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Vote November 8, 2005
See: goleader.com/05vote

Candidates Public TV Forums Filmed:
Westfield: TV36
Fanwood: TV35

Governor (1, 4-yr.)
Jon Corzine (D)
Doug Forrester (R)
Jeffrey Pawlowski (L)
Hector Castillo (Ed)

State Assembly D-21 (2, 2-yr.)
Jon Bramnick (R)(I)
Eric Munoz (R)(I)
Steve Merman (D)
Bruce Bergen (D)

State Assembly D-22 (2, 2-yr.)
Linda Stender (D)(I)
Jerry Green (D)(I)
Nancy Malool (R)
Elyse Bochicchio (R)

Union County Clerk (1, 5-yr.)
Joanne Rajoppi (D)(I)
Saundra Spector (R)

Union County Freeholder (3, 3-yr.)
Angel Estrada (D)(I)
Rick Proctor (D)(I)
Nancy Ward (D)(I)
Patricia Quattrocchia (R)
Stuart Kline (R)
Albert Dill (R)

Westfield Mayor (1, 4-yr.)
Andrew Skibitsky (R)(I)
Tom Jardim (D)

Westfield Council Ward 1 (1, 4-yr.)
Sal Caruana (R)(I)
Audrey Fisch (D)

Westfield Council Ward 2 (1, 4-yr.)
Vicki Kimmins (R)
Frank Fusaro (D)

Westfield Council Ward 3 (1, 4-yr.)
Darielle Walsh (R)(I)
David Haas (D)

Westfield Council Ward 4 (1, 4-yr.)
Eric Leuthold (R)
Thomas Bigosinski (D)

Fanwood Council (2, 3-yr.)
Joan Wheeler (D)
Bruce Walsh (D)
Michael D’Antuono (R)
Maureen Mawby (R)

Garwood Council (2, 3-yr.)
William Schadewald (D)(I)
Walter Tucker (D)(I)
Anthony Sytko (R)
Bruce Paterson (R)

Mountainside Council (2, 3-yr.)
Keith Turner (R)(I)
Paul Mirabelli (R)(I)

(I)=Incumbent

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Goladar – In East India, one who has

charge of a storehouse
2. Ferdness – The state of being afraid
3. Felo-de-se – Suicide
4. Culverin – A musket or cannon used

in the Middle Ages

CURASSOW
1. A bird of South and Central America

similar to the turkey
2. A liquor of the West Indies with an

orange flavor
3. A species of sandpiper
4. A soft-shelled river tortoise

CAPILLATURE
1. A narrow passageway or crawl space

in a cave
2. The striking part of a flail
3. The act of dressing the hair
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

FLAGITIOUS
1. Biting; very tart
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Unfaithful; perfidious
4. Strong; powerful

FIANTS
1. Straw
2. Poise; dignity
3. Fat; blubber
4. The dung of a fox, wolf or badger

Has the DWC Morphed Into
Something Unintended?

When it was first formed and had no place to
operate in 1996-1997, this newspaper provided
the Special Improvement District (now the
Downtown Westfield Corp. - DWC) its first
office space in our second floor on Quimby
Street. See page 31 of This Is Westfield 1997 and
Joe Spector’s photograph on the front page of
The Westfield Leader carting a desk into the
Quimby Street office.

We asked only that they pay half of the actual
cost as a gesture to help them get started. After
two months, they found permanent office space.
We asked to get paid. We should have known,
but we forgave them.

With our personnel and materials, we helped
the SID/DWC set up downtown street fairs and
events, permitted them to use our electric power,
provided power cords, ladders, chairs, restrooms
and supplies. Then at the street fair, our
competitor’s sign announcing DWC’s partner-
ship with them was placed in front of our office.
It was harder to forgive them, but we did. We
should have known.

Matters became tenser. The DWC ran an ad in
our newspaper. When the bill became past due,
the DWC said they understood it to be gratis,
and wouldn’t pay. Most everyone knows how
cheap our publisher is – so this certainly can’t be
true. “Fool me once…” but now it’s thrice. We
should have known.

