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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
EGGS OVER POLITICS… Republican gubernatorial candidate John Murphy
(Morris County Freeholder) completed a tour of Union County this past Monday.
His trip included stops at the Westfield train station, the Scotchwood diner
(pictured), and the Windsor Diner in Clark.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
I DOUBLE DARE YOU… At the first annual Fanwood Emergency Vehicle Car
Show, kids played games, such as the one pictured, to win prizes.  The Scotch
Plains DARE program sponsored the event.
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Improvements to Tennis,
Softball Facilities Discussed
In either case, new nets, posts, sleeves

and anchors are also proposed. An asphalt
or paver sidewalk will be added on the
north side of the courts with four benches.

Mr. Pryor said that the plan is for the
borough to award the contract to the lowest
bidder at their June meeting and have the
new courts and reconstruction finished for
the fall.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said “we’re pretty
confident that to excavate out what we have
and do it new, the right way, we’ve set aside
enough money through a combination of
grant money and other subsidies. Joe
[Pryor] has experience in other towns
working with the courts as an engineer.”

When asked about possible reconstruc-
tion to the Forest Road Courts, Ms. Mahr
said, “To be completely honest, from the
council and mayor’s point of view, our
priority is LaGrande Park right now be-
cause of the sad shape they [courts] are in.
We believe they should be shutdown until
they are up and running again because they
are so unsafe.”

“We’ve had people who’ve fallen and it
becomes a liability for the borough,” she
added. “I don’t need anybody to gash their
head or go to the hospital when we’re so
close; a few months from actually putting
in brand new courts, benches, and a seating
area to a beautiful park. If we were to
address anything with Forest Road Park,
it would be irrigation and we received a
grant to do that.”

Recreation Committee Chair Michael
Brennan explained that the situation is now
a best and worst-case scenario. “Worst-
case scenario is all the bids come in at
$600,000 and we don’t have the money,
we don’t do the project, it doesn’t get done.
Best-case scenario, bids come in the 10th
of June, accepted at the next public meet-
ing, construction starts the end of June.”
Mr. Pryor interjected that after filing the
insurance paperwork and other necessary
steps, the project might only take six weeks.

Mr. Pryor also facilitated discussion on
the realignment of the softball complex.
Because of the park’s children’s play-
ground area in such close proximity to the
softball field, balls frequently fly over the
fence and the newly installed netting above
the fence. The new softball field configu-
ration seeks to alleviate the problem by
increasing the distance from home plate to
the outfield fence and resizing the field. The
new field dimensions will consist of iden-
tical left and right field lines of 265 feet
from home. The field, as it is currently
constituted, has a 220 feet left field foul line
and a 290 right field one.

To lessen sun glare, home plate will shift
50 feet to the east, while the field will rotate
a few degrees counter-clockwise. Accord-
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Tax Forum

unpopular opinion.”
Mr. Russo, whose sister is married to Mr.

Whitehouse, joked that it was kind of other
board members to offer praise, since “I never
really liked the guy.”

Mr. Russo went on to praise Mr.
Whitehouse’s dedication to getting the job
done and taking a stand despite possible
opposition.

“He was always very dedicated to what he
believed in,” said Mr. Russo.

Board member Sasha Slocum commented
that Mr. Whitehouse always showed con-
cern and interest in the students’ well being.

Likewise, board member Don Parisi re-
ferred to Mr. Whitehouse as “smart,” “funny,”
“grounded” and “focused.”

For his part, Mr. Whitehouse reflected on
how fast three years had passed since he was
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BOE Honors Trip Whitehouse;
Science Pilot Program Reviewed

first elected. He also commented that the
board was unique in that it consisted of many
different personalities that enabled the board
to function so well. Lastly, Mr. Whitehouse
thanked board members and the public for
their support.

“It’s been a pleasure this past three years,”
said Mr. Whitehouse.

In other board business, the board listened
to a presentation by Dr. Trisha Camp, the
supervisor of science instruction for grades
6-12. Dr. Camp discussed a pilot program
entitled “Full Option Science System”
(FOSS) which is being implemented in the
science curriculum.

The program, which originates from the
University of California-Berkeley, consists
of a more “hands-on” study of science. It is
a research-based program, which will offer
students better opportunities in learning vari-
ous scientific aspects.

