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The Weather Man: Search For
Silver Lining is Unpredicatble

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

It’s tough enough being in the cre-
ative arts, and tougher still to ignore
the moneyed interests when they tell
you what you should be doing. But
from the look and feel of The Weather
Man, a stylishly unique and brave
chunk of filmmaking that plays like
literature, it appears that director Gore
Verbinski has at last won an upper
hand in the age-old struggle.

Not your usual tale of family dys-
function and where goeth the Ameri-
can dream —though that’s a large
part of it — Mr. Verbinski’s candid
take on the subject hears the beat of
its own drummer. A searing look at
the title character and his trouble-
ridden brood, it never takes the easy
path, isn’t afraid to discomfort the
viewer, and yet magically remains
buoyant despite all the storm warn-
ings it issues.

Enjoyable in good part because of
its unconventional stance, the picture
represents a rare combination of big
studio production values and art house
eccentricity, heretofore a cinematic
oxymoron. But here it is, perfectly
flawed hero and all.

So naturally, the actor chosen to
play the television weather man who
may or may not be entitled to re-
demption by reel’s end is the per-
fectly cast Nicolas Cage. In other
words, the part calls for extremely
clouded ideas with a chance of either
sunshine or severely debilitating
whirlwinds.

Wearing his usual, and therefore
appropriate, hangdog visage, Mr.
Cage adds a dose of delusion and
even possibly madness to the charac-
ter of David Spritz, Chicago climate
predictor extraordinaire.

Well, that’s just it. He isn’t very
extraordinary. But through the ques-
tionable wonders and vagaries of TV,
he is a media sensation nonetheless.
He is both loved and loathed. Such is
show business. He gets paid $240,000
a year, plus promotional extras, for
what basically amounts to just read-
ing from a teleprompter.

And there’s the rub. He doesn’t
have a degree in meteorology, as his
father is very quick to point out. And
that hurts. You see, Dad, portrayed
with solemn but kind authority by a
stellar Michael Caine, is a Pulitzer
Prize-winning author, a national trea-
sure according to one U.S. president.

But that’s just one part of the

multifold pang that bedevils our for-
lorn forecaster. This might have been
all well and good if Robert Spritzel
had plied his literary career at the
expense of his family. But there’s no
such out for Dave. Truth is, the author
was the perfect dad. Dave will be the
first to admit it.

All of which adds insult to injury
and further fuels the fires of crisis that
have come to plague the TV person-
ality. At the juncture where we meet
him, his misbegotten marriage has
ended in divorce, and his attempts to
do the right thing by his kids lead
from one misconstrued, misapplied
travesty to the next. If ever there were
occasion to feel embarrassed for a
movie character, this is it.

The son, played by Nicholas Hoult,
attends drug rehab, and we have res-
ervations about his counselor. The
daughter, Shelly (Gemmenne de la
Pena), an overweight sad sack who’s
the brunt of a rather naughty joke
among her peers, is the poster child
for every teen misfit who has gloom-
ily strode the angst-filled halls of
high school.

And insofar as ex-wife Noreen,
played by Hope Davis, is concerned,
well, she really doesn’t think very
much of this selfish, egocentric, gen-
erally dumbfounded fellow she mar-
ried for gosh knows what reason.
Thus, it is intermittently asked of us:
Is this fellow really worth caring about
after all?

The truth is, whether because of his
talents or despite them, in this often
wacky, Philistine world of moment-to-
moment sensibilities, he is a popular
commodity. So much so, in fact, that
he’s being considered for the national
spot in New York. Amidst the turmoil
that is his life, this could be his one
saving grace, if not that full pardon in
the big book beyond. Or so he figures.

Fear not, lovers of the human com-
edy. You won’t find out the ending
here. But rest assured that in the spirit
of everything that comes before it,
the conclusion is no cop-out. Suffice
it to note, The Weather Man reaffirms
that just because the perplexities of
life often seem gray, it doesn’t neces-
sarily forecast a cloudy future.

* * * * * * *

Hickory Tree Presents
Luck Be a Lady Sat.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Hickory Tree

Chorus will present Luck Be a Lady
on Saturday, November 12 at 3 and
7:30 pm at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School on 641 Westfield Road
in Scotch Plains.

The casino-themed show, which
will feature the chorus’ four-part a
cappella harmonies, sparkling cos-
tumes and choreography, is musical
entertainment for all ages.

