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NORTHSIDE PRIDE...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick presents Tim Boyle, co-
owner of Northside Trattoria, with the Faith in Westfield Community Service
Award for offering unusual humanitarian support in a given year. The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce recognized Mr. Boyle and his brother, Northside
Trattoria co-owner Chris Boyle, for their ongoing commitment to the Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care.

WACC Recognizes
Top Business People

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) held
its 57th anniversary dinner and Faith
in Westfield award ceremony on Oc-
tober 27. The ceremony took place at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
in Scotch Plains. Assemblyman Jon
Brammnick presented the honorees
with a resolution from the State of
New Jersey recognizing their contri-
bution to the community.

Jerry Gerardiello, owner of Jerry’s
Barber Shop on East Broad Street,
was the evening’s guest of honor. He
was given the Lifetime Achievement
Award for his commitment to
Westfield. Jerry’s Barber Shop has
served the community for nearly 60
years.

When asked about his secret to
success Mr. Gerardiello stated, “I treat
people like I want to be treated.” The
program noted the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award is given to individuals
who have “made fundamental contri-
butions to Westfield” as well as dem-
onstrated a dedication to the town.

“With his philosophy, genuine
kindness and humble spirit, Jerry
leaves a lasting impression and the
chamber is proud to honor him with
this award,” said WACC Executive
Director Allison O’Hara.

Alicja Wasilweski was recognized
as Employee of the Year, an award
given to an employee who exceeds
the expectations of their employee
and its clients. She has served as
director of client services with
Aberson Narotsky and White, Inc.
for three years.

An immigrant from Poland, Ms.

Wasilewski moved to the United
States in search of a better life. She
earned her English-as-a-second-lan-
guage (ESL) degree, as well as an
associate’s degree in early childhood
education. The WACC recognized
her for her determination to make
her dream a reality.

Brunner Opticians was pre-
sented the Business of the Year
Award, an award presented to a
business that  has the finest
Westfield has to offer in terms of
longevity, appearance and client
relations. Brunner Opticians is run
by sisters Susan Auer and Kathleen
Preziosa.

“The chamber values Brunner Op-
ticians as a gem in Westfield for its
professional care, courteous service
and distinctive product line,” Ms.
O’Hara noted.

Tim and Chris Boyle, owners of
Northside Trattoria, were given the
Faith in Westfield Community Ser-
vice Award for offering unusual hu-
manitarian support in a given year.
The brothers were recognized for
their ongoing commitment to the
Center for Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care. They have been instru-
mental to the success of the center’s
spring fundraiser, helping them raise
over $20,000.

“The best part of owning a busi-
ness is to share your abilities with
organizations like the Center for
Hope Hospice,” Tim Boyle said. “It’s
rewarding to be involved in doing
good for someone else.”

The WACC recognized Northside
Trattoria for their “purposeful and
random acts of kindness,” as noted
in the program.
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The family of 

PETER P. HOULIHAN 
 

would like to send heartfelt 

THANKS and CONGRATULATIONS 

 

to the COMMUNITY OF WESTFIELD 
and the WESTFIELD RECREATION COMMISSION/DEPT.

 
for the successful renovation and expansion of 

HOULIHAN FIELD 
  

Sincerely,      
 

Wife Joan Houlihan, daughter Catherine and husband Michael McGarry, sons John and 
wife Julie, Kevin, Patrick and wife Heather, and Timothy.  Grandchildren: Peter and 
Patrick McGarry, Jack, Declan and Shaun Houlihan, and Zoe Houlihan.   

 

“…live each day with enthusiasm…” – Peter P. Houlihan 

 

Sen. Kean Appointed to
SCC Review Commission

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) was
recently appointed to serve on the
School Construction Review Com-
mission. This 19-member board is
responsible for reviewing the spend-
ing practices of the now defunct
School Construction Corporation
(SCC).

The SCC was created in 2002 to
make it easier for school districts to
apply for state aid to repair or reno-
vate old buildings or construct new
ones. Three years later, the commis-
sion is under investigation for poor
fiscal management and millions of
dollars in questionable spending. It
was also revealed that schools built
by the SCC had typically cost 45
percent more than schools built by
local districts.

“Time and again studies have shown
a student’s ability to learn directly
correlates to their surroundings,”
Senator Kean stated. “The state rec-
ognizes this relationship and has ear-
marked billions of dollars to upgrade
older school facilities as well as erect
new ones. It is essential that these
funds are spent prudently and effi-
ciently and that those responsible for
allocating these resources are held
accountable.”

