
T I M E S
timesnj.com

Serving

The Township and

The Borough since 1959

THE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 46TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 21-2005 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, May 26, 2005

See article on
Westfield Parade

On Page 7

Submit Your Items
Early For Next Week

Editor’s Note: Due to the up-
coming Memorial Day holiday,
please submit your items desired
for publication in next Thursday’s
edition by Friday, May 27, to assist
our staff in working around the
shortened preparation time.
Thank you for using
editor@goleader.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SALVATORE CUOCO GRAND MARSHAL FOR WF

Chupko, Jr. Serving
As Grand Marshal

By DON WILLIAMS
and DAVID B. RIGGS
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — The Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area will
hold several events on Monday in
observance of Memorial Day. Both
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will  hold parades.

In Westfield, the parade will start
with an opening ceremony at the
Monument to Veterans of World
War I at the plaza at East Broad
Street and North Av-
enue at 9 a.m., with
World War II and Ko-
rean War veteran
Salvatore Cuoco serv-
ing as parade grand
marshal.

Scotch Plains and
Fanwood are holding a parade that
starts at 10:45 a.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building. It will
proceed along Park and Martine
Avenues and end at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood. The parade is themed
“Welcome Home – A Salute to Viet-
nam Veterans,” with veteran Frank
Chupko, Jr. acting as parade grand
marshal.

Third Class Petty Officer Rescue
Air Crewman (ret.) Frank Chupko, Jr.
has been a resident of Scotch Plains
since he was four years old. After
serving two tours in Vietnam, work-
ing as a “swimmer” in a Navy helicop-
ter rescuing airmen from the waters off
the coast of Vietnam, Mr. Chupko
returned home to Scotch Plains, where
he served as an active leader in the
VFW on both local and county levels.

Mr. Chupko is a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and holds a degree in eco-
nomics and business from Belmont
Abbey College in North Carolina.

After graduating from college in
1967, Mr. Chupko joined the Navy
as an aviation electronics techni-
cian. He later volunteered to join a
helicopter rescue unit, and was sta-
tioned on the aircraft carrier USS
Oriskany in May 1970.

“I never really liked electron-
ics,” said Mr. Chupko. “Working
on helicopter rescue was an impor-
tant job, with crash landings off of
the carriers and pilots getting shot
down and parachuting over the
water to avoid getting captured. I
had to get them away from their
parachutes and back to safety.”

After eight months of active duty
in Vietnam, Mr. Chupko worked
away from the front, training “green”
men on helicopter rescue tech-
niques.

Mr. Chupko was called back to
active duty in October 1971 on the

USS Constellation, where he con-
tinued to rescue men from helicop-
ters for another four months. He
recalls his surprise at being called
back to the front: “I was told by the
officers around me, ‘You’re not
going back; we need you here,’ but
one day a commanding officer
showed up and asked me, ‘Hey
Chupko, are you packed yet?’ ”

For his ability to think on his feet
in a rescue where a pilot had to eject
on a landing, Mr. Chupko was

awarded the Navy
C o m m e n d a t i o n
Medal. He also re-
ceived the Air Gal-
lantry Medal from
the South Vietnam-
ese government.

Mr. Chupko served
on the Scotch Plains Memorial Day
Parade Committee from 1980 to 1990,
and is a member of a long list of
veterans’ organizations. He is espe-
cially fond of the time he spends with
the veterans at the Lyons Veterans
Administration hospital.

“There are guys there with Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder who of-
ten get vivid flashbacks,” said Mr.
Chupko. “We often go in and tell
jokes and get the guys telling jokes
to lighten things up.”

He also plays bingo with wheel-
chair-bound veterans in Menlo Park.

“Everyone forgets about these
guys in the hospitals, but they’re
the ones who gave the most,” said
Mr. Chupko.

Mr. Chupko is still active in his
hometown, running a real estate
business and pitching for the Saint
Jude team in the Saint Bartholomew
Oldtimers Softball League.

This year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade is
themed as a salute to Vietnam era
veterans, with Mr. Chupko as mar-
shal. Mr. Chupko will be starting
the festivities on Monday with a
short address. He stressed the im-
portance of holding Memorial Day
ceremonies and keeping the holi-
day from becoming too commer-
cial: “Memorial Day is the time of
the year when we honor those who
have died in the service of our coun-
try. It is a solemn day, not a day for
sales.”

As a longtime participant in the
Westfield Memorial Day Parade,
Major (ret.) Cuoco has been named
this year’s parade grand marshal.
This is the first time in Mr. Cuoco’s
many years of involvement with
the parade that he has received this
prestigious honor.

A member of the Westfield Veter-
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David B. Corbin for The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD PARADE GRAND MARSHAL… Third
Class Petty Officer Rescue Air Crewman (retired) Frank Chupko, Jr., left,
shares his experiences in Vietnam with Times summer intern Don Williams.