Dr. Camp stated that this program is “high
academic rigor” and that students will greatly
benefit from the overall studies and experi-
ments.

For more information, please visit
www.fossweb.com, the official website of
the FOSS program.

Dr. Camp also noted that the high school
astronomy class would commence next year,
and that the textbook had been selected for the
course. Board members later voted to ap-
prove the textbook selected for the course.

The board also approved a resolution in
support of construction of a Shared Field
Maintenance Storage Building that would be
located on Plainfield Avenue, close to Scotch
Hills Golf Course. The building would house
field maintenance equipment and materials
and protect them from the rain, snow and
other elements that could damage the equip-
ment.

The board expects to pick up 40 percent of
the cost for four bays, or approximately
$32,000 total cost to the board.
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Lake Avenue

Fred Rossi for The Times
COUNCIL KIDS...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Students
in Government organization helped run the Scotch Plains Township Council
meeting on Tuesday night. Pictured, left to right, are: Kasib Byers, Candice Grimes
and Daniel Spady.

SPFHS Students Play
Roles Of SP Officials

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — For the second
time this year, a group of students from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
helped run a Scotch Plains Township
Council meeting on Tuesday evening.

Earlier this year, members of the high
school’s DECA program, an association
of marketing students, played the roles of
the five council members, the township
manager, township attorney and township
clerk during a public meeting. This week,
three students from a Students in Govern-
ment club, an informal group of eight
students, sat on the dais and filled in for
three council members.

Kasib Byers sat in for Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, Daniel Spady played
the role of Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
and Candice Grimes filled in for Council-
man Frank Rossi.

The three students, all in their senior year,
introduced and commented on resolutions,
made announcements and read reports dur-
ing the council’s hour-long meeting.

Miss Grimes told The Times that the
students, members of the high school’s

Bible Club, had been asked by school
administrators if they would be interested
in taking part in the meeting. Scotch Plains
resident Harold Brody had pushed the
council for more than a year to undertake
such an effort with high school students,
with Councilman Rossi serving as liaison.

Last week, the three students attended
the council’s conference meeting, during
which they received an overview of the
workings of municipal government, the
roles played by elected and administrative
officials, the differences between a resolu-
tion and an ordinance, how the bidding
process works and how council meetings
are structured.

Talking about possible expanding the
club’s scope, Assistant Principal Ed Braun
told The Times he hopes in the future to have
the students take part in the meetings of other
local boards, such as the township planning
and zoning boards. He also said that students
in the group may be asked to keep journals as
part of an independent study course.

At the end of this week’s meeting, Coun-
cilman Rossi commended the students for
their “excellent action in carrying out their
responsibilities.”

ans of Foreign Wars Post No. 11467,
Mr. Cuoco did an extensive tour of
duty during World War II and then went
on to serve as a military advisor in the Korean
War.

Born and raised in Passaic, Mr. Cuoco
graduated from Passaic High School in 1939
and then attended the Aero Tech Institute in
Glendale, Calif. Mr. Cuoco found a job with
Douglas Aircraft in Santa Monica, Calif., but
with America at war, he enlisted in the United
States Army Air Corps.

“All of my friends, including my three
older brothers, were in the service,” Mr.
Cuoco said, explaining why he enlisted. “I
came from a very patriotic family.”

Upon completion of basic training in 1943,
Mr. Cuoco enrolled in Officer Candidate
School (OCS) at Fort Benning in Georgia.
When he graduated from OCS, he was named
a Second Lieutenant and sent to the Philippine
Islands to train Philippine soldiers.

Mr. Cuoco described the journey to the
Philippines, saying: “I was sea-sick for about
16 days of our trip there. The day we arrived
in Manila was a day full of sunken ships. The
Pearl of the Orient was completely destroyed
and damaged.”

After nearly three years of serving in the
Philippines, Mr. Cuoco was reassigned in
September of 1946 to the 24th Division in
Kokura, Kyrishu, Japan. He returned to Fort
Benning in 1948 as a First Lieutenant to
attend the Advance Infantry School. With
this advanced training, Mr. Cuoco went to
Trieste, Italy as a platoon leader of the 351st
Infantry. By this time, Mr. Cuoco had trans-
ferred four times, but he said he did not mind
the moving. “You got used to it,” Mr. Cuoco
said. “I moved every three years; it was part of
army life.”

