For more information, call (908) 789-9167. Martin Jewelers of Cranford
will present the silent auction. All proceeds go directly to fund scientific research.
Members of the New Jersey Chapter of fightSMA are Maureen Higgins, Margaret Kuehn, Mary Jane Prybylski and Lisa Simcox. Pictured is Patrick Higgins, a
student at Washington Elementary School in Westfield, who suffers from Spinal
Muscular Atrophy.

PRETTY, PRETTY PUMPKIN…The festivities of fall continue in the area with
the annual Pumpkin Patch at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield. This childfriendly event is an afternoon of creativity where students and siblings paint
pumpkins to create decorations for the home. This year, more than 600 pumpkins
were bought and painted by the children. Pictured above, kindergartner Sydney
Paoletti, 5, takes her time painting her rainbow bright pumpkin.

AREA — Parents, educators and
clinicians filled the auditorium at
Summit High School for an enlightening conference about children and
learning led by Dr. Mel Levine. Dr.
Levine is the co-founder of All Kinds
of Minds, a private non-profit institute for the study of differences in
learning, with financier Charles R.
Schwab.
According to Dr. Levine, many children struggle in school because the
way they’re being taught is not compatible with the way they learn. The
philosophy behind All Kinds of Minds
is that all children are “wired” differently, which creates an array of
strengths and weaknesses in each kid.
The goal of All Kinds of Minds programs is to enlighten teachers, parents, educational specialists, psychologists, pediatricians and kids
about learning differences “so that
children who are struggling in school
are no longer misunderstood.”
Dr. Levine explained that each program developed by All Kinds of Minds
follows the same basic four-step process for assisting kids who struggle in
school.
Step one involves parents, teachers, and/or clinicians to create a complete learning profile which identifies the student’s strengths and weaknesses. Memory, language, attention
and the ability to organize information are functions of the brain that
severely affect a child’s ability to
learn and succeed in school.
Step two is a process that Dr. Levine
calls
“demystification.”
Demystification lifts the veil for parents and kids about the root of the
child’s learning deficit. This can empower children and improve their selfesteem. According to Dr. Levine,
demystification enables kids to respect
and understand themselves and to “appreciate individual differences in others.”
Step three is management by profile. At this stage of the process—
based on their understanding of the
child’s learning profile— teachers,
clinicians and parents encourage the
child to utilize methods of learning
which will foster more productivity.
The final step in an All Kinds of
Minds program is to implement the
action plan and put it into practice at
home and at school.
At the recent conference, parent
Lisa Johnson of Scotch Plains shared
her reaction.
“What I like is that Dr. Levine

demystifies the problem so that kids
know what’s going on. It’s a respect
issue,” she said.
All Kinds of Minds also offers the
Schools Attuned Program, which is a
full-service professional development
and service delivery program that
provides K-12 educators with innovative methods for recognizing, understanding, and managing students
with learning difficulties. The Schools
Attuned Program arms educators with
the knowledge, skills and strategies
that will enable them to teach in a way
that enriches all students by bringing
them academic and social success.
Several New Jersey schools are “attuned.”
In addition to the Schools Attuned
Program, All Kinds of Minds also
offers children and their parents the
Student Success Program. The Student Success Program is located in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina and New
York City. For more information, visit
allkindsofminds.org.

WHOOPS...On Friday, October 28, the Wesley Hall Organization of Parents
(WHOOPS), hosted a Halloween Family Fun Night. The social hall was decorated
in orange and black and dozens of pumpkins and bats hung from the ceiling. The
families enjoyed subs and desserts and played some fun Halloween games for
prizes. Pictured above are Wesley Hall mom Renee Cox and Lauren Power from
the Elephant Class, as Mrs. Cox paints candy corn on Lauren’s cheeks.

Educ.Fund Awards
Grant to Music Dept.
WESTFIELD – The sound of new
tympani drums fills the air of
Westfield High School’s (WHS) music program. This year, the Educational Fund of Westfield donated four
new professional quality Ludwig
Musser Timpani with planet tuning
gauges to the high school to replace
20-year-old drums that were showing their age.
Supervisor of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools, Ms. Linda
King, said, “It is absolutely wonderful to hear the fantastic sounds from
the new timpani drums. With budget
constraints, the Fine Arts Department
has been seeking ways to fund muchneeded instruments for our ensembles
— large instruments that are costly
and cannot be rented. It is with great
appreciation that I truly thank the
Education Fund of Westfield for donating funds to purchase professional
timpani for the high school as well as
various instruments for the intermediate schools.”
More than 200 students are involved
in instrumental ensembles at WHS.
Currently the new timpani serve instrumental ensembles at WHS that
play a level of repertoire above the
average high-school ensemble. Ms.
King said, “It is of the utmost importance to have professional quality timpani if the intentions are to raise the
standards of musicianship in any ensemble.”