At that time a few years back, this newspaper
and the DWC had a difficult time in finding
common ground with integrity and truth, and we
stopped printing much of what the DWC sub-
mitted. Instead, we sent reporters to cover their
meetings. At one of the meetings we reported on
last year, Mr. Spector was being proposed to
continue as a board member. Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said that such succes-
sion was not legal according to the DWC bylaws
– and that the bylaws could only be changed by
an act of the town council. Mr. Spector, vice
president of the DWC board said then, “We
fixed that problem.” He still serves on the board.
We should have known.

This year, the DWC has been seeking a new
board member, a business owner in town (not a
landlord) as required by their bylaws. We were
told and reported that no business owner had
applied for the vacancy. Business owners con-
tacted us and said our article was incorrect
because they had applied. They questioned Mr.
Spector and were told the DWC was consider-
ing changing their bylaws so as not to require a
business owner to be on the board and thus were
not acting on the applications.

The year has almost passed without filling the
position required by their bylaws. We now un-

derstand that at least six business owners ap-
plied and were not acted on. We should have
known.

The latest debacle is that the DWC is suing the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, as the
DWC claims the “W” printed on the chamber
gift card is a “common law trademark of the
DWC.” To us, this is ludicrous.

We also question whether the DWC is permit-
ted to take legal action and spend money on
lawyers. Is the DWC bypassing the authority of
the town attorney?

We quote the words of Richard Fromkin, who
just called from his new home in Portland,
Maine upon finding out about this latest action
of the DWC. “As a former board member of the
DWC and former president of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, I’m dismayed and
disgusted. It’s time the leadership of Dave
Martone (DWC Board president) and Executive
Director Sherry Cronin be reviewed,” he said.

Many times over the last several years, we
questioned elected town officials about some of
the actions of the DWC. The officials were both
GOP and DEMs. We received fuzzy responses.
No corrective action has been taken. We ques-
tioned how the DWC, in collecting tax money, is
seemingly unaccountable as required by state
law. The DWC should be as accountable as
others that collect taxes and spend public money,
in our view.

The DWC, with now nearly $400,000 in tax
money, is currently hiring police officers on an
“off-duty” basis to ‘swish’ the crowd around
the Rialto Theatre – an act of questionable
legality in our view – given the constitutional
‘right of assembly.’ The citizens at the Rialto
are breaking no laws. If they are, it’s the job of
the Westfield Police Department to enforce the
law. Should the DWC have its own police
force? Has the DWC indeed morphed into
something unintended?

When the SID (DWC) was originally char-
tered by the town council, the law provided for
the DWC to be automatically terminated (and to
be no more) in the year 2000. The thinking was
to give the DWC time to do its job and then close
it down before it morphed into something unin-
tended. The council removed the automatic ter-
mination provision of the DWC in 1999-2000.
Was that a mistake?

We thought it was just us that didn’t under-
stand matters involving the DWC, but we
kept reporting. Now, the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce and many of their
members are outraged. We should have
known, now we know, the chamber knows –
and now you know.

Consider Questions: 1, Yes? 2, No?
The Critical Mass of Patronage

Until entering the voting booth, few people
read the Public Questions proposed at the polls.
We suggest you read them beforehand. They are
printed on page C-1. New Jersey has two ques-
tions for the voters to decide on November 8:

(1) Shall New Jersey have a Lieutenant Gov-
ernor (to be first elected statewide in 2009)?

(2) Shall the State Constitution be changed to
allow the Corporate Business Tax to be spent in
other ways than currently allowed?

Our opinion is ‘Vote Yes’ on question 1 and
‘Vote No’ on question 2.

On Question (1), consider the fact that the last
seven Governors of New Jersey either didn’t
finish their terms or were never elected to the
office in the first place – and this has been only
since 2001. For an explanation of this, see our
editorial in the July 21, 2005 edition from the
archives at goleader.com.

Only New Jersey, Arizona, Maine, New Hamp-
shire, Oregon, Tennessee, West Virginia and
Wyoming do not have a lieutenant governor to
take over if a governor leaves office early, dies,
resigns, gets indicted, etc. A ‘Vote Yes’ on Ques-
tion (1) will put an end to this revolving-door
political debacle.

