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Discussion to Be Held
On ‘Mommy Blues’

FANWOOD – At its Wednesday,
November 16 meeting, the Union
County Chapter of Mothers & More
will host psychotherapist Melissa
Cohen, who will speak on the “mommy
blues.” Ms. Cohen will discuss the
symptoms and treatment of depres-
sion in mothers as well as the effects of
a mother’s depression on her child.

The meeting is open to the public
and will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Recreation Center, located
in Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
Refreshments will be provided.

A national, non-profit organization,
Mothers & More champions the value
and necessity of all mothers’ work to
society, paid and unpaid, both within
and outside of the home. It offers
members opportunities to connect with
like-minded women through evening
meetings, mom-and-tot outings,
mom’s night out, playgroups and a
book club, among other activities.

For more information about this
meeting, please call Stacy at (908)
928-9841 or Marilyn at (908) 568-
2633 or visit mothersandmore.org.

Principal Frank to Spotlight
‘Play Attention’ Initiative

WESTFIELD – Jodi Frank, Princi-
pal of Brunner Elementary School in
Scotch Plains, will discuss and dem-
onstrate “Play Attention,” a computer
technology initiative designed to help
improve a child’s attention span, on
Tuesday, November 15, at the Family
Support Organization (FSO) of Union
County offices in Westfield.

To participate, a student wears a
helmet and plays what looks like a
“video game,” when actually the game
is measuring and developing the
child’s attentiveness. The program,
part of a research study being con-
ducted by Duke University and
Unique Logic & Technology, is in use

We Should Not Walk Away
Just Because of Opposition
By THE REVEREND ANDREW

HAMERSLEY

About 20 years ago, I was in a new
diocese and joined with the clergy in
preparation for a large procession for
the funeral of a bishop. We were in
the undercroft of the massive cathe-
dral and the clergy were vesting. Once
I got dressed, I introduced myself to
a brother priest who identified him-
self as being the rector of a parish
north of the capital and see city.

Trying to be friendly and to estab-
lish a bit of rapport, I replied that I had
just attended a meeting of a group of
clergy and laity very near to where he
served in his parish. “Oh, that hereti-
cal group!” he exclaimed stiffly.
“We’re off to a good start, huh?” I
replied. And there was silence and
then he walked away.

The issue then was women priests.
That diocese had yet to ordain a
woman and I was in favor of it. I was
part of a group that claimed reso-
nance with the Anglo-Catholic move-
ment within Anglicanism but that was
also open to this change – hence the
charge of heresy from my stuffy
brother priest.

In those days people bandied about
accusations of heresy with great ease.
I took it for a while and probably shot
back in less than kind ways from time
to time. But eventually, I began to
reflect on the Church’s historic past
and remembered that heresy was at
one time a crime so serious that it
merited a death sentence.

I decided to give my brothers fair
warning that I would take future
charges of heresy with utmost seri-
ousness and might very well respond
forcefully if they persisted. They ei-
ther found other words or began to
talk behind my back.

A few weeks back I attended a con-
ference of clergy sponsored by my
current diocese. The presenter was a
very holy man, a former Roman Catho-
lic monk, a converted Episcopalian,

and now a retired bishop and teacher
of theology. Among other things, he
has sat on any number of commissions
of the worldwide Anglican Commun-
ion, particularly those convened around
ecumenism and theology.

As he tried to help us understand
where our Communion was in sort-
ing out the crisis precipitated by the
Episcopal Church’s consecration of
an actively gay bishop in New Hamp-
shire, he reminded us that after out-
right heresy, the most grievous sin
against God’s Church is schism.

In my personal life, although I am
not proud of it, I all too frequently
handle conflict in my house by walk-
ing out of the room. Because God is
good and full of grace, I always find a
way to walk back into the room, very
often remorseful and tenderhearted.

I wonder if my experience could be
extrapolated to shed light in a bigger
context. When faith communities and
others are stressed by significant dif-
ferences, the temptation is always
present to walk off in a huff. Society
is probably not helping. Popular cul-
ture currently offers terrible models
for conflict resolution: whoever can
dominate the airwaves and shout the
loudest wins. Haven’t you grown
weary of this programming? Aren’t
you fed up with the triumph of the
most snide and most loud?

