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DWC Suit Against Town Chamber
Called ‘A Disgrace And Outrage’

What Was DWC Thinking When They
Sued WACC Over ‘W’ In Gift Cards?

DWC Board Member’s Daughter
‘Saddened’ By Leader Editorial

Edison Sixth Grader Says Cartoon
Did Not Include All The Facts

Who Does the DWC
Report to?

If even half of your editorial (Novem-
ber 3, 2005) on the antics of the DWC are
true, I am truly shocked. What are we to
expect from them next — perhaps the
raising of a small army of mercenaries to
take over Garwood?

Does the DWC not realize that it is
their very actions to attract outsiders into
Westfield that is responsible for the unsa-
vory crowd that hangs around outside the
Rialto on a Saturday night?

I have one question to ask: Who does
the DWC report to? And why is that
person or persons not taking action? It is
the Westfield residents who are paying
for all this nonsense and it’s high time the
DWC was disbanded. Their usefulness to
this town has long since been exhausted.

Telly Zachariades
Westfield

On page four of the Thursday, Novem-
ber 3, 2005, edition of The Westfield
Leader, there was a comic that wasn’t that
funny. It was called, “Officials try New
Program to Raise Math Scores at Edison.”
I didn’t seem to find that funny, because
I attend Edison. You forgot a few facts in
my opinion. Edison Intermediate School
has the Gifted and Talented math pro-
gram for sixth graders during sixth pe-
riod. Just this week they have added three
more people. Now eight people are in the
G&T math program.

Those three people came from regular
math classes. Now as I have taken it you
are trying to say that Edison kids are not
that smart. A couple of weeks ago we took
the NJ P.A.S.S, for three periods I might

add. Everyone I talked to, from the G&T
math kids to the regular kids, everyone
said, “That was easy.” I am in the school
play, Ax of Murder, and we were doing
homework, and we were talking. Some
seventh graders said they were taking
eighth-grade math courses.

I do have respect for Mr. Neseman for
I read his comics in The Leader every
Wednesday, and I must applaud him for
his witty yet newsworthy comics about
Westfield. Yet I think that maybe he
exaggerated a little; after all the G&T
math is in Edison not in Roosevelt. I thank
you so much for listening to my opinion.

Katie Sullivan, 6th-Grade Student
Edison Intermediate School

Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
copied to The Westfield Leader. The writer
is an architect in town.

* * * * *
I have read, with utter dismay, The

Westfield Leader article regarding the
lawsuit brought by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) against
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce. What a disgrace and outrage this
action is; it is simply inexcusable.

The DWC was created to help the
community. It receives taxpayer money,
which is not given voluntarily but rather
taken from the community by statute, to
supposedly accomplish this endeavor.
Note that the funds the Chamber receives
are given by hard-working, often finan-
cially challenged, local community in-
terests voluntarily.

Many people questioned the creation
of the DWC, which is essentially a new
layer of government and a new means for
taxing and spending public funds. I my-
self was a bit skeptical, but knowing our
local leaders at that time I had trust in
their decision, consistent with my well-
earned trust in them.

I have not been intimately involved
with the day-to-day functioning of the
DWC. On the surface it all seemed to be
going OK. But this below-the-surface
look at how time and money is spent is
very disturbing. It is an outrage to think
that the DWC is even spending time
discussing this ‘W’ issue, let alone acting
on it so irresponsibly.

You are probably aware that at the

suggestion of others I have applied for the
vacant position on the DWC board. Please
be aware that if you are looking for an
individual to support this insanity I would
respectfully request that you disregard
my application. If, however, you are look-
ing for a ‘benefit Westfield’ mindset
please consider my application along with
the other competent candidates.

It is hard to believe that anyone who
supported this outrage, either a board
member or a compensated party, would
continue being involved with this organi-
zation. Indeed, how could such individu-
als convince anybody that their hearts and
minds were solely into using valuable
hard-earned local money for the sole ben-
efit of our local community? I note that in
the suit the DWC wants the Chamber to
pay for legal fees. What difference does it
make who pays? In any case the same
local community pays.

The other relevant issue is whether the
DWC action is legal. Does the legislation
creating the DWC allow them to use time
and money for such a purpose? If it does
- shouldn’t it be changed? What is next?
Is the recreation department going to sue
the department of public works because
they do not like a sign that was placed in
one of the parks?

I know this is election time and minds
are elsewhere as a result, but this situation
must be addressed. The actions taken to
eliminate this behavior must be discussed
openly and enacted swiftly.

