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BENCIVENGO NAILS WINNER ON RIGANO CORNER

Lady Soccer Raiders Topple
Royals for First UC Crown

ROWBOTHAM GRABS SEVEN FOR 131 YARDS, ONE TD

Farmers Intercept Raiders’
Hopes With 22-12 Grid Win

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One key shot! One goal! That’s
what it came down to as Raider sopho-
more midfielder Alana Bencivengo
capitalized off a corner kick from
forward Kelly Rigano by heading in

the lone goal four minutes into the
second half to give the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team a 1-0 victory over Oak Knoll in
the Union County Tournament be-
fore an enthusiastic Raider crowd at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on No-

vember 5. In their first appearance
since 1997, the victory gave the Raid-
ers their first County Tournament title
in eight appearances.

The 11-5-3 Raiders were led de-
fensively by junior goalkeeper Lauren

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mental mistakes and the strong
running performance of junior run-
ning back Chris D’Andrea, along with
early success in the Farmers’ passing
game, dashed the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team’s
hope of finishing with a .500 season
when visiting Union grabbed a 22-12
victory on November 5. The biggest

Raider mistake came when linebacker
Darryl Green intercepted a pass and
returned it 62 yards for a touchdown
(TD) to give the Farmers a 22-6 lead.

D’Andrea rumbled 119 yards on
13 carries and had TD runs of one
yard and 35 yards, respectively. The
Farmers totaled 191 yards rushing.
Known to be a running team, quarter-
back Jim Melody baffled the Raiders
with a successful passing attack in

the first half completing five of 13
attempts for 103 yards. His primary
target was Paul Harper (11 carries, 67
yards) who grabbed three passes for
70 yards.

The Raiders’ rushing game was
stifled by the Farmer defense that
yielded only 33 yards on 23 carries
but Raider quarterback Colin Weber,
who had a TD run of 13 yards, took to
the air and had 11 completions in 18
attempts, including one interception,
for 170 yards. Junior wide receiver
Kyle Rowbotham had a stellar after-
noon, hauling in seven passes for 131
yards, including a 59-yard TD recep-
tion. Wide receiver Dan Ragan had
three receptions for 26 yards and full-
back Nick Giannaci had one recep-
tion for 13 yards.

Raider Tom Pennella recorded a
12-yard sack and rang Melody’s bell
once to force an incomplete pass.
Ragan and John Badala combined for
an eight-yard sack of Melody.

On the game’s first series, Melody
engineered a 74-yard scoring drive
that was set up by a 30-yard comple-
tion to Luis Coral and a 47-yard
completion to Harper. Melody then
plunged into the end zone on a one-
yard sneak with 9:41 left in the first
quarter. Melody then hit Raphael Lee
for the two-point conversion.

“They caught us in our eight-man

GRAHAM GRABS 6TH INT; ROGERS, A CIRCUS CATCH

Minutemen Stop Blue Devils
In ‘Flag’ Football Game, 30-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Yellow flags littered the turf at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on No-
vember 4 in the home team’s 30-6,
victory over the Westfield High
School football team. The victory
qualified the 5-3 Minutemen for the
state Group 4 sectional playoffs while
the 0-8 Blue Devils will square off
with Columbia in a consolation game
at Kehler Stadium at 1 p.m. on No-
vember 12.

The referees flung no less than 16
flags – not counting the declined pen-
alties –, which resulted in 130 yards
worth of penalties. The Minutemen
took the brunt with 10 penalties for
90 yards – 75 offensive and 15 defen-
sive. The Blue Devils took 40 yards –
25 defensive and 15 offensive.

The Minutemen stuck to the ground

on 46 of 48 registered plays and ac-
counted for 244 rushing yards. Quar-
terback Josh Pryor had a nine-yard
completion and an interception in two
attempts – three pass attempts were
nullified due to penalties. He also
rushed for an 18-yard touchdown
(TD). Junior running back Antoine
Best carried 25 times for 124 yards –
105 yards and respective TD runs of
one yard and nine yards in addition to
two, three-yard scampers for two-
point conversions in the first half.
Junior running back Victor
Concepcion rushed 62 of his 66 yards
in the second half, including a 13-
yard TD run.

Once again, the Blue Devils’ run-
ning game was limited, this time to
just 42 total yards on 26 rushes – 32
yards in the first half and 10 in the
second. With little hope of gaining

much yardage on the ground, Blue
Devil quarterback Nick DeRosa, who
had a one-yard TD run but was sacked
four times, took to the air 10 times
and connected on five of them for 96
yards, which included a spectacular,
leaping reception by Terron Rogers,
which resulted in a 57-yard gain after
he kept his balance, broke several
tackles and wiggled 20 more yards to
the Minuteman 15-yard line.

“It was a great throw by Nick and a
great catch by Terron,” commented
Blue Devil Head Coach Ed Tranchina.

Rogers also had a five-yard recep-
tion. Wide receivers Tom Bonard and
Ryan Sharkey had respective recep-
tions of 16 yards and 20-yards.

Defensively, linebackers Tyrell
Simmons and Andrew Shaffer each
blocked a punt. Defensive end John
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FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield $619,900

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Charming Colonial nestled on nicely landscaped property featuring an inviting Open screened porch; Living
Room w/fplc flanked by built-in bookcases; large Formal Dining Room; updated Kitchen with Eating nook;
Sunroom/Office; 3 Bedrooms; updated main Bath; Recreation Room and full Bath in basement; walk up
attic and 2 car Garage.  Nestled on a nicely landscaped lot with deck overlooking deep lot.  Conveniently
located to town, park, schools and NYC transportation.  WSF0948

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING BIG TROUBLE WITH THE BLITZ…The Blue Devils had trouble all evening stopping the Minutemen’s blitz.
Westfield gained just 42 yards rushing on 26 carries.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A VERY BIG DAY…Raider junior wide receiver Kyle Rowbotham
had seven receptions for 131 yards, including a 59-yard touchdown reception.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMPIONSHIP HUG…Raiders Allie Zazzali, left, and Hallie Mintz celebrate their 1-0 victory over Oak Knoll in the
Union County Tournament.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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Sales Associate 

NJAR Circle of Excellence—2000-2004 Gold Award 
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����������������������

600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 

TTTTThis exceptional “Wychw“Wychw“Wychw“Wychw“Wychwood” ood” ood” ood” ood” Colonial is brimming with quiet sophistication andcharm, handsome detail, and
exquisite workmanship. Extensively renovated and updated this year, this beautifully appointed 10 room home
captivates immediately. The kitchen is sure to please the most discriminating cooks and the master bath is
luxurious! All 3 bathrooms are new with sleek European designer fixtures. There are 4 bedrooms, 3 fireplaces,
CAC, and so much more. From the light filled rooms to a floor plan that promotes as excellent flow throughout,
this clearly is a home that embraces living. ….and is just minutes from WWWWWestfield’estfield’estfield’estfield’estfield’s s s s s fine shops, excellent schools,
and New York City transportation. OfOfOfOfOffffffered at $1,510,000.ered at $1,510,000.ered at $1,510,000.ered at $1,510,000.ered at $1,510,000.

Raider Soccer Boys Top
Montgomery, 1-0, in Sections