HONORING TROOPS…Junior Girl Scout Troop 961 from Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield was one of many local groups that took part in a
coordinated effort to honor local troops. Trees on the main streets of Westfield
were decorated with yellow ribbons to mark the homecoming of troops based at
the Westfield Armory, who returned last Monday and Wednesday.

MELTING POT…During the month of October, third-grade students in Señora
Sanders’ Spanish classes at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
received visitors who immigrated to the United States and shared with the
students their experiences in adjusting to a new country. All students wrote thankyou notes to the guest speakers, and created banners of “papel picado,” a
traditional craft from Mexico used as decoration for celebrations, which each
visitor received as a token of appreciation. Featured is Mrs. Maiurro’s group, one
of the four third-grade classes at McGinn.
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WF’s Rob Palmer Debates
Patriotism and Vengeance
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield native
Rob Palmer has never shot a terrorist,
but he dares to wonder what it would
be like.
So says the back cover of his book,
“Patriot James,” a page-turning
thriller that explores the question,
where does patriotism end and vengeance begin?
Mr. Palmer, who lived in Westfield
for the first 32 years of his life, and
whose father still lives here, recalls
his early days as happy ones.
“I was the luckiest kid in the world
to grow up in Westfield,” he exclaimed, adding that the Town Book
Store and Tamaques Park were two of
his favorite places in town.
The author traces his writing career back to those days, especially his

years at Westfield High School
(WHS).
He fondly recalls the mentoring he
received from Walt Clarkson, WHS’s
journalism teacher and school newspaper advisor.
Although he felt the calling to be a
writer even back in high school, Mr.
Palmer didn’t immediately follow his
muse.
“Stories always came to me, but I
never did anything about them,” he
told the Westfield Leader and The /
Times.

Discovering
New Worlds

WAA’s Bob Yurochko’s Two-Month
NJWA Exhibit: Diversity at Its Best
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield’s Rob Palmer

Now, with an almost-30-year career as a computer programmer and
analyst behind him, he turned his
attention to that which he has always
loved to do – write.
The events of September 11, 2001,
were, in a sense, the inspiration for
“Patriot James.”
“I got to thinking: suppose my
brother had been one of the people in
the World Trade Center. How far
would I go to get revenge for his
death?” the author, who writes under
the name R.O. Palmer, explained.
Then, using an “old Stephen King
trick” of looking at a situation from
another perspective, Mr. Palmer made
the protagonist of “Patriot James” a
woman, Cynthia James.
The result is 294 pages of suspense, intrigue, international jet setting and revenge in the name of patriotism.
The reader is quickly drawn into
this compelling story, whose prologue
begins with events that occur right
here in New Jersey.
The plot, characters and many settings of “Patriot James” are written in
a genuine and believable manner. It’s
easy to lose yourself in the book. At
the same time the reader is challenged
to rethink previous ideas of patriotism, especially in a post-9/11 world.
“Patriot James” deals with questions we as a society have to address,”
said Mr. Palmer.
Despite its “heavy” theme, “Patriot
James” is an excellent novel for those
who wish to escape into finely written fiction. Just be sure you have a
block of time available for reading,
for once you are drawn into this story,
it’s difficult to put the book aside.
“Patriot James” is available at the
Town Book Store. For more information about Rob Palmer, or “Patriot
James,” log onto www.ropalmer.com.

See It All On
www.goleader.com

Book Nook

“Lady Day” by Bob Yurochko

music. Now retired, Mr. Yurochko
taught music in Cranford public
schools and at Kean University in
Union. He continues to profess his
love for music by exhibiting his art at
Washington Square Park in New York
City and at the Newport Jazz Festival
and Saratoga Jazz Festival.
Mr. Yurochko’s brings his audience along this exquisite and unique
visual journey, which begins with

