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Elwood D. Smith, 77, Navy Veteran;
North Carolina Arboretum Volunteer

Agnes J. Hendry, 84
Agnes J. Hendry, 84, of Scotch

Plains died on Thursday, May 19, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before relocating to Scotch
Plains 56 years ago.

Mrs. Hendry was predeceased by
her husband, Robert Hendry, in 1999.

Surviving are three cousins, Mar-
garet Latawiec, Katherine
Jamiolkowski and Mary Anne Knoll.

Private services and interment were
under the direction of the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
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Walter L. Clarkson, Jr.

Arthur K. Hoffman, 86, Publicist;
Honored Golfer and Sportswriter

Walter Clarkson, Jr., 73, WHS Teacher,
Coach and School Newspaper Advisor

Walter Lee Clarkson, Jr., 73, of
Hamburg died peacefully in his sleep
at home on Saturday, May 21, 2005.

Born to Walter Lee Clarkson, Sr.
and Ruth Nivison Clarkson in Eliza-
beth, he had lived in Westfield before
moving to New London, N.H. in 1996.
He relocated to Hamburg two and a
half years ago.

A 1950 graduate of Westfield High
School, Walt was Captain of the cross-
country, winter and spring track teams
in both high school and college. In
high school, he was an editor on the
school newspaper; a member of the
Student Council and National Honor
Society, and President of the Forum
Club. He also was the re-
cipient of the Richard Van
der Bergh Memorial and
Cornell Cup awards.

Walt earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree from
Dartmouth College in 1954.
An English major with an
American Literature con-
centration, he graduated
cum laude with highest dis-
tinction in English, and was
a member of Phi Beta
Kappa. He was awarded a Master of
Arts degree in Teaching from Teach-
ers College, Columbia University, in
1957.

He served as an Infantry Platoon
Leader in the United States Marine
Corps from 1954 to 1956, and was a
member of the Camp Lejeune and
All-Marine Corps track teams.

Walt had been a teacher of English
and journalism at Westfield High
School for 31 years before retiring in
June 1990. He taught three levels of
journalism and in 1985 received the
inaugural Robert and Linda Foose
Memorial Award from Westfield High
School for Excellence in Education.

Walt advised the school newspa-
per, Hi’s Eye, for 30 years. A weekly
publication since 1962, it was rated
an All-American school newspaper
25 times by the National Scholastic
Press Association.

He also coached 62 teams at
Westfield High School between 1960
and 1982, including three swim teams,
with the remainder being cross-coun-
try, winter and spring track and field.
He achieved a 462-55-3 record (89.4
percent wins), while winning 110
team championships.

Earlier in his career, Walt served as
Assistant to the Dean of the College
at Dartmouth from September 1957

through June 1959.
Surviving are his wife of 44 years,

Audrey Gehrlein Clarkson; three
daughters and sons-in-law, Karen
Clarkson and her husband, Jon Mysel,
of Westfield, Laura Clarkson Scovell
and her husband, Larry, of Vernon
Township, and Nancy Clarkson
Ogrinz and her husband, Paul, of
Colesville; a son, Walter Lee
Clarkson, 3rd, of Concord, N.H.; a
sister, Virginia Foose, and brother-in-
law, Randy Foose, son of former
Westfield High School Principal Dr.
Robert Foose, of New London, N.H.,
and four grandchildren, Jeffrey Mysel,
Kayla Scovell, Cristian Scovell and

Paige Scovell.
A Celebration of the Life

of Walt Clarkson will be
held on Saturday, June 4,
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the home
of his daughter and son-in-
law, Karen Clarkson and Jon
Mysel, 910 Tice Place,
Westfield.

Arrangements were un-
der the direction of the
Ferguson-Vernon Funeral
Home in Vernon.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the American Heart Associa-
tion, in care of Ferguson-Vernon Fu-
neral Home, Inc., 241 Route 94, P.O.
Box 329, Vernon, N.J. 07462.
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Arthur K. “Red” Hoffman, 86, of
Westfield died on Saturday, May 21,
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born August 12, 1918 in Minne-
apolis, Minn., he resided in Westfield
for over 50 years.