His service in Trieste enabled Mr. Cuoco
to rise to the rank of Captain. Mr. Cuoco’s
World War II duty was complete after 1948
and he took a leave of absence to marry
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Frank Chupko, Jr. Serving
As S. Plains Grand Marshal

Westfield native Nancy Chiafaro. Although
Mr. Cuoco was on leave, he remained in Italy
for its beauty.

Mr. Cuoco’s leave ended in 1953 when he
returned to the states on assignment at Fort
Jackson in South Carolina. In 1955, how-
ever, he was once again required to leave the
U.S. to serve in the Korean War. Mr. Cuoco
worked as a training advisor to a Korean army
unit on the island of Cecedo, while his wife
and two children remained in South Carolina.

The constant moving continued even after
Mr. Cuoco completed his assignment in Ko-
rea in 1957. From 1957 to 1964, Mr. Cuoco
and his family moved three more times. While
the family’s first two stops were in the United
States, their final destination was Verona,
Italy.

In Italy, Mr. Cuoco was an assistant of the
163rd Military Intelligence Battalion. As a
member of this battalion, he was promoted
from Captain to Major.

Mr. Cuoco retired from the Army in 1964
and began his work as a consultant for
Metropolitan Life Insurance. He worked
with Metropolitan Life Insurance for 18
years before retiring to Westfield. After liv-
ing in Westfield for over 35 years, Mr. and
Mrs. Cuoco now reside in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Cuoco said he feels extremely hon-
ored and privileged to be this year’s Memo-
rial Day Parade’s grand marshal. Much of his
immediate family will also participate in the
parade, including his son, John, who recently
returned from a tour of duty in Iraq with the
Marines.

Due to Mr. Cuoco’s strong personal ties
to military service, he feels very strongly
about the meaning of Memorial Day.

“Memorial Day is a day to remember those
who gave their lives for freedom and democ-
racy,” he said. “We must remember what
happened before so that it never happens again.
The younger generations should also be thank-
ful for what we have, because many gave their
lives to preserve what we have today.”

Thomas Atkins told the council that four
bids were received, with the two lowest
bids offering an interest rate of around
three percent.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool announced
that the township’s annual auction of un-
needed items, mostly property confiscated
by the local police, will take place on Satur-
day, June 18 at 10 a.m. in the Municipal
Building parking lot.

The council passed a resolution urging the
State Legislature to pass A-3526 and S-
2144, informally known as “Christopher’s
Law.” The bills would amend existing stat-
utes to make a driver who has never had a
driver’s license and who is involved in a car
accident that results in the death of another
person guilty of a third-degree crime, punish-
able by 3 to 5 years of imprisonment and a fine
of up to $15,000.

Due to a recent vacancy on the Township
Planning Board, the council made new ap-
pointments, with Marc Ginsberg being
moved from a first alternate member to a
Class IV member, Dominick Bratti moving
from a second alternate to a first alternate and
Susan Judge being appointed as a second
alternate. Ms. Judge’s term will run through
the end of this year.

At the end of the meeting, Mayor Martin
Marks read a proclamation designating June
as Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Month.

cation by Esther Stuart, who wants to sell her
property at 2 Balfour Lane to a developer who
will divide the irregularly-shaped and over-
sized lot into two lots and build two new
homes.

To comply with minimum lot size require-
ments in that neighborhood, Ms. Stuart ear-
lier purchased an additional 7,000 square feet
of adjoining land to bring her lot size to 80,000
square feet, thus allowing it to be split into two
40,000 square foot parcels. The property is
situated at a bend in the road where Balfour
Lane meets Allenby Lane.

The front yard setback of the home that
would be built on the westernmost lot will be
increased from 79 feet to 89 feet, satisfying
a request made at the board’s April 25 hearing
by Jerry Spitzer, who lives in the house next
to that lot. He had urged the board that the
proposed front yard setback of the home next
to his be increased so that he would not be
facing the back of the new house when he
stood in front of his own home.

At the beginning of the meeting, represen-
tatives from the Union County Vocational-
Technical School presented plans for an
expansion of the Raritan Road campus.
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Officers

John Murphy Joins
Assembly Hopeful

Malool on Local Tour
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Times

AREA – Republican gubernatorial can-
didate John Murphy went on a multiple-
town tour on Monday to meet residents and
vie there vote in November.