On Question (2), consider the fact that state
government has been completely irresponsible
with your tax money (in our view) and that
corruption is, regrettably, a deep-rooted reality
in this state. Do we really want to change the
constitution to give them another way to drain
the coffers? We say ‘Vote No.’

Unfortunately, the general public has little
idea of just how much money state officials and
politicians have borrowed, committed to pad-
ded pensions, siphoned off to pay-to-play
projects, allocated to patronage and squandered
in the School Construction Corp. The full bur-
den of this will only start to hit the taxpayers like
a tsunami after the election.

On the elections in general, consider that the
patronage system in states was entrenched by
1828, whereby President Andrew Jackson be-
came known for trying to change the system
during his tenure. Debates back then gave rise to
the well-known phrase, “To the victor belong
the spoils.”

New Jersey faces many of these problems
today with a patronage system of much greater
perfection. Grants are given by those in power as
rewards to towns supporting their party – and are
not given to others as punishment. Grants copi-
ously flow at election time by incumbents buy-
ing favor of the voters. Grants are monies taken
from you, the taxpayers.

So, how is it right for politicians to use your
taxpayer money for political purposes and to
influence elections?

We recommend that voters take a longer-
term view of where New Jersey is headed
before they vote. The short-term sweetness of
patronage with one’s piece of the pie may
indeed be the poison that does us all in. Have
we reached critical mass whereby it’s impos-
sible to turn back?

Sen. Kean Calls Jardim “Off Track” on
Commuter Raritan Line Train Facts

Heather Glenn Tax Break is Affront to
Scotch Plains Taxpayers, Education

Candidates Forum Needs Public
Follow-up Questions from Floor

WF-DEM Councilman Chides GOP,
Credits Jardim on Commuter Rail

I must take issue with Democratic
mayoral candidate Tom Jardim’s recent
column in which he boldly but inaccu-
rately asserted that a one-seat direct ride
from Westfield to New York City would
be available by 2011.

I’ve met both publicly and privately
with New Jersey’s top transportation ex-
ecutives to discuss the Trans-Hudson tun-
nel and to further the Raritan Valley Line’s
needs, and the most optimistic timeframe
ever quoted by credible transportation
officials has been 2014...not 2011. And it
is no secret that, given the well-publi-
cized transportation deficit that New Jer-
sey currently faces, a later deadline for
completion of the Tunnel is possibly more
realistic.

As a member of the Raritan Valley
Coalition, Mr. Jardim should have known
these facts and thus known that his com-
ments regarding a 2011 tunnel comple-
tion were completely off track.

I can assure Westfield commuters that
securing a direct service line to NYC as
soon as possible remains one of my top
priorities in Trenton, as will be ensuring
that interim improvements and enhance-
ments to the line are undertaken. How-
ever, both will take time and money.

Westfield commuters deserve greater
convenience and accessibility, but they
also deserve the plain truth from those
who represent them.

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.
LD-21, Westfield

It is been with great pleasure that I have
observed local Republican leaders work-
ing the Westfield train station platform in
support of one of Tom Jardim’s signature
initiatives.

As Westfield mayor in the late 1990s,
Tom Jardim founded the Raritan Valley
Commuter Rail Coalition, the ultimate
objective of which was bringing to frui-
tion a one-seat train ride on the Raritan
Valley Line to Manhattan. The coalition
has brought about several improvements
for Raritan Valley Line commuters over
the years, and work continues on direct
service to New York.

Obviously, there are daunting financ-
ing and logistical obstacles to be scaled to
reach this goal.

Now, in the days leading up to Election
2005, only nine years after Tom Jardim’s
kickoff of the one-seat ride effort, the

initiative has suddenly taken on a sense of
urgency among local elected Republi-
cans.

There’s a major difference, however.
Tom Jardim started the process in 1997,
continued it during his four years as mayor
and has remained as a member of the
Raritan Valley Coaltion in his five years
out of office.

In the case of the local Republicans,
it’s an election-time gimmick.

