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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME...Area soldiers from the New Jersey National Guard of the 250th Signal
Battalion march home to the Westield Armory on the last leg of their journey from duty in Iraq Monday night. Flag-waving
throngs lined the streets from the parkway along Central Avenue as their bus received a police and fire escort. Hundreds
greeted the soldiers and their families at the armory. The second contingent of soldiers were due home Wednesday night after
press time.

Joan Wheeler, DEM Bruce Walsh, DEM

Suzette Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELECTION NIGHT...Fanwood Borough Council candidates, Maureen Mawby
and Michael D’Antuono of the GOP, relax at the Sun Tavern with colleagues after
their close election loss last night.

Asw. Linda Stender (D) LD-22 Asm. Jerry Green (D) LD-22

Democrats Projected to Win
Fanwood Council Seats

By SUZETTE F. STALKER AND
MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democrats were

the projected winners Tuesday night
in a tight race for two open seats on
the Fanwood Borough Council, al-
though the inclusion of absentee
ballots separated Democrat Joan
Wheeler and Republican Michael
D’Antuono by a mere seven votes.

Unofficial tallies released Tues-
day night after polls closed at 8 p.m.
showed former Councilman Bruce
Walsh as the top vote getter, with
1,388, while running mate Joan
Wheeler received 1,353 votes. Mr.
D’Antuono trailed closely with
1,335 tallies, with fellow Republi-
can Maureen Mawby garnering
1,297.

Absentee ballot totals were as fol-
lows: Mr. Walsh, 28 votes; Ms.
Wheeler, 27 votes; Mr. D’Antuono,
38 votes, and Ms. Mawby, 39 votes.
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern confirmed yesterday
morning that the new totals created

an overall discrepancy of seven
votes between Ms. Wheeler and Mr.
D’Antuono. She said provisional
ballots had yet to be tabulated.

A dual Democrat win will mean a
6-0 majority on the borough’s gov-
erning body come January, in addi-
tion to the mayor’s office. Republi-
cans Stuart Kline and Andrew
Calamaras, both of who opted not
to seek reelection, currently hold
the seats that were up for grabs.

Fifty-eight percent of Fanwood’s
4,827 registered voters, or 2,828
people, cast their ballots in this year’s
election. This figure did not include
absentee or provisional ballots.

Reached yesterday morning, Mr.
Walsh said he was, “excited to back
on council.” He said results in
Fanwood showed that two-party
government, an issue raised by Re-
publican candidates, was not an is-
sue for voters. He noted that Re-
publican Doug Forrester won the
town over Senator Jon Corzine in
the gubernatorial race, as did Re-
publicans in the county freeholder

election. Yet, he noted, Democratic
Assemblywoman Linda Stender, a
former borough mayor, was victo-
rious along with himself and Ms.
Wheeler.

“They (the voters) choose the per-
son and not the party. They knew
Linda (Stender) and they got to know
Joan (Wheeler),” Mr. Walsh told
The Times.

He said one of his main goals
would be to look for ways to save
the borough money and reduce the
property tax burden on residents.

After the results were in, Mr.
D’Antuono and Ms. Mawby joined
supporters – among them former
Mayor Louis Jung and former Coun-
cilman David Trumpp – at a gather-
ing at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood.

Mr. D’Antuono remarked how
“quite a few of the voters came out
– that made me very happy. I think
we had a very heavy turnout.” He
also expressed his gratitude to all
those who supported the Republi-
can campaign.

In spite of not winning a council
seat, Ms. Mawby remarked that she
“was very happy with the way our
campaign went. Going house to
house in Fanwood, we met wonder-
ful people.

“I felt as though Mike and I would
make a big difference in Fanwood
and go in the right direction toward
the redevelopment of the downtown
and to devise a plan toward cutting
our extremely high property taxes,”
she continued. “I want to thank ev-
eryone who supported our cam-
paign, and our campaign managers
for helping us complete a great cam-
paign.”

According to Democrat Tom
Plante, many Republicans in the
borough seem to be concerned about
the concept of a one-party govern-
ment, which is the apparent situa-
tion with the Democrats’ projected
win. However, Mr. Plante, pointing
out that the Democrats were practi-
cally non-existent in Fanwood prior
to 1988, felt this was not a concern.
“The idea that we ruined a two-
party system is absurd,” he said.