He greeted commuters at the Westfield
Train Station in the early morning hours.
He then dined at the Scotchwood Diner on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains with local area
residents.

In celebration of the Month of the Young
Child, Scotch Plains Councilwomen Nancy
Malool organized a stop at Kinderprep, a
Westfield school housing preschool and
kindergarten students.

Other local officials as well as a Westfield
firefighter were among those invited to talk
to the children about their jobs and local
government. Mrs. Malool’s daughter,
Emily, attends the school.

As the special guest, Mr. Murphy read
a book entitled, “Duck for President” to the
children. In the book, Duck made his way
up the political ladder with the help of the
votes from the other farm animals. He

eventually beat his human opponent to win
the presidency. Mr. Murphy also sur-
prised the children with donuts.

Kinderprep co-owner Mary Beth Grassi
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We are always
talking about our town, our state and our
country. Our social studies class did a lot
during the elections (in November). We
voted for books, a class name. So the
children understood about it (the book).”

Mrs. Malool, who is running for State
Assembly, also read a book to the class.
New Providence Mayor Al Morgan talked
to the students about his job and Westfield
Firefighter Robert Tarantino went over fire
safety and prevention with the children.

“We studied health and safety this month
and discussed what to do in the event of a
fire,” Ms. Grassi said. Co-owner Lara
Pallant said, “The children really loved
having the special visitors come in. And the
donuts were a big hit.”

After leaving the preschool, Mr. Murphy
visited the Windsor Diner in Clark to
discuss issues with residents there.

Plains Board of Education President Linda
Nelson and Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan. Several others have been invited
and are reviewing their schedules for avail-
ability.

Calls to Senator Nicholas Scutari (Lin-
den, D-22) and Union County Superinten-
dent of Schools Carmen Centuolo went
unanswered. The Westfield Public School
officials have not yet responded to calls
recently placed.

Elizabeth Mayor Christopher Bollwage
thanked the newspaper for being invited,
but has other commitments that day. Other
county representatives have expressed in-
terest and details are being reviewed.

Mayor Marks stated that he feels, year
after year, Republicans and Democrats in
Trenton have neglected to heed the call for
change.

“I believe it will take a modicum of
courage, especially from our state legisla-
tive leaders who ultimately hold the power
to initiate changes to the system, to meet me
and their constituents in an open forum on
property taxes. I hope they are up to the
challenge,” Mayor Marks said.

“Certainly we all can benefit from the
kind of in-depth look at the issues that
Mayor Marks is proposing,” Mrs. Nelson
told the newspaper.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said, “I
have experienced first hand the struggle
and frustration that comes each year with
balancing increases in appropriations and
our desire to keep Fanwood affordable.
The young and old homeowners alike
struggle to make these (tax) payments and
some are forced to leave Fanwood because
they cannot afford to stay.”

Ms. Mahr continued saying, “I have
watched over the last year and a half and I
thought the Constitutional Convention was
on the right track. But it is almost about to
be derailed from all the competing inter-
ests. Everyone can agree there is a prob-
lem.”

The forum is not intended to be a political
“hail storm” The Leader and The Times
publisher Horace Corbin said. “This is an
affair to discuss the issue of property tax
reform. It is intended to be apolitical.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. said, “We have
been trying for property tax reform since
I’ve been in the Assembly. I am just as
frustrated as Mayor Marks.”

Although Senator Kean has expressed
a desire to be involved in the forum, it is
uncertain at this time if his schedule will
allow him to attend.

ing to Mr. Pryor, the rearranging will not
disrupt any trees.

Currently, the borough is operating under
a $120,000 budget for baseball improve-
ments, but is roughly $100,000 over and
will be working to cut back on areas such
as new spectator stands, which are also part
of the new baseball plan, along with a new
backstop and fencing.

Following the special meeting on the
park rehabilitation, the Recreation Com-
mittee reconvened. The Fanwood Summer
Park Program will return. This year, adults
will run the initiative. The program is from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., five days a week. Children
can enjoy arts and crafts and other activities
from late June to August for $5.

