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Eleanor Senus to Receive
Friends’ Gaston Award

Eleanor Senus

BY SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – During what prom-
ises to be a festive afternoon of fel-
lowship and jazz, the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will
present its 27th annual Gaston Award
to Eleanor Senus on Saturday, June 4.

Named for the late Kenneth S.
Gaston, the first President of the
Westfield Library Board of Trustees,
this award is pre-
sented annually to a
group or individual in
recognition of their
outstanding service
on behalf of the li-
brary.

Members of the
public are invited to
attend the free pro-
gram, which will be-
gin at 1:30 p.m. in the
conference room of
the library, located at
550 East Broad Street.

A longtime  resident
of Westfield, Mrs. Senus joined the
library Friends in 1989. Since then,
she has been Assistant Treasurer, Vice
President and served three terms as
President of the all-volunteer group.
She also has chaired the Friends’ Pub-
licity and Ways and Means Commit-
tees, its Book Sale and newsletter.

“She’s just done everything,”
Lynn Kolterjahn, Awards Chair-
woman for the Friends and a mem-
ber of the library’s trustee board,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last
week.

“She’s been devoted to all the goals
of the Friends and to furthering what
the library has meant to the commu-
nity, because she really believes in
the library, really believes in the
Friends, and in making the town
aware of what the library has to
offer,” Mrs. Kolterjahn added.

“Eleanor is a very special ‘Friend,’”
echoed Colleen Bodayla, Co-Presi-
dent of the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library. “Because of her
many years of dedication, hard work
and support of the library, Eleanor is
the perfect recipient of this year’s
Gaston Award.”

Over the years, Mrs. Senus also
has volunteered with the Lincoln
School Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion, the Cub Scouts and as a board
member of the Westfield Adult
School. Her late husband, Leo, was
active in the community as well,
serving as President of the
Westfield Board of Education and
as Treasurer of the Westfield Foun-
dation.

Founded more than 30 years ago,
the Friends organization has raised
over $600,000 since its inception to
benefit the library. Presently some
400 members strong, the group is

dedicated to fostering public aware-
ness of and raising funds to support
the library’s myriad programs and
services for youth and adults. The
Friends meet on the first Monday of
the month at the library.

Besides honoring Mrs. Senus, this
year’s program will showcase the tal-
ents of a jazz trio featuring Francis A.
Varrichio, an orchestra leader, con-
cert performer, composer and pro-

ducer of sound record-
ings. He has performed
at the Jacob Javitz
Convention Center
and the PNC Arts Cen-
ter, among other ven-
ues, and appeared on
such programs as
“Good Morning
America.”

In addition to Mr.
Varrichio on the gui-
tar, the trio includes
Gerry Cappuccio, a
musician and author
who played with

Benny Goodman, Lionel Hampton
and Frank Sinatra, on woodwinds,
and Roy Cumming, who has per-
formed with Goodman, Phil Woods
and Zoot Sims, on bass.

The ensemble will play jazz stan-
dards from the 1920s through the
1950s. Past Gaston Award programs
have featured a woman portraying
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, and a
guitarist and violinist.

First presented in the spring of 1979,
the Gaston Award was created to rec-
ognize those people “who have done
a lot for the library, supported it in
every way and promoted interest in
the library,” according to Mrs.
Kolterjahn.

The inaugural award was presented
to Dr. Tex Ewan, a Westfield Super-
intendent of Schools who served “in
every capacity” on the library Board
of Trustees, Mrs. Kolterjahn noted.

Other Gaston recipients have in-
cluded the Genealogical Society of
the West Fields, the Garden Club of
Westfield, the library Board of Trust-
ees, Nancy and Dewey Rainville,
Michele Picou, Joan Melloan,
former Westfield Leader editor Gail
Trimble and Mrs. Kolterjahn’s hus-
band, Paul. Several of the honorees
were recognized for their roles in
helping to acquire a new library
building in the late 1980s. Recipi-
ents receive a plaque that is dis-
played on the library wall.

Those individuals interested in
attending this event are asked to
register at the Circulation Desk of
the library or to call the library at
(908) 789-4090.

County GOP Women Host
Former Governor Whitman

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

AREA – The Union County Re-
publican Women (UCRW) held a
“Festive Tasting of Fine Wines” on
Friday, May 20, at The Arts Guild of
Rahway. The guest of honor was
Christine Todd Whitman, the first
woman to be elected governor in the
state of New Jersey.