At the Fanwood Democrats’ af-
ter-party at the South Street Café,
located just past the borough’s train
station, Mayor Colleen Mahr
thanked the Democrats for their hard
work, and noted that Ms. Wheeler
and Mr. Walsh have made their party
very proud. Mr. Walsh previously
served nine years as a Fanwood
councilman, including two as coun-
cil president. Ms. Wheeler is the
projected winner of her first coun-
cil term.

According to Ms. Wheeler, her pro-
jected win would mark the first time
in Union County’s history that women
will hold a majority on council.

District 22: Stender, Green
Beat GOP’s Malool, Medved

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — Democrats were
victorious in the 22nd Legislative
District on Tuesday, with incum-
bents Linda Stender of Fanwood
and Jerry Green of Plainfield easily
winning re-election.

Unofficial returns showed Mrs.
Stender winning 28,745 votes in
gaining a third term in Trenton while
Mr. Green received 27,069 votes in
winning an eighth term. The Demo-
crats defeated Republicans Nancy
Malool, a councilwoman from
Scotch Plains, who received 17,503
votes and Elyse-Bochicchio
Medved of Rahway,who received
15,790 votes.

Upon her victory, Assembly-
woman released a statement through
her spokeswoman Jennifer
Mancuso.

“I am gratified by the tremendous
show of support from the voters of
the 22nd District. It affirms my com-
mitment to working for a better New
Jersey and representing my com-
munity in Trenton.”

Mrs. Malool, calling the cam-
paign “a wonderful experience,”
told The Times that she hopes Mrs.

Stender and Mr. Green “go to Tren-
ton and do more than they have
done.” She also said she hoped the
winners don’t take their victories
“as an indication that people are
happy,” noting that nothing had been
done regarding property tax reform,
which she said was the top issue of
voters she spoke with during the
campaign.

“They have two years to show us
they have the best interests of the

people of the 22nd District at heart,”
Mrs. Malool said of Mrs. Stender
and Mr. Green.

Mrs. Stender received 1,561 votes
in Fanwood, where she served as
mayor while Mr. Green received
1,308 votes, Mrs. Malool, 1,296 and
Ms. Medved, 1,090. In Scotch
Plains, Mrs. Stender won 3,926
votes, Mr. Green won 3,393 votes,
Mrs. Malool, 3,624 and Ms.
Medved, 3,091.

Dems Retain 9-0 Advantage
On County Freeholder Bd.

By MEGHAN GILL
AND JIM HALLERAN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA—County Democrats re-
tained their 9-0 mandate after
sweeping on Tuesday night. Incum-
bents Angel Estrada, Rick Proctor
and Nancy Ward defeated the Re-
publican contingent of Patricia
Quattrocchi, Stuart Kline and Al
Dill by close to 20,000 votes each.
In addition, incumbent Democrat

Joanne Rajoppi was elected to her
third five-year term as county clerk.

County Democrats were in abun-
dance to celebrate at L’Affaire in
Mountainside on election night. As
the numbers came in, the crowd
grew.

John Salerno, Union County Pub-
lic Information Officer attended the
event. “I’m on vacation, so there is
no conflict of interest for me being
here. I have been coming to this for
years, it is so much fun” he said. Mr.
Salerno was wearing a “Carpenters
for Corzine” t-shirt.

Ms. Ward and Angel Estrada,
Democratic incumbents for free-
holder, would not comment at the
event.

Following the victory, the Union
County Democratic slate, in a joint
comment, said, “First and foremost,
we would like to thank the voters of
Union County for their confidence
and their support in our candida-
cies. They have responded to our
efforts in moving Union County in
the right direction, and we will con-
tinue to work hard to provide the
best possible governmental ser-
vices.”

Ms. Quattrocchi told the Westfield
Leader and The Times, “we’re dis-
appointed. But we are hopeful and
positive that next year, with (State
Senator) Tom Kean Jr. throwing his
hat into the race for (U.S.) Senate,
that will help us tremendously.”

Angel Estrada, DEM Rich Proctor, DEM Nancy Ward, DEM

Detailed SP Election
Results to Come:

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will print detailed
Scotch Plains election
results by district in our
next issue, November 17.


