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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The highly-acclaimed documen-
tary, The Witness, is a film that por-
trays one man’s journey on the path
to compassion. Eddie Lama, a tough
guy from Brooklyn, has an encounter
with a kitten that forever changes his
life.  There will be a free screening on
Friday, November 11, at 7:30 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, on 1 East Broad Street.  A
discussion and refreshments will fol-
low the film.

* * * * * * *
Diversity Art Gallery’s 15th exhi-

bition focuses on pastels.  The open-
ing reception will be held on Sunday,
November 6, from 1 – 4 p.m.  Meet
the artists, all of whom are local,
enjoy refreshments and see 60 pas-
tels at the historic 1840’s chapel build-
ing of Union County Baptist Church,
4 Valley Road, Clark. Call (732) 574-
1479 or visit: http://
www.diversityart.com.

* * * * * * *
2 Lives, by Arthur Laurents, is on

the Mainstage of the George Street
Playhouse in New Brunswick through
November 13.  Friends and family
have gathered for a weekend to cel-
ebrate a 65th birthday, but they are all
in for “an unexpected, shocking
event.”  You can see it for as little as
$28.  Call the box office at (732) 246-
7717, or purchase tickets online at:
www.GSPonline.org.

* * * * * * *
Cleanse your soul using the an-

cient spiritual practice of meditation
by taking the Labyrinth Walk at the
First Presbyterian Church, 11 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford on Sunday,
November 11, between 1 p.m. and 4
p.m.  The labyrinth is a replica of the
one in Chartres Cathedral.  For infor-
mation call (908) 276-8440, log onto:
www.firstprescranford.org, or email:
office@firstprescranford.org.

* * * * * * *
The New Jersey Youth Symphony

will perform Beethoven’s Symphony
No. 8 and Elgar’s “Enigma” Varia-
tions, at Plainfield’s Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church on Sun-
day, November 6, from 4-6 p.m.
There will also be chamber music for
brass, woodwind and percussion en-
sembles. The suggested donation is
$10. Call (908) 771-5544 or visit
www.njys.org.

Get Outta’
The House

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big league hitters for the World
Series might get their start in Little
League or Pop Warner. Where do
Broadway performers get their prac-
tice when they are young?

If they belong to the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, they might get
some minor league playing time with
The Light Bulb Players.

In its second year of operation, the
Westfield-based theater group was
initiated, run and operated by teens.
With their latest presentation in Oc-
tober of The Apple Tree, a little-known
work by Jerry Bock and Sheldon
Harnick, they proved they know how
to select vehicles for their perform-
ers.

It’s always a challenge to find the
right musical that will showcase teen
talent without having to water down a
blockbuster of a show.

One of the co-founders of the orga-
nization, co-producer and co-direc-
tor of this production, Michael
Mietlicki, a Scotch Plains resident
who is a junior at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, says he
heard songs from the third act of the
musical and fell in love with it. “I
didn’t know what it was from, but
thought it was pretty funny,” he said.

And funny it is. The Apple Tree is a
trio of short one-act musicals comi-
cally linked by the theme of man,
woman and temptation. The first is a
delightful take on original sin in “The
Diary of Adam and Eve,” the second

is a classic fable of love/ jealousy in
“The Lady or the Tiger” and the third
is “Passionella,” a Cinderella story
set in the beatnik era of 1960s Holly-
wood.

From the authors of famed Fiddler on
the Roof and not-as-well-known Fiorello!
and She Loves Me, The Apple Tree boasts
satire mingled with tenderness.
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Light Bulb Players Offer
Teen-Produced Apple Tree

Playing Adam is Billy Geltzeiler, a
sophomore at Westfield High School
(WHS) while Amanda Chang, a WHS
freshman, plays Eve.

“That new long-haired creature
keeps trying to touch me,” Adam com-
plains of the one who will become his
mate. He is afraid of this beautiful
girl who mesmerizes the audience
when she explains what she thinks
about Eden in “Feelings.”

WHS sophomore Max Lazar, who
looks and acts much older than his
years, charmingly plays the snake. With
a rich, warm, seductive singing voice,
Max has an easy time deceiving Eve.