During the event, Ms. Whitman
talked about her book, It’s My
Party, Too: The Battle for the Heart
of the GOP and the Future of
America. The book highlights her
experiences “in the turbulent
world of politics” and offers her
view on the evolution of the Re-
publican Party and its internal
struggles today.

The intimate evening began
with  a  book s igning and a
chance to speak one-on-one
with Ms. Whitman. Gubernato-
rial candidate John Murphy was
on hand to briefly discuss his
bid for governor.

“I have always surrounded my-
self with great women in poli-
tics,” Mr. Murphy said, referring
to the politically involved women
in the audience, which included
Scotch Plains Councilwoman and
candidate for State Assembly from
District 22, Nancy Malool, and
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders candidate, Patricia
Quattrocchia of Garwood.

“We need more women in poli-
tics,” Mr. Murphy said.

He concluded his speech saying, “I
am going to work my tail off until
November to let Jon Corzine (D- NJ)
know we are not for sale,” Mr. Murphy
added.

UCRW President Kelly Hatfield
introduced Ms. Whitman, saying,
“This kind lady needs no intro-
duction. She served in the Cabi-
net of (President) George W.
Bush, as the Director of the EPA
(Environmental  Protect ion
Agency). She was the 50th gover-
nor of New Jersey serving as its
first woman (governor).”

Ms. Whitman said: “It is wonder-
ful to be in a group where you see so
many women candidates. I have al-
ways said that government should be
totally run by women. Hey, they
couldn’t be doing a much worse job.”

She added that past politicians who
are no longer seeking reelection can
say what those running for, or hold-
ing an office, are not willing or able to
say because it could jeopardize their
political career.

“The Republican party used to
be like an umbrella. It had one cen-
tral handle with a core set of beliefs
– it had ribs that had their own
ideas, but were still attached to the
handle, or core.” According to Ms.
Whitman, the Republican Party, as
a whole, is not as conservative as it
used to be.  “We were a party that
believed in lower taxes,” Mrs.
Whitman said.

“This is an evenly divided coun-
try,” Ms. Whitman said, referring to
the fact that the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate are divided al-
most equally between Democrats and
Republicans. “We are not a series of
red states or blue states. We are purple
states.”

She said that the country needs
to be run “better, unpartisan and
personal.”

Ms. Whitman mentioned the im-
pact that negative campaigning has
on U.S. elections. “Elections that
are run like that make it very hard
to reach out to the other party,” she
said. “The Senate and the House
(of Representatives) do not even
like each other. They don’t work
together and we lose.”

Ms. Whitman stated that the presi-
dential candidates spent months dis-
cussing what the other candidate did
30 years ago, instead of discussing
the real issues.

“Democracy is not a spectator
sport,” she said. “Small groups can
influence Congress.” She sug-
gested that the gap between con-
servative and moderate Republi-
cans needs to be closed, saying
that the Republican Party has al-
ways believed in balanced budgets
and tax cuts.

“The best government is less gov-
ernment. We are the only people who
can make a difference,” she said.

Ms. Whitman concluded, “There is
strength in numbers, strength in dol-
lars. Thank you for supporting this
Republican Party.”

She served as Governor from 1994
to 2001 before joining the Bush Ad-
ministration.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Leader and The Times
SPECIAL GUEST…Former Governor Christine Whitman poses with Laurie
Peters of Woodbridge, who holds a copy of Mrs. Whitman’s new book, It’s My
Party, Too: The Battle for the Heart of the GOP and the Future of America. Mrs.
Whitman spoke to the Union County Republican Women last Friday.

Historical Society Dinner
Is Scheduled For June 1

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society’s annual dinner will
take place on Wednesday, June 1, at
the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

Dr. Marc Mappen, Executive Di-
rector of the New Jersey Historical
Commission, will discuss “There’s
More to New Jersey Than the So-
pranos.”

Mixing humor with facts, Dr.
Mappen will discuss the great di-
versity in New Jersey and famous
Jerseyans, as well as the folklore,
jokes and events that have made
New Jersey unique.

Dr. Mappen, with co-editor Dr.
Maxine Lurie, recently completed
the 968-page Encyclopedia of New
Jersey, a comprehensive reference
on the Garden State featuring 585
illustrations with 130 maps. This
undertaking took nine years to com-
plete.

He also is the author of Jerseyana:
The Underside of New Jersey His-
tory and has written several articles
for The New York Times, The Los
Angeles Times, Rutgers Magazine
and numerous other publications.