Advance tickets for Luck Be a
Lady may be purchased for $20 for
adults, $18 for seniors (62 and over),
and $10 for children (12 and under).
Tickets may also be purchased at the
door for an additional $2. All seats
are reserved. For advance and group
ticket sales, call (973) 539-7904 or e-
mail tickets@hickorytreechorus.org.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players’ answering ma-
chine told a sweet story: “Our closing
weekend is entirely sold out. If you
would like to be put on a waiting list
for tickets to Last of the Red Hot
Lovers, please leave your name and
number.”

And it is no wonder that there wasn’t
a seat to be had for Neil Simon’s
comedy that ran through the end of
October.

True to form, WCP delivered a top-
notch production under the detail-
oriented eye of director Linda Correll
and with the overall focus of pro-
ducer Kay Macrae.

The 1970’s comedy centers on the
mid-life crisis of Barney Cashman
(John Correll), a 47 year-old seafood
restaurateur who is in search of a
“meaningful, romantic fling” that he
can savor for the rest of his life.

After all, he is happily married to
his childhood sweetheart, the father
of a couple of kids and a generally
decent, nice guy who doesn’t want a
permanent arrangement.

After securing a key to his mother’s
unoccupied apartment, he is free to
seek an afternoon rendezvous. He
fumbles his way through encounters
with three unique women. Just like
Barney’s fish, playwright Simon
keeps the plentiful one-liners fresh.

The constant in all three acts is
John Correll, a Barney who is so
likeable he’s almost loveable in his
bumbling, amorous attempts.

Mr. Correll’s repetitive, outra-
geously funny “business” in prepar-
ing the apartment for the three trysts
includes his obsession with smelling
his oyster-stained fingertips and dous-
ing them with Old Spice aftershave
lotion. The audience eats it up like
children with their Halloween candy.

We see Correll’s Barney morph
from wearing his white shirt, bow tie
and dark blue suit “uniform” to sport-
ing a gold chain, open-collared shirt
and sports jacket. But more than the
outward appearance transforms be-
fore us.

In his first encounter, Barney is no
match for Elaine (Tracey Fama) a
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Love That Red Hot Ticket: WCP
Presents Romantic Comedy

character that knows what she wants
and when she wants it. Strolling into
the scene with fabulous leopard coat
and jacket, she oozes 70’s fashion
thanks to terrific costuming by Alison
Byrne.

Elaine’s sarcasm drips like maple
syrup out of sugar maple tree. Her
sexual aggression makes poor Barney
quake. The more he tries to calm his
nerves, the more booze the practiced
adulteress swills.

As she casually lounges on the
couch’s arm like a twisted New York
City hot pretzel, he pours out his
heart to her that he doesn’t really
want to be unfaithful, but needs the
thrill of this affair to deposit in his
memory bank for the future. Ms. Fama
is masterful in the scene.

Next on his list of hopeful con-
quests is Bobbi Michele (Debbie
Barr), attired in a fringed leather vest
and bellbottom jeans. The stereotypic
hippie/wanna-be actress delivers lines
in machine gun fire fashion. In a
hilarious scene of pot smoking, our
unlikely hero Barney takes his first
puff of the rich, illegal weed with her

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRELUDE TO A KISS…Things go awry when Barney Cashman (John Correll)
attempts liaison number two with Bobbi Michele (Debbie Barr) in Westfield Commu-
nity Players’ sold out comedy, Last of the Red Hot Lovers. The next play of their 2005-
2006 season is Arthur Miller’s drama, All My Sons that will open January 7.

and experiences more than he had
even fantasized. Ms. Barr’s memo-
rable performance makes us fall for
her character’s illogical logic.

In the final encounter, Barney hopes
he’ll get lucky with long-time friend
of the family, Jeanette Fisher (Ellen
Dooley). Although she has given him
ample reason to believe she is a will-
ing participant in the liaison, her de-
pression and rage over her husband’s
confessed infidelity make it clear that
she merely wants a physical relation-
ship for retaliation’s sake.

Ms. Dooley expertly plays Jeanette
with a sad sack, hang dog look de-
spite the occasional gulp of a pill to
combat her depression. The wres-
tling match, involving her handbag (a
metaphor of her sexual tension) is
played with just the right amount of
seriousness to make the audience
erupt in laughter.

With stellar casting, first-rate act-
ing, terrific comic timing, an out-
standing set and superior direction,
it’s no wonder WCP’s play was sold
out.

Rosenthal said.
Born in South Orange and growing up

in Wilkes Barre, Pa. near the Pocono’s,
she said that traveling is a love of hers
and affords her a time to refresh.

“In suburbia, your eye doesn’t
travel. It doesn’t get to see beautiful
landscapes,” she said.

