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At Home. At Work. At Play.

Access from anywhere…

proudly continue our Child Safety
Seat inspection program. Hundreds
of residents have their child safety
seats installed and inspected through
this program every year.

Public Safety
Many of the County’s public safety

services have been located in a new
facility in Westfield. The freeholder
board created this facility to modern-
ize our crime labs, improve commu-
nications systems and support the
prosecutor’s efforts to fight crime. It
also gave us an opportunity to up-
grade communications equipment and
to make these offices accessible to
people with disabilities.

This facility brings the county’s
crime-solving, crime prevention and
emergency management services into
the 21st  Century.

Amazingly, our Republican oppo-
nents have come out against building
new crime labs.

To keep residents and first respond-
ers safe, Democrats expanded Union
County’s fire academy. It trains new
firefighters and provides ongoing
training in areas like hazardous mate-
rials handling and response to poten-
tial terrorist attacks. Democrats also
provided millions of dollars in spe-
cialized equipment to help police,
firefighters and EMTs respond to in-
cidents involving biological and ra-
dioactive materials and hazardous
chemicals.

And it was Democratic leadership
that developed the Municipal Trans-
port system with Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich. This system helps keep
officers on the street in municipali-
ties by using sheriff’s officers to trans-
port prisoners from the towns to the
county jail in Elizabeth.

Senior Services
Democratic leadership has helped

seniors as well. Democrats eliminated
the waiting list for meals on wheels
and hot meals for seniors, and now
we serve more than 2,200 a day across
the county. We helped seniors control
the cost of prescription drugs and
provided towns with more than $3
million to build or improve their se-
nior centers.

Our Paratransit system provides
seniors and people with disabilities
with non-emergency transportation
to doctors or other important appoint-
ments.

And it was under Democratic lead-
ership that the county developed a
toll-free telephone number for any
resident to contact the Division on
Aging for information and services.
That number is (888) 280-8226.

Union County Democrats believe
that maintaining the great quality of
life in this county is our most impor-
tant mission. We ask that you vote to
continue this quality of life, and these
vital services, by voting for the Demo-
cratic Team on Tuesday, November 8.
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STICKLEY TRUCKLOAD SALE
50% OFF RETAIL ALL TRUCK PIECES

a luxurious nine-seat Chevrolet Sub-
urban (15 miles per gallon) from his
residence in suburban Berkeley
Heights.

While many of us struggle to save
for retirement or pray that our cor-
porate pensions will be still be there,
the Union County freeholders
boosted the salary of Deputy Attor-
ney General Robert Codey (the
Governor’s brother) by more than
$46,000, increasing his lifetime pen-
sion by more than $12,000 each and
every year.

While many of us cannot even af-
ford the Jersey Shore next summer,
the county paid $18,000 for freehold-
ers to go to a conference in Hawaii.

The freeholders boast that they es-County Candidate Bios
ceived her Juris Doctorate degree from
Pace University Law School and
passed both the New York and New
Jersey bar exams.

Experience: Freeholder Nancy
Ward was appointed to the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
in October 2004. She brings more
than a decade of legal experience to
the board, plus years of service as a
volunteer in the community.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Hometown: Garwood
Candidate for: Union County Free-

holder
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mrs. Quattrocchi has

been a research manager and recruiter
employed by Sherbrooke Associates,
Inc. in Clark for 10 years. She has
worked in the executive search indus-
try since 1984.

Education: A graduate of the Arthur
L. Johnson Regional High School in
Clark, the candidate attended the Tay-
lor Business Institute in Plainfield.
Mrs. Quattrochi also completed 40
hours of training to be a domestic
violence crisis-intervention volunteer.

Experience: The candidate ran for
freeholder last year. She served as a
Garwood councilwoman in 2000. She
served on the Union County Trans-
portation Advisory Board and the
county’s Shade Tree Advisory Board.
Mrs. Quattrocchi is vice-president of
the Garwood Republican Commit-
tee.

Al Dill
Hometown: Summit
Candidate for: Union County Free-

holder
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: The candidate has

more than 20 years of experience in
worldwide electronic technology.

Education: A graduate of Oratory
Prep in Summit, Mr. Dill attended St.
Leo’s College in Florida before leav-
ing to go to work.

Experience: Mr. Dill served three
terms on the Summit Common Coun-
cil from 1988 to 1997. He ran for
freeholder in 1999 and 2000. He has
served as a commissioner on the
Union County Utilities Authority,
where he chaired the Procurement

Committee, and he is a former chair-
man of the Union County Park and
Recreation Board. He was also a mem-
ber of the Joint Meeting of Union and
Essex County, where he chaired the
Public Relations Committee. Mr. Dill
has served as a Summit volunteer
firefighter for 27 years.

Stuart Kline
Hometown: Fanwood
Candidate for: Union County Free-

holder
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mr. Kline is an attor-

ney with a Union County insurance
defense firm.

Education: He holds a Bachelor of
Science degree from LaSalle Univer-
sity, a Master of Business Adminis-
tration degree from Cornell Univer-
sity and a law degree from the Rutgers
University School of Law.

Experience: Mr. Kline is complet-
ing his third term on Fanwood Bor-
ough Council, where he is past chair-
man of the Administrative and Fi-
nance Committee. He has served on
the public safety, recreation and pub-
lic works committees.

tablished a prescription drug plan to
help our senior citizens. But many of
our seniors are forced to move out of
New Jersey, out of the homes where
they have lived for decades and raised
their families, because of unaffordable
property taxes.

