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Nestled in a setting that exudes tranquility, this embracing center hall Colonial is 

situated on one of Westfield’s most desirable streets.  A mixture of grace and 

charm, this exceptional residence keeps company among the finest homes 

bordering Echo Lake Country Club.  Just steps from the walking path onto the golf 

course and situated in a quiet Wychwood neighborhood, this fine home combines 

traditional architecture with today’s modern amenities.  The exceptional quality of 

this charming home is evident at first glance.  It is a turn-key jewel awaiting a most 

discerning buyer.                             Offered for $1,395,000. 

EXCEPTIONAL HOME IN PREMIER NEIGHBORHOOD 

Susan M. Checchio 
Direct Line:  908.301.2014 

SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com 

www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com 

COLDWELL BANKER 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    (908) 233-5555     

Kimberley A. Haley 
Direct Line:  908.301.2004  

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

COLINERI, KASKIW SCORE WINNING RUNS IN 7TH

Raiders Rally in 7th, Sting
Blue Devil Softballers, 4-2

For more information:  908-654-0417

For Boys Entering
Grades Three Through Nine

FINAL REGISTRATION:

Monday June 27 to Thursday June 30, 2005
9:00 am to 12:00 pm

YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

KEHLER’S

Fundamentals for all groups will be emphasized,

with advanced instruction for accelerated groups

CAMP DIRECTORS: Ed Tranchina, Westfield High School

Glen Kehler, Westfield High School, Rutgers University

First day of Camp, June 27th

EDISON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL
Across KEHLER STADIUM - Rahway Ave., Westfield

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning against the Westfield High
School varsity softball team has not
come easy, but this time the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Raid-
ers took charge with strong pitching
and clutch hitting to rock the Blue
Devils, 4-2, in Westfield on May 18.

The Raiders got solid pitching from
Elaine Piniat, who struck out four,
walked one and limited the Blue Dev-
ils to just five hits. Blue Devil Lauren
Gelmetti, who struck out seven Raid-
ers, did not yield a run until the fourth
inning.

“Westfield is a great team. Our girls
were aware that it was going to be
tough and we had to get it done. Being
a town over, they are rivals and they
wanted to win both. Unfortunately, we
split with them as we did last year,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelly Covert.
“Our defense is solid. We have a very
good pitcher in Piniat and have Jess
Moore on the bench ready to go. Both

can get the job done. Offensively, any-
one in our lineup can break the game
open. We’re a pressure team. Once
someone hits, it’s contagious. It’s just
that old game where it trickles down
throughout the lineup.”

The Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead in
the first when Mary Kate Flannery
worked a walk, advanced to second
on Jen Urcioli’s sacrifice bunt, hustled
to third on a passed ball and scored on
a sacrifice fly ball by Kristina
Fietkiewicz.

In the third inning, Blue Devil
catcher Jillian Olsen fired the ball to
Fietkiewicz who tagged the runner
heading to second. In the top of the
fourth, the Raiders scored their first
run. Melisse Sette stepped to the plate
and whacked a sharp single to center
and Tayler Cianciotta followed with
an infield single. An errant throw
from third allowed Sette to score,
making it a 1-1 ballgame.

A Blue Devils scoring opportunity
came up short in the fourth when Jess

Moskowitz got a base hit and was
then called out at second on a stolen
base attempt following a fine throw
by catcher Lauren Mains. Westfield
managed to take a 2-1 advantage in
the sixth, however. Flannery slapped
a single to right, advanced to second
on a throwing error and scored on an
RBI single by Katie Smith.

The Raiders bounced right back
though, striking for three runs in the
top of the seventh. Mains nailed a
single to right and then stole second
base. Piniat thumped a single to right
and Lauren Benevengo was called safe
on a bad throw to first, therefore load-
ing the bases. Gelmetti struck out the
next batter, but disaster hit when a
pick-off play at second sailed into the
outfield, bringing home Mains. Nicole
Colineri and Kelli Kaskiw followed
with back-to-back RBI singles to bring
home pinch runner Allie Brown and
Benevengo, respectively.

“We’re a slow starting team,” said
Covert. “We know we have the talent.
When I’m on the side, I’m dying
inside and my chest is tight while
they’re talking about what they want
to do after the game and what kind of
pizza they are going to have.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 100 3 4
Westfield 100 001 0 2

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With Passing of Clarkson,
Westfield Loses a Legend

It was a short bus ride home from the
Pingry School, which was located in
Hillside at the time. It was Jan. 12, 1962
and our WHS swim team had just lost to
Pingry, 55-40. It was our first loss after
59 straight wins, dating back to a loss to
Columbia on Jan. 11, 1957. And it would
be our last loss until Feb. 13, 1965 when
the Princeton University freshmen ended
a 45-meet winning streak.