Robert Algarin
Westfield

I am writing in response to your edito-
rial, “Has the DWC Morphed Into Some-
thing Unintended?” As someone who was
raised in Westfield I was both saddened
and disappointed by your coverage of the
DWC and recent legal disputes involving
the “W” trademark. While lawsuits in-
volving community organizations may
constitute news “fit to print,” lengthy and
vague ruminations and insinuations about
the goings on at the DWC are not appro-
priate for the town’s “paper of record.”

You mention Joe Spector not once but
three times in your bizarre patchwork of
innuendo and grievances. It is unethical
for a paper with the resources and reader-
ship of The Westfield Leader to use those
resources to perpetuate gossip and innu-
endo. It’s doubly unfortunate that you,
out of the blue, take aim at one of
Westfield’s most passionate and devoted
community volunteers.

As Joe Spector’s oldest daughter I can
testify to his devotion to the improvement
of our community and quality of life in
Westfield. Jazz nights, festivals down-
town, outdoor dining, as well as many of
the other positive downtown develop-
ments of the last decade (note, a lack of
empty storefronts) are a direct result of

early mornings and late nights spent at the
DWC office with the other DWC volun-
teers and staff. Those thousands of hours
spent on community and downtown de-
velopment over the last several decades
were a great sacrifice for our family, as
well as a sacrifice for other volunteers
who missed family dinners or lazy Sun-
days to instead work for the betterment of
our town.

Such positive changes in town have not
happened magically on their own but are
a result of serious work and effort by the
special improvement district (the DWC)
and the cooperation of town government
and the Chamber of Commerce.

Joe Spector has worked diligently and
honorably assisting in this effort to make
Westfield the best it can be, first as an
officer of the Chamber of Commerce,
then the MainStreet organization, and
since 1997 the special improvement dis-
trict or DWC.

I hope that you will reconsider your
style of reportage and resist, in the future,
using the town’s “paper of record” as a
gossip rag for the slander of strangely
conjured-up adversaries.

Karen Spector
Los Angeles, CA

As I sit at the computer in my new home
in Portland, Me., I shake my head in won-
der. What was the DWC thinking when
they threatened and then sued the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
over the font of the letter “W” that was
used in their new gift card? Were they
thinking of the thousands and thousands of
dollars of the Westfield SID property own-
ers’ tax dollars they were committing to
squander on this frivolous lawsuit? Were
they thinking of the inappropriateness of
suing the WACC over a font in the public
domain? Were they thinking?

For those of you who do not even know
what the Westfield Gift Card is, let me
explain. The WACC has for many years
sold the Westfield Gift Coin at numerous
venues in Westfield. This is a beautifully
minted metal coin that comes in an attrac-
tive gift box along with a list of businesses
that accept the coins. (This list can be
accessed on the town website and includes
most businesses in town). The coin is a
favorite holiday and teacher’s gift. It ben-
efits the merchants in Westfield because
the money must be spent in a local store.

However, it is only available in one
denomination - $25. With the technology
available today, the idea of a gift card,
which can be purchased and recharged in
multiple denominations, made sense to
the WACC. Furthermore, rather than giv-
ing back change from purchases the bal-
ance would remain on the gift card. This
insures that all the money would be spent
locally. Since it is a debit card, the store
would not have to pay a percentage to a
credit card company and would have the
funds almost immediately. Stores now
must take the coins to either the Town
Bank, or BOA, another chore for the
merchant.

The WACC is a 56-year-old institution
in Westfield that is supported by mem-
bership dues and events such as Festifall
and Spring Fling. The Chamber also spon-
sors the summer car shows in the down-
town, the annual tree-lighting ceremony
and the very popular farmers market. Not
one of these events costs the taxpayers of
Westfield one cent, yet they add greatly to
the quality of life in town.

The DWC, on the other hand, has an
annual budget of $377,000, which the
town provides through a special tax as-
sessment on commercial properties in the

Special Improvement District (SID). The
Chamber cannot afford a legal battle with
the much richer DWC, even though they
are in the right. Against my strong coun-
sel the WACC offered to destroy the
cards already printed at a cost of approxi-
mately $800. That apparently was not
good enough. The DWC initiated the
lawsuit anyway and had their lawyer seek
an injunction stopping the WACC from
distributing the cards already printed. They
even had the nerve to sue the Chamber for
the cost of their lawyer.

David Martone, chairman of the DWC,
and Sherry Cronin were strongly urged
not to proceed with this frivolous lawsuit.
They ignored these pleas. What the point
they were trying to make is, I cannot
fathom. If this is the highest and best use
of DWC funds, does the DWC need to
continue in its present form? The prop-
erty owners in the SID cannot allow this
waste of their money. I urge them to
convey this to the town council. The
mayor and town council must then deter-
mine what course of action to take.

