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FAMILY TO LIGHT TREE…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield chose
members Chuck and Cheryl Paden, with their children Matthew, 5, and triplets
Amanda, Jason and Dustin, 3, to switch on the lights of the tree on the church’s
front lawn during the annual Christmas Tree Lighting on November 27 to mark
the beginning of Advent. For additional details, see article on Page 7.

WF Announces Halloween
Costumes Contest Winners

FW Resident Gains
LEED Accreditation
FANWOOD — De Biasse &

Seminara Architects, based in
Martinsville, has announced that one
of its founding members, Michael De
Biasse of Fanwood, has recently be-
come a LEED Accredited Professional.

LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) is a perfor-
mance-oriented system developed by
the United States Building Council,
which certifies buildings that incor-
porate innovative, environmentally
friendly products and systems and
exceed the energy performance man-
dated by current building codes.

Temple Sisterhood
Announces Gala

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
hold its annual Paid Up Membership
Gala on Tuesday, November 29, at 7
p.m. at the temple, located at 338
Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

The program will feature the
temple’s new cantor, Fortunée Belilos,
formerly cantor of Congregation Bnai
Torah in Highland Park, Ill. She also
led services at several suburban Chi-
cago synagogues.

Cantor Belilos, who has sung with
a number of professional light opera
companies as well as other profes-
sional duos and ensembles, will per-
form several vocal selections.

New members will be welcomed,
and Parve refreshments will be served.
Preceding the program, vendors will
display gifts at a Chanukah Boutique.
The Judaica Shop also will be open.
For more information, please call the
temple at (908) 276-9231 during busi-
ness hours.

County Sets Funds to Help
Pay Home Heating for Poor
ELIZABETH — In light of rising

energy costs, Union County an-
nounced an initiative in partnership
with a non-profit organization that
would assist needy families with util-
ity payments this coming winter. The
“Warm Homes” program, in coop-
eration with PROCEED, an Eliza-
beth-based social services agency,
will allow a maximum of $300 to be
paid directly to the homeowner’s or
renter’s utility provider from Novem-
ber 1, 2005 through April 30, 2006.

All applicants must submit docu-
mentation of ineligibility for the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (LIHEAP) before being processed
for the “Warm Homes” program.

“Warm Homes” funds are not in-
tended for individuals and families eli-
gible for or currently receiving welfare,
Social Services for the Homeless, Com-
munity Service Block Grant or New
Jersey Statewide Heating Assistance and
Referral for Energy Services Funding.
Applicants will be assessed in the order
in which they apply.

For more information or for an
application, call PROCEED at (908)
351-7727 or visit its office at 1126
Dickinson Street in Elizabeth.

“Unfortunately, the disastrous en-
ergy policies of the Bush administra-
tion have caused an upswing in en-
ergy costs,” said Freeholder Angel
Estrada. “This program will help some
families get through the winter.”

“We are excited about the opportu-
nity to help in this program,” said
Joseph Diaz, PROCEED director. “We
see clients who miss the LIHEAP eco-
nomic cut-off by a small margin and
this “Warm Homes” program will help
those families who are truly in need.”

According to the U.S. government’s
energy report, the average residential

space-heating expenditures this winter
will increase more than 48 percent with
natural gas, 32 percent with heating oil,
30 percent with propane and 5 percent
with electricity, compared to last year.
Should colder weather prevail, expen-
ditures will be higher due to the fact that
household budgets are highly depen-
dent on local weather conditions.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Oc-
tober 29, children were invited to
trick or treat at downtown Westfield
businesses and participate in the
fourth annual Halloween Costume
Contest.