Our coach stood up in the front of the
bus and explained all the things he
could have done, all the things he should
have done, and we would’ve won the
meet, if he’d put this guy in this event,
or loaded up this relay. The meet was
winnable, and he was convinced it was
his fault.

I never forgot that. It wasn’t his fault,
but he didn’t want his team to feel
worse than they already felt, so he was
going to take the blame (not that people
in the early 1960s were that quick to be
dumping blame on everybody for ev-
erything).

He wasn’t really a swimming coach,
more a great coach (cross country and
track were his areas of expertise) who
took on the swimming job because
practices were at 5:30 a.m. and wouldn’t
interfere with indoor track practice in
the afternoon, and somebody had to
coach the state’s No. 1 team. But he
knew how to plan a lineup, and he knew
how to motivate kids to achieve beyond
what they thought themselves capable
of doing. And nobody was ever more
prepared for an opponent. We knew
every name of every kid on Pingry,
Seton Hall, Trenton … I can still re-
member the Pingry relay that beat us …
Dick Thomas … Joe Monier … Andy
Ulrich … Bob Ziegenhagen. And it’s
43 years since it happened.

The next year the YMCA’s sparkling
new Wallace Pool opened, but Coach
wouldn’t let us swim a meet in the new
facility until Jan. 11, the day Pingry
came to town. They had basically the
same team back as the previous year –
minus Thomas, but with John Trull and
Tocher Mitchell – but our coach had us
chompin’ at the bit and it was a 61-34
rout that wasn’t as close as it sounds.

The school then told Coach he had to
give up one of his four sports, and
swimming was the obvious choice. He
went on to be one of New Jersey’s all-
time great cross-country/track coaches,
and was a second-year induction into
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.

After high school, I would often see
Coach running around Tamaques Park
with his beloved Blue Devil harriers,

while I was coaching the Steelers in the
Westfield Boys Football League. He
would always yell, “Hi Coach” as he
went smiling off with his pack.

When he retired from coaching in
the early 1980s, he moved, first to
Hanover, N.H., and more recently to
Hamburg, up in Sussex County, to be
closer to his grandkids.

When I became coach of the WHS
swim team, it was very humbling to be
in the shadow of my coach and Uncle
Joe Della Badia, Chuck Gantner, Perry
Coultas and Chris McGiffin. But it all
became worthwhile when, a couple
days after we won the school’s record
20th state championship in 2004, I got
a “congratulations” card postmarked
Hamburg, N.J. Earlier this year, when
WHS became the first New Jersey
school to win 700 swim meets, another
card arrived from Hamburg.

If you don’t think there are tears in
my eyes as I write this, you don’t know
me. And you especially don’t know
Walt Clarkson, one of the two greatest
coaches I ever knew. Coach Clarkson
passed away last Saturday, at the way-
too-early age of 73. Hey Coach, we’re
gonna win No. 21 next February, just
for you!

DEN TRIVIA
On May 28, 1980 the Westfield High

School Boosters hosted their 13th
Awards Dinner. Who was the guest
speaker that night?

TOURNEY TIME
Tara Pignoli’s WHS softball team

has definitely had an up-and-down year,
and the third-year coach would love to
see two things from her team: consis-
tency and a nice win over a quality
opponent. After a first-round bye, WHS
topped Union, 3-1, Tuesday, moving
the Blue Devils into the sectional semi-
finals, likely against Hunterdon Cen-
tral. The probable winner of the other
half of the bracket is J.P. Stevens, which
WHS beat to win last year’s sectional
title.

Veteran coach Bob Brewster’s club
goes into the sectional tourney with
two aces – Billy Hearon and Tom
Ricciuti – both ready to go. WHS faces
Bayonne tomorrow in its quarterfinal
game, and a win would put them likely
against top-seeded Hunterdon Central,
a team they’ve already beaten. The
likely opponent should WHS get to the
sectional final is Watchung Hills.

The WHS lacrosse team has been hot
of late and earned a No. 6 seed in the
Group 3 tournament field. If Gerry
Benaquista’s club defeated Northern
Highlands earlier this week in its opener,
they’ll face the Ridge-Nutley winner,
probably tomorrow.

WHERE HAVE SENIORS
GONE?