As a former member of the DWC Board
of Directors and chairman of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce I am shocked
and saddened by this event.

Richard Fromkin
Portland, Me.

Heather Glen Tax
Exemption Is Wrong
I am grateful to Walter Appel for voic-

ing his concern in last week’s letters to the
editor regarding the Heather Glen tax
giveaway and calling it to the attention of
Scotch Plains taxpayers.

I’m adding my two cents (read:
$8,000+) of anxiety to this growing issue,
recognizing that it is still in its proposal
stage. The theory that some property
owners be exempt from participating in
the educational system and be forgiven
property taxes due the board of education
is an outrageous one and in all probability
deficient in its constitutionality.

This fantasy proposal, born of naiveté
and nurtured by greed, affects and dis-
criminates against all of us who pay our
share – grudgingly or not – regardless of
having children in the school system.
Hopefully, the town council will allow a
full public discussion on the issue before
voting on it.

Sheldon Roskin
Scotch Plains

What’s in a Name? United Way or
United Fund of Westfield?

One of Westfield’s most renowned citizens, H.
Emerson Thomas died on August 25, 2001 at the age
of 98, having lived in town since 1942. He was one
of the original incorporators of the United Fund of
Westfield in 1957, serving as a trustee from 1957 to
1992. He had numerous other civic and professional
accomplishments that filled the front page upon his
death. He served six years as mayor and four years
on the town council, and he helped found the Westfield
Foundation. Mr. Thomas was known professionally
as Mr. LP-Gas. ‘Em,’ as Mr. Thomas insisted on
being called, energetically protected the anonymity
of his ‘H’ (although he was not too much concerned
about the font).

Three questions regarding names now arise about
Mr. Thomas and the organization he helped create,
the United Fund of Westfield. The questions are:
What does the ‘H’ stand for in Mr. Thomas’ name,
why was he called Mr. LP-Gas and why is the United
Fund of Westfield, after 48 years, now called the
United Way of Westfield?

We have definite knowledge of what the ‘H’ stands
for and why Mr. Thomas was called Mr. LP-Gas. Mr.
Thomas was a leader 50 years ago in bringing
liquefied petroleum gas to New Jersey for industrial
and home use, thus Mr. LP-Gas. Since Mr. Thomas
impishly whispered in Publisher Horace Corbin’s
ear a year or so before his death that his ‘H’ also stood
for Horace, we’re sure that he won’t mind that his
secret is now out.

It’s a little harder to explain why the United Fund of
Westfield (UFW) has now changed its name to the
United Way of Westfield (UWW), as the organization
has been enormously successful and giving to the
community. We understand that since inception, UFW
has been a part of the national United Way. There were
exceptions to this during the few years of scandal at
the national level when the UFW withdrew.

But now the UFW is back as part of the national,
but the national United Way has insisted that the
UFW change its name to UWW for branding consid-
erations. All is well and good, in general, but has
there been too much frenzy around here recently

about “branding?”
Another name change nearby in the United Way

family is that of the United Way of Eastern Union
County headquartered in Elizabeth. They changed
their name to be the United Way of Greater Union
County (UWGUC). The Summit and Westfield
United Ways were asked to become part of this new
reorganization. They refused.

UWGUC is now soliciting donations from
Westfield residents and the UWW is understandably
perturbed. The public is confused also. Where are
they to make their donations and where will the
money be used? Good questions – and how much
overhead becomes of this through duplicity? What
will happen to the UWW?

This struggle is analogous to the attempt a few
years back to have the Summit and Westfield/
Mountainside Chapters of the American Red Cross
merge with other Red Cross chapters that were
failing in the county. Reasoning rejected this notion
— “Why ruin the two organizations that are working
by forcing them to be part of failing organizations?”

Do we have the same situation with the United
Way? Summit and Westfield are successful – is the
United Way of Eastern Union County failing?

The UWGUC Annual Report of latest results does
not show a good situation. See uwguc.org. For the
year 2003-2004, they report revenues of $2.78 mil-
lion with general administration and overhead costs
of $952,000 and a decrease in assets of $594,000. To
right themselves in 2004-2005, they plan to increase
revenues locally by $1.2 million. Is this to come from
Summit and Westfield?

The United Way of Westfield Board of Trustees is
weighing this situation. The resolution might need to
come from the national level. The UWGUC director
offers to discuss the matter. We need to learn more
and are willing to listen.

We wonder what H. (Horace) Emerson (‘Em’)
Thomas would advise? Drop the ‘W’ from the United
Way of Westfield and return to being the United
Fund of Westfield, with or without being part of the
national United Way?

