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Voters will be asked to select three Union County Freeholders to serve three-year terms plus to choose the county clerk to serve a five-year term. There are nine freeholders based in the county seat of Elizabeth governing the county’s
population  of a little over 500,000 people. Each year, three freeholders are elected on an “at large” basis. The county budget budget is approximately $390 million funded mostly by property taxes, which in this area amounts to about 20
percent of the property tax bill. For the last ten years, the board has been composed of all Democrats based on their numerical voter registration in the densely urban population areas from Elizabeth, Plainfield, Linden and Union.

Garwood Voters to Select Two Members for Borough Council

Anthony Sytko, GOP Bruce Paterson, GOP

Four Candidates Running
For Two Seats on Council

Garwood Candidate Bios
William Schadewald

Hometown: Garwood
Candidate for: Garwood Council
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Mr. Schadewald owns

Mr. B’s in Garwood, a pet and pet-
grooming store.

Education: Councilman Schadewald
is a graduate of St. Anne’s Parochial
School in Garwood, David Brearley
High School in Kenilworth and Union
County College.

Experience: Mr. Schadewald has
served on the borough council for nine
years. He has served as Garwood Bor-
ough Council president and currently
serves on the streets and roads, recre-
ation and senior citizen committees.

Walter Tucker
Hometown: Garwood
Candidate for: Garwood Council
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Mr. Tucker is an execu-

tive with a medal manufacturer.
Education: Mr. Tucker graduated

from Kean University with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Industrial Tech-
nology and is a certified municipal
official. He is a graduate of Warren
Regional High School.

Experience: Councilman Tucker cur-
rently serves as borough council presi-
dent. He was elected to a four-year
term on council in 2001. He currently
serves as fire commissioner.

Bruce Paterson
Hometown: Garwood
Candidate for: Garwood Council
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mr. Paterson is now the

head of construction estimating for a
local construction company. He has been
employed with two engineering and con-
struction firms and is presently starting
his own plumbing contracting company.

Education: Mr. Paterson has a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Mechanical
Engineering from Rutgers University.
He is a licensed New Jersey plumber.
Mr. Paterson is a 1969 graduate of
Cranford High School.

Experience: The candidate has served
on various borough committees in
Garwood including the Celebrations

Committee, Steering Committee for
Education Foundation, School Refer-
endum Committee, and Centennial
Anniversary Committee. He is the edi-
tor of Garwood’s The Roaming Eye &
Ear newsletter. He is treasurer of the
Garwood Republican Committee and
a district committeeman. Mr. Paterson
was a candidate for Union County free-
holder in 2004.

Anthony Sytko
Hometown: Garwood
Candidate for: Garwood Council
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: The candidate is a ca-

reer fireman and deputy chief with the
Irvington Fire Department.

Education: A graduate of Roselle
Catholic High School, Mr. Sytko re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication Studies and a minor in
Political Science from The College of
New Jersey in Trenton in 2003. He is
currently a student at Seton Hall Law
School in Newark.

Experience: The candidate is a mem-
ber of the Garwood Republican Com-
mittee.

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Garwood residents will
choose between four candidates for two
seats on the borough council on Election
Day, Tuesday, November 8.

Republican Bruce Paterson, a life-long
resident of Union County, graduated with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Me-
chanical Engineering from Rutgers Uni-
versity.

He has been employed in two engi-
neering and construction firms and is
presently starting a plumbing contracting
company. Mr. Paterson is currently now
head of construction estimating company.

When asked why he was running for
council he said, “My main objective is to
supply information to the people of
Garwood.”

“I want people to know what is going
on, on the county level and the local
level,” said Mr. Paterson, who ran last
year for county freeholder.

Mr. Paterson already writes a quarterly
newsletter and distributes them person-
ally throughout the borough. He has served
on various municipal, planning and school
committees. He has taken a special inter-
est in helping Garwood seniors and hard
working families.

His involvement in the school district’s
plans for construction helped save millions
of taxpayer dollars in the borough, accord-
ing to Mr. Paterson. He says it’s a matter of
“taxpayers versus the government.”

Mr. Paterson’s running-mate, Anthony
Sytko, graduated with honors from The
College of New Jersey with a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Communication Studies
and a minor in Political Science. He cur-
rently is a career fireman and deputy chief
with the Irvington Fire Department.

Mr.  Sytko said he can bring a younger
perspective  to the  council and is capable of
motivating change  and progress in the
borough. If elected, he plans to bring fiscal
responsibility to the local government dur-
ing this time of rising property taxes. He
also said would work closely with the
Garwood Board of Education to ensure that
children’s needs are more closely addressed.

“One point on my platform is open
government,” Mr. Sytko informed. “I will
work to give the government back to the
people, not just on the county level, but on
the municipal level as well.”

“I don’t feel that the current council is
doing a good enough job representing the
taxpayers,” said Mr. Sytko. “They are not
properly defending their constituents, they
bend toward the desires of the county.”

Mr. Sytko’s father served as a fire
fighter in Irvington for 25 years where he
recently retired as deputy chief.

“I hold no bias toward any public ser-
vice department, they all work  together
in  concert to a common goal. I will ensure
that all emergency departments get the
proper funding so we can work to secure
the safety of all the citizens of Garwood,”
Mr. Sytko said.

Democrat Walter Tucker has served on

the Garwood Borough Council for four
years and is currently council president.
A Garwood resident for 22 years, Mr.
Tucker graduated from Kean University
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Industrial Technology.

Throughout his time on the board, Mr.
Tucker, as fire commissioner, actively
participated in upgrading fire apparatus
and equipment. He also established a
borough parking committee and has been
a strong supporter of chamber of com-
merce activities.

If re-elected, Mr. Tucker said he plans
to petition the State of New Jersey to
repair sidewalks along North Avenue. He
is also a strong supporter of the reverse
911 system, which is a fast way of broad-
casting an emergency message from the
fire department, police department and
rescue squad to Garwood residents.

Councilman Tucker said he has dis-
covered from speaking directly to the
residents that “the biggest issue in town is
speeding.” He is currently working with
the Garwood Police Chief to identify
trouble areas in the borough by using
radar and police surveillance.

William Schadewald, a nine-year
Garwood councilman, is a graduate of St.
Anne’s Parochial School in Garwood,
David Brearly High School in Kenilworth
and Union County College.

He previously served as Garwood coun-
cil president and is currently a member of
the streets and roads, recreation, and se-
nior citizen committees.

“I got into this (the Garwood Borough
Council) because I was born and raised
here,” said Mr. Schadewald. “I have children
in the public schools and I’m a local busi-
nessman here. I care about this community.”

Mr. Schadewald said he played a roll in
developing the borough’s police promo-
tion policy and the installation of the
borough clock. He also worked to up-
grade Hartman Park.

Mr. Schadewald said he has worked
hard to supply equipment needed for the
Garwood Department of Public Works
(DPW) and the police department.

He said he would work to entail better
management of bulk waste pick-up, in-
crease recreational activities and seek
future grants for borough projects.

William Schadewald, DEM Walter Tucker, DEM