The winners are:
Most Eye Catching by Brunner

Opticians won by Nicole Muenzen;
Best Ballerina by Castle Bootery Inc.
won by Sara Wheatley; Best Fairy by
Success Express won by Allison
Vlkovic; Most Fashionable by Lord &
Taylor won by Bobbi Snyder; Most
Unique Girl by Nirvana won by
Imogen Rosenbletch; Most Dazzling
by J. Winthrop & Co. won by Stephanie
Sylvester; Most Sparkly by Adler’s
Jewelers won by Julia Romano; Love-
liest Costume by Maria Candida’s Hair
Forum won by Ashley Kaiser; Pretti-
est Princess Dress by Mademoiselle
won by Olivia Campos Ferreira; Most
Glamorous by Douglas Cosmetics won
by Valentina Balsamo; Most Magnifi-
cent by The Flower Zone won by
Phoebe Rosenbluth; Most Hair-ific by
Baci won by Alexa Derman; Scariest
Hair by Westfield Hair Company won
by Alistair Kapadia; Most Musical by
NJ Workshop for the Arts won by Jane
Aronds; Most Soul by Sole won by
Jenny Amador; Scariest Skeleton by

Westfield Health & Rehabilitation won
by Ben Lenz; Scariest Costume by
The Running Company won by
Isabelle Otis; Most Characteristic by
Town Book Store won by Isabella
Gelfand; Most Traditional by
Lancaster Inc. won by Garrott Daniels;
Most Down to Earth by Smith &
Hawken won by Katelyn Gaulin; Most
Out of This World by Planet Smoothie
won by Connor Smith; Spiciest Cos-
tume by Tinga Taqueria won by Dylan
Burslem; Meatiest Costume by Sub-
way won by Youssef Family; Biggest
Costume by Cheeburger Cheeburger
won by Tracy Katze; Most in Need of
a Java Jolt by Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery
won by Stevie Bonsall; Sportiest Cos-
tume by The Leader Store won by
Max Kaiser; Best Addams Family by
DWC won by Annie Stevenson; Best
Wizard of Oz by Poppyfields won by
Jessica Loia; Best Football Costume
by North Fork Bank won by Chris
Sullivan.

Volunteers and judges for the event
included: David Martone, Bill
Reinhart, Mary Ann Garbowsky,
Courtney Norton, David Bloomer,
Henry Gabathuler and Westfield Hair
Company employees.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration sponsored the event.

Ferguson Votes to Increase
Funding for Veterans’ Care

WASHINGTON — Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th), voted Friday to
approve an $82.4 billion spending
measure that increases funding for
veterans’ medical care and military
construction programs.

The House unanimously approved
the annual spending bill for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA)
and for construction at defense facili-
ties worldwide. The Senate was ex-
pected to give the measure final con-
gressional approval.

The majority of funding in the bill
(more than $70 billion) is for the VA,
including increased funding for vet-
erans’ health care programs, an 8.5
percent increase above last year’s
level.

“This important legislation renews
America’s commitment to our mili-
tary forces and veterans,” Rep.
Ferguson said after the vote. “We in
Congress owe our nation’s veterans
not only our thanks but also our sup-
port. This bill is so important to those
who are and who have defended our
freedoms and liberties.”

The bill allocates $22.5 billion for
veterans’ medical services, up $1.7
billion from last year. Funding for
specialty mental care is included, and
the bill doubles funding for mental
health research. Veterans’ benefits
would increase by $1.9 billion from
last year, reflecting expanded ben-
efits for National Guard and Reserve
personnel.

The legislation also allocates $4
billion for military family housing
construction and operations.

Since Rep. Ferguson became a
House member in 2001, total veter-
ans funding has increased by 53 per-
cent and the VA’s medical care budget
has increased by 51 percent.

Citing his support for veterans’ pro-
grams and funding, the New Jersey
Veterans of Foreign Wars earlier this
year selected Rep. Ferguson as its
“Outstanding Legislator of the Year.”

Congress in 2004 approved a his-
toric concurrent receipt benefit, which
extends to more than 250,000 dis-
abled military retirees the ability to
receive both disability and military
retirement benefits concurrently. Con-
gress also has voted to increase the
cost-of-living adjustment for 2.7 mil-
lion veterans and their survivors; in-
crease the GI Bill educational benefit
and raise the overall lifetime benefit;
increase the maximum VA home loan
guarantee and improve veterans’ job
training and placement services.