With Marylou Morano

Thanksgiving: Time To
Gobble Up Good Books
Gobble! Gobble! Thanksgiving is
here! Time to gobble up some good
books about the holidays. Children’s
book publishers came out with the
following “feast” of books in 2005.
Thanksgiving dinner doesn’t always have to include turkey. In “Turkey Surprise” by Peggy Archer, three
pilgrims out hunting for their Thanksgiving dinner come to realize they
have alternatives. The book’s readaloud style makes it perfect book for
pre-schoolers, and its happy ending
will have young readers taking the
side of the turkey. Published by Dial.
A book for young readers that truly
shows how to give thanks is “My
Book of Thanks” by B.G. Hennessy.
This book takes a reverent, yet joyful, approach to all of the blessings a
child might be thankful for. It uses a
prayer of thanksgiving, followed by
a prayer of hope, to celebrate each

ADMISSION
INFORMATION
SESSIONS
December 6, 2005
9 to 11 a.m.
January 21, 2006
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
February 8, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.
April 12, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.
R.S.V.P by calling
(908) 754-1882 x 155

The
WardlawHartridge School
1295 Inman Avenue
Edison, NJ 08820
www.whschool.org

blessing. The book is published by
Candlewick and is also geared to preschoolers and younger.
Do turkeys dance? Do they try to
get a suntan? A light-hearted book
about Thanksgiving is “Five Silly
Turkeys,” illustrated by Salina Yoon.
This sturdy board book will have
even the youngest readers and listeners giggling as they see turkeys doing
all kinds of silly things. Plus, it’s a
counting book as well. Price Stern
Sloan publishes it.
This year, Knopf Books for Young
Readers released the comical

“Thelonius Turkey Lives!” by Lynn
Rowe Read. Again, targeted to very
young readers, this charming tale
tells the story of what one turkey
will do to avoid becoming Thanksgiving dinner. The book also shows
children what it means to cooperate.
Like “Turkey Surprise” listed above,
this book also takes the side of the
turkey, and it also has a happy ending – at least from the turkey’s point
of view!
Children’s author Diane de Groat
added to her series of books about the
little opossum, Gilbert, in “We Gather
Together, Now Please Get Lost!”
Gilbert’s day starts off on the wrong
foot when he is late to school on the
day his class is taking a class trip to
Pilgrim Town. The day goes “downhill” from there, or does it? The
author’s own watercolors illustrate
the book, adding to its charm. The
book is targeted to early elementary
school readers and is published by
Chronicle.
A visit from Santa Claus on
Thanksgiving? It happens in Natasha
Wing’s, “Merry Thanksgiving.”
When Joey Melvin sends his Christmas list to Santa even before Thanksgiving, it turns out to be a good thing
for his family, who become trapped
in their home for Thanksgiving with
no food to eat. This book is a delightful “twist” of two holidays in one.
HarperFestival publishes it.
Enjoy your Thanksgiving and remember: you can never get too full of
books!

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The
Times

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN

WESTFIELD –Westfield Art Association (WAA) member Bob
Yurochko’s “Musical Figures” exhibits a truly eclectic blend of acrylic
paintings at the Westfield Art Gallery
(WAG), housed in the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) on
East Broad Street in Westfield during
November and December.
Quite simply, it is impossible to pin
down or pigeon-hole Mr. Yurochko’s
style because it spans so many different types of palettes, techniques and
themes.
On Halloween night, when The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times visited the
WAG, where Mr. Yurochko began
mounting and arranging his paintings
on the gallery walls, proof of the
artist’s diversity unfolded. Each painting, as it was unwrapped and displayed, started to tell a different story.
The common thread, however, was
an obvious and profound love for

Get Outta’
The House

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ECLECTIC FIGURES…Bob Yurochko hangs his eclectic range of paintings at
the Westfield Art Gallery, which is housed at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts on East Broad Street in Westfield. The exhibition, entitled “Musical Figures,” will be held throughout November and December.