Mr. Hoffman attended the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Washington & Lee
University and Seton Hall Univer-
sity. A veteran of World War II, he
was discharged as a Technical Ser-
geant in the United States Air Force
after nearly five years of service.
During his last 18 months in the mili-
tary, he edited the Newark Air Base
camp newspaper The Processor.

Originally a general assignment
reporter with the Newark News, Mr.
Hoffman covered the City of Eliza-
beth, Newark police and the Essex
County Court House. But he was on
the newspaper’s sports staff for most
of his career, specializing in golf and
skiing on the New Jersey scene.

As a result of his long association
with golf, he became an authority on
its history, particularly in his adopted
state. When the News suspended pub-
lication in 1972, Mr. Hoffman be-
came the personal publicist for Rob-
ert Trent Jones of Montclair, a world-
renown golf course architect, with
whom he was affiliated for 11 years
prior to his retirement in 1983.

A writer who was an active partici-
pant in the game, Mr. Hoffman twice
qualified for the Metropolitan Ama-
teur, winning the New Jersey qualify-
ing medal in 1960 and also playing in
1963. He qualified as well for the
New Jersey Amateur in the latter year.

During his career, Mr. Hoffman
played more than 550 golf courses in
the United States and in 15 foreign
countries. A seven-handicap player
most of his life, he had six holes-in-
one to his credit.

In addition to his regular sources of
employment, Mr. Hoffman for 25
years was publicist and an honorary
member of the New Jersey Profes-
sional Golf Association and, until
2000, publicist and program book
editor for the New Jersey State Golf
Association.

Also, for more than a quarter cen-
tury, he was editor of “Pars and Bird-
ies,” the newsletter of the Plainfield
Country Club, where he had been a
member since 1974. Mr. Hoffman
also was the New Jersey/New York

correspondent of Golf World and a
frequent contributor to the sports
pages of The Star-Ledger and most of
the leading golf publications, includ-
ing PGA magazine.

While employed by Mr. Jones, Mr.
Hoffman compiled an anthology of
the game, “Great Golf Stories edited
by Robert Trent Jones.”

Besides his affiliation with the
PGA, Mr. Hoffman was a member
and former president of the Metro-
politan Golf Writers’ Association and
a lifetime member and former direc-
tor of the Golf Writers’ Association
of America.

In addition to his membership in
the Plainfield Country Club, he also
was a member of the Metedeconk
National Golf Club and the
Ballybunion Golf Club in County
Kerry, Ireland.

In 1988, Mr. Hoffman was pre-
sented the Lincoln Werden Award by
the Met Golf Writers for his contribu-
tions to golf journalism, the same
year he was honored as “Sportswriter
of the Year” by the New Jersey Sports-
writers’ Association.

The Metropolitan Golf Associa-
tion, in 1990, awarded him its Distin-
guished Service Award and, in 2000,
the New Jersey State Golf Associa-
tion named a caddie scholarship in
his honor as the major presentation at
a banquet celebrating its 100th anni-
versary.

In 2004, the New Jersey section of
the Professional Golf Association and
the New Jersey State Golf Associa-
tion presented Mr. Hoffman with their
first Distinguished Service Award at
the “Celebration of Golf” award din-
ner.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Erna Augusta Hoffman, in 2001.

Surviving are two daughters, Loren
Kyle Hoffman of Southwick, Mass.
and E. Lisa Apperman of
Mountainside.

Funeral services will be private.
Visitation will take place from 4 to 8
p.m. today, Thursday, May 26, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the New Jersey Caddy
Scholarship Fund, in care of NJSGA,
1000 Broad Street, Bloomfield, N.J.
07003 or to the MGA Foundation, 49
Knollwood Road, Elmsford, N.Y.
10523.
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. A

Virginia Lynn Ziobro

Virginia Lynn Ziobro, 71, Was Teacher
Of English and Spanish In Westfield

Mrs. Virginia Lynn Ziobro, 71,
passed away in her sleep on Wednes-
day, March 16, 2005 at home in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.