Right now, with 9-0 Democratic
control, there is no debate, no discus-
sion, no dissent. And hardworking
Union County residents, both young
and old, both Democrat and Republi-
can, are paying the price.

We need to bring back two-party
government to Union County. On
November 8, please support Al Dill,
Patricia Quattrocchi, and Stuart Kline
to restore integrity and accountabil-
ity in Elizabeth.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUNTY ISSUES...Merry Wisler of the Westfield League of Women Voters
introduces the Union County Candidates Forum in Cranford last Wednesday
night in front of a packed house prior to the spirited exchanges by the Freeholder
candidates.
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County Dems Claim Record
As Justification for Reelection

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 

ELIZABETH – Union County free-
holder Democratic incumbents, Board
Chairman Rick Proctor of Rahway,
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Nancy Ward
of Linden, and Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi are standing on their
records as they seek reelection on No-
vember 8.

When asked about the biggest chal-
lenges facing county government, Free-
holder Estrada, a six-year incumbent,
said, “meeting people’s expectations.”
He added, “Our taxpayers are consis-
tently looking for services that we need
to provide.”

As chairman, Freeholder Proctor said
his focus has been in the area of emer-
gency management and public health.

“I think the challenge is trying to stay
strategically ahead of the curve. You
can see that when you don’t you get a
(Hurricane) Katrina,” said Mr. Proctor.
A health officer for a number of com-
munities including Scotch Plains, Mr.
Proctor said the current “public health
infrastructure is inadequate to support
anything but day-to-day public activi-
ties.”

Freeholder Estrada said he would on
developing children’s programs “that
engage young people” in such areas as
employment and job training. He said
the county’s $390 million budget “is
the size that it requires in terms of

providing services that we are provid-
ing.”

On property taxes, Freeholder Estrada
said, “In the State of New Jersey we
have a big dilemma in terms of how we
can do things differently so we don’t
rely all on property taxes.” He supports
a constitutional convention on property
taxes.

Mr. Proctor questioned whether 21
municipal operations for tax assessors,
recreation boards and libraries should
be consolidated into one department
each. “Do we need 21 of these things or
would one authority do it for the entire
area?” he asked. “Plus, of course then
you have differences in quality. You
have good ones and bad ones.”

Freeholder Nancy Ward said that if
elected to a full term she would look
closely at county budget proposed in-
creases to keep property-tax hikes in
check. She “definitely” supports a prop-
erty-tax convention. “It’s a 300-year-
old system that is not working and
needs to be changed,” Freeholder Ward
said.

Freeholder Ward also has worked to
gain county funding for Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich’s Lifesaver program to pro-
vide transmitters to families of victims
of Altzheimer’s, Autism and other de-
bilitating disorders who might wonder
away from home. The Sheriff’s search-
and-rescue unit would be used to quickly
locate a person.

Special Online Note
The on-line version of this news-

paper has expanded versions of these
articles written by Leader/Times
staff.

To read these, go to:
www.goleader.com/05nov03
And download this edition.

Republicans Seek Watchdog
Status on Freeholder Board

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for  The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – High taxes, waste-
ful spending and closed government
are among those issues cited by Re-
publicans Pat Quattrocchi, Stuart
Kline and Al Dill in their campaign
for the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders.

Mr. Dill, a former nine-year coun-
cilman in Summit, said Republicans
would bring a “watchdog” back to
county government. He is running for
the third time in six years because he
is “just plan mad at what is going on.”
He continued stating, “I’m mad at
what county government is doing to
the average person in Union County.
We have a layer of government that
has gotten out of control.”

Mr. Dill opposes the use of county
open-space funds to purchase the
Union County Arts Center in Rahway.
“The last thing in the world we need
to do is to buy theaters with taxpay-
ers’ money,” he said. He advocates
“zero-based budgeting” whereby the
department would have to justify the
current budget and explain why they
cannot reduce spending. “There
should be absolutely no pay-to-play
in Union County,” he said.

In terms of the 9-0 Democratic
majority, Mr. Dill said, “I don’t care if
you have the majority. What I care
about is what you do with it, how you
run the government.”

 “The key question is: how are we
managing our finances? Could we be
doing better? And I think the answer
is an unqualified, unequivocal yes,”
Mr. Kline said. “It’s a $390 million
budget. We are spending more than a
million dollars a day.”

He said retroactive raises by free-
holders are “unconsciousable.” He
also objected to a recent news article
that reported that 150 county em-
ployees have 25-hour use of county
vehicles. He said at $20,000 per ve-
hicle, “that’s $2 million right there”
that could be saved in the county
budget. “County taxes have gone up
about 44 percent in the last five
years,” he said, an increase from
$151.1 million in 2000 to $216.3
million in 2005.

The issue of property taxes is the
most important issue for Ms.
Quattrocchi. She said that county
taxes are up 40 percent since 2000.
“They (Democrats) are paying out
money on contracts that are over-
priced. They have a lot of consult-
ants in the employ of the county,”
she said.

Ms. Quattrocchi said duplication
of services must be eliminated.
“Right now, Union County tries to
be all things to all people, right
down to providing you with enter-
tainment on a Sunday afternoon.
And I don’t think that’s the role of
county government.”
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