Mr. Ferguson has been a longtime
supporter of lowering the eligibility
age for military retired pay for National
Guard and Reservists from 60 to 55.

According to the Census Bureau,
40,228 veterans live in the 7th District
— portions of Hunterdon, Middlesex,
Somerset and Union counties.

Venezia Conferred as
Certified Risk Manager

WESTFIELD – Julianne Venezia
has been conferred as a Certified Risk
Manager (CRM). Individuals must
complete a rigorous five-course pro-
gram to achieve the designation.

Ms. Venezia has been in the insur-
ance field for 20 years and works for
True Associates in Westfield. She
serves as a director on the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce Board of Di-
rectors and serves as a director on the
Summit/New Providence Rotary Club
Board of Directors. She lives in Sum-
mit with her husband Robert.

Certified Risk Managers Interna-
tional is a nonprofit organization
founded by The National Alliance of
Insurance Education & Research. To
attain CRM designation, individuals
complete courses in principles of risk
management, analysis of risk, con-
trol of risk, financing of risk and
practice of risk management.

Toys For Tots Drop Off
At Emma’s in Cranford

CRANFORD — The owners of
Emma’s Brick Oven Pizza & Cafe in
Cranford have announced that the
business will serve as an official Toys
For Tots drop-off center.

In addition to brightening the holi-
days of needy children, any patron
donating a new, unwrapped toy will
receive $1 off any large pizza. Toys
must be dropped off by Friday, De-
cember 16. Emma’s is located at the
corner of Alden and North Union Av-
enues in downtown Cranford. For more
details, please call (908) 497-1211.

Mariellen Dugan Named
Vice President at NJR

WESTFIELD — New Jersey Re-
sources (NJR) has announced the ap-
pointment of Mariellen Dugan of
Westfield as vice president and gen-
eral counsel, effective December
2005.

In addition to legal matters, Ms.
Dugan’s responsibilities will include
corporate governance, compliance,
insurance and rights of way and
claims. Since 2003, Ms. Dugan has
served prominent roles in the New
Jersey Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral, first as chief of staff, and most
recently as first assistant attorney
general.

“We are pleased to welcome
Mariellen to our team,” said Laurence
M. Downes, chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of NJR. “She brings

with her a strong, accomplished legal
background as well as diverse experi-
ence that will greatly benefit our com-
pany and all our stakeholders.”

Ms. Dugan, a veteran litigator in
private practice, served as counsel to
the law firm of Kevin H. Marino prior
to her work on the attorney general’s
executive staff. Her law career began
with a clerkship for United States
District Judge, District of New Jer-
sey, Dickinson R. Debevoise. She has
also served as an assistant United
States attorney for the District of New
Jersey where she worked in the crimi-
nal, fraud, public protection and spe-
cial prosecutions divisions. In addi-
tion, she has taught as an adjunct
professor of law at Seton Hall Law
School.

Ms. Dugan attended Montclair
State University, where she received
her undergraduate degree and gradu-
ated summa cum laude in 1988. She
then went on to study law at Seton
Hall Law School, where she served
as a member of the Seton Hall Legis-
lative Bureau and graduated magna
cum laude with a law degree in 1991.

HORSING AROUND…Ten girls in Scotch Plains-Fanwood Junior Troop No.
337 completed their work for the “Horse Fan” badge at the Watchung Stables on
November 10. The girls are all in the fifth grade at Terrill Middle School. Pictured,
left to right, are: Watchung Stables instructor Angela Rashid, Jean Jacobus,
Allison Geissler, Kelly Lapham (on horse), Victoria Karakis and Molly Solomon.
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December 1 st  7:30 PM 
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opportunity for all interested 
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statements in opposition to this 

application to build a house on the 

Cooper Road Island 
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WWW.COOPERROAD.ORG 

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
book your birthday, wedding, retirement or holiday party . . .

in our historic setting.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!