An adorable portion of Act I is the
addition of Abel to the family. Nei-
ther father nor mother knows exactly
what the child is, but Adam con-
cludes in his hilarious song “It’s a
Fish” that it must be a fish since it

Dress Code: How African
Dress Can Forge Identity

POWERFULLY DRESSED…Stanislaus Kamanzi, United Nations Ambassador
from Rwanda, greets Consul General of Portugal Francisco Carlos and his wife
Rita, along with Dr. Christa Clarke, curator of the exhibition.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Continued from last week…
The second section of Power Dress-

ing, ‘Fit for a King,’ identifies leader-
ship dress. Works express political
power. Dress of a leader rarely con-
cerns an individual’s sense of style;
although it can incorporate those ele-
ments, it’s more about embodying
the wealth of the state.

One such item is the akunitan
(‘cloth of the great’), which would be
worn by chiefs. Their powers are il-
lustrated in several motifs on an em-
broidered blanket.

This is another example of cultural
exchange. It’s a British-made im-
ported wool blanket and the symbols
are machine-embroidered. All the
symbols relate to certain proverbs or
contain specific meanings of wealth
and leadership. The many icons in-
clude a porcupine and elephant in
addition to two flags and a head — a
reference to Ghana’s first president,
Kwame Nkumah — dating the ex-
ample to between 1957 and 1966.

The elephant with a palm tree on its
back is a reference to colonialism and
relates to the strength of the strength.
The proverb is ‘only the elephant can
pull down the palm tree.’ The crossed
crocodiles relate to the idea that two
crocodiles share a stomach but fight for
a food, a symbol of the importance of
unity. Westfield’s Dr. Clarke, the New-
ark Museum’s African curator, stressed
that the symbol for unity is “very ap-
propriate in post-colonial period.
Ghana, formed from artificial borders,
contains many different cultures and
now the symbol says we have to come
together and govern together.

“It’s a spiritual culture, but there is
a component of wealth. Showing your
wealth in a flashy, flamboyant way is
a way of saying you’re blessed by the
spiritual world.”

The third installment does deal with
spirituality, and is called “divine dress.”
It negotiates the different ways reli-
gion is expressed through dress and, in
certain examples, ancestors are con-
tacted through divine mediums.

In South Africa, beads are believed
to facilitate contact with ancestors.
Certain beads would adorn ceremo-
nial attire, “but the underlying sig-
nificance of beads is the spiritual con-
nection that is believed to be made.”

Dr. Clarke added that the beadwork
is done by women and is done as a
token of their affection. She said that
the beadwork becomes an expression
of the relationship; specifically, the
length of a relationship.

“By wearing the body harness, belt
and the necklaces (multiple layers), it
symbolizes the weight of wearing
one’s ancestors. The beadwork is con-
sidered imported.”

Dr. Clarke explained that the
beadwork seen in a Xhosa ensemble
would be considered traditional dress
(even though the beads were imported
from Europe). Ceremonial dress
doesn’t tend to be in fashion too these
days.

“In the catalogue, there’s an inter-
view that my colleague did where the
CEO of the Xhosa Royal Council
described the beadwork as a ‘tele-
phone wire’ to his ancestors.”

Again, to place the necklace into a
further modern context and show the
dress’ relevance, Dr. Clarke related
an example of (former South African

President) Nelson Mandela being sen-
tenced to jail and arriving to court in
Xhosa dress with a very simple beaded
necklace.

“It was a really strong statement. It
basically said, ‘I am a black man
being tried in a white man’s court.’ It
(photograph of Mandela) was con-
sidered so potentially explosive that
it was banned in South Africa for
many decades.”

The last section, innovation and
identity, focuses on cross-cultural
aspects or novelties evident in the
items. Dr. Clarke conceded that the
examples could be placed in the ear-
lier sections, but “thought they had
things that, to me, needed to be em-
phasized in this section. One of the
sub themes in this exhibition is that
African dress is changing and evolv-
ing and always draws from different
cultures. Can we say there is tradi-
tional dress?”

To extrapolate, Dr. Clarke detailed
a tunic worn by Malian men who
work in urban areas outside of Mali in
Ghana. The tunics are striking be-
cause, being from the 1990s, they
draw upon a new, changing and dy-
namic culture.  Malian men embroi-
der the tunics, which involve tradi-
tional elements, but are dominated
with images of pop culture, including
motorcycles and a stoplight, relating
to modernity. Dr. Clarke reminded
again that Ghana has centuries of
established trade with the West, mak-
ing it a more cosmopolitan area where
the “Ghana Boys” tap into. In Dr.
Clarke’s eyes, it again shows how
“Africa is one of the most cultural-
absorbing continents.”