Desecration of Bench
Gets Town’s Response
Thanks to Joan Lowell Smith for her

letter of October 6 highlighting the des-
ecration of my son Jeff’s memorial bench
at Mindowaskin Park. I also want com-
mend The Leader and say how impressed
I am that your “letters to the editor” are so
widely read and get things done. After
months trying to find a resolution for this
very upsetting situation, since the letter
appeared I have heard from our chief of
police and from Friends of Mindowaskin.
After all, my bench and many plaques and
trees are sacred memorials to loved ones
and should get the same respect as a
tombstone in a cemetery.

Friends of Mindowaskin has promised
to correct the problem expeditiously and
the police will take measures to make it
less likely that further destruction of
benches will occur. Mindowaskin is a
Westfield treasure and now I have hope
that it will return to its unblemished ap-
pearance so that more people will be
inclined to place memorial tributes within
the park.

Florence Ross Walsh
Westfield

WHS Band’s There for
Support of the Team
This is an open letter from one march-

ing-band parent to the football parents of
Westfield High School. On Friday
evening, November 4, the football team
played an away game in the City of Eliza-
beth. Due to the unfortunate occurrence
of our equipment truck breaking down,
our arrival was later than planned and the
band was unable to perform their pre-
game show, which is the usual procedure.
The band did, however, attend the game
to play music in the stands to support the
football team and the game.

Before the end of the game, the band
was asked to leave the stands and to
proceed to our buses for an early depar-
ture. At the time we did not know, but
later learned, that there was the possibil-
ity of violent actions surrounding the play-
ing of the football game. The Elizabeth
Police Department wanted our group to
be able to leave the stadium without the
danger of any of our students being in-
jured. This was made clear by the pres-
ence of nearly a dozen police officers in
cruisers and on motorcycles.

As the band was leaving the stands,
however, a football parent approached
the band and made the very audible com-
ment of “Why even bother coming?” Well,
we bother coming to support the school
and the football team, that’s why. Win or
lose, the band will always be in the stands
supporting this effort.

I feel that to be vilified by the parents of
the football team is in extremely bad
taste. It is tough when a sports program
goes through a run of losing seasons, but
to take it out on the marching band is just
plain silly!

No matter how you cut it, it is not the
job of the band to win the game, it is the
job of the team and its coaches.

Kathy Steinfeld
Westfield

With Words, Votes and Swords,
We Are Blessed – Thank You

Molded from words, votes and swords, we citizens of
democracy are free. We have the right to shape our
public future and to pursue happiness. Equally, we have
the obligation to stand up to maintain these privileges.

This week, we witnessed a convergence of words,
votes and swords. On Tuesday, we spoke with our
votes and welcomed home our soldiers with their
swords. We are grateful, blessed – thank you.

We elected from among a qualified, dedicated
group of candidates those who will lead our local and
state governments for the next few years. The elec-
tion marked the culmination of months-long cam-
paigns, during which interested, concerned citizens
exercised their right of free speech.

Inside these pages and in public forums, we have
heard and in many cases participated in dialogue and
debate about key issues affecting our towns, our county
and our state. Now, we challenge our new leadership to

hear our individual and collective voices as they lead us.
On the two days surrounding the election, the

250th Signal Battalion returned home to a heroes’
welcome at the Westfield Armory. On Monday night,
a large, appreciative crowd greeted the first contin-
gent of soldiers returning. Last night, a second group
was scheduled to return in similar fashion.

Ironically, our soldiers left to Iraq on Election Day
last year. These men and women fought to uphold the
pillars of democracy – to free a people whose voices
and votes have been silenced by the swords of an
oppressive regime.

When we protest, when we vote, when we speak our
minds, when we put our trust in our elected officials,
we must remember, thank and honor those who have
sacrificed and fought to protect our liberties.

Defending freedom is a job never done; but with
words, votes and swords, “Peace is our profession.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Curassow – A bird of South and

Central America similar to the turkey
2. Capillature – The act of dressing the

hair
3. Flagitious – Shameful; corrupt
4. Fiants – The dung of a fox, wolf or

badger

CAPERCAILLIE
1. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

2. A water wheel, consisting of two
tapering shells, one within the other

3. The Scotch wood grouse
4. A calcareous deposit found in the

sacs of the ear
TANA

1. With great speed
2. In India, a police station
3. A species of sandpiper
4. Of utmost importance

XERES
1. The fork-tailed arctic gull
2. A small three-masted vessel used by

the corsairs in the Mediterranean
3. An ancient Persian king who fought

against the Greeks at the battle of Mara-
thon

4. A sherry from Spain
WLATSOME

1. Alluring; intriging
2. Overloaded
3. Disgusting; offensive
4. Expansive; very rangy

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