Mrs. Schwarz-Rosenthal said she’s
heard diverse criticism of her paint-
ings, some even going as far as saying
“you ruined it (the landscape). You
shouldn’t do that (add words) to a
landscape.”

Though she hears both sides of
contention, she is content to do her

own thing.
“Some see my vision and that’s

great and it’s not for some. But I’m
doing what I want to do,” she said in
reference to adding words espous-
ing truth and beauty to her land-
scapes.

On one piece, she uses the words of
Ralph Waldo Emerson to augment a
piece — “Though we travel the world
over to find the beautiful, we must
carry it with us or we find it not.”

Mrs. Schwarz Rosenthal’s Juxta-
pose show is scheduled to open Sat-
urday, November 19 4-7 and run
through the end of the year.

Swingtime At CDC
Offered In Cranford
CRANFORD – Fans of big band

music will enjoy Swingtime at CDC
with the Full Count Big Band at the
CDC Community Theatre in Cranford
on Friday and Saturday, November
18 and 19. As an added bonus, the
orchestra will be joined on selected
songs by several CDC vocal soloists.

Full Count is the professional arm
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts in Westfield. The band is led by
music director Ken Fink. Mitch
Kolesaire, band president, worked in
conjunction with Roger Hayden of
CDC to produce the show, which
serves as a fundraiser for the theatre.

CDC singers adding vocals to the
show are Jim Finnegan, Melissa
Loderstedt, Tracy Glenn Murray,
Roger Hayden, Jennifer Randolph,
Karen Cronenberger Chamis, Nuno
DeSousa, Molly Frieri, Shayne Aus-
tin Miller and Alissa Corritore.

The theater will be set up for danc-
ing and complementary refreshments
will be available. There will be two
levels of seating, with cabaret (table)
seating around the dance floor for
$35 and theatre seating in the rear
half of the auditorium for $25. Pro-
ceeds from the show will benefit the
theater.

Tickets for Swingtime can be ob-
tained through the box office at (908)
276-7611 or on the theater’s website
at cdctheatre.org. The CDC Commu-
nity Theatre is located at 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford, off Centennial
Avenue near exit 136 of the Garden
State Parkway.

Westfield Skateboarder
Jeff Salomon Honored

WESTFIELD – Two national com-
panies recognized local skateboarder
Jeff Salomon, 14, for his skateboarding
talents. Enormity Skateboards named
Jeff, a freshman at Westfield High School,
as the Skateboarder of the Month. As
part of such recognition, the company
prominently featured a three-minute
video of many of Jeff’s stunts and tricks,
jumping over local stairs and rails.

The video, which is featured at
www.enormityskateboards.com, was
produced, directed and edited by Jeff.

A representative from Enormity
Skateboards traveled to Westfield last
Saturday to present Jeff with three skate-
board decks at the Teen Extreme event
sponsored by the Westfield Y. The an-
nual event is sponsored at Gumpert
Park and attracts about 80 skaters.

A second company, OneWest, offi-
cially sponsored Jeff, and as part of the
sponsorship, gave him several products
from their clothing and skateboard lines.

Jeff, who is temporarily recovering
from a broken wrist, has been skating
since he was nine. He sharpened his
skating talents during the past four
summers by skating with pro skaters
at Woodward Camp in Woodward, Pa.

Jeff, who snow boards in the win-
ter, is actively trying to put a positive
spin on the sport by encouraging skat-
ing safety and is further lobbying
Westfield to build a skate park similar
to that in Edison and Sayreville.

Musical Club Presents
 Biennial Scholarship
WESTFIELD – Diverse compos-

ers are being celebrated because they
have a significant birth or death anni-
versary in 2005. Music of these and
other composers will be featured in
“Anniversaries Abound,” presented by
the Musical Club of Westfield. The
concert will be held at the First Bap-
tist Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield,
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, November 20.

Tickets cost $10 each and may be
purchased at the door or in advance
by calling (908) 789-9353. Proceeds
will benefit the club’s Scholarship
Fund, which helps to advance the
studies of promising young musicians.

A reception and refreshments will
follow the concert.

Jeff Salomon
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Westfield Landscape Artsist

The Weather Man, rated R, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by Gore Verbinski and stars Nicolas
Cage, Michael Caine and Gemmenne
de la Pena. Running time: 101 min-
utes.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE GREAT LANDSCAPE...Westfield landscape artist Joanie Schwarz-
Rosenthal, in her home studio, takes a moment to pet Zoe the dog.

See it all in color
on www.goleader.com


