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A member of

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.
Virtual surgery that can treat even 
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor.  Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body.  And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time.  Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org
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5 Hours Open Bar
Cocktail Hour

Full Course Dinner
Tiered Wedding Cake
Private Bridal Rooms

Specializing in White Glove
French Service

FROM $4495

THANKSGIVING DAY BUFFET
Treat your family to our Thanksgiving Day Silver
Candelabra Buffet in our Mediterranean rooms:

Fresh shrimp, oysters, clams on the half shell, chef carved turkey,

prime rib, leg of lamb, virginia baked ham, sesame chicken, soup,

greek potatoes, broccoli, mushrooms and assorted salads,

viennese pastry tables including fresh fruit, cheesecakes,

chocolate cake, pies and assorted pastries and cookies.

Children 12 years old and under: $13.95
plus service charge & tax

Adults: $28.95

in our “Ala Carte Dining Room dinners from $11.95 includes

choice of vegetable, potato or rice and our unbeatable salad bar

VIEWING THE WATCHUNG MOUNTAINS

Every Wednesday • 5:00pm to 10:00pm
$995 Children

Featuring Greek Music with Pianist “Jerry”

$1995 Adults

Classic Seafood Selections

MEDITERRANEAN SEAFOOD BUFFET
Every Friday Night •  5:00pm to 10:00pm

$2995 per adult • $1495 per child  (8 Yrs Old & Younger)

BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY
11:00am to 3:00pm

$1995 per adult • $995 per child  (8 Yrs Old & Younger)

908-322-7726
Park & Mountain Ave., Scotch Plains

Visit our website at:
www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Elegant Marble Staircases • Easy Access From Rts. 78 & 287

Snuffy’s

Plus Tax & Service

Plus Tax & Service

LET’S DO ITALIAN BUFFET!
Every Thursday Night

Cavetelli Broccoli, Beef Burgundy, Tortellini Alfredo, Chicken Marsala,

Shrimp Scampi, Lobster Ravioli, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini,

Baked Haddock Sicilian Style, Chicken & Sausage Italian Style

Soup: Pasta Fagioli, Minestrone, Potato Leek, New England Clam Chowder

Dessert: Canoli, Assorted Cheesecake, Tiramisu

PLUS OUR FABULOUS CARVING STATION AND MUCH MORE!

COLD ANTIPASTO:

Add an extra $1200 For A Live Lobster

$1795 Plus tax
& service

 Per Child
8 Yrs Old & Younger$895

Plus Tax & Service Plus Tax & Service

Grouper, Red Snapper, Octopus, Shrimp & Clams

Length of Cooper Road
Hearings Frustrates Board

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment expressed frustration last week
that hearings on the application to
build a house on the Cooper Road
island have dragged on for a year, but
agreed to hold what is hoped will be a
final hearing on the matter next month.

At last Thursday’s hearing, it was
expected that neighbors opposed to
the application by Mark Lustbader of
West Orange, who represents HUB
Realty, would finish presenting their
case in opposition before being given
the chance to question witnesses who
had testified earlier this year on Mr.
Lustbader’s behalf.

However, professional planners
representing both Mr. Lustbader and
the neighbors were unable to attend
last week’s meeting. Instead, Robert
Kraus, the attorney for Mr. Lustbader,
cross-examined William Gregor, an
engineer who at the previous hearing
in May had questioned various as-
pects of the applicant’s site plan and
had also expressed skepticism about
the safety of sight distances from the
property’s proposed driveway onto
Cooper Road.

When this testimony was completed
an hour into the hearing, Mr. Kraus
asked to present a rebuttal witness,
but Marc Rogoff, the attorney for
Cooper Road resident Vince DeLisi,
objected, saying that enough had been
heard on the issue from both sides. At
this point, with no other witnesses
seemingly set to testify, board mem-
ber Tim Livolsi said it was “ridicu-
lous” that the hearings were taking so
long to complete.

“It’s too darn long,” he said. “It’s
unfair to the neighbors.” He said he
was ready to vote on the application,
saying he wasn’t sure there was “any
additional material testimony”
needed.

