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CHRISTINA COGNETTI SCORES, SENDS GAME TO OT

Lady Soccer Blue Devils Singed
By Chiefs, 2-1, in OT Shootout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unforgettable games make for last-
ing memories, glad or sad. In either
event, the valiant efforts of the fourth-
seeded Westfield High School Blue
Devil soccer girls will never be for-
gotten despite a 2-1, double over-
time, sudden-death loss to fifth-
seeded Piscataway in the
North Jersey, Group 4,
Section 2 quarterfinals at
Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 3.

Caitlin Wesnesky
moved from her goalie
position midway through
the first half and proved to
the Blue Devils that she
was also the 10-5 Chiefs’
most dangerous striker.
With 13:27 left in the half,
she won a scramble in the
box and booted the ball
into the net to give the
Chiefs a 1-0 lead that held
up until Blue Devil Chris-
tina Cognetti, on a setup
by Corrine Parkinson and
an assist from Gillian
Kape, ripped in a goal with
7:18 remaining in regula-
tion to send the game into
overtime.

Outsized, the Blue Dev-
ils used their quickness,
setups and fine ball con-
trol to skirt around the
Chiefs in the second half
where they launched a
blitz of 17 shots on goal
while experiencing only four. The 9-
7-3 Blue Devils also out-shot the
Chiefs, 9-5, in the first half but had
more difficulty setting up their shots.

No less than 10 Blue Devil girls
pelted the Chiefs’ goal area with shots.
Junior striker Erin McCarthy
launched seven shots and Parkinson
took four while MaryKate Luker,
Andrea Hollander, Kape and Diana
Dunnan each took three shots. The
primary player in turning the ball
down field to the shooters was Miriam
Becker-Cohen, who also took one
shot on goal.

“It’s been our disease all season.
We have opportunities that we don’t
capitalize on,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Egan. “I wasn’t happy
with our first half. We really turned it
around in the second half. We never
gave up.”

Blue Devil goalie Lauren
Sinnenberg made three saves in regu-

lation, two more in the overtime peri-
ods and two in the shootout session.
The Chiefs’ goalies combined for nine
saves in regulation and three in the
overtime periods then Wesnesky made
two in the shootout session.

Wesnesky began the shootout ses-
sion by ripping the ball past
Sinnenberg and into the right corner.

Parkinson evened the shootout with a
shot into the left corner. Jolene Wang
made good on her shot to put the
Chiefs up 2-1 then McCarthy’s shot
was smothered by Wesnesky.
Sinnenberg returned the favor by grab-
bing Cecily King’s shot to her left
then Kape evened the score with a
shot in the right corner. Chief Rebecca
Adam’s shot was successful into the
upper left corner but Hollander knot-
ted the shootout with her shot to the
left corner.

After Sinnenberg tipped Jessica
Halpin’s shot over the crossbar, she
got the opportunity to win it but
Wesnesky made a great save to send
the game to sudden death. Wesnesky
took the kick and buried it into the
upper left then leaped up in celebra-
tion when the Blue Devils’ next shot
missed to the left.

Explaining her technique in goal
during a shootout, Sinnenberg said,

“I go with my instincts and hope that
it carries me to the right place. A lot of
girls try to watch people’s feet and
hips. I think that distracts me.”

When attempting a penalty kick,
she explained, “I try to hit to the right
side. It has gone in every time in prac-
tice. I think it was just the pressure.”

When she played for the Blue Dev-

ils in the late 90’s, coach Egan remi-
nisced, “We played in a couple county
finals or semifinals. I remember tak-
ing my penalty kick and I made it but
I have missed my fair share. It stinks
but I told my girls that I would never
get mad at them for missing their
penalty kicks. The bottom line was
we should have gotten it done on the
field. I’m sure, if you ask their coach,
they would say that they don’t like
winning like that and I don’t like
winning or losing this way. It’s not
really a true reflection of your (team)
skill. I had sophomores out there tak-
ing shots. I’m very proud of the way
they handled themselves.”
Piscataway 1 0 0 0 3 1 2
Westfield 0 1 0 0 3 0 1

LAROCCA, SEAMON COMBO EQUALS GAME WINNER

Viking Soccer Boys Paralyze
Bergen Catholic, 1-0, in States

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bergen Catholic (BC) came into the
quarterfinal round of the Non-Public
A North Jersey boys soccer tourna-
ment as the ninth seed but they would
not go away until top-seeded Union

Catholic got the only goal with six
minutes remaining in Scotch Plains
on November 4 to advance to the
semifinal round. The deciding goal
came off the head of senior forward
Mike Seamon who received a picture
perfect kick from Tony LaRocca.