Lynn was born on August 31, 1933
in Evanston, Ill, the daughter of the
late Virginia Woodland Heagney and
William T. Heagney. Several months
later, she traveled with
her family to Havana,
Cuba, where her father
was associated with the
First National Bank of
Boston.

Lynn and the family
spent summers and the
fall term in Kenilworth,
Ill. with her grandparents,
Grace and LeRoy Wood-
land. She attended Joseph
Sears Elementary School
and Roycemore High
School in Evanston. In Havana, she
attended St. George’s, the British
school, until it closed, and graduated
from Ruston Academy, the American
school.

In 1955, Lynn graduated from
Queens College in Charlotte, N.C.
She was a member of Alpha Delta Pi
Sorority and was elected to “Who’s
Who in American Colleges.” After
teaching 10 years in Florida, she be-
gan her teaching career in New Jersey
at Park Ridge High School, where

she became head of the Language
Department.

Coming to Westfield in 1969, Lynn
taught English and Spanish at Edison
and Roosevelt Junior High Schools,
and Spanish at Westfield High School
for 25 years. Professionally, she was
a member of the New Jersey Educa-

tion Association and New
Jersey Foreign Language
Teachers’ Association.
She was a communicant
of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church in Mountainside.

Lynn and her husband,
Stanley, moved to Florida
in 1994, where she was a
communicant at St.
Coleman’s Church in
Pompano. They were
members of the Coral

Ridge Country Club, and Lynn con-
tinued her love of needlework, bridge
and reading.

Surviving, in addition to her lov-
ing husband, are her sisters, Ann
Weimer of South Orleans, Mass.,
formerly of Westfield, and Eliza-
beth Tremain and her husband,
James Tremain, of Montreal,
Canada; her stepsons, Michael and
his wife, Marge, of Hackettstown
and David and his wife, Connie, of
Piscataway; her stepdaughters,
Christine Ziobro and Jacqueline
Ziobro, both of Piscataway, and
many beloved nieces, nephews and
cousins.

A Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
June 11, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. In-
terment at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield will be private.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O.
Box 2694, Westfield, N.J. 07090, to
establish a scholarship in her name.
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Elwood David Smith, 77, of
Hendersonville, N.C. died on Sun-
day, May 1, at the Elizabeth House,
a hospice facility in Hendersonville.

A native of Westfield, he was the
son of Elwood and Mildred Smith.
He attended Lehigh University in
Pennsylvania and served in the United
States Navy for four years. He was a
veteran of the Korean Conflict.

Mr. Smith had been the service
manager of Dickinson College in
Carlisle, Pa. He retired to Henderson
County, N.C. in 1989.

He was a volunteer with the North
Carolina Arboretum.

Surviving are his wife, Barbara
Young Smith; a son, Craig Smith of
Summerfield, N.C.; three daughters,
Debbie Stringfellow of Clayton,
N.C., Laurie Smith of Arden, N.C.
and Ellen Lukens of Asheville, N.C.;
17 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

A private Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held at a later date.

Memorial donations may be made
to Four Seasons Hospice, 1825
Asheville Hwy, Hendersonville, N.C.
28791 or to the North Carolina Ar-
boretum, 100 Frederick Law
Olmsted Hwy, Asheville, N.C.
28806.
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What Rules Actually Apply to Police
On Searches of Vehicles for Drugs?

I, and others in the community I have
spoken to, have noticed a recent upsurge
of reports in the media of police in
Westfield and neighboring towns stop-
ping drivers and charging them with DWI,
or charging them and their occupants
with drug possession or possession of
paraphernalia. The question I have been
asked more than once is, what rules apply
in those circumstances?