People of faith are rightly held to a
higher standard, and even when oppos-
ing opinions are passionately held we
are obligated, it seems to me, to stay in
the room and keep talking civilly. Ab-
sent that, if we fall for the temptation of
overwhelming self-righteousness and
walk out in a huff, we cannot escape the
reach of our God who, in my experi-
ence, will always change our hearts and
call us back into relationship.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley serves as

Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Trip Is Planned to See
Miracle of Christmas
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield will sponsor a
trip to the Sight and Sound Theater in
Lancaster, Pa. for the 1 p.m. showing
of The Miracle of Christmas on Sat-
urday, December 10.

Participants are asked to gather in
the church parking lot on Mountain
Avenue at 8:30 a.m. and to bring a
bagged lunch for the trip. Following
the performance, the group will travel
to the Willow Valley Restaurant for a
buffet dinner, returning to Westfield
by 10 p.m.

An adult must accompany any child
on the trip. The cost is $95 per person
and includes transportation, a ticket
to the show and dinner. A $25 per
person deposit is due at the time of
registration and the total payment is
due by Tuesday, November 15. For
more information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-0301.

Workshop to Address Issues
Surrounding Homosexuality
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Spiritual

Growth Team at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church has invited mem-
bers of the community to take part in
a study workshop on “The Christian
Attitude Toward Homosexuality.”

It will be held on Wednesday, No-
vember 16, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and
Thursday, November 17, from 9:30
to 11 a.m. Each workshop will be
preceded by a half hour of refresh-
ments, snacks and fellowship.

Participants will discuss homosexu-
ality, how it is viewed according to the
Bible and how the Bible’s views are
relevant to life and lifestyles today.

Topics will include the effects and
affects of God’s judgment, as well as
the distinctions between the practice
and orientation of homosexuality.
Participants also will explore the pos-
sible origins of homosexuality and
how the life of Jesus might help indi-
viduals better understand the mindset
of sexuality in their lives as a whole.

The Reverend Diane Curtis, In-
terim Pastor of the Willow Grove
Church, will lead this study/discus-
sion based on a chapter in the book
“Searching Issues” by Nicky Gumbel.

Anyone interested in attending the
workshop is asked to call the church
office during morning hours, Mon-
day through Friday, at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc on

the Internet.
Babysitting will be available in the

Children’s Ark if requested in ad-
vance. Individuals are asked to let the
church know if they will need
childcare and the ages of the children
so appropriate activities can be
planned for them. Children also may
attend a storytime program called
“Tales in the Grove” at 7 p.m. on
November 16. The church is located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

PARTY TIME…Senior Troop No. 498 and Cadette Troop No. 513 of the
Westfield Community of the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council held a
birthday party for Juliette Gordon Low, the founder of the Girl Scout movement,
on October 28 at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield. Over 150 Daisy and
first- and second-grade Brownie Girl Scouts from approximately seven commu-
nities were on hand for the event. Pictured above, senior Sammy Luscombe of
Troop No. 498 makes sure the girls at the party are fed and happy.

in all five elementary schools within
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood district.

The public is invited to attend this
free program, the last of a fall series
of events offered by the FSO of Union
County. It will take place from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.  at 137 Elmer Street.

The FSO is contracted by the New
Jersey Department of Human Ser-
vices to offer support, education and
advocacy for parents and caregivers
of children with special mental health
needs. To reserve a space, be placed
on the mailing list for future events or
for more information, please call
Kathy or Gail at (908) 789-7625 dur-
ing business hours.

‘Molly Pitcher’ to Give
Talk to Woman’s Club
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield will hear stories of what
it was like for a woman traveling with
the Army during the American Revo-
lution in “Over Here Molly Pitcher”
on Monday, November 14, beginning
at 1:15 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge
located at 1011 Central Avenue in
Westfield.