Earlier, the BC Crusaders defeated
eighth-seeded Delbarton to advance
to the quarterfinals and demonstrated
that they were ready to compete with
the once-defeated Vikings. The Vi-
kings did, however, outshoot BC 19-
10 – 8-4 in the first half and 11-6 in
the second. Seamon launched eight
shots on goal. Danny Rasoilo, Brian
Kratky and Danny Rodrigues each
got off three shots.

Both teams finished with five cor-
ner kicks. Viking goalie Chris Varga
made six saves and also knocked away
several kicks into the box. Crusader
goalie Rob Auriemma finished with
seven saves, including a desperate
lunge to his left to stop a free kick
from Seamon in the first half.

Obviously, the Vikings’ defense
held up very well and received an
especially fine performance from
Bobby McGuire who headed away
several shots into the box, as well as
scampering left and right to head off
the BC forwards. Aware of the threat,
the Crusaders’ defense put the pinch
on Seamon throughout the game,
which opened the field a bit for
Rodrigues, Rascoilo and Kratky.

After a scoreless first half and time
running down, the Vikings were feel-
ing the pressure from the 11-7-3 Cru-
saders. But when the pressure was
on, the great play emerged. LaRocca
took an indirect kick from about 45-
yards out and lofted it into the box
where Seamon ran in and nudged it
with his head just over the outstretched
arms of Auriemma who was charging
forward. The ball lodged into the
center of the net.

“It was great! It lifted over the
defense and it hit Mike who was right
there. I saw it going right in,” ex-
plained LaRocca who added, “It got
scary but we stuck as a team and came
through.”

“It was picture perfect. It was like
a balloon. Seamon, again! He always
finds a way to win. That’s why he is
probably going to be the Union
County Player of the Year,” predicted
Viking Head Coach Joe DeOliveira.

As to the feeling of pressure,
DeOliveira commented, “Oh yeah! It
was coming. That’s why they (BC)
are here because they beat Delbarton
and Delbarton is a good team. Their
heart got them here. Hopefully we
will bring on the same heart to the
next game. At this stage, every team
is a good team.”
Bergen Catholic 0 0 0
Union Catholic 0 1 1

See photos on the Web!
www.goleader.com

SCOTCH PLAINS                $529,000

Center Hall Colonial featuring 9 rooms, four bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths.  Large 1+ acres of newly landscaped property
with many updates including eat-in kitchen, new siding, roof, baths.  Family room with brick fireplace, skylight, en-
closed porch, deck, patio, 2 car garage, finished basement.  Family friendly floor plan.  DIR: Martine to Cooper go to
end lt Rahway rt Raritan Rd. #961 (052000467)

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                                                           $799,000
This Maple Hill Farms 2001 Custom Colonial home boasts the very best of quality craftsmanship combined with a
flair for pace setting design.  From its dramatic 2 story entry, to its most desirable floor plan, including a study/5th
bedroom on level one and family room adjacent to the spacious kitchen w/stunning cherry cabinetry & granite
countertops.  Set on a tranquil tree lined street, yet moments from schools, NY transportation, parks & shops.  DIR:
Hetfield Ave. to Elizabeth Ave. #2119  (052000428)

SCOTCH PLAINS $750,000

Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial built in the 1920’s and renovated in the late 1990’s.  Situated on a tranquil
tree lined street, this home includes a large country kitchen w/den & adjacent laundry area, enhanced by beautiful
hardwood floors and new windows.  Finished rec. room plus an office and workshop complete the basement.  Enjoy
the wood burning fireplace in the living room in time for the holidays! (052000653)

WESTFIELD                                       $2,600,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Westfield residence with a premier 180 unobstructed view of Echo Lake
Golf Course.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities and an enchanting setting combine to deliver an
unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 14 room classic includes a grande master suite with fireplace, sitting
room, his and her walk-in closets, spa like bath and steam shower, 5 additional bedrooms, 5 1/2 baths, formal living
and dining rooms, library, family room, 2 additional fireplaces, 25’ x 32’ designer kitchen with French doors to
magnificent terrace and manicured grounds.  Call Ralph for more information at 908-591-6283.  (052000591)

New Construction - A Chance of a LifetimeOpen House: Sun 11/13  12-4PM

Open House: Sun 11/13  12-4PMYou’ll Love to Call this Home!

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOTING IT OUT WITH A CHIEF…Blue Devil Corrine Parkinson, right, boots it out with
a Piscataway Chief during the sectional quarterfinals. Parkinson also scored a goal in the shoot
out but the Chiefs ended up the victor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOLDING UP WELL DEFENSIVELY…Vikings Chris Esperon, No. 18 (above)
and Bobby McGuire, No. 13, helped prevent Bergen Catholic from scoring. The
Vikings defeated Bergen Catholic, 1-0.