The Fourth Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution and Article I, paragraph 7 of
the New Jersey Constitution protect citi-
zens against unreasonable searches and
seizures by the police. The key elements
of this protection are that police, before
conducting a search of a citizen’s “pri-
vate” space, must first obtain a warrant
from a magistrate or judge based on a
showing of probable cause that a crime
has been or is about to be committed.

However, in “case law” decisions from
the U.S. Supreme Court and related deci-
sions by New Jersey’s highest court, im-
portant exceptions to this general rule of
constitutional protection against warrant-
less searches have been carved out. One
very notable exception involves automo-
biles. If a vehicle is in operating condition
and police have probable cause to believe
illegal items are contained therein, the
police may search the entire vehicle, in-
cluding a container in the vehicle, which
might be expected to contain an illegal
substance.

This exception to the warrant require-
ment as applied to automobiles is based
on the lesser “expectation of privacy”
attached to car ownership and use (ver-
sus, for example, the home). The excep-
tion has been broadened in the last several
years to allow a search of property be-
longing to passengers in the car subjected
to a police stop, if police have probable
cause to believe that the car contains
drugs or other “contraband.”

Ratner Urges WF Residents to Repeal
Punishing Commuter Parking Tax

As a general rule, we shouldn’t expect
a great deal from our local elected offi-
cials. This is not because they lack com-
petence or commitment. In fact, the op-
posite is true. The members of the
Westfield Town Council, who donate
their time and effort, are both talented
and dedicated.

They deserve a great deal of credit for
their devotion to public service. Yet, the
scope of their service is, by definition,
limited to local affairs. They cannot, for
example, curb global warming or end
the right wing’s attacks upon the judi-
ciary. Most of the time, our local repre-
sentatives do a conscientious job when
dealing with local issues.

Every so often, though, they get it all
wrong. Certainly, the Town Council’s
least successful endeavor in recent times
is the now-defunct parking deck. When,
at long last, the citizens of Westfield were
permitted to have their say, the council
agreed to abide by their decision and the
deck was consigned to the realm of really
bad, but thankfully discarded, ideas.

Although the deck is now history,
some members of the council continue
to display a stubborn and mystifying
inability to acknowledge and expunge
the remaining consequences of the re-
jected deck project. Like the fossils of
extinct troglodytes, the huge parking
permit increases enacted by the council
have long outlived the project that they
were imposed to fund. They have not
been repealed, nor has restitution been
made to those who have paid and con-
tinue to pay them.

Let’s understand exactly what this
means. In retaining an increased parking
permit fee structure whose primary pur-

pose has ceased to exist, the council pe-
nalizes hundreds of Westfielders, whose
only offense is the fact that they are com-
muters. This amounts to no more nor less
than an outrageous commuter tax that
continues to be hypocritically imposed
by members of a party that customarily
trumpets its opposition to tax increases.
This is deeply and fundamentally wrong
and it must come to an end.

While the council does not unani-
mously support retaining the commuter
tax, the fact remains, that the majority of
its members have taken no action to
repeal it and to refund the overcharges.
In fact, some of those very same council
members who are derelict in their duty to
represent the vital interests of their con-
stituents are once again seeking our votes!

If there is a lesson to be learned from
the deck debacle, it is that concerted
voter action can bring about positive and
constructive change. The citizens of
Westfield halted the deck and the citi-
zens of Westfield can repeal the com-
muter tax.

In deciding whether to invest their
trust in any candidates for local elective
offices, I urge my fellow Westfielders to
consider carefully whether those candi-
dates have all clearly and satisfactorily
answered the following question: “If
elected, will you take immediate action
to repeal the commuter tax and to make
full refunds to those who have paid it?”

In summary, the continued tax is not
our fault, but if it remains in place after
the next election, we will have only
ourselves to blame.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

An important point to understand is
that police must have probable cause to
believe that contraband is present for
the non-consensual warrantless search
of an automobile to be deemed lawful in
any subsequent challenge. A motor ve-
hicle search by the police in connection
with a traffic violation alone is uncon-
stitutional.