Westfield residents will be far better
off when the guy who has the real track
record on the issue is returned to office.
Tom Jardim wrote the script on constitu-
ent service. Tom’s opponents are critical
of him vocally and in writing. But in
practice, where it counts, they follow his
lead.

Lawrence Goldman
Westfield Councilman

One of the basic tenets of public educa-
tion is that society benefits from the edu-
cation of our children and all citizens
should support the system we use to meet
this goal. It appears the mayor and coun-
cil of Scotch Plains believe there are some
property owners who should be exempt
from participating in the educational sys-
tem and be forgiven property taxes due
the Board of Education.

The proposed Payment-In-Lieu-of-

Taxes agreement with the developers of
Heather Glen is an affront to every tax
paying property owner in town. If BOE
tax exemptions are to be granted to the
residents of Heather Glen, then every
Scotch Plains household with residents
over 55 and with no school-aged children
should be exempt from the BOE portion
of our extremely high property taxes.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

On Monday, October 17, 2005, I at-
tended the Candidates Night co-spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters
and The Westfield Leader. The evening
was worthwhile, and the time and efforts
of both sponsors and candidates are sin-
cerely appreciated.

However, direct public involvement is
needed in a program such as this, which is
meant to benefit the public. I encourage a
question-from-the-floor option to be con-
sidered for inclusion. In this way, if an
issue or question needs further clarifica-
tion or isn’t on the agenda, it can be
addressed accordingly.

During the program, former Mayor
Thomas Jardim accurately cited the
town’s waste of $700,000 for the flawed
parking decks studies and claimed that
the plans were rightly defeated by the
residents through the referendum. How-
ever, what he didn’t outline was that he
and his council had launched and vigor-
ously promoted these large commercial
parking garages plans in the l996-2000
time-frame. The blueprint was then car-
ried over by the McDermott Adminis-

tration.
Former Mayor Jardim also chaired the

open forums of 1999 and 2000 regarding
these proposed parking garages and the
recommendations of Rich and Associ-
ates. Many residents attending called for
alternative non-deck solutions or a refer-
endum on the matter.

Nevertheless, in September 2000,
Mayor Jardim and the council approved
unanimously to construct a 600 to 800
commercial-sized parking structure in the
Elm/Prospect Street corridor. At the time,
Mr. Jardim claimed this a “Victory for
Westfield” and was applauded by the
deck supporters for not listening to the
non-deck voices. There was no mention
of a referendum.

This mayoral election is for a four-
year term for the first time. I believe
it’s very important for our citizens to
weigh in on the issues and the candi-
dates with the light of our referendum
pointing the way.

John Devitt
Westfield

Audience Conduct
Questionable  at
County Forum

I sat in awe (at the Union County Can-
didates Forum) as I watched some terrible
behavior, not from the candidates, but
from the audience. One guy kept cough-
ing and making some very rude com-
ments with others about other people
whowere there. Then after the debate was
over, these same people went to speak
with the Democrats, and I saw them speak-
ing with them in the parking lot outside.

Why do the Democrats have to stage
the audience?

Did you have someone covering this
debate? Did they see the same thing?

Kurt Meuller
Cranford

Publisher’s Note: Our reporter noted
harassment of Mrs. Tina Renna at the
forum by those believed working for the
DEM Campaign. Her husband Joe Renna
chased these individuals to their car after
the event without further incident.

The Phantom Of The
Opera and Maestro
Johnson – Special

Last Saturday night was a triumph at
the First United Methodist Church with
the showing of the 1925 silent film The
Phantom Of The Opera starring Lon
Chaney. Wonderfully different with this
performance was the musical background
supplied by Maestro Trent Johnson at the
console of the mighty Aeolian Skinner
organ.

To the utter delight of the large audi-
ence, Mr. Johnson played continuously
for an hour and forty minutes, closely
following the action on the screen, from
ballet dancers to the phantom’s residence
in the subterranean catacombs.

The standing ovation awarded Mr.
Johnson was overwhelming.

This is the kind of entertainment that
makes Westfield so very special, the place
to live and enjoy life.

David Norwine
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

For more information, see
www.goleader.com