“Lady Day,” a haunting likeness of
Billy Holiday depicted in a very soft
and classic style and transitions
quickly to the second painting with
more vibrant and textured tones featuring Cassandra Wilson and Sonny
Rollins.
“They don’t play together,” explained Mr.Yurochko, “they just make
a nice picture together.”
“Turandot,” a portrait of Cassandra
Turandot, is perhaps one of the artist’s
most striking pieces. The subject’s
bright jade eyes stare at you from
every corner of the room and she has
an undeniable presence.
“Her eyes follow you everywhere,”
Mr. Yurochko explained proudly.
Transitioning from music to another performing art – ballet – is done
remarkably well by the artist. Four
paintings, “De Rigeur,” “Cords Ballet,” “Ovation” and “Swan Lake” are
each captivating in their own right.
“Swan Lake” is the most spiritually
moving, while the texture of the dancers’ skirts in some of the other pieces
translates a sense of depth and movement.
Mr. Yurochko knows how to select
the proper frames to complement his
pieces. Two of the ballet-themed
paintings are complemented by
French Normandy frames with ebony
insets that add to the exquisite and
elegant nature of the works.
Just when the audience thinks they
have all of the answers to Mr.
Yurochko’s intriguing style, they
must think again. The psychedelic
series of paintings depicting Carlos
Santana, Jaco Pastorius and Ray
Charles are next and they will make
your eyes pop with competing hues
of orange versus blue, purple and
cobalt blue versus a bursting rainbow of color.
“Violin Slippers,” which encompasses music and dance in pastels,
and “Vitruvian Slippers,” an ink and
gauche piece, also deserve accolades.
However, the knife painting techniques used in Mr. Yurochko’s
“Cassanova” piece are stellar.
Again, the artist is not finished
surprising you. Beethoven and Mozart
are honored uniquely by the music-

loving painter.
Mr. Yurochko used a flame to singe
one of Beethoven’s musical compositions. Atop the piece, he used pastel
to depict the famed composer from a
bust in his studio.
To honor Mozart, Mr. Yurochko
used iridescent gauche and gold accents to paint him atop one of his
musical compositions, one of the
pieces Mozart wrote when he was
young.
Toward the end of the exhibition,
the audience is treated to more of the
artist’s psychedelic style – glowing
blues and red, yellow and cobalt contrast in pieces like “Miles.”
Additionally, “The Violinist” mimics or echoes the mesmerizing eyes in
“Turandot.”
“She has a look that is allegorical,
a multicultural look,” said Mr.
Yurochko, who used an elongated
style reminiscent of Klimt to depict
the beautiful woman. Musical symbols are sprinkled behind her.
“Emotion and exhilaration,” he
said, “these are the main components
of this exhibition.”
Shoppers downtown during the
holiday season must stop in and visit
Mr. Yurochko’s display which will
dazzle and entice them with its diversity and inexplicable sense of uniqueness and style.
For more information, please call
the NJWA at (908) 789-9696.

SP Author To Appear
At Barnes and Noble

“Ovation” by Bob Yurochko

POPCORN™

Zathura: Another
Bored Game
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

It is that time of year when a sweatshirt
is in order. As the nip of fall grows more
serious and signals Mother Nature’s
crueler intentions, a young kid’s fancy
turns to the warmth of indoor entertainment and the potential of what fantasies
therein might lie…perhaps in a game
of Zathura. Besides, things can only
turn out better for Danny (Jonah Bobo)
with the change of venue. Or so the
little protagonist in this science fiction
story is hoping.
From the pen of Chris Van Allsburg,
the writer whose last filmic moves were
Jumanji (1995) and Polar Express
(2004), this latest twirl of the movie reel
by director Jon Favreau lands us on that
watershed moment in life. That juncture
of your being when you are sure things
would be just great if you could only
learn to swim, or read, or do whatever
daunting task it is that’s making you feel
so all alone and incapable and small.
In Danny’s case, it’s football. Just
before being whooshed into the house
by a whirlwind of what few leaves
haven’t yet disappeared into the approaching winter, he is being chided
by Walter (Josh Hutcherson), his perfunctorily intolerant older brother.
The sad truth of the matter is, he still
can’t catch the old pigskin.
Dad, portrayed by Tim Robbins, is
loving enough. But a recent divorce
and a high-pressure job have him
otherwise occupied. In a lip service
mode, he assures Danny that he’ll be
swiping the spiraling missile out of
the air with acrobatic grace in no
time. He isn’t very persuasive. He is
even less convincing in his admon-