Mr. Lustbader wants to build a home
on a portion of non-township-owned
land on the island, a diamond-shaped
parcel situated on Cooper Road be-
tween Heather Lane and Wellington
Downs. Due to the property being
smaller in size than required by local
zoning requirements, he is seeking a
variance from the board.

The property, which is slightly less
than an acre in size, is on the western,
or Edison, side of the island and is
situated on high, wooded ground.
AT&T currently owns that half of the
property while Scotch Plains owns
the other half of the island. Neighbors
are objecting, saying the site is un-

suitable for a house, which they claim
will lead to increased and unsafe traf-
fic on Cooper Road as well as nega-
tively affect the character of the
neighborhood.

Since the application first came up
in November 2004, there have been
two formal hearings before the board,
in January and May. Attempts to im-
mediately continue the hearings fol-
lowing those two dates were thwarted
by scheduling conflicts among expert
witnesses and a request by the Cooper
Road neighbors for time to have their
own experts evaluate the site and the
application. Board member Chris
Abeel noted last week that the numer-
ous postponements were “choking”
the process by repeatedly pushing other
applications off the board’s calendar
and into the future. Board Vice Chair-
man Ken Anderson expressed some
frustration that the November 3 hear-
ing had long been intended to com-
plete work on the application and said
that if Mr. Rogoff had known his pro-
fessional planner was not going to be
available, then he should have another
planner’s services.

Board Attorney Vince Loughlin,
when asked if the board could decide
to end testimony and move to consid-
eration of the application, said it would
not be “legally correct” to do so since
the objecting neighbors still have wit-
nesses they wish to call to testify.

The board then allowed Mr. Kraus
to present two rebuttal witnesses, en-
gineer Chris Kastrud and traffic con-
sultant Elizabeth Dolan, with the latter
testifying that, based on her analysis,
vehicles would be able to safely exit
the property onto Cooper Road.

The board will resume the hear-
ing — and hopefully complete its
work — on the application at its
Thursday, December 1 meeting,
when the final witnesses will tes-
tify and neighborhood residents
will be given a chance to ask ques-
tions and offer comments.

Mayor McCarthy to
Hold Saturday Hours
GARWOOD –Garwood Mayor

Dennis J. McCarthy will hold his
monthly mayor’s Saturday hours from
10 to 11 a.m., on Saturday, November
12 in the municipal building at 403
South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or just
stop by and say hello and meet the
mayor.

For more information, call (908)
789-0710.

SP, FW, SP-F BOE Receive
$125,000 In State Funding

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood, the Township of Scotch
Plains and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education have
jointly received three grants totaling
approximately $125,000 from the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs. The funding came
through grant applications submit-
ted by Fanwood officials.

The three governing bodies
qualified for this funding through
their shared services efforts, which
allow them to pool resources, work
together to solve problems and
seek out grants that they are eli-
gible for because of their coop-
erative status.

The first grant has provided
$40,000 to help implement a shared
maintenance equipment storage fa-
cility. The new facility, currently
being constructed on the grounds of
the Scotch Plains Public Works De-
partment on Westfield Road, will
house field maintenance equipment
that is jointly owned and operated by
the three groups.

Scotch Plains is the lead agency in
coordinating the building project,
although the financing of the project
is jointly assumed by all three enti-
ties.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
noted, “A recent needs assessment
showed that each entity needed more
space to store valuable equipment,
especially the new jointly owned field
maintenance pieces. By tackling the
storage need together, no one body
bears the entire burden, and our capa-
bilities are expanded. The state grant
makes our efforts even more effi-
cient.”

Two additional grants of $38,288
and $46,350 are supporting the
implementation of phases one and
two of a joint project of the Fanwood
Public Library, the Scotch Plains
Public Library and the school librar-
ies of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Public Schools.

 The state funding will make
possible a shared database, auto-
mation and catalog collection. The
Borough of Fanwood is the lead
agency in coordinat ing this
project.