David B. Riggs for The Times
WESTFIELD PARADE GRAND MARSHAL…Major (retired) Salvatore
Cuoco will be Westfield’s Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshal. Cuoco
served in World War II and the Korean War and is a member of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
MOTORCYCLE DIARIES… The Fanwood Police Department will raffle off a
new Harley Davidson motorcycle, with proceeds to benefit the Fanwood P.A.L.
See the announcement on Page 5 to win this motorcycle.
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Borough Council Discusses Improvements
To LaGrande Park Tennis, Softball Facilities

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially written forThe Times

FANWOOD - The May 24 Fanwood
Recreation Commission meeting fea-
tured a discussion on proposed im-
provements at LaGrande Park. The
park, being the most heavily used in
the borough, is overused and in need
of repair.

Borough Engineer Joe Pryor ex-
plained the proposed changes and
stressed the importance of improving
the conditions of the tennis courts
and softball fields. He said that the
asphalt-bound tennis surfaces are al-
most irreparably damaged and barely
playable. In addition, drainage prob-
lems have caused the courts’ state to

worsen because of water buildup.
Mr. Pryor arrived at two alterna-

tives to augment conditions at the
park. The first, and preferred method,
would call for the removal of existing
fencing and milling the existing play-
ing surface to the top of the aggregate
base. There then would be a complete
reconstruction from the bottom up.

“It would be the same footprint,
only new,” Mr. Pryor said. “But it’s
over twenty years old and this option
would look to prevent cracking in the
future.”

Option two would treat the struc-
tural cracks and construct new courts
over the existing ones. No changes
would be made to the fencing. This
option is the less expensive alterna-
tive, perhaps to the tune of $50,000-
$150,000.

“This other alternative is not pre-
ferred, just cheaper,” Mr. Pryor added.

“You leave what’s there, fix the cracks,
but rather than paving over it, it’s
called a floating court. You put an-
other lay of stone and asphalt over
that. So you have disconnects be-
tween the cracks and the new layer of
asphalt. I don’t think it would be as
nice as a new court.”

Area Memorial Day Events Announced
Surrounding municipalities will

hold ceremonies this Memorial Day to
honor local veterans killed in the line
of duty. These ceremonies are as fol-
lows:

Cranford – The Cranford Memorial
Day Parade starts at 9 a.m. at the Com-
munity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue.
For more information, please call (908)
709-2783.

Clark – The township parade starts at
9:30 a.m., followed by services at Arthur
L. Johnson High School. For more in-
formation, please call (732) 388-3600.

Garwood – The Knights of Colum-
bus, Garwood Fire Department and Bay
Leaf Post No. 6807 Ladies Auxiliary

will take part in a noon candle lighting
service at the Msgr. John M. Walsh
Knights of Columbus Council No.
5437, located at 37 South Avenue. For
more information, please call Anne
Leonard at (908) 789-0670.

Mountainside - Boy Scouts and the
borough’s VFW are participating in the
Westfield parade, followed by a noon
memorial ceremony at Constitution
Plaza for the VFW. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-2400.

Springfield – The township’s Me-
morial Day ceremony starts at 11 a.m.,
followed by a parade to Veterans Park.
For more information, please call (973)
912-2200.

BOE Honors Trip Whitehouse;
Science Pilot Program Reviewed

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) honored former board member
Trip Whitehouse with a special reso-
lution on Tuesday night. Mr.
Whitehouse served as a board mem-
ber the past three years before his
defeat in the April 19 school board
election.

In reading the resolution, board
member Lance Porter commented that

Mr. Whitehouse always showed great
poise and character when making a
point.

“You took very strong positions
and you supported them  in an articu-
late manner,” said Mr. Porter.

Many of the board members noted
that, among other things, Mr.
Whitehouse’s humor often brought
some much-needed comic relief to
routine board meetings.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
stated, “Your  sense of  humor  is going

to be missed.”
Board president Linda Nelson

could not attend Tuesday’s meeting,
but she sent her regards to Mr.
Whitehouse in a letter read by Tho-
mas Russo, the board’s vice presi-
dent.

In her letter, Ms. Nelson agreed
with many other board members who
recognized Mr. Whitehouse’s sense
of humor. Yet, she wrote, Mr.
Whitehouse was “not afraid to give an
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Board Seeks More Environmental Information
Concerning Proposed Lake Avenue Subdivision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLANS — With environ-
mental and other issues still major
concerns, the township’s planning
board will continue its hearing on a
Lake Avenue subdivision applica-
tion over the summer.

Northeast Developers Inc. is seek-
ing to subdivide a tract of land at
1925 Lake Avenue into two or possi-
bly three lots on which new homes
will be built. A brook traverses the
rectangular-shaped property, which
contains a significant area of wet-
lands.