Dr. Mappen holds a Doctoral degree
in American History and was an asso-
ciate dean at Rutgers University. He
was Vice Chairman of the Task Force
on New Jersey History (1996-1997)
and in July 2000 was named Executive
Director of the New Jersey Historical
Commission. A state agency, the com-
mission works to preserve, dissemi-
nate and promote the history of the
Garden State. Dr. Mappen has played
a key leadership role in boosting grant
funding for history organizations
throughout the state.

The annual dinner will begin with
a business meeting at 5:30 p.m., with
a report by the Society’s President,
Nancy Priest. This will be followed

by a social hour at 6:15 p.m. and
dinner at 7. Some annual awards will
be presented during the dinner.

The cost of the dinner is $33 for
members and $39 for non-members.
For further information and reserva-
tions, please call Debby Burslem at
(908) 233-0028.

Bill Helps Identify
Child Predators

TRENTON — State Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) has
co-sponsored legislation that makes
it easier for law enforcement to dis-
cover the names of child predators on
the Internet.

A-3786 expands information, which
a provider of electronic communication
or remote computing services must dis-
close to an authorized law enforcement
agency. The legislation was passed, 76-
0, in the Assembly on May 16, and now
heads to the State Senate for a vote.

According to Assemblyman
Bramnick, New Jersey State Police
investigators would be able to obtain
information about persons who prey
on children without court procedures.

“These changes make (New Jer-
sey) State law consistent with current
federal regulations,” said Assembly-
man Bramnick, noting that the bill is
part of efforts against Internet crime.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

Craft Brew Specials to Kickoff Your Summer

Three Floyds Alpha King Pale Ale
$8.99    6 pk.

Grant’s Perfect Porter
$7.99    6 pk.

YOUR FAVORITE WINES

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay

Blackstone Merlot

J Lohr Chardonnay

Simi Chardonnay

BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir

Hess Select Chardonnay

Toasted Head Chardonnay

$9.99 750ml

$8.99 750ml

$10.99 750ml

$12.99 750ml

$7.99 750ml

$8.99 750ml

$10.99 750ml

VODKA

Absolut 80

Ketel One

Grey Goose

Pravda

Smirnoff

Stolichnaya

Skyy

Wolfschmidt

Gordons

$30.99 1.75L

$33.99 1.75L

$24.99 750ml

$26.99 750ml

$18.99 1.75L

$30.99 1.75L

$23.99 1.75L

$13.99 1.75L

$13.99 1.75L

RUM

Captain Morgan

Bacardi Silver

Bacardi Gold

Malibu

$23.99 1.75L

$18.99 1.75L

$18.99 1.75L

$23.99 1.75L

GIN

Bombay Sapphire

Tanqueray

Hendricks

Beefeater

Gordons

Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L

$30.99 1.75L

$27.99 750ml

$28.99 1.75L

$13.99 1.75L

$15.99 1.75L

WHISKEY

Jack Daniels

Jim Beam

Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L

$22.99 1.75L

$14.99 1.75L

VALUE WINES

Sutter Home Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay

Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay

Cavit Pinot Grigio

Walnut Crest Cabernet

Cesari Pinot Grigio

Bolla Soave

Beringer White Zinfandel

Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti

Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria

$8.99 1.5L

$16.99 1.5L

$15.99 1.5L

$10.99 1.5L

$6.99 1.5L

$13.99 1.5L

$11.99 1.5L

$8.99 1.5L

$10.99 1.5L

$10.99 1.5L

$8.99 1.5L

$8.99 5L

$8.99 4L

SCOTCH

Dewars White Label

Chivas Regal

Johnnie Walker Black

Johnnie Walker Red

Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L

$51.99 1.75L

$55.99 1.75L

$31.99 1.75L

$16.99 1.75L

CORDIALS

Baileys

Romana Sambuca

Kahlua

Southern Comfort

Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml

$17.99 750ml

$14.99 750ml

$13.99 750ml

$18.99 750ml

HOURS: Mon - Sat 9 AM - 9:30 PM  •  Sun 12 PM - 8 PM

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

20% Off

10% Off

any 12 bottles
or more of wine

any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix and Match is O.K.  Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

SPRING SPECIAL

Mix and Match is O.K.  Sales Items are excluded. 750 ml Only.

10%
OFF

Any 2 bottles of

wine with

this coupon

Expires 06/02/05

Flying Fish Farmhouse Ale
$6.99    6 pk.

             Weyerbacher Prophecy
5.49    22 oz.

                      Cricket Hill IPA
$7.99    6 pk.

Three Floyds Pride & Joy Mild Ale
$8.99    6 pk.

            Otter Creek Middleberry Ale
$7.99     6 pk.

                    Abita Purple Haze
$7.69     6 pk.