Consent is another exception to the
requirement of a warrant. If police ask to
search a car and permission is given, the
warrant requirement is waived, although,
at least in New Jersey, the resulting search
is lawful only if police, in making the
request of the driver or occupant to search,
have a reasonable suspicion, that they can
clearly explain, of criminal wrongdoing
beyond the initial valid traffic stop. In
other words, if the stop involves an al-
leged traffic infraction and no other indi-
cation of wrongdoing is present, the con-
stitutional protection against warrantless
search and seizure remains in place.

Other important exceptions to the war-
rant requirement that often apply in the
automobile context are when objects ap-
pear in “plain view” (a policeman can
even use a flashlight from outside a car to
see an illegal substance present in plain
view within the car), and when a sub-
stance can be detected by “plain smell,”
which no doubt arises commonly where
alcohol or marijuana use is involved.

Search and seizure is a controversial
and complicated area of the law. So, if
others in the community also wondered
about the apparent proliferation of such
automobile search and seizure activity in
our towns, that is the lay of the land: the
law and constitution of the U.S. and N.J.
allow it, but subject to the conditions
described.

Christopher FitzPatrick
Westfield
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Service League Awards Funds;
Installs Officers For 2005-06

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League’s May luncheon, held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains, Patricia Dillon, Chairwoman
of the Gifts and Donations Commit-
tee, revealed the 31 recipients of the
league’s yearlong fundraising efforts.

Donations this year totaled $35,000,
representing proceeds from the Thrift
Shop the Service League operates at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.

The recipients included AIDS Re-
source Foundation for Children, $500;
The Arc (Association for Retarded Citi-
zens), $1,200; Camp Brett-Endeavor,
$100; Center for Hope Hospice, Inc.,
$2,000; Central New Jersey Brain Tu-
mor Group, $500; Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, $1,300; CONTACT We
Care, $1,200; Delphi Team-Student
Leadership Conference, $750; Early

Start Childhood Scholarships, $500;
Fanwood Memorial Library, $700;
Fanwood Rescue Squad, $1,500;
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scouts,
$500; Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
$1,000; Flintlocks-Boy Scouts of
America, $500; Historical Society of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, $750; Inter-
faith Council for the Homeless, $1,500;
Mental Health Association of Union
County, $500; Mobile Meals of
Westfield, $400; Muhlenberg Adult Day
Care, $200; PAL of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, $250; Resolve Community
Counseling Center, Inc., $1,500, and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, $12,000.

The Scotch Plains Public Library re-
ceived $700; Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, $1,500; Scotch Plains Welfare
Department, $500; Scotch Plains Vol-
unteer Firefighters Association, $350;
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
$400; Union County Rape Crisis Cen-
ter, $500; Westfield Day Care Center,
$500; YMCA Eastern Union County-
Battered Wives, $500, and Youth and
Family Counseling, $700.

After the meeting, league officers for
2005-2006 took their oaths of office, in-
cluding President, Joan Suter; Vice Presi-
dent, Veronica Adams; Recording Secre-
tary, Helen Surridge; Corresponding Sec-
retary, Kathleen Meyer, and Treasurer,
Brenda Mentesana. Three new members
were welcomed, including Mary Barone,
Mary Young and Marian Herrmann.

Helen Rita Miller, 85
Helen Rita Boyle Miller, 85, of

Haskell died on Tuesday, May 24, at
the Lakeland Health Care Center in
Haskell.

Born in Philadelphia, Pa., she had
lived in Westfield for over 20 years
before moving to Haskell six years
ago. She was a homemaker and mem-
ber of the Holy Trinity Rosary Altar
Society of Westfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Russ Miller.

Surviving are a daughter, Maureen
Tietje; two sons, Brian and Russell
Miller; a sister, Irene Downey; a
brother, Edward Boyle; three grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
held at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, May
27, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield. Burial will be
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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