At the board’s meeting on Monday
evening, several members who had
walked through the site said it was
important for an environmental im-
pact statement to be included with
Northeast’s application. Noting the
wetlands on the property, Board mem-
ber Alice Agran said she “would like
a little more expertise in the environ-
mental field.”

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, a
member of the board, agreed, saying
she was concerned about a possible
third house being built toward the
rear of the property and too close to
the existing wetlands area. She also

expressed concern that a develop-
ment would disturb the wildlife liv-
ing there.

Northeast’s attorney Robert Kraus
seemed to agree with the board, say-
ing that an environmental impact
statement is “not a unique request for
a property this size.”

There was also an extended discus-
sion about whether the development
would have to comply with newly-

issued stormwater management regu-
lations.

Neighboring properties on Lake
Avenue, which are also cut in half by
the brook, are similarly shaped and
several neighbors spoke briefly on
Monday about flooding and exces-
sive rainwater runoff from the prop-
erty.

Mr. Kraus told the board that, “in
all likelihood, we will comply” with

those requirements.
Board members also asked North-

east Developers to submit, before the
hearing resumes during the summer,
a report from the township fire depart-
ment officials as well as a renewed
state Department of Environmental
Protection permit, which expired in
March.

Earlier, the board approved an appli-

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ......... 4-5
Community .... 6-7,9

Obituary ........ 20
Education ...... 8
Sports ............ 11-17

Real Estate .... 11-19
Classifieds............18
A&E .............. 21-22

Officers Honored for Arrests of Suspects
Planning Retaliation Against Informant

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Several town-
ship police officers were honored by
Police Chief Mark Zyla on Tuesday
night for their efforts in recent years
as part of National Police Week, which
was last week.

At the beginning of the Township
Council’s regular meeting, Chief Zyla
presented letters of commendation to
Police Lieutenant Neal Lestrange, De-
tective Jeffrey Briel and Officer Mat-
thew Fugett for their actions on No-
vember 13, 2003, when individuals
possessing an explosive device were
arrested in a residential neighborhood
and later found to be planning a retali-
ation against a police informant.

An exceptional duty medal was
presented to Officer Claude Franco
for his actions on April 9, 2003 in

catching an individual who had
robbed a Route 22 gas station and
then attempted to escape by trying to
carjack two individuals.

Letters of appreciation from the
U.S. Secret Service were presented to
several township police officers for
their assistance in quelling the pro-
tests in Westfield in March during
President Bush’s visit. At the end of
the half-hour program, Thomas
Sardecki was sworn in as the newest
member of the Police Department.

The council passed a resolution re-
newing the township’s participation
in the Union County Cooperative
Purchasing Program in which Scotch
Plains buys road materials from
Weldon Materials at discounted rates.

Last Friday, the township received
bids for nearly $4.5 million in bond
anticipation notes, about half of which

will be used to refund $2.41 million
of current obligations such as road-
way and sewer work, park improve-
ments, equipment and the new com-
munications tower at the southside
firehouse.

The other $2.1 million will finance

various capital projects, including
equipment for the public works and
recreation departments and Scotch
Hills Country Club, improvements
to the Township Library and roadway
and sewer work. Township Manager

Officials to Participate
In Tax Reform Forum

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

AREA – State, county, municipal
and school officials have agreed to
meet in a public forum to openly
discuss the issue of property tax re-
form in New Jersey. The forum and TV
production by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, in conjunction with TV34,
will be held at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building located at 430
Park Avenue on Sunday, June 5, be-
ginning at 3 p.m.

The public is invited to join in by
being part of the audience. They will
have an opportunity to voice their
opinions to The Leader and The Times
at the conclusion of the taping.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
initiated the idea with his challenge
to state leaders two weeks ago.

Plans are to air the discussion over
the next several weeks on local TV
stations, CN8 and on the Internet at
www.goleader.com. Details are cur-
rently being finalized, and it is not
yet known whether a live broadcast
of the panel discussion will occur.

A moderator will direct questions
and focus discussion of the partici-
pants. Elected officials and reporters
will participate in the panels. The
public is invited to submit comments
to the newspaper prior to the event.

All media groups are invited and
welcome. In order to cover the broad
subject with the many participants,
the forum will be comprised of four
30-minute segments with panelist
divided into smaller, but diverse
groups.

The forum will focus on the issue of
property tax reform and is not in-
tended to be political campaigning
event. The objective is to bring local
leaders and state representatives to-
gether to exchange ideas on how to
fix the escalating property tax prob-
lem, universally recognized as a seri-
ous issue in the state.

Participants that have confirmed
as of this time include Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (Westfield, R-21), As-
semblywoman Linda Stender
(Fanwood, D-22), Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Mayor Marks, Scotch