Inspecting Carol, a comedy about
a theatre group trying to gain recognition, opens on the Mainstage at
the George Street Playhouse in New
Brunswick on Tuesday, November
29. Each performance promises a
cameo by a local celebrity. Tickets
are available by calling (732) 2467717,
or
online
at
www.GSPonline.org. The show runs
through December 31, and the cost
is between $32 and $60 per ticket.
*******
The Holocaust Resource Center
at Kean University will present
Hitler and the Decisions for the
Final Solutions, a lecture and forum on Wednesday, November 30 at
7:50 p.m. Admission is free for this
event by critically acclaimed author
and professor Dr. Christopher
Browning, who has dedicated his
career to studying the Holocaust.
Log onto: www.wilkinstheatre.com
*******
The Carriage House Poetry Series, featuring distinguished literati
from all over the country, will hold
the next reading on Thursday, December 1, at 8 p.m. at the Kuran Arts
Center in Fanwood. D. M. Dutcher
from Highland Park will be the featured poet, and there will also be a
formal presentation of awards to 10
winners, including local poet and
first-prize winner Edwin Romond.
The Center is located on Watson
Road, off Martine Avenue. For information, call Series Director Adele
Kenny at (908) 889-7223.
*******
On Saturday, November 26 at 8
p.m., the legendary Aztec Two-Step,
with guests Red Molly, will perform The Songbook of Simon &
Garfunkel, at the Sanctuary Concert
series at the Presbyterian Church of
Chatham, 240 Southern Boulevard.
Tickets are $20. Purchase tickets by
calling (973) 376-4946, or visiting:
boxoffice@sanctuaryconcerts.org.
*******
Celebrate the holidays with a
bottle of fine wine from participating local wineries during the Holiday Wine Trail Weekend, Friday
through Sunday, November 25 to
27. Activities will include wine cellar tours, food and wine samplings,
music and more. The event will take
place on New Jersey’s Wine Trails.
For information, call (908) 995-7800
or visit www.newjerseywines.com.

ishment of Walter. .
Kristen Stewart’s character study
of the self-absorbed teenager, albeit
drawn in unflattering baroque caricature, is a subtext in itself. Quite effectively written and executed, it is apparent that author Allsburg is familiar
with this species of adolescent. Too
bad the rest of the sociology doesn’t
work with such disarming conviction.
Granted, Messrs. Bobo and
Hutcherson do a good enough job of
exuding the ins and outs of this
generation’s latchkey kids. But it’s a
stereotype by now. There’s nothing
really new here. At least nothing that
can stand as a recompense for the
noisy, repetitive, and eventually
numbing derring-do that ensues once
the boys start playing Zathura.
Not unlike Jumanji, there’s a Devil’s
worth of supernatural fomentations
in its details. The first spin turns the
house into a veritable spaceship. Tearing away from Earth “Wizard of Oz”style, the spooky old manse sails toward the stars.
It’s rare that an otherwise mediocre
movie throws a bona fide twist at you
so late in the mix. But it happens here,
making you wonder what positive
spin might have been imparted to the
sci-fi adventure if more of its script
were thus inspired. As it stands,
Zathura just doesn’t have enough
winning moves.
*******
Zathura, rated PG, is a Sony Pictures Entertainment release directed
by Jon Favreau and stars Jonah Bobo,
Josh Hutcherson and Kristen Stewart.
Running time: 113 minutes.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Frank Thorne,
a Scotch Plains cartoonist and author,
will appear at the Barnes and Noble
bookstore on Route 22 West in Springfield on Saturday, December 3, from
2 until 5 p.m.
“I’ll be raising dough for Aunt
Betty; my royalties will go to the
Frazee fund,” said Mr. Thorne, cartoonist and author of “The Illustrated
History of Union County.”
“After all, she was a local baker,
who heroically confronted Lords
Cornwallis and Howe after the Battle
of the Short Hills in Scotch Plains in
June of 1777,” he added.
The historic Frazee house is on the
site of the old Terry-Lou Zoo. The
structure fell into disrepair, and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary tackled the task of resurrecting the Frazee
house and make it, and the surrounding acreage, a place for public meetings, arts and crafts shows, picnics and
displays of 18th Century artifacts.

First Congregational
Resumes Musicales
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, announces the resumption of their Mid-Day Musicales series of concerts for Advent. These
half-hour Wednesday noontime concerts are free, and are followed by an
optional soup and sandwich luncheon
in the church social hall for $5.
The three concerts scheduled are:
November 30 - Bamboo Breeze Ensemble; Zhang Jing Qin, vocalist;
Xiao Xiannian, yangqin; Julie Tay,
percussion; December 7 - Juana
Zayas, piano; December 14 - Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson, soprano; Barbara Thomson, piano.

Westfield Glee Club
Holds Winter Concerts
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Glee
Club, under the direction of Thomas
Booth, will perform the 81st Year Winter Concerts on Saturday, December 3
at 8 p.m. at Calvary Lutheran Church in
Cranford and on Sunday, December 4
at 4 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield. George Lachenauer is the
accompanist and will be joined by
Howard Dreizler on some selections.
All are invited to attend the concerts and interested singers may talk
with glee members about a singing
membership. Tickets are available
from glee members and at the door
for a donation of $15 for adults, and
$12 for students and seniors.