In a dramatic presentation featur-
ing Stacy Roth, “Molly” will remi-
nisce about accompanying her hus-
band through summer battles and
winter encampments from Valley
Forge to Monmouth to Morristown,
including firing a cannon in the heat
of battle and trudging “behind the
baggage” in the quest for American
independence.

Ms. Roth is a freelance museum
educator, public speaker, vocalist and
performance artist. This program is
offered through the Horizons Speak-
ers Bureau of the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state partner for
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

The public is invited to attend. In-
terested individuals are asked to call
(908) 789-1045 for information. A
tea will follow the program.

Evangel Church to Join
Operation Christmas Child
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel

Church in Scotch Plains will take part
for the first time this year in Opera-
tion Christmas Child, a project de-
signed to bring holiday joy to chil-
dren around the world who are suffer-
ing as a result of poverty, war, dis-
ease, natural disaster or terrorism.

Children, families, churches and
groups are encouraged to fill empty
shoeboxes with toys, school supplies,
hygiene items, photographs and per-
sonal letters, which are then hand-
delivered to children in need.

The Evangel Church, located at
1251 Terrill Road, will be open to
receive gift-filled shoeboxes during
the project’s National Collection
Week, November 14 to 21. Local
hours of operation will be 3 to 6 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday; 2

to 4 p.m. Wednesday and Friday; 1 to
3 p.m. on Saturday, 2 to 4 p.m. Sun-
day and 3 to 6 p.m. the following
Monday.

Over 7.4 million gift-filled
shoeboxes were collected worldwide
last year and distributed to children in
more than 90 countries. This year’s
international goal is to collect and
distribute 7.8 million shoebox gifts.

Operation Christmas Child is a
project of Samaritan’s Purse, an in-
ternational Christian relief and evan-
gelism ministry headed by Franklin
Graham. For more information about
Evangel Church’s participation in the
project, please call (908) 322-9300.
To learn more about Operation Christ-
mas Child, or to receive free materi-
als, please call (800) 353-5949 or
visit www.samaritanspurse.org.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Lewis and Clark Milestone

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, No-
vember 13, from 2 to 4 p.m., the
Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield will commemorate the
Lewis and Clark expedition’s arrival
at the Pacific Ocean.

The expedition led by Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, called the
Corps of Discovery, left Missouri in
May 1804 and reached the Pacific
Ocean on November 14, 1805.

Fran Gold of Westfield will portray
Sacagawea, the Indian guide who
helped the explorers. She will present
a program entitled “From Sea to Shin-

ing Sea…The Lewis and Clark Expe-
dition Reaches the Pacific.”

Ms. Gold, President of the Volunteer
Board of the museum, will wear Native
American garb for the program. It is
described as ideal for children.

In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the Cooking Committee
will demonstrate open hearth cooking
techniques using seasonal foods and
authentic Colonial recipes, including
some of the recipes prepared by the
Lewis and Clark expedition.

Costumed docents will give tours
of the restored farmhouse through-
out the afternoon; the last tour will
be at 3:30 p.m. Admission to the
museum is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age six. For information about other
events, please call the museum at
(908) 232-1776.

Ketubah Unit to Meet
For Brunch Nov. 20

AREA – The B’nai B’rith Ketubah
Married Couples Unit (40+) will meet
for brunch on Sunday, November 20, at
11 a.m. at the New Orleans Steakhouse,
located at 680 Amboy Avenue in
Woodbridge.

The cost is $14 per person, plus tax
and gratuity. Interested persons are asked
to respond by calling Elaine at (908)
232-0062 by Friday, November 18.

FREE 22 OZ. Yankee Candle Jar with any purchase of $75 or more*
25% OFF ALL HOLIDAY GIFTS**

50% OFF ALL FALL & THANKSGIVING GIFTS***
Buy one box of Boxed Gift Cards & receive the second 50% off.

irma’sOnly at . . .

39 South Martine Ave., Fanwood • 908-322-4008

*After Discounts, While supplies last, Selected Scents only; **Sale excludes Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments, Jim Shore and Yankee Candle;

***Excludes Candy & Thanksgiving Counter Cards.