In terms of the Ghana Boys, they are
young men in their 20s melding old
traditions and ideas of nationalistic
pride with newer, younger motifs. To-
gether, it shows Africa’s diverse cul-
tural bounty. “The exhibit is not just
about leaders necessarily, it’s about
using dress as a way to forge a new
identity, which can give you power.”

Susan M. Dougherty for the Westfield Leader and The Times
DOESN’T FALL FAR FROM THE TREE…Max Lazar of Westfield, playing the
Balladeer in The Apple Tree, wails out his tune that love can bring pain and
jealousy, while co-producer/director Michael Mietlicki of Scotch Plains keeps the
singers on the beat with the taped music.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
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Mindowaskin Park

“New” Limited Edition Miniature
by Ingrid Hunt

Bus Trip Offered
To Guggenheim

 SCOTCH PLAINS – Join the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Art Association for a
trip to the Guggenheim Museum to see
a gathering of Russian masterpieces.

The Scotch Plains And Fanwood
Arts Association’s fall bus trip will be
on Tuesday, November 22 to see
“RUSSIA!” — the most comprehen-
sive and significant exhibition of Rus-
sian art outside Russia since the end of
the Cold War. Including more than
250 artworks, many of which have
rarely or never traveled abroad, this
innovative presentation features the
greatest masterpieces of Russian art
from the 13th century to the present.

The bus departs from the Scotch
Plains municipal building parking lot
at 9:45 a.m. and returns around 4:45
p.m.  The cost of the trip is $35,
which includes the bus and admis-
sion to the museum.   Reservations
must be made by November 14 for
reservations and further information,
call Anne Gibbons at (908) 232-2631.

surrounds itself in water.
“Go to Sleep Whatever you Are” is

Eve’s lovely folk-style ballad to the
sleeping child.

Act II is more familiar to audience
members since many have read the
short story “The Lady or the Tiger.”
Natalie Narotzky, co-director, co-pro-
ducer and co-founder of Light Bulb
Players, has the featured role of Queen
Arik. The WHS junior plays royalty
with ease of body language and dis-
plays a commanding voice with quite
a range.

Max is the balladeer this time, com-
plete with strolling minstrel’s guitar.
“Love and hate go hand in hand,” he
warns.

In this segment, Amanda Chang dons
a guard’s uniform to join Nadjira
(Zhenia Bemko), the maiden (Catalina
Gaglioti) and Princess Barbara (An-
drea Roberts). When the girls sing as
an ensemble, their voices blend
smoothly. Love interest Sanjar is Billy
Geltzeiler, who looks like he enjoys
being the imprisoned illicit lover.

Act III brings back Max as the
narrator who tells the story of chim-
ney sweep Ella (Catalina Gaglioti),
who becomes famous Hollywood star
Passionella by night. Catalina
Gaglioti, quite at home playing the
star Passionella complete with feather
boa and sequins, steals the show with
her number, “Gorgeous.”

Through all three acts, Mike
Mietlicki’s baton in the pit keeps the
teens right on the money with the
fast-paced taped music.

Bravo to the teen-originated troupe
and the adult supervisors Valerie and
Juan Pineda who, along with sup-
portive parents and friends, continue
to provide the safety net to the adoles-
cents who have their eye on the World
Series of their intended profession.

Related Events
November 4- Afropop Dance Party

November 12- Power Dressing Family Day

December 1- Mary McFadden Lecture

FOR ART’S SAKE…Pictured planning the “For Art’s Sake” Holiday Party and
Art Sale are, from left to right, Catie McCormack Totman of Summit, Bob Dillon
of Westfield, Eric Pryor, the Visual Arts Center’s president, Regan Wesson of
Summit and Betsy Smith, the Visual Arts Center’s director of development.

See It All On
www.goleader.com

Meet Artist Yurochko
At WF Art Gallery

WESTFIELD – Artist Bob
Yurochko will present his exhibi-
tion of “Musical Figures,” featur-
ing jazz and classical paintings.  A
reception will be held on Sunday,
November 13, from 2 to 4 p.m. at
the Westfield Art Gallery, 150-152
East Broad Street, Westfield.

The exhibition began on Novem-
ber 1 and continues through De-
cember 30.  Public viewing is free.
The gallery hours are: Tuesday to
Friday from 10  to 2 p.m., Thursday
evening  6 to 8 p.m. and Saturday
from 9 a.m. to noon.

For information, call 908-789-
9696.