This new review commission will
not only evaluate the SCC’s spending
practices but will also decide whether
additional funding for school construc-
tion is needed and where that money
will come from. An initial report is due
in six months and a final report will be
completed within a year.

DINNER AND FAITH...The Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce  held its 57th
Anniversary Dinner and Faith in Westfield Award ceremony on October 27 at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club in Scotch Plains. Norman and Carol Greco
share dinner and conversation with Susan Auer, owner of Brunner Opticians.

NJ Transit, Jardim Differ
On Tunnel Completion Date

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – NJ Transit (NJT)
this week said construction of a
Hudson River rail tunnel would begin
by 2009. Construction is expected to
take six years to complete.

NJT’s chief spokeswoman, Penny
Bassett Hackett, told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Monday that con-
struction of the tunnel would be com-
pleted by either 2014 or 2015. She
said the agency is committed to giv-
ing a “one-seat” ride to Raritan Val-
ley Line riders.

Democratic mayoral candidate Tom
Jardim said this week he stands by a
campaign release, published in The
Leader/Times on October 27, that the
tunnel would be completed by 2011.

Mr. Jardim had submitted a second
version of the release after the dead-
line had passed for that section of the
paper in which he stated, “after
completion of construction beginning
as early as 2009, Westfield and all the
towns along the Raritan Valley Rail
Line will have direct train service
into Manhattan.”

While stating he would have pre-
ferred the second version of the press
release published, Mr. Jardim said he
stands by both versions.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield and NJT spokespersons con-
tacted The Leader/Times last Friday to
state that 2011 was never the year dis-
cussed for completion of the rail line.

Mr. Jardim said he has heard infor-
mally that NJT plans to begin con-
struction on the new Hudson River
tunnel “as early as 2009 or as late as
2015.”

“I don’t think anyone knows how
long this could take,” Mr. Jardim told
The Leader/Times during an inter-
view on Monday.

As a member of the Raritan Valley
Coalition he has asked for a statement
from NJT documenting previous in-
formal verbal statements made at coa-
lition meetings by agency officials.

In a letter to the editor this week,
Senator Kean said 2014 is the earliest
date that the tunnel could be com-
pleted.

“I can assure Westfield commuters
that securing a direct service line to
New York City as soon as possible
remains one of my top priorities in
Trenton,” Senator Kean stated.

WINE DOWN…Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Summit recently hosted their an-
nual Great Grapes wine tasting. The Union County historic site attracted guests
from around the area, including, from left to right, Elissa Correy of Summit,
Andrea Flood and Jennifer Kopser, both of Westfield.

Historical Society, Rotary
To Host Frazee House Talk

SCOTCH PLAINS – Bringing to
light the architectural history of a
prominent local landmark, the His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, in cooperation with the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club Frazee House Committee, will
host a talk by historic architect Rick
Detwiller on the planned restora-
tion of the house and recent archi-
tectural discoveries within the
Frazee House.

Mr. Detwiller will also present
information on the house’s builder,
documented carpenter and joiner,
Gershom Frazee.

This talk is scheduled for Tues-
day, November 22 at 8 p.m. at the
regularly scheduled monthly meet-
ing of the historical society. Mr.
Detwiller will lead an interactive
discussion following the program.
The talk will be held at the Fanwood
Community Center/Train Station

located at North Avenue and Martine
Avenue in Fanwood.

The event is free; however, all
donations go toward restoration of
the Aunt Betty and Gershom Frazee
House, under the direction of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc., a 501(c) 3 not-
for-profit organization. Through the
joint efforts of the Fanwood Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, the mayor and
council of Scotch Plains Township
and concerned citizens, the non-
profit Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ro-
tary Frazee House Inc. has taken on
the restoration and stewardship of
this important structure. The
Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary Club
has undertaken this lifetime sus-
taining project for the community
as part of the 2005 Centennial Cel-
ebration of Rotary International.

For more information, please visit
www.frazeehouse.org.

Hadassah to Honor
Annette Mansfield

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will honor
Annette Mansfield as Woman of the
Year at the Northern Region of
Hadassah Myrtle Wreath Luncheon
on Sunday, December 11, at the
Marriott Hotel in Whippany.

Mrs. Mansfield is a Life Member,
having handled the job of tributes and
certificates. The Northern Region of
Hadassah also will recognize
Hadassah National President June
Walker, who will be the guest speaker.

For reservations by Friday, Novem-
ber 11, and information, please call
Rozalyn Kawalek at (908) 756-7368.

www.goleader.com