The 38th Boosters Awards Dinner
was held last Wednesday at the
Westwood. It’s a really nice event, with
plaques for all senior athletes and schol-
arships for many of the outstanding
scholar-athletes.

One problem this year: the room
seemed to be half empty. Estimates at
one of the coaches’ tables was that
more than half the senior athletes were
no-shows to get their plaques. (It
might’ve been more.)

The WHS Boosters help the school’s
athletic programs in many ways, in-
cluding financially. This is their night
to have all the kids show up and be
honored. And when athletic director
Ed Tranchina was reading off the list of

seniors, it was as if “blue flu” had hit
half (or more) of the senior class.

Once upon a time, the evening was a
highlight of every athlete’s career. Now,
taking three hours out of their life for a free
dinner and to be honored for their athletic
efforts seems like it’s too much to ask.

Many old-time WHS athletes were
there to help with the scholarship pre-
sentations, including Roger Love (’57),
Brad Brewster (’70), Tom Pfeiffer (’72),
Glen Kehler (’75) and Traci Love (’84).

MISSING CLASSES
It occurs to me that I should’ve in-

cluded the graduating class with each
of the members of my All-WHS Base-
ball Team (1960-2005) that appeared
last week. So, better late than never,
here goes:

Bobby Flynn (1967), Brian
Ciemniecki (1996), Lamont Turner
(1999), Steve Tebbetts (1972), Mike
Murray (2006), Clint Factor (1988),
Kevin Stock (1988), John Havas (1972),
Dwight Davies (1964), Don Anderson
(1966), Dicky Myers (1962), Greg
Chlan (1965), Ken Stith (1966), Monte
Turner (1974), K.C. Knobloch (1978),
Chuck Mueller (1987), Chris Infantino
(1993), Kris Williams (1995), Brian
Flynn (2000), Jay Cook (2002).

SEMI-RETIREMENT
At the Booster Dinner, it was an-

nounced that a couple of long-time
coaches would be stepping down, ei-
ther from coaching or teaching. Jack
Martin will retire as a teacher in the
district, but will continue coaching the
WHS boys cross country teams, where’s
he’s done an outstanding job for over
20 years. Thom Hornish will stay on as
girls cross country coach but will not
be back to assist with the girls spring
track team. And Paul Smith, who has
had some outstanding jayvee girls bas-
ketball teams, is retiring as both a coach
and guidance counselor.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
From Tom Pfeiffer in the parking lot

outside the Westwood after the Booster
Dinner. “It was great that when (the
Devil’s Den) wrote about the town put-
ting up the banners on streets coming
into town that our (1972 state champi-
onship) basketball team’s banner was
across the street from Chrone’s.”

REMEMBER WHEN …
May 26, 1961: Dave Taylor is co-

medalist (with Clark’s Walt Lilley) with
a 75 as the WHS golf team wins its third
straight Union County Championship.

May 28, 1937: The WHS golf team
is disqualified from the state tourna-
ment after one of its players plays “win-
ter rules.”

May 28, 1948: Terry Brady shoots
an 86-80-166 to win the state public
school individual golf title.

May 29, 1941: The WHS tennis team
loses to Millburn 3-2. It was the lone loss
for coach Sam Bunting’s team, which
won the Group 3 title with a 4-1 victory
over Tenafly. It was the first of Bunting’s
three state champ teams, and the second
of WHS’s 14 state tennis titles.

May 31, 1935: Bob Wilkinson shoots
a 79-68-147 to win the state individual
golf title.

TRIVIA ANSWER
The guest speaker was none other

than “The Boss.” No, not Bruce
Springsteen, the other boss, George
Steinbrenner of the New York Yankees.

Devil’s Den appears Thursday in the
Westfield Leader. Contact us with com-
ments and/or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING IT ON HOME…Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior second baseman Tayler Cianciotta, No. 8, crosses home plate
after Kelli Kaskiw bashed a single in the seventh. The Raiders won, 4-2.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003
10 Consecutive Years

Hye-Young Choi

Gracious center hall Colonial in the heart of the Gardens.  6 Bedrooms, 4 1/2 bath.  This home distinguishes itself by
tastefully marrying the original classical architecture with a recent impressive 2 story addition by Barbara Vincentsen.
Gourmet kitchen, center isle/granite counters, sunny breakfast room, adjacent elegant family room w/Williamsburg
style fireplace.  Master bedroom suite w/custom walk-in closet and Jacuzzi bath.  New Rec Rm w/guest suite &
Exercise Room, Mud Room, Teen Suite/3rd floor.  Beautiful brick walled patio.  $1,750,000
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