“We know that we would not have
been eligible for this funding without
our track record of successfully work-

ing together on previous shared ser-
vices projects,” Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. “These two
grants will allow our public librar-
ies and our school libraries to ex-
pand the world for our local citi-
zens and our children through tech-
nology.”

Although the state has encouraged
shared services among municipali-
ties for the past several years, the
local efforts between two towns and
a regional board of education are
unique in New Jersey and have been
recognized by the New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Shared Services Committee, which
formed five years ago, was also suc-
cessful in obtaining funding through
the Union County Field of Dreams
project to help with the renovation
of the Park Middle School fields.
For that project the board of educa-
tion served as the lead agency.

Other shared services projects
have included the coordination of
all local athletic field scheduling
through jointly owned software, the
purchase of the field maintenance
equipment, cable TV and technol-
ogy projects, and a parking and
traffic study currently being con-
ducted for the area surrounding the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

According to SP-F Board of Edu-
cation President Linda Nelson, the
benefits of the local shared services
efforts go beyond the obvious finan-
cial ones.

“By working together on these
projects, each entity has devel-
oped an understanding of the
challenges and restrictions the
others are facing. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is a small community,
and we all are struggling with the
same issues, but from different
angles. Working together we can
more easily identify and solve
problems and avoid misunder-
standings,” she explained.

“The board of education appreci-
ates the climate of trust and under-
standing that has been established
among the three entities,” Ms. Nelson
said.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
IN TUNE…On Sunday Oct. 30, the Westfield High School band competed in the
NJ State Marching Band Championships at Marlton and placed third against
seven others in their division. The band completes the season competition this
Saturday at the Northeast Regional in Allentown.

PA PromotesTownship
Resident to Sergeant
SCOTCH PLAINS — Port Au-

thority of New York and New Jersey
Police Officer Daniel Ray of Scotch
Plains has been promoted to the rank
of sergeant.

Sergeant Ray was one of 23 members
of the Port Authority promoted during a
ceremony held November 7 at Sheraton
Newark Airport in Newark.

Two new assistant chiefs, two in-
spectors, one captain, two lieuten-
ants, 14 sergeants and two detec-
tives were elevated to higher ranks
within the bistate agency’s police
force during the ceremony.

Assem. Bramnick Rides
With Auto Theft Task Force
AREA — On October 27 Assem-

blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow joined with
the Essex and Union County Auto
Theft Task Force (ATTF) to observe
their operations in Newark and
Irvington.

The purpose of this trip was to
learn about the program and begin a
campaign to raise funding from pri-
vate insurance companies in order
to increase ATTF activities. Police
officers developed the ATTF to pa-
trol targeted cities for cars that were
recently reported stolen. The ATTF
officers cover the cities in unmarked
SUVs and pickup trucks, constantly
checking the license plates of ve-
hicles to determine if they are sto-
len, Mr. Romankow said.

The ATTF is a successful and
productive law enforcement unit.
In the past 13 years, the ATTF has
been responsible for the recovery
of 5,200 stolen vehicles valued at
$56,000,000. A total of 552 of these
vehicles, valued at $7,000,000,
were recovered in 2004 alone. The
ATTF was also responsible for un-
covering several “chop shops” in
Essex and Union Counties. How-
ever, the ATTF is not only protect-
ing vehicles, but it is protecting
people from criminals as well. The
ATTF has made over 3,200 arrests
and many of these arrests were

made for or in conjunction with
more serious offenses, such as
carjacking, armed robbery, aggra-
vated assault, weapons offense, and
homicides, the prosecutor said.

“The Essex/Union Auto Theft Task
Force has been a model to all police
departments in America. Countless
ATTF programs have been established
in the past 14 years based on their work
in Essex and Union Counties, and law
officers from across the nation and world
have come to northern New Jersey to
ride and learn from this program,” a
prosecutor’s office spokesman said.

 Assemblyman Bramnick is a mem-
ber of the State General Assembly’s
Law and Public Safety Committee.

www.goleader.com