The borough is also happy to bring in
summer movies and children activities,
such as baseball, basketball, soccer, tennis.
A popular comic illustration class (10-
adult) is also being offered.

In addition, Committee Member Arthur
Badala discussed progress in the Fanwood
Seniors’ effort to secure a new kitchen at
the Forest Rod. Park. “I’ve been research-
ing equipment, making sure the layout is
handled properly. It’ll be great for holding
breakfast or brunch and other meetings.”

www.goleader.com!

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT…Marie
Losavio of Scotch Plains has achieved
academic distinction as an undergradu-
ate at Seton Hall University, which has
merited graduating with the honor,
cum laude. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Vincent Losavio.

Garwood Announces List
Of Upcoming Events
By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

GARWOOD- During the Tuesday night
workshop session of the mayor and coun-
cil, Mayor Dennis McCarthy noted several
upcoming local events.

First, the Cranford Memorial Day Pa-
rade will commence at 8:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, May 30. Following the parade,
Garwood’s Knights of Columbus candle
lighting ceremony will take place at noon.

Friday, June 3, is the Annual New Jersey
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special
Olympics. Anyone who would like to make
a donation should call Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma at (908) 789-0710.

On Saturday, June 4, Garwood parents
will “draw the line” at the Annual Sub-
stance Abuse Awareness program which
will take place at the Garwood Little League
Field located at the corner of Myrtle Av-
enue and Oak Street.

On Thursday, June 16, at 3:30 p.m.
Comcast will sponsor a Drive, Chip and
Putt Contest for children ages seven to 14
at Galloping Hill Golf Club in Union.
Lastly, if you would like to attend the
Eighth Grade Graduation on Monday, June
20, you need to RSVP to the school or call
Ms. Ariemma.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, Anne Leonard of Myrtle Avenue said
she noticed the lampposts are up in
Kennedy Plaza, but she is concerned about
the lack of lampposts in front of Indepen-

dence Bank.
“They were waiting for public service to

deliver the lamp-post but now we ought to
inquire about it,” said Ms. Leonard.

Mayor McCarthy assured her they would
check into it.

Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
informed the governing body that he has
started work on the 2005 Department Of
Transportation Grant Projects.

Mr. Guarriello said he spoke to a con-
tractor who is going to look at the Garwood
Brook project and will be getting a price for
implementing gabions or grouted riprap, a
permanent cover of rock used to stabilize
stream banks, to improve the area.

Mayor McCarthy inquired, “What do you
think the feasibility would be in going back
to Community Development to use gabions?”

Mr. Guarriello said that this would re-
quire approval from the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) and the
most they would approve originally on the
application was 150 feet, even though it is
a 175-foot area.

There is currently one block of riprap on
one side of the park. Mr. Guarriello believes
that they had decided on the riprap because
it was cheaper than gabions (free-draining
walls constructed by filling large baskets
with broken stone), and they cannot go to the
DEP to change it if it cannot be funded.

He suggested having a meeting with
Community Development and the Depart-
ment of public works before drawing up an
application.

During the meeting’s regular session the
borough adopted an ordinance, which makes
amendments to certain authorizations for the
purchase of new equipment for the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) and new bleach-
ers for the Garwood Youth Baseball Field.

The ordinance also includes the pur-
chase of new protective equipment for the
Garwood Fire Department, breath testing
equipment for the police department and
the replacement of various sidewalks and
curbs in the borough. It also includes
appropriating matching funds for the Union
County Trust Fund through the “Kids
Recreation Trust Fund” Grant Program.

During his Industrial and Commercial
report, Council President Walter Tucker
congratulated the following Mother’s Day
essay contest winners: first place, Joshua
Law, second place, Lindsey Kertzman and
third place, Nicole Nardone. Honorable
Mention went to Ryan Ledger.

Councilman Tucker also noted that
Garwood now has a florist in town; “Little
Flowers by Joe.” The grand opening of
“Pastrami King” will be in June.

Mayor McCarthy thanked New Jersey Tran-
sit for installing a new shelter at the Garwood
train station on the westbound side.

In addition, Clinton H. Dicksen, Super-
intendent of the DPW, has announced his
resignation. He has accepted a similar po-
sition in Fanwood.

The governing body thanked him for his
work and dedication and noted the positive
difference his service to the Borough of
Garwood has made.


